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PREFACE. 


HE  moil:  exa£t  truth  pervades  the  rela- 


A  tion  contained  in  the  following  fheets. 
The  reader  will,  here  find  none  of  thofe  fic¬ 
tions,  which  are  amufing  no  doubt,  but  by 
which  the  mind  is  rather  injured  than  bene¬ 
fited.  The  author  was  not  fufficiently  verfed 
in  the  arts  and  fciences,  nor  had  he  fufficient 
time  to  devote  to  curiofity  or  pleafure,  to 
avail  himfelf  of  all  thofe  circumftances  in 
which  it  might  have  been  in  his  power  to 
enrich  us  with  new  difcoveries.  Geograpny 
alone  has  gained  fomèthing,  by  the  certain 
accounts  this  traveller  gives  us  of  the  courfe 
of  the  Niger,  and  of  the  northern  coaft  of 
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Africa,  a  country  before  almoff  utterly  un¬ 
known. 

Notwithftanding  the  unheard-of  fufferings 
undergone  by  this  worthy  man,  in  his  differ¬ 
ent  travels,  he  is  hill  eagerly  defirous  of  re¬ 
turning  to  the  interior  parts  of  Africa,  there 
to  make  difcoveries  which  he  thinks  would  be 
highly  ufeful  to  commerce  and  natural  hif- 
tory.  Since  his  return  he  has  employed 
every  moment  in  the  acquirement  of  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  geography,  botany,  aftronomy,  &c. 
in  the  hope  of  once  more  travelling  through 
countries  where  he  experienced  fo  many  mif- 
fortunes  ;  but  whither,  neverthelefs,  he  ar¬ 
dently  wifhes  to  return  :  as  his  circumftances 
will  not  permit  him  to  undertake  it  at  his 
own  expence  ;  he  takes  the  liberty  of  add  re  f- 
flngthefollowing  reflexions  to  government. 

A  tafte  for  difcoveries  in  every  way  is  the 
charaXeriflic  of  an  enlightened  age.  One  of 

O  O 

the  kinds  of  knowledge  of  the  moft  ufeful 
acquirement  is  inconteftably  that  of  the  globe 

we 
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we  inhabit  ;  it  is  perhaps  the  only  one  that 
we  can  ever  hope  of  carrying  to  perfection  ; 
for  it  confifts  only  of  pofitive  things,  and.not- 
with handing  the  multitude  of  thofe  tilings 
their  number  is  limited. 

There  are  parts  of  Europe  lefs  known  to 
our  men  of  fcience  than  feveral  parts  of  Aha 
and  America.  As  to  Africa,  which  is  at  fo 
fmall  a  diftance  from  us,  we  hear  it  fpoken 
of  from  our  infancy,  and  yet  we  aa'e  hardly 
acquainted  with  its  coads. 

The  difficulty  of  penetrating  into  fome  of 
the  inland  parts  has  not  reprelfed  the  efforts, 
nor  damped  the  zeal  of  feveral  travellers. 
Melfrs.  Spar  man,  Gordon ,  Pat  erf  on.  Le  Vail¬ 
lant,  Mafon,  Bruce. ,  and  a  few  others,  have 
already  afforded,  and  will  yet  afford  to  Eu¬ 
rope,  adoniffied  at  their  courage,  new  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  people,  till  their  time 
fufpe&ed  of  cruelty,  though  perhaps  the 
gentlelf  in  the  univerfe.  But  their  knowledge 
did  not  extend  beyond  the  Cadres,  the  Hot-, 

tentots, 
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tentots,  and  the  Abyffinians,  whofe  territories 
are  but  a  very  inconfiderable  portion  of  the 
immenfe  countries  of  Africa. 

All  the  interior  part,  which  is  filled  in  our 
maps  with  the  vague  word  defert,  or  by  the 
names  of  pretended  nations,  that  probably  ne¬ 
ver  exifted,  deferves,  perhaps,  as  much  as 
the  reft,  the  honour  of  being  vifited  by  Euro- 
ropean  travellers. 

The  French  government  might,  at  pre- 
fent,  at  very  little  expence,  fet  on  foot  fome 
of  the  moft  important  refearches  that  have 
ever  yet  been  undertaken  on  land. 

The  following  are  the  obftacles  to  be  over¬ 
come,  to  infure  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize. 

1.  The  unhealthinefs  of  the  climate. 

2.  The  pretended  ferocious  difpofition  of 
the  inhabitants. 

3.  The  ignorance  of  the  Arabic  tongue. 

4.  The  dreadful  fatigues  of  fuch  a  journey. 

5.  The  difficulty  of  conveying  the  different 
inftruments,  abfolutely  neceffary  to  make 
ufeful  obfervations. 


6,  The 
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6.  The  uniting  in  one  or  two  perfons  the 
variety  of  knowledge,  without  which  the  ex¬ 
pedition  would  be  almoft  ulelefs. 

y.  The  indifpenfable  charges. 

If  the  author  of  the  travels  here  offered  to 
the  public,  were  chofen  to  put  the  plan  he 
propofes  in  execution,  the  four  fir  ft  obftacles 
would  be  removed  in  regard  to  him  ;  for,  i 
It  is  proved  that  he  can  bear  the  climate, 
having  been  a  {lave  in  the  defert,  and  efcaped 
its  baneful  effects.  2.  He  is  accuftomed  to 
the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  people,  who 
fo  far  from  being  ferocious,  are  the  beft  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  univerfe,  when  one  knows  how  to 
conform  to  their  way  of  life.  Befides,  having 
been  the  Emperor  of  Morocco’s  {lave,  his 
perfon  is  facred  in  the  eyes  of  the  numerous 
nations, who,  far  as  well  as  near,  acknowledge 
that  fovereign  as  their  lord  paramount.  He  is 
perfonally  acquainted  with  the  reigning  Empe¬ 
ror,  and  the  Sirik ,  or  Great  Sanit ,  whofe  fpi- 
ritual  power  extends  indifcriminately  to  all 
the  Mahometans  of  the  defert,  and  to  whom 
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they  pay  unbounded  refpedt  and  deference. 
Letters  of  recommendation  from  thefe  two 
great  perfonages,  which  he  is  fure  of  ob¬ 
taining,  would  infare  the  fafety  of  his  perfon 
from  Mogador  to  Egypt.  3.  During  his 
flavery,  and  flay  in  Africa,  M.  Sa ugnier  learned 
Arabic  enough  to  fpeak  it  fluently.  4.  He 
has  crolTed  on  foot  all  that  part  of  the  defert, 
confined  between  the  Niger  and  Cape  Nun  ; 
and  fince  that  time  has  never  been  on  horfe- 
back  or  in  a  carriage,  as  much  from  tafte  as 
through  economy.  He  cannot  therefore  dread 
fatigue,  of  whatever  kind  it  be. 

It  would  not  be  extremely  difficult  to  re¬ 
move  the  fifth  obftacle,  in  a  country  where 
there  are  as  many  camels  as  inhabitants. Thus 
the  fmall  number  of  inftruments  indifpenfably 
neceffary  to  take  altitudes,  and  draw  plans, 
might  be  eafily  conveyed  on  the  backs  of  thefe 
animals. 

If  a  very  fcrupulous  regard  be  not  had  to 
the  fixth  article,  M.  Saugnier  flatters  himfelf 
he  fhould  be  able  to  juftify  the  confidence 
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that  might  be  repofed  in  him. Originally  intend¬ 
ed  for  the  church,  he  received  a  tolerably  good 
education  ;  and  having  fince  his  return  afildu- 
oufly  ftudied  whatever  might  be  ufeful  to  him 
in  fuch  a  journey,  he  would  be  capdble  of 
making  good  obfervations  in  almoft  all  the  ef- 
fential  matters  that  regard  a  traveller. 

No  apprehenfion  need  be  entertained  as  to 
the  lad;  article  ;  for  the  expence  is  next  to 
nothing  in  a  country  where  one  goes  almod 
naked,  and  where  there  are  no  other  means 
of  travelling  but  with  the  caravans,  among 
people  who  have  not  evén  an  idea  of  luxury, 
and  who  confine  the  neceffaries  of  life  with¬ 
in  very  narrow  bounds.  Thirty  thouiand 
livres  at  mod,  would  fuffice  for  an  expedition 
of  about  four  years,  which  M.  Saiignier 
would  undertake  with  a  friend,  who,  having 
been  his  companion  in  flavery,  is  as  much  ac- 
cuftomed  to  fatigue  as  himfelf.  The  only 
recompence  he  would  afk,  would  be  a  penfion 
of  a  thoufand  crowns,  fhould  he  be  fortunate 

enough 
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enough  to  return  from  fo  dangerous  an  enter- 

O  O 

prize. 

The  plan  propofed  is,  to  go  to  Morocco,  there 
to  procure  the  neceffary  recommendations, 
and  then  to  proceed  to  Senegal,  and  from 
thence  to  Tombut,  up  the  ilream  of  the  Ni¬ 
ger;  from  that  city  M.  Saugnier  could  under¬ 
take  one  or  other  of  two  journies  which  have 
never  been  attempted  by  any  European,  and 
which  would  afford  information  abfolutely 
novel,  concerning  nations  whofe  very  exig¬ 
ence  is  unknown  to  us.  The  firft  would  be 
to  repair  from  Tombut  to  Abyffinia,  either  by 
travelling  through  Bilidulgerid,  or  by  vifiting 
and  ascertaining  the  fource  of  the  Niger,  as 
Mr.  Bruce  did  that  of  the  Nile  ;  the  fécond 
would  be  to  go  from  Tombut  to  Mofambique, 
after  having  paffed  through  the  very  heart  q£ 
Africa.  Perhaps  it  would  be  poffible  to  eftâ» 
blifh  a  regular  trade  from  that  coaffc  to  Sene¬ 
gal,  and  to  make  immenfe  gain  in  thofe  vail 
countries  where  gold  is  the  moil  abundant 
produdlion  of  the  earth. 
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TO 

THE  COAST  OF  AFRICA; 


FIRS r  VOTAGE. 

TO  SENEGAL, 

►"T"1HE  defire  of  recolledting  my  paft  mis- 
JL  fortunes,  and  the  various  fituations  into 
which  the  circumftances  of  my  life  have  led 
me,  joined  to  the  folicitations  of  feveral  of 
Jmy  friends,  who,  having  interefted  them- 
felves  in  my  diflrefs,  were  defirous  of  being 
more  particularly  acquainted  with  the  cuf- 
toms  of  the  people  I  lived  among,  have  made 
me  take  the  refolution  of  drawing  up  •memoirs 
of  the  events  of  my  life.  It  will  not  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  judge  of  the  impoffibility  I  labour  un¬ 
der  of  fully  anfwering  the  expe&ations  of 
thofe  who  ffiall  read  this  work,  if  they  will 
but  deign  to  confider  that  feveral  years  at 
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leaf!  of  flay  and  ftudy  are  neceffary  to  know* 
all  the  cu floras  of  a  people.  A  {lave  in  one 
country,  and  a  traveller  concerned  in  trade 
in  another,  I  remained  there  but  a  ffiort  time, 
in  the  utter  want  of  every  thing  neceffary  to 
make  juft  obfervations.  I  only  fpeak  then  of 
what  I  have  feen  and  done,  without  affirm¬ 
ing  that  the  fame  cuftoms  prevail  all  over  the 
country.  If  I  have  not  the  fatisfadlion  of  an- 
fwering  the  expectations  of  thofe  who  ffiall 
read  thefe  memoirs,  I  fhall  have  at  leaft  the 
certitude  of  advancing  nothing  but  what,  is 
true,  in  fpite  of  the  teftimony  of  feveral  cele¬ 
brated  writers,  who  have  inculcated  falfe  no¬ 
tions  in  their  accounts  of  Senegal  and  the 
neighbouring  places  ;  no  doubt  becaufe  they 
had  not  an  opportunity  of  travelling  through 
the  country  themfelves. 

By  the  time  I  had  completed  my  ftudies,  I 
had  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one.  Having 
no  turn  for  the  ecclefiaftical  profeffion,  I  was 
exceedingly  puzzled  to  know  what  line  of 
life  I  fhould  purfue.  This  was  at  the  time 
my  parents  were  endeavouring  to  fettle  one 
of  my  brothers,  who  bought  a  grocer’s  flock 
in  trade  at  a  Very  eafy  rate.  I  /laid  with  him 
on  condition  of  paying  my  board,  worked 

hard 
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hard,  and  after  a  year’s  apprenticefhip,  found 
myfelf  capable  of  earning  wages  in  other 
(hops  at  Paris.  I  pafled  feven  years  with  dif¬ 
ferent  grocers. 

Without  fortune  to  fettle  in  the  world,  the 
circumftances  of  my  parents  having  fufFered 
from  their  eafinefs  in  regard  to  my  brother, 
who  had  not  fucceeded  in  trade,  and  reduced 
to  the  neceflity  either  of  embracing  the  eccle- 
flaftical  profeflion,  or  of  remaining  a  long 
time  fhopman,  I  came  to  the  refolution  of 
trying  my  fortune  in  the  colonies,  as  foon  as 
a  favourable  opportunity  fhould  prefent  itfelf. 
It  offered  foon,  and  I  foon  found  two  bro¬ 
thers  of  my  own  country,  who  had  projected 
fettling  at  Senegal. 

The  manner  in  which  they  announced  their 
defign  to  me,  the  fair  idea  they  had  formed 
of  the  mod:  deteftable  country  in  the  univerfe, 
which  they  only  knew  from  the  falfe  repre- 
fentations  of  Meffrs.  Adanfon  and  Dumanet, 
the  little  hope  I  entertained  of  fettling  in  the 
world  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the  condition  of 
my  flimily,  the  love  of  novelty,  the  flatter¬ 
ing  hope  of  making  a  rapid  and  brilliant  for¬ 
tune,  my  want  of  experience,  my  diflike  to 

my 
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my  bufinefs,  every  thing  in  fhort  concurred 
to  make  me  join  them  in  their  fchemes. 

I  was  in  want  of  money  for  the  voyage. 
Had  I  made  known  my  intention  to  my  pa¬ 
rents  it  would  have  been  the  fureft  means 
of  obtaining  nothing  ;  I  was  therefore  obliged 
to  diffemble,  and  entered  into  treaty  for  a 
grocer’s  flock  in  trade.  My  family  thought 
the  matter  certain,  and  advanced  the  firft 
fums  neceffary  for  my  pretended  enterprife. 
This  was  the  only  money  I  ctmld  obtain. 
More  had  indeed  been  promifed  me,  but  one 
of  my  brothers,  a  prieft  of  the  community  of 
St.  Medard,  and  my  fecret  enemy,  becaufe  I 
did  not  fhew  him  that  refpedt,  which,  in  his 
quality  of  prieft,  he  faid,  he  had  a  right  to  ex- 
a£t,  difcovered  a  part  of  my  defigns.  He 
gave  information  to  my  parents,  and,  while 
thinking  to  hurt  me,  really  did  me  a  fervice, 
for  I  was  refuted  what  had  at  firft  been  pro¬ 
mifed  me  to  complete  my  eftablifhment. 

Notwithftanding  a  difappointment  fo  preju¬ 
dicial  to  my  hopes,  my  two  countrymen 
earneftly  excited  me  to  purfue  my  project. 
They  were  deftitute  of  fortune,  and  were 
without  money  for  the  firft  expenfes  of  the 
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voyage  ;  they  knew  that  I  underftood  the 
commerce  of  drags  and  grocery,  as  well  as 
diftillation,  and  hoped  that  my  knowledge 
would  fill  up  the  void  left  in  our  deiigns  by 
the  fmallnefs  of  my  flock  of  money.  The 
name  of  thefe  young  men  was  Floquet  ;  they 
were  foils  of  a  tanner,  of  Wailly  in  Picardy, 
and  died  both  of  them  in  Senegal. 

The  Marquis  de  Beccaria,  of  a  Swils  fa¬ 
mily,  fécond  captain  of  the  African  battalion, 
was  waiting  at  Nantz,  to  embark  on  board 
the  Catherine,  a  fliip  belonging  to  M.  Aubry 
de  la  Folle,  the  head  of  a  commercial  houfe 
in  Senegal.  This  officer  made  a  verbal  agree- 
ment  for  our  pallage  with  M.  Aubry,  at  the 
rate  of  three  hundred  livres  each  ;  and  as 
foon  as  the  Chip  was  ready  to  fail  we  fet  off 
for  Nantz.  We  were  hardly  arrived,  when 
the  elder  of  my  travelling  companions  repaired 
to  the  houle  of  M.  Aubry,  who  eafily  per¬ 
ceived  that  it  was  our  intention  to  fettle  at 
Senegal  ;  he  was  confequently  afraid  of  a 
competition  in  the  colony,  prejudicial  to  the 
interdis  of  his  houfe.  a  reafon  which  induced 
him  to  alk  a  thoufand  livres  for  the  paffage 
of  each  of  us,  without  permitting  us  to  take 
any  thing  on  board  but  our  trunks. 

Conditions 
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Conditions  fo  hard,  and  fo  little  expedited, 
made  us  adopt  another  mode  of  proceeding. 
We  Raid  about  a  fortnight  at  Nantz  without 
well  knowing  on  what  to  determine  ;  but 
having  at  length  learned  that  fhips  were  fre¬ 
quently  fitted  out  at  Bourdeaux  for  Senegal, 
we  repaired  thither  in  hopes  of  being  more 
favourably  treated.  We  travelled  on  foot, 
ferving  as  an  efcort  to  the  carriages  loaded 
with  our  merchandife  and  baggage.  At  Ro¬ 
chelle  we  fhipped  them  on  board  a  Bourdeaux 
hoy,  and  continued  our  journey  by  land. 
We  were  fo  totally  unacquainted  with  the 
dangers  of  the  fea,  that  we  did  not  even  take 
the  precaution  of  having  our  effedts  infured, 
and  paffed  three  weeks  at  Bourdeaux  in  the 
greateft  uneafinefs.  At  length  the  whole 
arrived,  to  our  great  fatisfaclion ,  for  we  had 
not  a  change  of  cloaths,  and  had  nearly 
reached  the  bottom  of  our  purfe. 

The  next  day  we  went  to  the  exchange  to 
introduce  ourfelves  to  the  merchants,  and 
there  we  learned  the  arrival  of  the  Count  de 
Repentigny,  brigadier  of  the  King’s  armies, 
formerly  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  Guada- 
loupe,  and  finie  appointed  governor  of  the 
French  pofieffions  in  Africa.  We  went  to 

fee 
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fee  him.  That  worthy  officer  approved  our» 
intentions,  promifed  us  his  fupport,  and  fa¬ 
cilitated  the  paffiage  of  my  two  friends  on 
board  the  King’s  veffel  the  Bayonnoife,  fitted 
out  to  convey  him  to  his  government,  and 
commanded  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Jaille.  To 
aik  a  place  for  a  third  paffienger  would  have 
been  an  impofitionon  the  complaifance  of  the 
latter  gentleman.  I  therefore  waited  on  M. 
Lanafpeze,  who  was  fitting  out  at  the  fame 
moment  to  carry  provifions  and  warlike  Fores 
to  Senegal.  He  had  already  three  paffengers 
on  the  King’s  account,  and  could  not  receive 
me  on  board  for  want  of  room.  I  was  on  the 
point  of  returning  to  Paris,  and  of  abandoning 
my  enterprize,  when  the  Chevalier  de  Fref- 
nel,  a  gentleman  of  Picardy,  received  orders 
to  remain  in  France.  His  vacant  place  on 
board  the  Deux  Amies  procured  me  the  la¬ 
mentable  advantage  of  embarking  with  a  part 
of  my  venture. 

I  went  on  board  the  19th  of  December, 
1783.  Thefhip  was  of  about  three  hundred 
tons  burthen,  was  Dutch  built,  and  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  Carfin. 

We  were  detained  ten  days  in  the  river  by 
contrary  winds  ;  the  eleventh  we  failed  in 

company 
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company  with  the  Bayonnoife,  but  loft  fight 
of  her  in  the  dulk  of  the  evening.  On  our 
approach  to  Cape  Finifterre  we  met  with  ter-? 
rible  gales  of  wind,  which  obliged  us  to  lay 
too  for  five  iucceflive  davs.  There  was  a  talk 

mf 

on  board  of  putting  into  fome  neighbouring 
port,  but  the  wind  having  abated  we  again 
made  fail. 

The  night  of  the  7th  of  January,  1784, 
the  captain,  worn  out  with  fatigue,  and  fee¬ 
ing  that  we  fleered  our  courfe,  and  that  the 
weather  was  to  be  depended  upon,  left  the 
care  of  his  watch  to  his  lieutenant,  a  young 
man  who  owed  his  appointment  to  his  fil¬ 
tered,  and  of  the  extent  of  whofe  abilities 
fie  was  ignorant. 

The  giddy  youth,  who  had  as  yet  only 
ferved  two  years  on  board  the  King’s  fhip, 
dazzled  with  the  idea  of  commanding;  a 
watch,  let  the  helmfman  fleer  as  he  pleafed. 
The  captain,  awakened  by  a  fiiock  the  fhip 
received,  ran  upon  deck,  faw  where  the  mil- 
chief  arofe,  and  remedied  it  with  admirable 
prefence  of  mind.  The  weather  was  ftill  fine, 
every  thing  was  repaired  as  well  as  circum- 
fiances  would  admit,  and  we  continued  our 
courfe  without  any  appearance  of  danger. 

The 
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The  captain  was  every  day  at  great  pains  to 
inftruft  his  lieutenant  ;  and  notwithftandmg 
he  knew  his  inexperience,  yet  either  wifliing 
to  improve  him  at  all  hazards,  or  thinking 
we  had  no  longer  any  danger  to  run,  or  actu¬ 
ated  by  fome  other  motive,  it  was  never  pof- 
fible  to  divine,  he  dill  left  him  in  the  care  of 
his  watch. 

On  the  night  of  the  14th,  the  mate,  who 
was  the  owner’s  fon,  taking  the  lieutenant’s 
watch,  perceived  the  land,  we  were  then  at 
mod  at  three  leagues  diftance,  and  running 
for  it  with  the  wind  abaft.  One  hour  later, 
and  not  a  foul  would  have  been  faved.  The 
lofty  mountains  which  prefented  themfelves 
to  our  view,  were  taken  by  all  the  crew  for 
Mogadore,  where  there  are  none  at  all  :  fatal 
experience  however  made  us  but  too  certain 
that  they  were  thofe  of  I'Ve l  de  Non. 

This  new  fault  of  the  lieutenant,  who  took 
no  notice  of  his  feeing  the  land,  did  not  open 
the  captain’s  eyes  as  to  the  danger  to  which 
he  expofed  us  all,  by  intruding  him  with  the 
care  of  the  watch.  The  crew  began  to  mur¬ 
mur,  and  feveral  bailors,  no  ftrangers  to  thofe 
feas,  laid  plainly  that  we  were  running  to  our 
ruin,  as  indeed  it  happened  on  the  1  7th  of 

January, 
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January,  at  four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  juft 
after  the  lieutenant’s  watch  had  been  relieved, 
without  any  one’s  having  feen  the  land. 

Every  experienced  captain  knows  that  the 
currents  always  fet  towards  the  Coaft  of 
Africa,  that  there  are  long  banks  of  fand 
which  run  a  great  way  out  to  fea,  that  in  the 
morning  and  evening  it  is  difficult  to,  diftin- 
guiffi  them  from  the  water  ;  that  in  fhort,  in 
many  places,  it  is  impoffible  to  fee  the  land 
at  the  diftance  of  three  leagues  ;  thefe  reafons 
and  the  built  of  the  ffiip,  owing  to  which  fhe 
neceflarily  made  more  lee- way  than  French 
veffels  ffiould  have,  induced  us  to  keep  fur¬ 
ther  out,  efpecially  as  we  had  made  the  land 
only  two  days  before. 

The  terrible  ffiock  occafioned  by  our  ftrik- 
ing  on  the  fand -bank,  brought  us  all  out  of 
our  cabins.  Nothing  could  be  diftinguiffied, 
horrible  cries  were  heard  on  every  fide,  and 
the  failors  ran  about  the  deck,  without  know¬ 
ing  whither  they  were  going.  One  laid  hold 
of  a  hen-coop,  and  another  of  the  rigging, 
while  the  fea  broke  entirely  over  us  ;  the 
darknefs  of  the  night,  the  dreadful  roaring 
of  the  waves,  our  officers'  ignorance  of  the 
place  where  they  had  run  the  ffiip  aground, 
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and  death  before  our  eyes,  every  thing  in 
Ihort  robbed  us  of  our  recollection,  and  drove 
us  to  defpair. 

Our  fliip,  however,  being  Dutch  built, 
made  very  little  water,  and  it  would  have  been 
eafy  to  let  go  an  anchor,  to  lighten,  and  to  fet 
her  afloat,  but  nobody  thought  of  fo  Ample 
an  expedient,  which  would  have  faved  us  all. 
We  refigned  ourfelves  to  the  will  of  the  Su- 
preme  Being,  and  waited  for  day,  without 
coming  to  any  refolution. 

About  half  after  five  the  fihip,  beat  by  the 
breakers,  which  followed  one  another  incef- 
fantly,  made  a  great  deal  of  water,  and  the 
danger  appeared  more  urgent.  The  boat- 
fwain  perceiving  that  Ihe  continued  upright, 
and  withing  to  keep  her  in  that  pofition,  cut 
away  the  mails,  we  then  laboured  to  lighten 
the  vefifel,  that  the  might  drive  nearer  and 
nearer  to  the  fhore. 

About  feven  o’clock  the  captain  put  â  flop 
to  all  work  that  we  might  come  to  lome  kind 
of  refolution  in  fuch  unfortunate  circum- 
ftances.  Nobody  knew  where  we  were. 
Some  aflerted  that  we  were  afhore  on  one  of 
the  Canary  Blands,  and  others  on  the  Coalt 
of  Africa.  Being  recovered  however  from 
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our  fir  ft  fright,  our  whole  attention  was 
turned  to  the  fafeft  means  of  reaching  the  land, 
whatever  it  might  be. 

AY  e  were  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  league 
from  it,  nor  could  we  diftinguifti  any  thing 
on  the  fhore  ;  this  however  did  not  prevent 
M.  Decham,  the  mafter’s  mate,  a  native  of 
Bourdeaux,  only  nineteen  years  old,  but  of  a 
bold  and  intrepid  difpofition,  from  leaping 
into  the  lea.  He  tied  the  *  de.epfea-line  round 
his  waift,  that  it  might  ferve  him  to  tow  a 
fomewhat  thicker  rope  alhore,  that  would 
have  been  a  great  affiftance  to  us,  in  cafe  of 
the  fhip’s  going  to  pieces. 

The  rocks  among  which  this  young  man 
was  obliged  to  fwim,  made  him  let  go  the 
line  :  fo  that  his  courage  was  of  no  ufe  to  us. 
Overcome  with  fatigue  and  cold,  he  fheltered 
himfelf  from  the  wind  in  a  calk  that  the  fea' 
had  already  carried  to  the  beach. 

Scarcely  was  he  in  it,  when  we  faw  an 
animal  running  along  the  fea- fide,  which  our 
fear  transformed  into  a  tiger;  it  was  a  dog, 
belonging  to  fome  Moors,  who  foon  after 
made  their  appearance.  The  people  known 

*  Line  for  founding  in  deep  water. 
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in  Europe  by  the  general  name  of  Moors, 
compofe  however  feveral  nations  ;  thofe 
whom  we  perceived  are  the  defcendants  of 
the  wandering  Arabs,  and  of  the  Portugefe 
fugitives,  who  took  refuge  in  Zaara  when 
the  fherifs  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the 
three  kingdoms  of  Barbary  ;  they  are  known 
in  Africa  by  the  general  appellation  of  Nar. 
Thofe  who  occupy  the  country  where  we 
were  wrecked,  are  called  Mongcarts  :  they 
are  only  governed  by  chiefs  of  hordes,  and 
acknowledge  no  fovereign  but  the  Emperor 
of  Morocco,  to  whom  however  they  pay  no 
tribute,  and  whofe  very  laws  they  do  not 
obferve  ;  thofe  who  inhabit  the  country  to¬ 
wards  Cape  Blanco,  and  on  the  banks  of  the 
Niger,  are  known  by  feveral  names,  and  have 
their  own  princes  ;  the  moll:  considerable  are 
the  King  of  the  Blacnars*,  and  the  King  of 
the  Trafnarsf. 

Thefe  people  are  milerably  poor,  deStitute 
of  every  thing,  and  live  only  upon  what  they 
can  find  or  Steal.  The  earth  they  inhabit 
not  fupplying  their  wants,  they  eagerly  ieize 

*  In  1786  the  name  of  the  reigning  king  was  Halicon. 

f  His  name  was  Admet -Modtar. 
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every  thing  that  Teems  likely  to  fatisfy  them# 
They  came  running  down  in  crowds  to  the 
fea-iide,  and  bellowing  in  the  mod  dreadful 
manner. 

On  hearing  their  cries  the  wretched  De- 
cham  lelt  his  calk,  and  throwing  himfelf  into 
the  Tea,  attempted  to  fwim  back  to  the  Ihip  ; 
but  he  was  foon  flopped  by  the  Moors,  who 
leaped  in  after  him.  They  dragged  him  to 
the  beach,  dripped  him  of  his  fhirt,  and  led 
him  to  the  top  of  the  hill.  Standing  all  on  the 
fore  part  of  the  fhip,  we  dretched  out  our 
arms  towards  them,  and  implored  their  mercy, 
as  if  they  could  have  heard  us.  Our  weak 
voices  did  not  reach  them,  nor  did  they  even 
feem  to  pay  attention  to  our  gedures.  By 
the  help  of  our  glades  we  faw  them  make  a 
hole  in  the  fand,  put  the  wretched  Decham 
in  it,  and  cover  him  entirely. 

Two  men  guarded  him,  and  the  others  re¬ 
turned  to  the  beach  ;  part  of  them  leaping 
into  the  fea,  and  fwimming  towards  the  vef- 
iel ,  while  the  red  were  employed  in  picking 
up  the  fragments  of  the  calks  we  had  thrown 
over-board.  They  then  kindled  them,  ran 
to  fetch  Decham,  carried  him  between  four, 
and  expofed  him  to  the  fire.  Sometimes 
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they  fufpended  him  by  the  feet,  fometimes 
they  held  him  tranfverfely,  and  handed  him 
from  one  to  another.  New  mountaineers 
coming  down  took  the  place  of  the  firft,  who 
began  to  dance  round  the  fire  with  horrid 
cries.  At  this  moment  we  gave  him  up  for 
loft,  our  frighted  imagination  making  us  re¬ 
gard  as  the  height  of  inhumanity  in  this 
people,  what  was  no  more  than  the  figns  of 
their  pity  and  fenfibility. 

Our  bailors,  little  accuftomed  to  a  fight  of 
this  nature,  fancied  they  had  killed  and  eaten 
him  ;  feveral  even  affirmed  that  they  had 
feen  him  tom  to  pieces.  It  was  in  vain  we 
told  them  that  no  cannibals  exifted  on  thofe 
coafts,  nothing  could  make  them  change 
their  idea. 

Neither  the  orders  of  the  officers,  nor  of 
the  captain  himfelf,  were  any  longer  liftened 
to.  They  imagined  that  the  favages  would 
be  bold  enough  to  come  on  board,  and  were 
determined,  they  faid,  to  fight  to  the  laffc 
extremity. 

Finding  that  no  reafons  could  prevail  upon 
the  crew  to  lighten  the  veffel,  which  the 
waves  drove  towards  the  coaft,  I  went  upon 
deck,  offering  money  to  any  body  that  would 
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take  it.  A  bag  of  twelve  hundred  livres,  that 
I  had  received  from  M.  Follie,  was  emptied 
in  a  moment.  Although  they  were  cer¬ 
tain  that  if  they  faved  their  lives,  this  money 
would  be  of  no  ufe  to  them,  yet  it  ferved  to 
draw  them  out  of  the  kind  of  lethargy  into 
which  they  were  funk.  A  part  of  them  bu¬ 
lled  themfelves  again  in  lightning  the  velfel, 
while  the  others  put  the  arms  in  order.  They 
were  fcarcely  prepared,  when  the  captain  or¬ 
dered  every  body  to  leave  off  work.  His  defign 
was  to  repair  to  the  beach' in  parties,  well- 
armed* 

Two  fwivels  loaded  with  lano-ridge  fliot 
were  put  into  the  barge;  wehoifted  it  out  by 
main  firength,  and  four  failors  got  into  it, 
fully  refolved  to  make  a  defperate  defen  ce.  We 
were  perfuaded  that  thefe  people  feeing  them 
armed,  would  not  dare  to  attack  them  ; 
we  thought  belides  that  our  fwivels  were  more 
than  fufficient  to  keep  them  off;  luckily  how¬ 
ever  our  projedl  proved  ineffedtuaL  Out 
meafures  had  been  ill  taken,  the  barge  over- 
fet,  and  our  people  were  fortunate  enough  to 
get  on  board  again,  by  the  help  of  ropes  we 
inOantly  threw  out. 

This  event  did  not  make  us  abandon  our 
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idea;  the  long  boat  remained,  and  we  re- 
folved  to  make  ufe  of  it  to  execute  the  fame 
project.  Working  with  the  greateft  ardour  to 
get  it  over  the  fide,  weexhaufted  our  ftrength, 
and  were  obliged  to  take  fome  refrefhment. 
This  was  what  faved  us.  Refledtion  made 
us  perceive  the  danger,  to  which  we  were  fo 
wantonly  expofing  ourfelves.  The  idea  of 
laying  a  deck  over  the  long-boat,  came  into 
the  head  of  one  of  us,  and  we  believed  it  to 
be  of  eafy  execution.  Our  captain  thinking 
we  were  wrecked  upon  Cape  Non,  hoped  by 
thefe  means  to  reach  the  Canary  Ifland’s. 
Others  faid  it  would  be  eafier  to  reach  Sene¬ 
gal,  on  account  of  the  winds  that  prevail  in. 
thofe  latitudes.  This  latter  opinion  was  the 
beft,  and  would  have  been  followed.  We  fet 
to  work,  but  without  fuccefs,  being  only 
able  to  nail  on  a  few  planks.  After  infinite 
pains  in  hoifting  out  the  boat,  we  moored  it 
alongfide  with  Rout  ropes,  for  fear  it  fhould 
meet  with  the  fame  fate  as  our  barge.  We 
then  put  on  board  provifions,  money,  arms, 
and  our  moll  valuable  effedts  ;  but  however 
wifely  our  meafures  were  taken,  we  were 
once  more  difappointed  in  our  hopes. 


The 


VOYAGES  TO  THE 


iS 


The  Tea  ran  fo  high  that  we  were  obliged 

O  O 

to  get  out  again.  It  was  with  great  regret 
that  we  left  our  long-boat.  Soon  after  one 
of  the  ropes  by  which  it  was  moored  break¬ 
ing,  it  dathed  violently  againft  the  fhip’s  fide. 
In  fpite  of  the  danger  it  was  moored  anew; 
but  as  it  was  all  over  leaks,  and  as  it  was  im- 
poifible  to  hoift  it  in,  we  were  reduced  to 
the  fad  neceffity  of  letting  it  go  altogether. 

It  was  hardly  upon  the  beach  when  the 
Moors  came  down.  They  laid  hands  on 
every  thing  it  contained,  hauled  it  over  the 
fand  by  main  ftrength,  and  fet  it  on  fire. 
This  adion  appeared  as  cruel  to  us  as  what 
we  thought  they  had  done  to  our  wretched 
fellow  in  misfortune.  Ignorant  of  their  laws 
and  cuftoms,  we  only  judged  of  their  adions 
by  what  our  aftonifhed  imagination  led  us  to 
believe.  We  did  not  know  that  thefe  people 
are  bound  to  deftroy  whatever  their  habits  of 
life  render  of  no  ufe.  Simple  as  it  was,  this 
adion  converted  our  courage  into  defpon- 
dency. 

Our  fhip  advanced  but  little,  and  fuftered 
perceptibly  from  the  fea.  She  beat  towards 
the  middle,  the  deck  was  loofened,  and  at 
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every  wave  that  came  we  thought  fhe  would 
have  parted.  Oil  the  other  hand,  the  danger 
to  which  we  imagined  we  fhould  expofe 
ourfelves,  even  if  we  had  the  good  fortune 
to  reach  the  fhore,  feemed  {fill  more  terrible. 
Our  fpirits  gave  way  to  thefe  refleXions,  and 
defpondency  and  conflcrnation  were  piXured 
in  every  countenance. 

The  cooper,  a  bold  fellow,  and  an  excellent 
fwimmer,  loon  recalled  us  from  our  fad  re- 
fleXions.  “  Friends,”  faid  he  to  his  fellow 
Tailors,  “  we  mull  perilh  here,  or  fall  into 
the  hands  of  thofe  people  ;  there  is  no  other 
alternative,  and  my  incertitude  as  to  the  fate 
that  awaits  me  is  more  dreadful  than  death 
itfelf.  I  am  going  to  fwim  afhore.  Obferve 
well  what  they  do  with  me.  Jf  they  do  not 
kill  me  I  will  make  you  a  fignal  ;  but  at  all 
events  1  lhall  have  the  confolation  of  dying 
before  vou.” 

We  were  all  aftonifhed  at  his  refolution, 
and  nobody  thought  of  flopping  him.  He 
leaped  into  the  fea  ;  more  than  twentv  Moors 
fwam  to  meet  him,  affiled  him  in  getting 
to  the  beach,  Hripped  him  of  his  fhirt,  ex- 
pofed  him  to  the  fire,  as  they  had  Decham, 
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danced  round  him,  and  at  lad  conveyed  him 
out  of  our  fight,  without  any  of  us  being  able 
to  decide  whether  they  had  killed  him  or 
faved  his  life. 

The  captain,  who  to  all  appearance  had  ftill 
prefer  ved  his  recollection,  now  loft  all  pre¬ 
fence  of  mind.  He  believed  he  had  feen  him 
torn  to  pieces,  and  no  longer  thought  of  any 
thing  but  the  readied:  way  to  die.  His  defign 
was  to  blow  up  the  fhip,  and  feveral  thoufand 
weight  of  powder  in  the  magazine  rendered  it 
of  eafy  execution.  He  fent  for  us  all  upon 
deck,  and  exhorted  us  to  meet  our  fate  ;  not 
wifhing  however  to  die  without  revenge,  he 
made  preparations  for  firing  upon  the  multi¬ 
tude  that  covered  the  beach.  To  draw  them 
thither  in  greater  numbers,  and  to  be  fure  of 
doing  greater  execution,  we  threw  every 
thing  of  the  mod  value  into  the  fea.  He  was 
deceived  in  his  expectation,  for  the  Moors, 
informed  by  our  two  fellow-fufferers  that  we 
were  Frenchmen,  and  remembering  the  lofs 
they  had  met  with  at  the  wreck  of  two  ftfips 
of  the  fame  nation,  fufpefted  a  part  of  the 
plot  that  was  laid  againd  them.  They  re¬ 
tired  from  the  beach  without  attending  to 
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the  objects  the  fea  carried  thither,  kindled 
great  fires  upon  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  gave 
way  to  all  the  emotions  of  joy  the  fight  of  fo 
rich  a  prize  excited  in  their  hearts. 

Fruftrated  in  his  hopes,  and  unwilling  to 
fall  alive  into  the  hands  of  the  favages,  the 
captain  again  affembled  the  crew,  and  exhorted 
them  to  blow  up  the  veffel.  Although  the 
officers  were  of  the  contrary  opinion,  we 
fhould  all  have  perifhed  but  for  the  courage  of 
M.  Bardon,  fécond  lieutenant  of  the  African 
battalion.With  his  drawn  fword,  and  feconded 
by  the  officers,  he  threatened  to  cut  down 
the  fir  ft  who  fhould  dare  approach  the  maga¬ 
zine. 

What  a  ftrange  contradiction  is  there  in  the 
minds  of  men,  efpecially  when  in  danger  ! 
They  all  wanted  to  die,  and  yet  there  was 
not  one  bold  enough  to  rufh  upon  the  fword 
of  M.  Bardon  !  The  crew  retired  to  the 
fore  part  of  the  fhip,  while  with  M.  Follie,  a 
cabin-boy,  and  a  landfman,  I  watched  over 
the  conduct  of  the  captain,  who  feemed  to 
have  adopted  our  opinion.  He  thanked  us 
for  our  refiftance,  and  begged  us  to  forgive 
the  weaknefs  of  a  moment.  About  midnight 
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he  threw  himfelf  upon  his  bed,  waked  about 
two  o’clock,  came  upon  deck,  and  was  fo 
frighted  at  the  fires  and  dances  of  the  Moors, 
that  he  determined  to  put  an  end  to  his  ex-» 
iftence.  He  took  care  not  to  acquaint  us 
with  his  defign,  lay  down  on  his  bed,  ad- 
drefied  a  prayer  to  Heaven,  and  leaning  down 
his  head,  difcharged  two  piftols  in  his  mouth. 
We  hailed  to  him,  and  thought  him  dead, 
but  he  had  miffed  the  vital  parts  ;  the  furgeon 
immediately  dreffed  his  wounds,  and  he  was 
prevented  from  making  a  new  attempt  upon 
his  life. 

The  horrid  fight  exhibited  by  his  lacerated 
countenance,  fo  far  from  difcouraging  the 
Crew,  only  ferved  to  confirm  each  of  us  in 
our  defign  of  efcaping  from  the  wreck  ;  lève¬ 
rai,  for  fear  the  Moors  fhould  afcribe  his 
wound  to  us,  propofed  tying  a  fvvivel  round 
his  waif!:,  and  throwing  him  into  the  fea  ; 
but  this  barbarous  adyice  was  rejefted. 

As  foon  as  the  day  began  to  dawn,  the 
mate  affembled  all  hands  on  deck,  and  we  fet 
about  making  a  raft,  but  warned  by  the 
lafl  evening’s  experience,  we  refolved  to  wait 
or  the  ebb  tide. 


About 
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About  eleven  o’clock,  the  Moors,  no  longer 
perceiving  any  thing  ftir  upon  deck,  came 
fvvimming  off,  with  the  intention  of  boarding 
the  veffel.  Directed  by  their  cries,  we 
threw  out  ropes  to  them,  and  took  them 
aboard.  Without  anfwering,  or  troubling 
themfelves  about  our  queftions,  they  attended 
to  nothing  but  the  plunder,  the  word  Mo¬ 
rocco  being  the  onlv  one  we  heard. 

Deprived  of  the  afliftance  we  expected  from 
their  arrival,  and  in  hafte  to  reach  the  land, 
fince  they  were  growing  more  numerous 
than  ourfelves,  we  got  the  raft  into  the  wa¬ 
ter  about  two  o’clock.  Only  ten  could  find 
room  upon  it.  The  violence  of  the  furf 
waffied  off  four  of  them,  and  M.  Bardon,  the 
officer  of  the  African  battalion  was  drowned  ; 
fuch  was  the  fad  fate  of  him,  who,  the  even¬ 
ing  before,  had  faved  us  all.  Two  others,  one 
of  whom  was  M.  Follie,  were  feafonably  fuc- 
coured  by  the  Moors,  who  jumped  overboard, 
and  carried  them  fenfelefs  to  the  beach.  The 
mate,  who  was  the  fourth,  returned  to  the 
ffiip.  The  other  fix,  among  whom  was  the 
captain,  were  fcarcely  afhore,  when  the 
Moors  conducted  them  to  an  eminence  where 

there 
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there  was  a  little  fire,  and  after  having  Grip¬ 
ped  them,  left  them  there.  No  more  than 
eleven  remained  on  board.  We  began  a  new 
raft  with  the  greateft  diligence  ;  it  was  foon 
ready,  and  though  of  little  folidity,  afforded 
room  for  five  perfons.  Four  faved  themfelves 
without  accident,  the  fifth  was  affifted  by  a 
Moor,  who  was  on  his  return  with  what  he 
had  plundered  in  the  fhip. 

Six  of  us  were  left  behind,  without  the  pof- 
fibility  of  making  another  raft,  the  great 
number  of  Moors  bufied  in  plundering,  ren¬ 
dering  it  impracticable.  We  therefore  refolved 
to  avail  ourfelves  of  the  bundles  they  were 
throwing  into  the  fea,  to  hold  faft  by  them, 
and  by  thefe  means  to  get  afhore.  I  was  the 
firft  to  adventure,  and  the  good  fuccefs  I  met 
with  encouraged  the  bailors  to  follow  my  ex¬ 
ample. 

About  fix  o’clock  we  were  all  affembled  on 
the  hill,  round  a  great  fire.  The  Moors  left 
us  there  half  an  hour,  and  then  having  exa¬ 
mined  us,  as  is  cuftomary  with  {laves,  made  us 
all  get  up,  and  conduced  us  about  half  a  league 
up  the  country.  There  they  divided  ;  one 
half  returned  towards  the  beach,  and  we  were 
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left  the  fad  witnefles  of  the  difputes  of  the 
reft  to  know  to  whom  we  fhould  belong. 

Seeing  them  rufh  upon  us  with  their  fabres 
drawn,  we  did  not  well  know  what  to  think  ; 
we  were  naked  and  unarmed  ;  nor  had  we  as 
yet  perceived  our  two  fellows  in  misfortune, 
who  had  fwam  to  the  fhore  on  the  preceding 
evening:.  We  all  believed  the  laft  moments  of 
our  life  at  hand,  and  inftinftively  took  flight, 
with  the  intention  of  preferving  it  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  longer. 

A  bloody  conflict  followed  for  the  poffef- 
fion  of  our  perfons,  all  of  them  attempting 
to  lay  hold  of  us.  Several  of  our  people  were 
defperately  wounded,  and  I  myfelf  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  flopped  by  two  Moors,  al- 
moft  at  the  fame  inftant.  He  who  had  touched 
me  firft  pretended  I  was  his  ;  fuch  was  the 
law  ;  but  his  adverfary,  too  cruel  to  hear  rea- 
fon,  endeavoured  to  fettle  the  difpute  by  my 
death. 

I  parried  the  flab  he  made  at  me,  and  had 
only  two  fingers  hurt  by  the  poignard  ;  this 
aftion  coft  him  his  life  ;  he  was  not  quick 
enough  in  putting  himfelf  on  his  guard  againil 
my  true  mafler,  who,  having  like  him  his 

dagger 
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dagger  in  bis  hand,  laid  him  breathlefs  at  his 
feet. 

The  Moor  to  whofe  lot  I  fell,  then  led  me 
to  the  place  where  were  his  brothers,  his 
wives,  and  his  {laves.  The  fire  they  applied 
to  my  wound,  to  fianch  the  blood,  {lopped, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  progrefs  of  the  poifon. 
Plants,  dipped  in  turtle-oil,  were  afterwards 
wrapped  round  my  hand,  and  ere  long  I  ex¬ 
perienced  the  moll  perfect  cure. 

Let  any  one  figure  to  himfelf,  if  pofiible, 
the  fad  fituation  of  a  man,  who,  having  never 
been  accuffomed  to  travel,  found  himfelf  fud- 
denly  firipped  of  his  cloaths,  dying  of  hunger, 
and  l'urrounded  by  barbarians,  whom  he  look¬ 
ed  upon  as  his  executioners.  Death,  which 
at  the  moment  of  our  fhipwreck  was  pidlured 
in  my  imagination  in  the  mofl  dreadful  co¬ 
lours,  no  longer  wore  fo  frightful  an  appear¬ 
ance.  Although  I  was  refolved  to  bear  every 
thing  to  preferve  my  wretched  exiftence,  I 
looked  on  the  excefs  of  my  bufferings  with  the 
greatefl  indifference.  My  misfortune  was 
too  great  for  me  to  feel  it.  I  thought  that 
every  moment  was  to  be  the  lafi:  of  my  life. 
Refigned  to  the  Supreme  will,  I  waited  with¬ 
out 
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out  inquietude  for  the  fatal  ftroke,  and  con 
fidered  it  as  the  happy  period  of  my  woes. 

The  difputes  of  the  Moors  about  the  moft 
trifling  matter  that  excited  their  cupidity,  and 
the  blows  and  (tabs  they  dealt  on  one  another, 
made  me  believe  they  were  facrificing  my 
wretched  fellows  in  misfortune  to  their  fury. 
I  had  feen  two  of  my  countrymen  knocked 
down  by  my  fide;  I  thought  they  had  been 
killed,  and  I  no  longer  gave  any  faith  to  the 
hiftorians  who  have  defcribed  the  manners  of 
thefe  people.  I  believed  them  to  be  cannibals.  I 
was  feparated  from  my  countrymen,  I  was 
furrounded  by  a  fcore  or  two  of  Moors,  and 
I  fancied  that  we  had  been  fhared  in  this  man¬ 
ner  to  ferve  for  their  family  repafls.  The 
ftones  brought  to  fupport  the  fire,  the  fag¬ 
gots,  and  the  fragments  of  calks  piled  up  near 
the  fpot  where  I  was  detained,  feemed  fo  many 
inftruments  of  the  torments  referved  for  me. 
In  this  perfuafion  I  once  more  recommended 
my  foul  to  God,  and  when  my  prayer  was 
over,  waited  quietly  for  death,  and  looked  up¬ 
on  what  I  thought  the  preparation  for  it 
without  difmay.  My  tranquillity  however 
was  not  philofophy,  but  rather  an  entire  con¬ 
fidence 
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fidence  in  the  mercy  of  the  Divinity.  The 
dreffing  put  upon  my  wound  did  not  remove 
this  fatal  idea. 

The  dances,  and  the  cruel  joy  of  the  women 
who  furrounded  me,  and  plucked  out  my 
hair,  rather  out  of  curiofity  than  a  mifchievous 
defign,  and  who,  without  thinking  of  cover¬ 
ing  me,  rejoiced  at  having  me  among  them, 
all  concurred  to  confirm  me  in  my  opinion. 
It  was  at  length  difpelled,  when  I  beheld 
them  take  a  pleafure  in  feeing  me  drink  the 
milk  that  was  offered  me  about  ten  o’clock  in 
the  evening.  I  paffed  however  a  mold  mife- 
rable  night,  a  prey  to  a  thoufand  heart-break¬ 
ing  reflections,  ftretched  out  naked  upon  the 
fand,  and  expofed  to  all  the  inclemency  of  the 
air. 

The  Mongearts,  or  Arabs  of  Zaara,  were 
the  only  ones  who  happened  to  be  upon  the 
fea-fide  at  the  time  we  were  wrecked,  but 
they  did  not  enjoy  the  whole  of  our  fpoils. 
They  were  obliged  to  fhare  them  with  the 
Moors  at  Bilidulgerid,  a  warlike  and  well- 
armed  nation,  known  in  the  country  by  the 
appellation  of  Monfelemines.  It  was  to  an  Arab 
of  this  latter  nation  that  J  belonged. 
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The  following  day  our  matters  permitted  us 
all  to  aflemble  upon  the  beach.  Such  of  our 
party  as  belonged  to  the  Mongearts  had  been 
treated  with  the  utmoft  humanity.  Some 
had  lkins  to  cover  them,  and  others  apparel 
that  their  matters  had  plundered  from  the 
wreck.  As  to  thofe  who  belonged  to  the 
Monfelemines,  they  were  all  naked  like  my- 
felf,  nor  had  they  been  better  treated. 

This  diverfity  of  manners  in  fuch  neigh¬ 
bouring  nations,  made  me  believe,  that  with¬ 
out  doubt  my  companions  had  been  better 
treated  by  the  Mongearts,  merely  becaufe  that 
people  was  accuftomed  to  fee  Europeans  in 
the  river  of  Senegal,  and  at  Portendie,  and  I 
confequently  imagined  that  if  I  could  belong 
to  them  I  fhould  certainly  be  carried  to  the 
former  of  thofe  places. 

This  idea,  true  or  falfe,  made  me  form  the 
project  of  efcaping,  fhould  it  be  in  my  power, 
from  the  place  where  my  matter  kept  his 
wives  and  (laves.  The  little  or  no  attention 
that  was  paid  to  me,  induced  me,  about  nine 
in  the  morning,  to  make  for  the  interior  part  of 
the  countrv,  without  knowing  whither  I  was 
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I  had  hardly  proceed  half  a  league  wheft  1 
was  met  by  a  party  of  Moors,  who  made  me 
quicken  my  pace,  and  conducted  me  to  their 
tents,  where  I  faw  an  abundance  of  goats  and 
camels.  They  gave  me  milk  as  foon  as  I  ar¬ 
rived,  and  covered  me  with  feveral  goat-lkins 
fewed  together. 

Although  I  was  much  fatigued,  and  had 
palled  two  nights  without  deep,  it  was  in  vain 
to  think  of  repofe.  I  was  obliged  to  walk  all 
day  long.  Towards  night  we  hopped,  and  I 
palled  it  mod:  peacefully,  although  expofed  to 
the  inclemency  of  the  night-air. 

Scarcely  was  the  fun  rifen,  when  the  camels 
were  again  ready  for  the  route.  A  Moor 
made  me  get  up  behind  him,  and  I  continued 
to  travel  in  this  way  without  knowing  whi¬ 
ther  I  was  going;,  having  left  all  the  red:  of 
the  crew  by  the  fea-fide. 

About  three  o’clock  I  arrived  at  other  tents, 
where  I  relied  from  the  fatigues  of  the  fore¬ 
going  days.  I  daid  there  however  only 
two  more,  for  on  the  third,  three  naked,  but 
well-armed  Arabs,  dragged  me  away  in  a 
fouthern  direction.  We  had  eroded  feveral 
rivers,  when,  after  a  march  of  dxteen  days, 

they 
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they  flopped,  without  daring  to  condudl  me 
any  further. 

On  the  firfl  day  my  footfteps  were  marked 
by  my  blood  ;  but  the  Arabs  having  drawn 
out  the  thorns,  having  fcraped  the  foies  of 
my  feet  with  their  daggers,  and  plaiftered 
them  over  with  tar  and  fand,  I  walked  on 
without  further  pain  or  difficulty. 

Their  intention  was  to  fell  me  to  the  fhips 
that  come  to  Senegal,  to  buy  gum,  and  every 
day  they  repeated  to  me  in  Arabick,  Soui  foui 
ou  cannefeine  Gaderdome  ;  which,  as  I  after¬ 
wards  learned,  lignifies,  you  will  foon  be  at 
Senegal.  But  the  war  which  then  raged  be- 
tween  the  princes  of  thole  cantons,  hindered 
them  from  executing  their  defigns. 

We  paffed  three  days  in  a  forell  of  gum- 
trees.  The  utter  impolfibility  of  their  felling 
me  at  Senegal  obliging  them  to  return  by  the 
way  they  came,  we  fet  off  again,  and  after 
thirty  days  continual  walking,  I  arrived  at 
my  mailer’s  tent*.  He  had  been  long  re- 

*  That  is  to  fay,  the  way  backwards  and  forwardstook  up 
thirty  days,  and  as  thefe  two  journies  may  he  confidered  as 
one,  the  whole  route  was  performed  in  thirty-four. 
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turned  from  the  plunder  of  the  fhip,  and  had 
been  obliged  on  account  of  his  flocks  to  re¬ 
move  towards  that  part  of  the  defert  that  fe- 
parates  the  territory  of  the  Monfelemines  from 
that  of  the  Mongearts.  My  food  during  this 
laborious  march  confifted  of  nothing  but  milk 
mixed  with  camel’s  urine,  and  a  little  barlev- 
meal  or  millet,  which  they  ftir  up  in  brackifh 
water,  whenever  they  have  the  good  fortune 
to  meet  with  any. 

It  would  be  impoftible  to  defcribe  all  my 
bufferings  in  fo  long  a  journey.  I  fhould  have 
infallibly  funk  under  them  if  I  had  not  pof- 
befled  a  good  conftitution,  and  had  I  not  all 
my  life  been  accuftomed  to  fatigue.  As  often 
as  they  pronounced  the  word  Gaderdomey 
though  I  did  not  underftand  it,  I  felt  my  fatigue 
alleviated.  Their  manner  of  fpeaking  tome 
of  that  place  made  me  regard  it  as  the  period 
of  my  misfortunes  ;  but  when  they  mentioned 
it  no  more,  I  thought  with  reafon  that  my 
bufferings  would  be  long. 

They  made  me  underftand,  by  fhewing  ma 
their  mulkets,  that  they  fhould  be  killed  if 
they  went  that  way.  The  truth  was,  that 
they  were  under  no  fuch  apprehenfion,  but 
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they  were  afraid  left  they  Ihould  be  robbed  of 
their  prize,  and  did  not  chufe  to  run  the  rilk 
of  lofing  the  profit  they  hoped  to  derive  from 
the  fale  of  my  perfon. 

In  the  defert  very  excellent  land  is  to  be 
met  with,  which,  if  cultivated,  would  doubt- 
lefs  produce  all  the  neceftaries  of  life.  We 
found  there  an  abundance  of  truffles,  that  I 
ate  with  an  high  relifh,  the  Moors,  in  whofe 
company  I  was,  often  procuring  them  for  me. 
Being  accuftomed  to  live  on  milk,  they  con¬ 
tented  themfelves  with  that  of  our  camels, 
and  chearfully  denied  themfelves  thofe  roots 
on  my  account.  I  had  no  complaint  to  make 
of  my  conductors  ;  they  treated  me  with  hu¬ 
manity,  and,  as  far  as  lay  in  their  power,  pro¬ 
cured  me  whatever  feemed  to  pleafe  me  the 
moft. 

I  was  fo  fincerely  attached  to  them,  that  it 
was  not  without  regret  I  law  them  fet  off  the 
day  after  our  arrival;  nor  did  I  ever  fee  them 
again.  During  the  journey,  when  we  ftopped 
in  the  evening,  they  went  themfelves  in  queft 
of  wood  for  the  night,  and  left  me  to  take  care 
of  the  camels  and  baggage  ;  nay,  very  often, 
when  they  perceived  I  was  tpo  much  fatigued, 

they 
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they  halted  two  or  three  hours  before  the  fet- 
ting  of  the  fun. 

The  horde  to  which  I  belonged,  was  com- 
pofed  of  fifty-two  tents,  fometimes  all  together, 
fometimes  divided,  according  as  the  conveni¬ 
ence  of  pâfturage  required.  Thefe  tents  are 
made  of  a  black  and  flout  fluff,  woven  of 
goat’s  and  camel’s  hair,  and  about  eighteen 
inches  wide  ;  they  are  fewed  together,  and 
two  crois  flicks  luppoft  the  tent.  All  their 
furniture  confifls  of  fome  flraw  ropes  for  their 
cattle,  an  earthen  pot  to  Warm  their  milk,  or 
boil  their  meat,  a  ladle,  a  mat,  a  knife,  a  pike, 
and  a  great  ftone,  which  ferves  them  as  a 
hammer  to  drive  in  the  pins  of  the  tent.  Con¬ 
tented  in  their  indigence,  and  ftrangers  to  ar¬ 
tificial  wants,  thefe  people  live  in  perfect  tran¬ 
quillity.  The  men  pafs  their  time  in  hunting, 
and  keeping  their  flocks,  the  women  in  fpin- 
ning,  and  dreffing  their  victuals.  Both  fexes 
alike  wear  goat-fkins,  or  (pagnes )  when  they 
can  get  Guinea  blues. 

The  finery  of  the  men  confifls  in  the  beauty 
of  their  arms,  luch  as  daggers,  fabres,  and 
mulkets,  and  in  a  firing  of  large  white  chryf- 
tal  ;  as  to  that  of  the  women,  it  confifls  in 
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necklaces  of  amber,  coral,  or  glafs  beads  of 
every  kind,  in  gold  or  Silver  ear-rings,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  wealth  of  the  individual,  and 
in  a  very  ample  pagne ,  ofwhich  one  half  i* 
red. 

I  paffed  two  days  without  being  called  upon 
to  do  any  work  ;  on  the  third  they  fent  me 
to  fetch  wood  for  the  tent.  For  this  purpofe 
an  old  cord  was  given  me,  and  a  child  accom¬ 
panied  me,  to  {hew  me  the  proper  kind  to 
take. 

Although  the  whole  country  is  covered  with 
bufhes,  thefe  people  are  moft  careful  to  pre- 
ferve  them,  never  touching  a  green  {tick.  It 
very  often  took  me  two  whole  hours  to  feek 
for  dead  wood;  and  when  my  faggot  was 
fufficient  for  the  day’s  confumption,  I  carried 
it  to  the  tent. 

It  is  needlefs  to  defcant  on  what  I  Suffered 
from  this  work,  eafy  as  it  may  appear.  I 
paffed  the  whole  day  without  any  thing 
to  cover  me,  and- my  naked  fhoulders,  lace¬ 
rated  by  my  burthen,  ufed  to  run  down  with 
blood. 

Contented  with  my  punctuality  and  affidu- 
ity,  in  furnishing  the  neceffary  quantity  *of 
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wood,  they  next  employed  me  in  making  but¬ 
ter.  For  this  purpofe  they  put  their  milk  in. 
a  goat’s  fkin,  fufpend  it  on  three  flicks,  and 
fhake  it  for  about  two  hours.  Such  were  my 
occupations  during  my  flay  in  this  tent. 

My  mafter  having  met  with  an  opportunity 
of  difpofing  of  me,  I  faw  a  barrel  of  meal,  and 
an  iron  bar  about  nine  feet  long  given  in  ex- 
change  for  my  perfon  :  1  do  not  know  whe¬ 
ther  the  purchafer  gave  any  thing  effe. 

The  following  day,  asfoon  as  the  fun  arofe, 
we  fet  off,  and  walked  for  nine  fucceffive 
days.  It  is  the  cuftom  of  all  the  people  of 
Africa  to  begin  their  journey  at  fun-rife,  and 
not  to  flop  till  it  is  about  to  fet.  In  the  day¬ 
time  they  eat  nothing  but  a  fmali  wild  fruit 
refembling  jujubes,  ( the  jujube-tree)  which 
is  to  be  found  every  where. 

When  we  halted,  I  was  obliged,  like  the 
negro-flaves,  to  go  and  fetch  wood,  to  keep 
us  warm  during  the  night,  and  to  protedb  us 
from  the  ferpents  and  wild  beafls  that  over¬ 
run  the  country.  A  little  barley-meal,  mixed 
up  with  brackilh  water,  was  then  given  me, 
and  was  my  only  food,  when  we  met  with  no 

tents  on  our  way. 
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All  thefe  people  are  hofpitable  in  the  higheft 
degree.  When  a  ft  ranger  arrives  they  greet 
him  with  the  falutation  of  friendlhip,  and  of¬ 
ten  deny  themfelves  food,  that  they  may  fup- 
ply  his  wants. 

Scarcely  was  I  arrived  among  the  Moors  in 
rebellion  againft  the  Emperor  of  Morocco, 
when  I  was  fold.  My  new  mafter  gave  me 
no  reft,  fending  me  the  very  next  day  to  keep 
his  camels,  the  care  of  the  goats  being  gene¬ 
rally  entrufted  to  children.  I  pafted  day  after 
day  in  the  midft  of  the  mountains,  entirely 
abandoned  to  my  own  reflexions,  and  totally 
ignorant  of  the  fate  of  my  fellows  in  misfor¬ 
tune. 

The  long  journies  I  had  performed  had  left 
me  without  an  idea  of  the  country  I  was  in, 
and  the  hope  of  my  deliverance  began  to  de- 
fert  me.  I  faw  no  period  to  my  misfortunes  ; 
they  grew  more  and  more  intolerable;  my 
ftrength  perceptibly  diminifhed,  and  every 
time  I  changed  my  mafter  I  found  myfelf 
worfe  treated. 

In  the  evening,  on  my  return  to  the  tent, 
plenty  of  camel’s  milk  was  given  me,  but  the 
unfrequency  of  my  meals,  and  the  poornefs 
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of  this  fare,  would  certa  n’y  never  have  fuf- 
ficed  to  keep  up  my  firength,  if  I  had  not 
taken  care,  during  the  dav,  to  leek  for  truf¬ 
fles,  and  other  wild  roots,  which  neceffity 
had  made  me  acquainted  with  while  on  the 
road  with  my  firft  conductors. 

I  was  fold  again,  my  health  being  already 
impaired,  and  was  conducted  by  my  new 
matter  to  his  tent,  where  I  did  not  remain 
long.  Poorer  than  are  the  generality  of  people 
of  that  country,  he  carried  me  to  a  neighbour- 
ing  market,  to  endeavour  to  make  fume  pro¬ 
fit  by  my  perfon.  He  there  met  with  an 
Arab,  who  bought  me  for  two  young  camels, 
and  fold  me  at  the  market  the  day  after.  He 
received  money  in  exchange,  how  much  I 
know  not  ;  all  lknow  is  that  he  fet  offhig  hly 
fatisfied,  fince  he  gave  me  about  two  pounds 
of  dates,  and  a  fmall  piece  of  filver  money 
that  I  have  kept  to  this  day. 

Throughout  Zaara  trade  is  only  carried  on 
by  barter.  It  was  in  this  place  that  I  faw 
money  for  the  firft  time.  The  fight  of  it  re¬ 
vived  my  hopes,  for  I  thought  with  reafon 
that  I  was  not  far  from  a  civilized  flate.  The 
variety  I  obferved  in  commerce  made  me  ima- 
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gine  that  it  would  not  be  long  before  Ï  ffiould 
find  the  means  of  alleviating  my  diftrefs.  I 
conceived  the  hope  of  fending  information  of 
my  wretched  fate  to  my  family  ;  I  expefted  my 
deliverance  from  their  tendernefs  ;  and  this 
idea  made  me  fupport  my  bufferings  with 
greater  fortitude. 

I  learned  by  experience  the  truth  of  their 
opinion,  who  affirm  that  the  more  men  are 
civilized,  the  more  they  are  cruel.  Every 
new  mafter  treated  me  worfe  than  the  la  ft  ; 
and  accordingly  I  was  approaching  the  Mo¬ 
rocco  dominions,  where  we  fhouid  have  had 
ftill  more  to  buffer,  if  we  had  been  unfor¬ 
tunate  enough  to  belong  to  any  one  but  the 
Emperor. 

We  fet  off  in  the  dulk  of  the  evening,  and 
took  our  way  towards  Cape  Non.  Four 
Arabs,  who  were  at  the  market  while  the 
Moor  was  buying  me,  lay  in  wait  for  us  when 
the  night  was  coming  on.  They  were  only 
armed  with  their  daggers,  and  as  my  mafter 
knew  them,  he  had  no  diftruft  of  their  in¬ 
tentions.  Seeing  one  of  them  in  the  aft  of 
blabbing  him,  I  cried  out;  my  mafter  avoided 
the  blow,  and  ffiot  his  adverfary  dead.  The 
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others  immediately  attacked  him  ;  I  ran  to 
his  ahiftance,  and  with  the  help  of  my 
flick  flretched  one  of  them  at  his  feet  ;  and 
as  he  ftabbed  him  inftantly,  the  two  others 
fled.  We  took  nothing  but  the  daggers  of 
the  two  that  were  killed,  and  continued  our 
journey.  Inftead  of  felling  me,  as  was  his 
intention,  he  turned  me  over  to  his  brother, 
one  of  the  richeft  individuals  in  the  country. 

That  moment  was  the  end  of  my  fuffer- 
ings.  I  was  obeyed  by  the  negro  flaves  ;  the 
women  gave  me  every  thing  I  could  delire  ; 
I  had  no  longer  any  work  to  do;  and  if  I 
went  out  with  the  cattle  it  was  for  my  own 
amufement. 

We  naturally  allume  the  manners  of  the 
people  among  whom  we  live,  however  favage 
they  may  be  ;  efpecially  if  there  be  no  blows 
in  the  bargain.  There  was  no  kind  of  friend- 
fhip  they  did  not  fhew  me  ;  they  endeavoured 
to  attach  me  to  them  ;  promifes,  prefents, 
nothing  was  Ipared  ;  they  even  offered  me 
my  mailer’s  filler.  The  Arabs  of  his  horde 
looked  upon  me  rather  as  their  countryman 
than  as  a  have,  often  entertained  me  with  lham 
fights,  and  let  me  join  in  their  nocturnal 
dances.  I  then 
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I  then  began  to  have  fome  knowledge  of 
the  Arabic,  and  clearly  faw  into  their  de¬ 
signs,  but  I  made  them  understand,  by  a  va¬ 
riety  of  examples,  that  I  Should  become  defpi- 
cable  even  in  their  eyes,  if  I  accepted  their 
propofals.  Seeing  that  my  determination 
was  not  to  be  Shaken,  they  prefied  me  no 
longer. 

The  friendship  they  entertained  for  me  then 
made  them  come  to  the  refolution  of  con¬ 
ducting  me  to  Hali  Laze ,  the  chief  of  Glimi, 
that  I  might  be  conveyed,  they  faid,  as  loon 
as  poffible,  to  the  country  fubjeCt  to  the  do¬ 
minion  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco. 

I  remained  eight  days  at  his  houfe  without 
belonging  to  him  ;  at  length  however  he 
bought  me.  I  cannot  fay  what  made  him 
pay  for  me  at  fo  dear  a  rate,  I  only  know, 
for  I  counted  the  money  myfelf,  that  he  pur- 
chafed  me  for  a  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  all 
in  little  pieces,  of  the  value  of  ten  fous.  As 
thefe  pieces  were  fifteen  hundred  in  number, 
my  mafter  and  I  counted  them  over  two  days 
running  for  fear  of  a  miSfake. 

I  was  not  pleafed  at  the  enormity  of  this 
fum  ;  I  knew  that  he  had  refufed  to  give  a 

hundred 


4-2 


VOYAGES  TO  THE 


hundred  dollars  for  M.  Decham,  and  I  ima¬ 
gined  that  he  had  not  paid  fo  dear  for  me 
without  the  intention  of  rating  my  liberty  a 
an  excefiive  price. 

Hall  Laze  had  a  houfe  which,  in  that  coun¬ 
try,  might  well  pafs  for  a  fuperb  palace.  He 
had  a  great  number  of  negroes,  negreftes, 
horfes,  cows,  camels,  and  almoft  every  thing 
that  is  to  be  feen  in  our  farm-houfes.  He 
had  been  formerly  at  Paris,  in  the  fuit  of  an 
embaffador  of  Morocco;  reafonsof  difcontent, 
and  the  ftronger  one  of  faving  his  head,  had 
forced  him  to  take  the  command  of  the  Moors 
in  rebellion  againft  the  Emperor,  and  he  re¬ 
filled  the  power  of  that  prince  by  the  force  of 
arms. 

He  treated  me  well,  exadled  no  labour  from 
me,  and  gave  me  cloaths  :  I  was  now  Ihel- 
tered  from  the  inclemency  of  the  air,  and  had 
ftraw  given  me,  of  which  I  made  a  kind  of 
bed.  I  ate  two  meals  a  day.  I  had  food  in¬ 
deed  in  abundance,  in  fo  much  that  almoft 
every  day  I  fhared  my  dinner  either  with  a 
failor  of  Provence,  who  happened  to  be  then 
at  Glimi,  or  with  M>  Lanafpeze,  our  mate, 
and  fon  of  the  owner.  As  on  the  market- 
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days  I  had  often  fome  of  my  countrymen  to 
regale.  I  ufed  to  alk  the  women  for  vi&uals, 
and  was  never  refufed.  This  treatment  loon 
reftored  me  my  ftrength. 

The  French  and  Englifh  merchants  fettled 
at  Mogadore,  informed  of  our  misfortune  by 
the  different  brokers  their  commerce  obliged 
them  to  difperfe  about  the  country,  fending 
to  make  propofals  for  our  liberty,  Bentahar, 
a  Moor,  who  lodged  at  my  mailer’s,  bought 
me  for  a  hundred  and  eighty  dollars.  I  was 
witnefs  to  the  bargain,  and  argued  myfelf  con¬ 
cerning  the  price  of  my  ranfom  ;  nor  did  the 
Moor  buy  me  but  on  the  aflurance  I  gave  him 
that  he  would  be  paid  by  the  French  mer¬ 
chants,  the  moment  I  fhould  make  myfelf 
known  at  Mogadore. 

This  man  got  together  at  the  fame  time 
five  of  my  companions,  namely,  M.  Follie,  a 
native  of  Paris,  and  officer  of  adminiftration 
in  the  colonies,  whom  he  purchafcd  for  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  M.  Decham, 
maffcer’s  mate,  a  native  of  Bourdeaux,  and  the 
firft  who  got  afhore,  coft  him  ninety- five  dol¬ 
lars.  The  boatfwain  and  two  bailors  were 
fold  for  only  eighty-five,  or  ninety  each. 

From 
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From  the  moment  I  left  the  wreck  till  my 
arrival  at  Glimi,  the  principal  city  of  Cape 
Non,  I  was  ignorant  of  the  fate  of  the  reft  of 
the  crew. 

M.  Lanafpeze,  our  mate,  was  in  the  fame 
place,  but  left  free  from  all  conftraint  by  his 
matters.  He  was  not  bought,  though  I  can¬ 
not  conceive  what  motive  could  prevent  Ben- 
tahar  from  entering  into  treaty  for  his  ran- 
fom  As  foon  as  he  heard  of  my  arrival  he 
came  to  fee  me,  and  found  me  in  the  outward 
court-yard.  He  looked  like  a  walking  fpec- 
tre.  At  firft  I  did  not  recolleft  him,  nor  did 
he  remember  me  ;  tanned  by  the  fun,  wear¬ 
ing  our  hair  and  beards  like  the  Moors,  and 
dreffed  in  their  fafhion,  there  was  nothing 
furpriling  in  our  being  fo  much  altered.  In 
a  few  moments  however  we  were  in  one 
another’s  arms.  Our  words  died  away  upon 
our  lips,  but  the  tears  that  trickled  down  our 
cheeks  expreffed  the  warmth  of  our  fenti- 
ments.  We  paffed  the  w'hole  day  together, 
and  related  our  fufferings  to  each  other  with 
fatisfaftion. 

As  he  told  me  M.  Follie  was  in  the  fame 
town  with  us,  I  fet  off  immediately,  accom- 
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panied  by  himfelf  and  feveral  Moors,  and  re¬ 
paired  to  the  place  where  he  was  detained. 
M.  Follie  belonged  to  a  cruel  Moor,  who 
treated  him  with  the  greateft  barbarity  ;  he 
flept  upon  the  hard  ground,  and  was  denied 
the  fmalleft  liberty.  Little  accuftomed  to  fa¬ 
tigue,  he  was  covered  with  fores,  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  blows  given  him  by  the  Moors, 
to  force  him  to  walk  beyond  his  ftrength. 

There  was  in  the  fame  place  a  failor  of  Pro¬ 
vence,  belonging  to  our  fhip,  who  was  claimed 
by  no  mafter  ;  he  lived  fometimes  with  one, 
fometimes  with  another,  nobody  giving  him 
the  leaft  moleftation.  Bentahar  was  in  hopes 
he  would  fet  off  with  us,  and  thought  he 
fhould  have  him  without  a  ranfom;  but 
the  very  day  of  our  departure  he  was  removed 
up  the  country,  without  our  knowing  what 
became  of  him.  He  loll:  his  liberty  by  his 
own  fault,  in  keeping  for  ever  with  the 
Moors.  No  doubt  he  found  himfelf  obliged 
to  remain  at  the  very  moment  it  would  have 
been  the  mofl  eafy  for  him  to  obtain  his  li¬ 
berty. 

I  learned  from  my  fellow- flaves  that  they 
had  all  been  uneafy  as  to  my  fate;  that  fe¬ 
veral 
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veral  perfons  infilled  they  had  feen  me  killed  ; 
that  this  general  periuafion  of  the  crew  had 
induced  them  to  acquaint  the  French  conful 
with  my  death  ;  that  they  had  as  yet  no  in¬ 
formation  refpedting  thofe  who  had  fol¬ 
lowed  their  mailers  to  the  fouth  of  Africa  ; 
that  as  to  themfelves  they  had  met  with  hor¬ 
rible  treatment  ;  that  they  had  been  forced 
by  hard  blows  to  unload  the  fhip  ;  that  they 
had  been  obliged  to  grind  corn,  fetch  wood, 
and  tend  cattle  ;  and  that  they  were  cruelly 
beat  for  the  fmalleft  fault,  without  even  know¬ 
ing  they  had  done  amifs.  The  wounds  with 
which  they  were  covered  but  too  well  con¬ 
firmed  the  truth  of  their  recital. 

While  they  congratulated  me  on  having 
cfcaped  fuch  rigorous  treatment,  they  told  me 
that  the  Moors,  after  fighting  to  know  who 
Ihould  be  our  mafters,  had  at  length  fetfire  to 
the  wreck  ;  that  feveral  Arabs  had  been  killed 
by  fplinters  from  the  ftiip,  from  whence  they 
had  not  taken  out  the  powder  ;  that  many  of 
our  people  had  been  wounded  ;  and  that  the 
captain,  after  having  lived  twelve  days  with 
no  fuftenance  but  a  little  brandy,  had  been 
knocked  on  the  head  upon  the  beach.  Per¬ 
haps 
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haps  the  report  of  his  fate  was  as  ill-founded 
as  that  of  mine,  for  M.  Follie  was  the  only- 
one  of  all  the  crew  who  certified  his  death, 
nobody  elfe  knowing  any  thing  of  the  matter. 

The  city  of  Glimi  is  the  firft  place  where 
we  met  with  Jews  :  they  are  very  numerous 
there,  as  well  as  in  all  the  towns  between 
that  place  and  St.  Croix,  almott  all  the  trade 
that  is  carried  on  patting  through  their  hands. 
The  Mahometans  of  thefe  cantons  treat  them 
like  flaves.  Cruel  as  was  the  Arab,  M.  Fol- 
lie’s  matter,  and  however  determined  in  his 
enmity  to  the  Chriftians,  he  told  that  gentle¬ 
man  to  fuffer  nothing  from  the  Jews,  who 
had  gone  his  halves  in  the  purchafe. 

When  M .Follie  lived  with  the  Jew  I  ufed  to 
go  and  fee  him  without  any  referve,  accompa¬ 
nied,  it  is  trlie,  by  Moors  attached  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  my  matter  ;  nor  did  the  Jew  ever 
dare  to  refufe  M.  Follie  leave  to  go  out  and 
walk  with  me.  The  Moors  that  accompanied 
me  were  furprifed  we  fhould  alk  it,  and  gave 
me  to  underftand  that  he  might  go  out  when 
he  pleafed,  and  that  they  would  beat  the 
Jew,  if  he  dared  to  otter  him  the  fmallett 
affront. 


The 
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The  Jew  of  Glimi,  whofe  name  was  Good 
Jacob,  had  received  orders  from  MefTrs.  Ca- 
baner  and  Depra  to  afiift  us  ;  the  letter  im¬ 
ported  that  he  might  fpend  two  hundred 
ounces  of  filver  to  fupply  our  wants.  We 
did  not  know  that  by  the  word  ounce  is  un- 
derftood  in  Barbary,  a:  little  piece  of  money  of 
about  the  value  of  ten  feus ,  and  as  the  letter 
was  written  in  French  and  Arabic,  I  per- 
fuaded  my  mafter  that  two  hundred  dollars 
were  the  fum  the  Jew  was  ordered  to  fpend 
on  our  account.  I  put  a  mulket  ball  in  one 
fcale,  and  in  the  other  fmall  pieces  of  money 
till  they  amounted  to  the  fame  weight.  In¬ 
duced  by  this  reprefentation,  theArabs  obliged 
the  Jew  to  drefs  us  all  in  the  Moorifh  fafhion. 

Our  miftake  was  of  the  greateft  ufe  to  us, 
and  guarded  us  againft  the  exceflive  cold  on 
the  fummit  of  Mount  Atlas,  whicn  we  were 
obliged  to  crofs,  and  which  js  at  all  times 
covered  with  fnow. 

My  fhare  of  the  expenfe  amounted  to  about 
fifteen  dollars  and  a  half.  M.  Follie,  M.  L-a- 
nafpeze,  and  myfelf,  were  the  only  three  who 
had  Moorifh  cloaks.  As  to  the  reft  of  the 
crew  nothing;  was  driven  them  but  hakks. 

The 
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Ifhë  renif  is  a  large  cloak,  without  a  Team, 
made  of  goats  and  camels  hair,  and  proof 
againft  the  rain  ;  the  ufual  price  is  twenty- 
two  ounces,  but  it  was  charged  in  our  account 
at  forty.  The  haick  is  nothing  but  a  woollen 
blanket,  four  ells  and  a  half  long*  and  five 
quarters  wide,  which  in  that  country  cofts 
only  feven  or  eight  ounces.  The  Jew  made 
us  pay  twenty. 

M.  Lanafpeze  not  being  able  to  fet  off  with 
Us,  gave  me,  at  the  moment  of  our  departure, 
nine  louis  d’ors  in  gold,  his  watch-chain,  and 
a  feal  of  the  fame  metal,  which  he  had  had  the 
good  fortune  to  conceal  from  the  obiervatiou 
of  his  mafters. 

He  held  this  little  parcel  in  his  hands  at 
the  time  he  was  ffripped,  and  afterwards 
took  care  to  hide  it  in  the  fand.  When  he 
was  allowed  to  take  an  old  pair  of  breeches, 
he  put  it  in  his  pocket,  and  had  kept  it  there 
ever  fince.  On  my  arrival  at  Mogadore  I  de¬ 
livered  the  whole  to  M.  Cabanes  and  Co. 
merchants  in  that  town. 

Six  of  us  being  got  together,  by  the  care  of 
Bentahar,  an  Arab,  connefted  with  the  houfe 
of  the  Englifh  merchants,  we  fet  off  for  Mo¬ 
gadore, 
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gadore,  transported  with  joy.  The  dread  of 
being  furprifed  by  the  wandering  Arabs,  who 
would  have  carried  us  off  anew,  and  dragged 
us  to  the  mountains,  obliged  our  conductors 
to  travel  by  night,  and  in  this  manner  we  pro¬ 
ceeded  as  far  as  St.  Croix,  called  Âgader  by  the 
Arabs. 

We  were  five  days  on  the  road  between 
Glimi  and  St.  Croix  :  at  about  half  a  league 
from  the  former  place  we  crolfed  a  fmall 
ftream  of  very  clear  water,  and  leaving  the  road 
that  feemed  much  frequented,  we  repaired  to 
a  large  houfe  on  the  plain,  from  whence  we 
proceeded  by  night  to  a  very  thick  foreft. 

The  next  day  we  went  to  the  houfe  of 
fome  Jews,  fituated  on  a  hill,  there  we  paffed 
the  night,  and  from  thence  we  entered  defiles, 
running  parallel  to  the  lea.  This  day’s  jour¬ 
ney  was  very  leverc,  on  account  of  the  bad 
roads,  obflruCted  by  woods  and  mountains. 

At  about  eight  leagues  from  St.  Croix  we 
forded  a  fmall  river,  and  found  hard  by  an 
old  houfe  built  in  the  French  manner;  it  is 
now  abandoned. 

At  half  a  league  at  mold  from  this  houfe 
exift  the  ruins  of  a  town,  the  name  of  which 
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we  could  not  learn,  but  its  fituation  and  ex¬ 
tent  prove  that  it  was  once  a  confiderable 
place.  From  thence  we  defcended  to  well 
cultivated  plains  that  led  us  to  the  fea-fide, 
and  then,  on  camels,  croffed  the  river  that 
waters  the  walls  of  St.  Croix. 

The  Moors  of  that  place  make  fiffiing  al- 
moft  their  whole  occupation  ;  their  barks  are 
built  like  large  pirogues ,  and  are  hauled  affiore 
every  day. 

On  our  arrival  at  St.  Croix,  each  Chriftian. 
was  obliged  to  pay  five  moufouns ,  which  make 
about  five  fous  in  French  money.  That  town 
contains  nothing  remarkable.  It  was  for¬ 
merly  one  of  the  moft  commercial  of  all  Bar¬ 
bary;  but  it  is  now  almoft  in  ruins,  and 
only  defended  by  a  miferable  fort,  with  twelve 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  even  they  are  unfer- 
viceable. 

We  flept  near  a  fountain,  the  work  of  the 
Portuguefe,  who  were  once  in  pofleffion  of 
the  country.  From  thence  we  continued  our 
journey  without  accident,  notwithftandingthe 
difficulty  of  roads  cut  through  the  rocks,  and 
the  precipices  and  forefts  of  the  Atlas  moun¬ 
tains,  the  chain  of  which  begins  at  St.  Croix  de 
Barbarie. 
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The  Englifh  merchants  to  whom  we  were 
addreffed,  gave  us  a  very  good  reception, 
and  conducted  us  to  the  French  houfe  of 
MefTrs.  Cabanes  and  Depras.  We  found  on 
our  arrival  there  the  moft  fatisfadtory  letters 
from  M.  Mure,  the  French  vice-conful,  re- 
liding  at  Sallee.  The  goodnefs  of  his  heart 
was  pictured  in  them  ;  and  without  difcover- 
ing  to  us  the  means  he  was  employing  to  re-< 
deem  us  from  flavery,  he  deft  us  in  the  full 
perfuafion  that  he  had  nothing  fo  much  at 
heart  as  our  deliverance. 

The  city  of  Mogadore,  fo  called  by  the 
Chriftians,  from  the  name  of  a  fmall  ifland, 
which  is  iituated  to  the  fouth  of  it,  and  in 
which  confifts  the  goodnefs  of  the  harbour,  is 
only  known  to  the  Arabs  by  that  of  Souera. 
It  is  a  new  town,  and  the  only  place  where 
the  Chriftians  have  full  liberty  of  trade.  It 
runs  out.  into  the  fea  on  a  rock,  and  is  fur- 
rounded  by  fand  on  every  fide  ;  towards  the 
harbour  it  has  three  ftrong  batteries  for  its  de¬ 
fence,  the  principal  one  of  four  and  twenty 
twenty-four  pounders. 

The  care  of  thefe  batteries  is  intrufted  to 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  French  renega- 
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does,  all  in  the  pay  of  the  Emperor.  The 
town  is  inhabited  by  Chriftians  of  every  na¬ 
tion,  by  Jews,  to  whom  the  emperor  advances 
a  capital,  and  by  Moors,  engaged  in  trade. 
It  is  the  beft  fortified  and  mod:  commercial 
of  the  whole  empire  of  Morocco.  The  Chril- 
tians  have  two  priefts  there  of  the  Spanilh 
million,  and  are  unmolefted  in  the  exercife  of 
their  religion. 

A  great  trade  was  formerly  carried  on  at  Sf. 
Croix  de  Barbarie,  but  the  reigning  Emperor, 
the  founder  of  Mogadore,  ordered  the  mer¬ 
chants  to  remove  to  the  latter  town,  and  St. 
Croix  is  now  a  defcrt. 

I  am  ignorant  of  the  motive  that  prevents 
the  French  from  giving  their  real  names  to 
the  towns  of  this  country.  Every  thing  in 
that  regard  is  totally  changed.  St.  Croix  is 
only  known  to  the  Arabs  by  the  name  of 
Agader,  Mogadore  by  that  of  Souera,  and  lb 
on.  The  name  given  to  thofe  cities  in  France 
not  being  known  in  the  country,  the  French 
travellers  who  vifit  Barbary,  often  find  them- 
felves  very  much  embarrafied. 

The  Governor  of  Mogadore,  informed  of 
our  arrival,  lent  for  us  to  his  houfe.  He  is  a 
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man  of  a  mild  and  affable  difpolition,  can  nei¬ 
ther  write  nor  read,  and  owes  his  elevation  to 
the  poll  he  holds,  to  the  fignal  marks  of 
bravery  he  fhewed,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
Emperor.  He  had  our  names  taken  down  by 
the  talbes ,  or  Mahometan  priefts,  and  fent  off 
a  courier  immediately,  to  inform  the  Emperor 
of  our  arrival. 

That  prince,  on  hearing  the  news,  fell  into 
a  dreadful  fit  of  rage.  Two  months  before 
he  had  given  the  moil  pofitive  orders  to  the 
governors  of  the  provinces  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  defert,  to  ufe  their  utmoff  endeavours  to 
extricate  us  from  the  hands  of  the  wandering 
Arabs. 

Exceedingly  jealous  of  his  authority,  he 
thought  this  affair  an  attack  upon  it  ;  nor 
could  he  bear  the  idea  of  Chriffians  being 
more  readily  obeyed,  in  his  own  dominions, 
than  himfelf.  He  broke  out  into  threats, 
condemned  to  death  the  Arab,  whom  the 
Englifh  had  lent  to  our  alfiffance,  wrote  to 
the  merchants  in  the  fevereft  terms,  threaten¬ 
ing  to  burn  alive  the  firff  perfon  who,  from 
that  time,  fhould  dare  to  interfere  in  the  re¬ 
demption  of  a  captive,  of  any  nation  whatever. 

The 
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The  captains  of  all  the  flips  in  the  road  were 
forbid  to  receive  us  ;  a  flri£t  watch  was  kept 
over  us,  nor  were  we  fullered  to  go  to  any 
diftance  from  the  city. 

Bentahar,  having  received  timely  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  Emperor’s  defigns,  and  ol  the  len- 
tence  of  death  pronounced  againft  him,  laved 
his  life  and  his  fortune,  by  a  hafty  retreat  to 
the  people  who  had  kept  us  in  flavery. 

A  few  prefents,  dexteroufly  adminillered  to 
the  favourite  Sultanas,  foon  dilpelled  the  an¬ 
ger  of  the  Prince.  He  was  made  to  underhand 
that  we  had  not  been  bought  by  the  mer¬ 
chants,  but  that  our  relations,  informed  of 
our  misfortunes,  had  fent  them  the  necefiary 
fums  of  money  ;  and  that,  ignorant  of  his  laws 
and  will,  we  might  ourfelves,  without  mean¬ 
ing  to  offend  him,  have  entered  into  treaty  for 
our  ranfom. 

He  yielded  to  thefe  reafons,  but  he  was  de¬ 
termined  to  have  us  in  his  power;  in  conle- 
quence  of  which  the  Governor  of  Mogadore, 
on  the  15th  of  May,  fent  for  us  to  the  public 
fquare.  There,  by  order  of  his  mailer,  he 
repaid  the  French  merchants  the  money  they 
advanced  for  our  deliverance.  He  told  them 

that 
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that  the  Emperor  pardoned  them,  as  well  as 
the  Arab,  whom  they  had  employed  to  put 
an  end  to  our  diftrefs;  he  then  delivered  us 
into  their  hands,  after  having  made  known 
to  the  people  that  we  belonged  to  the  Em¬ 
peror. 

\\  e  were  free  but  an  inûant  before,  and  we 
now  faw  ourielves  again  reduced  to  flavery  ; 
we  were  not  however  required  to  work.  The 
manner  in  which  we  were  received  by  the 
governor,  the  refpect  fhewn  us  by  the  Moors, 
the  liberty  we  were  left  at  to  2:0  where  we 
pleafed,  the  accounts  we  heard  of  the  reft  of 
the  crew,  every  thing  in  fhort  contributed  to 
reftore  tranquility"  to  our  minds. 

It  was  then  that  we  received  our  f  rft  French 
drefies.  A  coat,  waiftcoat,  and  breeches  of 
blue  cloth,  three  fhirts,  two  handkerchiefs,  a 
filk  cravat,  a  hat,  a  night-cap,  and  two  pair 
of  (hoes,  were  given  to  each  of  us  ;  an  ex- 
penfe  that  might  amount  to  thirty-fix  dollars 
a-piece. 

We  had  been  told  that  the  Emperor’s  fon, 
the  Governor  of  Teroudan,  had  advanced  to¬ 
wards  Cape  Non,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of 
eisrht  thoufand  men.  His  orders  were  to  <ret 
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the  French,  either  by  money  or  by  force. 
We  conceived  hopes  that  this  enterprize 
would  be  attended  with  fuccels  ;  but  the 
French  merchants  were  of  a  diderent  opinion. 
They  told  us  that  the  delay  in  the  execution 
of  the  Emperor’s  orders  is  lolely  occafioned 
by  the  avarice  of  that  prince.  He  generally 
employs  the  Jews  to  advance  the  nccelTary 
money,  and  does  not  reimburfe  them.  He 
thinks  them  but  too  happy  to  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  obeying  him  at  the  expenle  of  then- 
fortune,  and  from  thence  arifes  the  tardinefs 
with  which  the  individuals  of  that  nation  are 
fure  to  proceed. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  June,  about  ten  in  the 
morning,  we  received  orders  to  fet  eft'  for 
Morocco.  A  numerous  caravan  fervins;  as 
an  efcort  to  the  royal  treafure,  arifing  from 
the  cufloms  paid  by  foreign  fhips  that  put  in 
at  Mogadore,  infured  the  fafety  of  our  arrival. 

The  French  and  Ensdifh  merchants  were 

O 

the  only  perfons  that  came  to  take  leave  of 
us  ;  they  left  us  with  tears  (landing  in  their 
eyes,  and  promiled  us  all  the  afhflancein  l heir 
power,  in  cafe  we  fhould  not  be  able  to  obtain 
our  freedom  from  the  Emperor. 
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The  journey  from  Mogadore  to  Morocco 
was  not  laborious  ;  in  quality  of  the  Empe¬ 
ror’s  flaves  a  mule  was  given  to  each  of  us, 
not  without  great  difpleafure  on  the  part  of  the 
Moors  to  whom  they  belonged.  The  fove- 
reign  never  pays  ;  and  thefe  people  were 
obliged  to  follow  us  to  Morocco,  inftead  of 
felling  their  commodities  at  Moçadore. 

The  Jew,  the  Emperor’s  principal  fcribe, 
had  orders  to  lupply  our  wants.  In  the  even¬ 
ing,  on  our  arrival,  the  wretch  wanted  to 
oblige  us  to  unload  the  camels,  fetch  wood, 
&:c.  but  the  Alcaide,  who  commanded  the  ca¬ 
ravan,  perceiving  it,  ordered  the  Moors  to 
take  care  of  us,  ill  treated  the  Jews,  and 
forbad  them  to  follow  the  caravan,  of  which 
they  availed  themfelves  for  the  fafety  of  their 
merchandize,  at  lefs  than  half  a  league  dif- 
tance. 

We  arrived  at  Morocco  on  the  20th  of  June, 
about  two  o’clock,  much  fatigued  by  the  heat 
that  had  killed  three  Jews,  and  four  camels. 
The  Alcaide  wifhed  on  our  arrival  to  conduct 
us  to  the  Emperor  ;  but  that  prince  had  fet 
off  in  the  morning  at  the  head  of  an  army  of 
tw.elve  thoufand  men,  to  punifh  the  rebels, 
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who  had  beat  his  lieutenant,  and  taken  refuge 
on  Mount  Atlas.  The  Emperor  not  being  at 
Morocco,  we  were  intruded  to  the  care  of  the 
priefts  of  the  Spanifh  million,  w  ho  had  a  con¬ 
vent  in  the  quarter  of  the  Jews. 

The  prior,  replete  with  that  pride  fo  natu¬ 
ral  to  his  nation,  treated  us  with  infupportable 
haughtinefs.  He  highly  extolled  our  good 
fortune  in  experiencing  the  kindnefs  of  his 
community ,  treated  us  rather  like  Haves  than 
Chriftians,  and  refufed  us  even  the  things  of 
the  firft  necellity,  although  M.  Mure,  our 
vice-conful,  had  fent  him  the  money  necef- 
fary  for  our  wants. 

Fortunately  the  Emperor’s  abfence  did  not 
laft  long.  His  prefence  had  reduced  the  re¬ 
bels  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty  ;  he  heard  of  our 
arrival,  wilhed  to  fee  us  immediately,  and  on 
the  28th  of  June  we  had  the  happinefs  of  ap¬ 
pearing  in  his  prefence.  We  defired  it  ar¬ 
dently,  for  whatever  might  have  been  the  fate 
referved  for  us,  we  fhould,  without  doubt, 
have  preferred  it  to  remaining  with  the  molt 
reverend  fathers  of  the  Spanifh  million. 

When  we  made  our  appearance  at  the  MiJ- 
fois ,  the  Emperor  was  employed  in  exerciling 

his 


6o 


VOYAGES  TO  THE 


his  troops.  He  immediately  put  a  flop  to 
the  evolutions,  ordered  us  to  approach  his  per- 
fon,  fpoke  to  us  with  a  kindnefs  we  little  ex¬ 
pedited,  questioned  us  concerning  the  names 
of  the  places  in  which  we  had  been  feparated 
from  our  fellows  in  misfortune,  and  about 
thofe  ol  the  mafters  to  whom  they  belonged, 
and  promiied  to  fend  us  in  a  fhort  time  to 
France.  He  enquired  into  the  manner  in 
which  we  were  treated  at  the  convent,  and 
on  hearing  our  complaints,  intruded  us  to  the 
care  of  the  Kailebes  Bafha,  making  his  head 
refponfible  for  any  thing  that  might  happen 
to  us. 

At  Morocco  we  found  a  -landfman  of  the 
crew,  who  had  been  taken  by  the  wandering 
Arabs  for  a  man  of  a  distinguished  family. 
They  had  conduced  him  to  the  Emperor’s 
fon  at  Teroudan,  who  had  fent  him  to  his 
father. 

We  remained  eight  days  in  the  city  of 
Morocco,  all  the  inhabitants  Shewing  us 
the  greateSt  marks  of  kindnels.  The  town 
is  large,  and  populous,  but  ill-built  ;  the 
houfes  are  very  low,  and  the  flreets  very  nar¬ 
row.  There  area  number  of  fquares  in  which 
all  bargains  are  made. 

Being 
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Being  the  Emperor’s  flaves,  our  perfons 
were  held  facred  by  the  Moors  ;  and  accord¬ 
ingly  we  faw,  without  difficulty,  every  objedt 
of  curiolity  in  the  capital.  Among  the  things 
we  remarked,  was  a  very  lofty  tower,  to  tha 
top  of  which  a  man  can  afcend  onhorfeback. 
It  is  to  be  feen  at  the  diffance  of  ten  leagues, 
although  Morocco  is  fltuated  in  a  plain. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  the  Baffia  having  re¬ 
ceived  orders  to  prepare  his  troops,  we  appeared 
again  before  the  Emperor,  who  gave  us  our 
liberty,  a  piece  of  good  fortune  we  were  far 
from  expecting. 

There  was  a  talk  of  war  with  France  ;  the 
commercial  houfe  at  Mogadore  no  Conger 
hoifted  the  white  flag  ;  it  was  faid  that  the 
French  were  determined  to  have  fatisfadtion 
for  the  infult  offered  to  M.  Chenier,  conful  at 
Sallee,  whom  the  Emperor  had  driven  from 
his  prefence  in  the  rudeft  manner.  Meflrs. 
Cabanes  and  Depras,  of  Mogadore,  were  re¬ 
mitting  all  the  money  they  could  to  France, 
and  M.  Royer,  of  Marfeilles,  had  jufl:  taken 
ffiipping  for  Europe,  and  abandoned  his  houfe. 

Thefe  reafons,  that  feemed  likely  to  prolong 
our  fervitude,  were  no  doubt  thofe  that  haf- 
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tened  our  liberty.  The  Emperor  wifhed  to 
make  amends  for  his  fault,  and  that  might 
induce  him  not  to  detain  us  any  longer  ;  per¬ 
haps  we  might  owe  our  deliverance  to  grati¬ 
tude  ;  for  news  had  juft  been  brought  to  Mo¬ 
rocco  that  two  hundred  Moors  had  been  af- 
fifted  by  a  veftel  from  Marfeilles,  after  having 
tried  all  the  Italian  and  Mahometan  ports  in 
vain  ;  that  the  affiftance  of  which  they  ftood 
in  need  had  been  every  where  refufed  them  ; 
that  they  would  have  died  of  want  but  for 
the  aftiftance  of  the  Marfeilles  ftiip  ;  and  that 
they  were  then  performing  quarantine  in  that 
port,  from  whence  they  would  fet  off  to  re¬ 
turn  to  their  own  country,  at  the  firft  favour¬ 
able  moment. 

However  this  might  be,  the  Emperor  hav¬ 
ing  ordered  us  a  gratification  of  three  dollars 
each,  we  fet  off  on  the  5th,  well  mounted, 
and  with  an  effort  of  eight  hundred  foot  and 
two  hundred  horfe. 

The  Moorifh  foldiers  took  care  to  pitch  our 
tent  every  day  near  that  of  the  general.  With 
this  effort  we  paffed  through  the  greateft  part 
of  the  cities  of  Barbary,  our  little  army  being 
every  where  augmented  by  frefh  reinforce¬ 
ments. 
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ments.  In  every  town  it  was  received  with  ho¬ 
nour  ;  the  inhabitants  of  Azimor  in  particular 
diflinguifhing  themfelves  ;  they  came  out  half 
a  league  to  meet  us,  exhibited  a  fham  fight, 
and  afforded  us  the  moft  interefting  fpedtacle 
of  the  Moorifh  manner  of  fighting. 

We  found  in  that  town  a  Marfeilles  captain, 
who  had  turned  renegado  to  efcape  the  m- 
fliâion  of  five  hundred  blows  to  which  he  was 
fentenced,  for  having  been  fhipwrecked  near 
this  place.  This  law  is  the  Emperor’s  own, 
that  prince  pretending  that  it  is  impoffible  for 
a  fhip  to  run  afhore  on  his  coafl,  unlefs  it  be 
done  on  purpofe.  The  captains  alone  who 
are  on  their  way  to  Barbary,  are  exempt  from 
this  punifhment. 

We  made  fome  Bay  encamped  before  Azi¬ 
mor,  where  the  Bafha  levied  three  hundred 
men  ;  he  gave  them  about  ten  ounces  each, 
and  they  joined  our  line  of  march. 

The  fame  day  thefe  troops  were  raifed  we 
pafied  the  river  of  Lions,  and  encamped  on 
the  oppolite  bank  ;  we  then  proceeded  along 
the  coaft,  and  faw  on  our  wav  Darzbedda, 
-Montforia,  Fadal,  and  feveral  other  towns, 
which  are  nothing  but  ruins,  and  only  known 
by  the  trade  they  carry  on  in  corn. 
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Oil  our  approach  to  Rabate,  the  ground  be¬ 
ing  marked  out  for  the  encampment,  and 
the  Baiha  having  given  his  orders,  he  took  his 
own  particular  guards,  and  delivered  us  to 
the  governor  of  that  place,  who  immediately 
fent  advice  of  our  arrival  to  M.  Mure,  the 
French  vice-confuh 

That  worthy  and  obliging  Frenchman  came 
to  lee  us.  His  furprife  was  great  when  he 
heard  the  honours  with  which  we  had  been 
received  in  all  the  towns  of  Barbary.  Willi - 
ing;  to  take  advantage  of  luch  a  favourable  mo- 
ment,  and  fearing  l'ome  change  in  the  Em¬ 
peror's  l'entiments,  he  ordered  the  necelfarv 
matters  to  be  prepared  for  our  journey,  and 
lent  us  off  for  Tangier. 

Rabate  and  Sallee  are  two  towns  only  fepa- 
rated  by  the  river,  and  ufually  confounded 
with  one  another.  Rabate,  where  the  French 
conlul  and  the  governor  refide,  is  the  moll 
conliderable  ;  they  are  both  paved,  and  were 
the  firil  we  had  met  with  that  were. 

Rabate  has  a  ltipply  of  frefh  water,  by 

means  of  an  aqueduct  conflrucfed  by  an  Eng- 

lifh  engineer,  which  bring;s  it  from  a  lource 
o’  o 

at  two  leagues  from  the  town.  There  is  in 
this  place  alfo  a  tower,  like  that  of  Morocco  ; 

it 
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it  ferves  the  inhabitants  to  difcover  the  fhips 
in  the  offing. 

Sallee  is  a  King’s  port  ;  there  were  three 
ffiips  of  eighteen  guns  in  the  river,  and  one  on 
the  flocks,  being  the  greatefl  part  of  the  na¬ 
val  force  of  Morocco. 

The  efcort  which  had  conducted  us  to  Ra- 
bate,  having  levied  freffi  troops,  decamped  to 
go  to  the  attack  of  Oran  ;  and  we  fet  off  on 
the  25th  of  July  with  new  conductors. 

The  mules  which  M.  Mure  had  taken  care 
to  provide  for  us,  not  being  able  to  perform 
the  journey,  we  left  three  of  them  at  a  little 
ruinous  town,  at  about  twenty  leagues  dif- 
tance  from  Sallee,  and  continued  our  journey 
to  Tangier,  almolt  always  on  foot. 

We  arrived  there  on  the  31ft,  and  were 
much  better  received  by  the  Spanilh  conful,  to 
whom  we  were  addrelïed,  than  by  the  monks 
ofthe  million. He  communicated  the  Emperor’s 
orders  to  the  governor  of  the  place,  who  faci¬ 
litated  the  means  of  our  letting  off  for  Cadiz. 

The  mailer  of  the  Spanilh  bark,  who  was 
come  to  Tangier  to  purchafe  poultry  and 
corn,  fet  fail  about  leven  in  the  evening,  and 
about  eight  in  the  morning  we  arrived  at  Ca- 
diz. 
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We  h  oifled  our  flag  ;  the  phyflcians  came 
on  board  to  vifit  us,  and  fent  us  to  perform 
quarantine  on  board  the  Lazaretto,  at  two 
leagues  dillance  from  the  town.  We  were 
three  days  in  this  hulk,  without  being:  able  to 
fet  a  foot  on  fhore.  At  length  we  difem- 
barked,  and  were  placed  in  a  kind  of  barn, 
where  we  were  only  fheltered  from  the  rain. 

On  the  i  ith  of  Augufd  the  phyflcians  came 
again  to  vifit  us,  gave  us  a  bill  of  health,  and 
we  fet  off  for  Cadiz. 

M.  Boirel,  the  French  vice-conful,  received 
us  well,  fupplied  the  mold  urgent  of  our 
wants,  and  bulled  himfelf  in  the  means  of 
procuring  us  the  mold  Ipcedy  return  to  our 
native  places. 

On  the  28th  of  Augufd  1  embarked  on  board 
the  St.  Francois  de  Sa /es,  of  about  two  hun¬ 
dred  tons  burthen,  commanded  by  Captain 
Sénccal  of  Dunkirk.  Our  paflage  was  long 
and  dangerous,  and  while  it  lalded  I  buffered 
a  good  deal,  having  very  little  linen,  and  be¬ 
ing  obliged  to  bleep  on  the  fails  and  cables  be¬ 
tween  decks.  At  length  we  arrived  at  Offend, 
on  the  1  ith  of  October,  after  having  been 
five  days  beating  off  the  harbour. 


The 


COAST  OF  AFRICA. 


67 

The  1 2th  the  captain  conduced  me  to  Dun¬ 
kirk,  and  delivered  me  up  at  the  office  for  rc- 
gidered  feamen,  (bureau  de  clajjes.)  The 
eommiffiary  infpedted  my  pafsport  on  the  13th  ; 
on  the  14th  I  fet  offi  from  Dunkirk,  and  af¬ 
ter  being;  obliged  to  make  fome  day  at  Lifle 
for  want  of  drength,  arrived  at  St.  Quentin, 
the  2  id  of  October,  1784. 

The  various  digreffions  that  occur  in  thefe 

O 

memoirs,  not  fufficing  to  furniffi  a  jud  idea  of 

the  manners  and  cudoms  of  the  countries  I 

> 

have  fpoken  of,  I  have  thought  it  would  not 
be  altogether  ufelefs  to  g;ive  a  few  further  no- 
tions  of  the  people,  among  whom  I  made 
fome  day. 

Z  A  A  R  A. 

EVERY  body  knows  that  the  peoole 
who  inhabit  Barbary,  as  far  as  the  Niger,  are 
an  affiemblaçe  of  various  nations.  The  Moors 
occupy  the  three  kingdoms  of  Suz,  Fez,  and 
Morocco.  That  part  of  Bilidulgerid  that  is 
wafhed  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean  is  inhabited  by 

the 
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the  native  Arabs,  and  by  the  fugitive  Moors 
from  the  empire  of  Morocco,  too  enlightened 
to  remain  under  the  dominion  of  a  matter, 
who  rules  over  his  people  with  abfolute  fway, 
and  who  makes  his  fafety  and  happinefs  con- 
fift  in  the  milery  of  his  fubjedls.  This  mixture 
forms  one  and  the  fame  nation,  known  indis¬ 
criminately  by  the  appellation  of  Monfele- 
mines. 

Zaara,  as  far  as  the  Niger,  contains  a  va¬ 
riety  of  wandering  nations,  all  proceeding 
from  Arabs,  Moors,  and  fugitive  Portuguefe, 
who  took  refuge  there  when  the  family  of  the 
Sherifs  made  themfelves  matters  of  the  three 
kingdoms  of  Barbary.  All  thefe  people  bear  in- 
dilcriminately  the  names  of  Nars,  Moors,  or 
Arabs.  They  are  fubdivided  into  various  na¬ 
tions,  of  which  the  mold  confiderable  are  the 
Mongearts,  Trafars,  and  Bracnars. 

The  firft  of  thefe  three  denominations  is 
a  term  of  contempt  among  the  people  who 
i'urround  them  ;  no  doubt  becaufe  thofe  who 
bear  it,  lei's  verfed  than  their  neighbours  in 
the  ufe  of  arms,  are  in  general  occupied  by 
the  care  and  the  feeding  of  their  cattle  ;  while 
the  Monlelemines,  on  the  contrary,  though 
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fhepherds  alfo,  are  warriors  to  a  man.  Thefe 
latter,  accuftomed  to  murder  and  pillage, 
take  advantage  of  their  fuperiority  and  num¬ 
bers  to  opprefs  the  former,  who  are  always 
rendered  but  too  wretched  by  the  Aerility  ot 
the  country  they  inhabit.  Their  climate,  little 
tempting  to  an  invader,  ferves  them,  it  is  true, 
as  a  barrier  ;  but  in  the  months  of  AuguA, 
September,  and  October,  when  the  overflow¬ 
ing  of  the  plains  obliges  them  to  take  refuge 
in  the  mountains,  they  are  almoA  fure  of  be¬ 
coming  the  victims  of  their  neighbours,  who 
pillage  them  without  lcruple,  although  they 
profels  the  fame  religion. 

The  caufe  of  this  nation’s  diflrefs  might 
alfo  be  afcribed  to  another  reafon  ;  I  mean  to 
that  of  religion.  When  the  Sherifs  made 
themfelves  mafters  of  the  three  kingdoms  of 
Barbary,  the  Portuguefe  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  evacuated  them,  and  fought  an  afylum 
in  their  native  land  ;  but  the  country  people 
had  not  this  advantage  within  their  reach. 
The  greater  number,  to  preferve  their  lives, 
abjured  t’neChriAian  religion,  and  were  allowed 
to  remain  in  the  country  ;  while  thofe  who 
would  not  embrace  Mahometanifm  were  put 
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to  the  (word  without  rpercv.  Notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  change  in  their  religion,  it  was  Shill 
remembered  that  thefe  people  had  been  Chrifi- 
tians.  The  conquerors  loaded  them  with 
inceflant  infults  ;  plundered  their  property  ; 
carried  off  their  avives,  ravi  filed  their  daugh¬ 
ters,  and  behaved  with  the  utraoft  cruelty. 

To  efcape  from  Such  tyranny  they  took  re¬ 
fuge  in  the  defert,  and  finding  there  lorne 
wretched  hordes  of  Slothful  Arabs,  were  loon 
incorporated  into  one  and  the  fame  nation. 
The  habit  of  plundering  thefe  poor  people  has 
been  handed  down  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion,  and  unfortunately  is  Shill  but  too  much 
the  practice. 

I  will  not  fpcak  here  of  the  Trafars,  or  of 
the  Bracnars,  any  more  than  of  the  other  na¬ 
tions  Scattered  about  on  the  northern  banks  of 
the  Niger.  Such  information  would  too  near¬ 
ly  relate  to  commerce,  of  which  I  referve  a 
fiuccmft  mention  for  the  moment  when  I  Shall 
treat  of  the  Moorifh  and  Negro  races,  who 
carry  on  the  trade  of  Senegal,  no  hiftorian 
having  as  yet  given  certain  accounts  of  them. 

It  is  not  poffible  that  a  people,  for  ever 
wandering,  and  fugitive,  and  competed  of  a 
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mixture  of  various  nations,  that  does  not  even 
form  a  diftindt  and  feparate  bodv,  fhould  do 
otherwife  than  adopt  a  part  of  the  ufages  and 
fuperftition  of  their  neighbours,  whatever  may 
be  their  way  of  thinking  :  they  have  how¬ 
ever  only  the  name  and  appearance  of  Maho¬ 
metans.  The  principles  of  the  natural  reli¬ 
gion  are  obfervable  in  their  cufloms,  and  evi¬ 
dent  in  almofl  all  their  adtions. 

Religion,  according  to  thele  people,  is  Ma- 
hometanifm  in  all  its  purity.  They  offer  up 
prayers  three  times  a  day,  lometimes  oftener  ; 
but  they  are  never  pronounced  in  public,  un- 
lefs  when  a  Mahometan  pried:  is  with  the 
horde,  who  feldom  comes  but  upon  account 
of  the  children’s  education.  Then  all  the 
Arabs  affemble  at  the  hour  of  prayer,  place 
themfelves  in  a  line,  turn  to  the  eaft,  and, 
wanting  water  in  the  defert,  rub  their  face 
and  arms  with  land,  while  the  prieft  recites 
aloud  the  general  prayer  ;  it  is  the  fame  as 
that  which  is  rehearfed  by  the  public  crier  on 
the  mofques  in  the  civilifed  countries. 

The  prieffs  are  employed  in  travelling  about 
the  country  to  indrudt  the  children.  There 
is  nothing  like  force  in  their  education.  The 

Arabs 
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Arabs  of  the  defert  are  even  ignorant  of  the 
cuftom  of  conftraining  wills. 

The  little  boys  meet  in  the  morning  of  their 
own  accord,  at  the  place  of  inftruCtion,  which 
is  to  them  a  place  of  recreation.  They  go 
there  with  a  fmall  board  inferibed  with  the 
Arabic  characters,  and  a  few  maxims  of  the 
Koran.  The  biggeft,  and  the  belt  informed, 
receive  their  leffons  direCtly  from  the  priefts, 
and  afterwards  communicate  them  to  their 
fellows. 

The  children  themfelves  teach  one  ano¬ 
ther  to  read  ;  nor  are  they  ever  corrected. 
It  would  be  a  crime  to  beat  a  child,  who,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  received  ideas,  has  not  fuffi- 
cient  reafon  to  diftin2;uifh  o-ood  from  evil. 

This  opinion  induces  thefe  people  to  hold 
the  fame  conduCt  in  regard  to  thofe  who  have 
the  misfortune  to  be  ill-treated  by  nature. 
The  deaf,  the  dumb,  and  the  mad,  enjoy  the 
fame  privileges  ;  they  are  confidered  as  beings 
already  lo  unfortunate  from  their  fituation, 
that  their  defires  are  fitisfied  with  a  blind  com- 
plaifmce.  This  cuftom  is  invariable  among 
all  the  Mahometans. 

No  difference  exifts  among  the  civilized  na¬ 
tions, 
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tions,  unlefs  it  be  in  refpedt  to  the  age  at  which 
a  child  may  be  fubjedled  to  correction.  In  the 
defect  it  is  never  allowed  at  all.  Nature,  left 
to  herfelf  and  the  force  of  example,  are  the 
only  education  in  a  country  where  the  lame 
principles  and  fame  errors  are  common  to  all. 
If  the  child  gets  tired  of  the  places  of  public 
inftruCtion,  he  quits  them  at  pleafure,  and 
without  feeling  conftraint,  or  hearing  reproach, 
goes  and  employs  himl'elf  in  tending  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  flocks  :  and  accordingly  there  are  very 
few  among  them  who  can  read. 

Thofe  who  perfevere  in  the  ftudy  of  the  Ko  • 
ran  are  made  priefts,  after  having  paft  an  ex¬ 
amination  before  the  learned  elders,  and  enjoy 
the  greatert  public  consideration.  They  have 
no  need  of  cattle,  thofe  of  the  nation  being 
their’s,  they  find  their  fubfiftence  every 
where. 

It  is  generally  at  feven  or  eight  years  of  age 
that  children  undergo  the  painful  operation  of 
circumcifion.  Their  head  is  alfo  Shaved,  no¬ 
thing  being  left  but  four  locks  of  hair,  one  of 
which  is  cut  off  in  a  meeting  of  the  family,  at 
each  remarkable  aCtion  performed  by  the 
child. 
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If,  nt  the  age  of  twelve  or  thirteen,  he  kill 
a  wild  boar,  or  other  bead  of  prey,  that  fhould 
fall  upon  his  flock,  he  lofes  one  of  his  locks. 
If,  in  the  paflage  of  a  river,  a  camel  be  car¬ 
ried  away  by  the  ft  ream,  and  he  lave  it  by 
fwimming  to  its  alliftance,  another  is  cut  off. 
If  he  kill  a  lion,  a  tiger,  or  a  warrior  of  an 
hoftile  nation,  in  a  furprife  or  an  attack,  he 
is  confidered  as  a  man,  and  his  head  is  entirely 
fhaved. 

Seldom  does  an  Arab  reach  the  acre  of 

O 

twenty,  without  having  delerved  this  honour, 
for  as  they  are  afhamed  of  being  treated  like 
children,  they  expole  themfelves  to  the  greateft 
dangers  to  obtain  it. 

Their  knowledge,  their  wants,  and  their 
laws,  being  very  circumfcribed,  it  is  not  lur- 
prifmg  that  the  children  fnould  talk  with  the 
men,  and  keep  up  a  regular  converfation. 
Age  and  experience  are  of  no  ufe  where  there 
is  no  need  of  much  information  to  attain  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  cuftoms  of  their  na¬ 
tions  ;  hence  arifes  that  boldncfs,  that  va¬ 
lour,  and  that  temerity,  which  fo  well  become 
a  man,  and  which  no  people  poffefs  in  fo 
hkjh  a  degree  as  thefe  lavages. 
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The  laws  of  hofpitality  are  obferved  in  Za- 
ara,  in  the  large  ft  fenle  of  the  word.  Scarcely 
does  a  ftranger  appear  before  the  tents, 
when  the  fir  Id  perfon  who  perceives  him, 
points  out  the  tent  to  which  he  is  to  go.  If 
the  matter  be  not  there,  the  wife  or  the  {lave 
advances  to  meet  him,  flops  him  at  twenty 
paces  diflance,  and  brings  him  a  draught  of 
milk  for  his  refrefhment.  His  camels  are 
then  unloaded,  his  effects  are  ranged  around 
him,  a  mat,  of  which  the  owner  deprives 
himfelf,  is  given  him,  with  whatever  elle  is 
neceffary  to  guard  him  from  the  injuries  of  the 
air. 

His  arms  are  taken  and  depofited  near  thofe 
of  the  matter  of  the  tent,  either  that  they  may 
not  buffer  from  the  dew,  or  to  guard  again!! 
ill  intentions  on  the  part  of  a  man  unknown. 
A  repaid  is  then  prepared  for  him.  If  there 
be  nothing  in  the  tent,  as  often  happens,  tome 
vidduals  are  fpeedily  procured  from  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  ones.  The  traveller  is  always  fure 
of  having  fomething,  for  rather  than  let  him 
want,  his  holds  would  go  without  a  fupper 
themfelves. 

The  duties  of  hofpitality  are  fo  great,  and 

fo 
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fo  much  reflected,  that  fhould  an  enemy 
have  wounded,  or  even  killed  the  matter  of  a 
tent,  would  there  meet  with  a  facred  and 
inviolable  afylum,  although  furrounded  by 
thofe  who  mud;  naturally  defire  his  ruin. 

The  tent  of  the  chief  is  always  the  one 
pointed  out.  But  as  his  gains  are  not  greater 
than  thole  of  the  reft,  he  could  not,  if  cuf- 
tom  had  not  provided  for  it,  entertain  at  his 
expenie,  all  the  Grangers  that  happen  to 
pals  ;  nor  could  he  lupport  himfelf  and  his 
Haves,  fince  he  is  for  ever  occupied  by  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  his  horde.  Every  tent  contributes  to 
his  dock  of  provifions.  Each  individual  ge¬ 
nerally  furnifhing  him  two  pounds  of  ground 
barley  per  week,  which  is  a  great  advantage  to 
him,  efpeciallv  when  he  happens  to  have  few 
travellers  to  entertain.  As  the  riched  in  cattle 
is  generally  chofen  for  chief,  he  has  plenty  of 
milk  ;  but  in  cafe  of  need  he  would  obtain  a 
fupply  any  where. 

Different  from  the  other  Arabs,  their  neigh¬ 
bours,  the  Mongearts,  trouble  nobody  on  the 
fcore  of  religion.  The  only  one  they  do  not 
tolerate  is  the  Jewilh  ;  no  doubt  on  account 
of  their  ancedors’  prejudices,  who  followed 
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the  cufloms  of  the  Portuguefe.  None  of  the 
Hebrew  nation  is  found  among  them  ;  and  if 
a  Jew  had  the  misfortune  to  enter  their  ter¬ 
ritory,  and  to  be  taken  there,  he  would  to  a 
certainty  be  burnt  alive.  It  is  very  ealy  to 
know  them  by  their  faces,  and  bjf  the  diftinc- 
tivedrefs  they  are  obliged  towear  throughout 
the  whole  extent  of  Barbarv,  where  they  are 
in  great  numbers. 

Infinité  refpedt  is  paid  to  all  old  men,  what¬ 
ever  be  their  family.  They  enjoy  the  fame, 
prerogatives  as  the  priefts,  and  equal  confidera- 
tion  with  them  and  the  Arabs  who  have  had 
the  good  fortune  to  vifit  the  tomb  of  Maho¬ 
met  at  Mecca. 

The  latter  are  diftinguilhed  by  the  appella¬ 
tion  of  Sidi,  which  fignifies  mailer,  while 
the  rell  of  the  nation  only  bear  the  diftindtive 
names  they  received  at  their  birth.  If  it  hap¬ 
pen  that  two  individuals  of  the  fame  family 
have  the  fame  name,  they  are  diftinguilhed 
by  that  of  their  father  ;  for  inftance,  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Morocco’s  true  name  is  Mohammet, 
but  as  he  might  be  confounded  with  many 
other  Moors,  who  bear  that  name,  he  is  gene¬ 
rally  called  Ben  Ab della* 
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The  old  men,  as  well  as  the  chiefs  of  hordes^ 
are  the  judges  of  the  nation.  They  take  cog¬ 
nizance  of  all  differences,  the  pain  of  death 
being  the  only  one  they  cannot  pronounce. 
An  affembly  of  feveral  chiefs  of  the  horde  is 
neceffary  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  as  the  accufed 
has  generally  a  number  of  friends,  it  feldom 
happens  that  he  undergoes  a  capital  punifh- 
ment.  The  old  men  pronounce  judgment 
without  appeal,  and  their  décidons  are  inftantly 
executed. 

A  war  between  two  nations  feldom  hap¬ 
pens  :  the  different  families  deftroy  one  ano¬ 
ther  faff  enough  in  their  inteftine  broils  ; 
however  when  thefe  people  are  obliged  to  take 
refuge  on  the  Atlas  Mountains  top;ffs  the  bad 
feafon,  they  affemble  in  the  greateff  numbers 
poffible,  and  march  in  military  order:  fhcp- 
herds  or  warriors  ( thefe  words  are  fynoni- 
mous)  every  man  able  to  bear  arms  is  armed,; 
and  advances  bravely  to  battle.  They  choofe 
chiefs  to  command  them,  and  pay  them  the 
moft  implicit  obedience. 

The  expedition  being  hnifhed,  the  chief  has 
no  longer  any  authority,  but  over  his  parti¬ 
cular  horde;  for  it  is  commonly  from  among 
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the  heads  of  hordes  that  the  general  is  cnofen. 
On  the  march,  the  captives  and  women  drive 
the  cattle,  and  are  followed  by  the  men  in 
readinefs  for  adtion.  When  the  horl'e,  who 
are  on  the  look  out,  perceive  any  thing,  the 
whole  caravan  halts,  and  prepares  for  com¬ 
bat. 

It  is  never  bloody.  If  the  aggrefiors  are 
the  ftronger,  they  content  themfelves  with 
the  plunder  of  the  baggage  ;  if  they  think 
their  ftrength  inferior,  they  do  not  attack  at 
all.  They  encamp  every  night,  and  place 
centinels  in  the  front,  who  call  out  to  prove 
their  vigilance.  This  method  is  not  very 
prudent  ;  but  as  their  enemies  do  the  fame, 
they  diftinguifh  one  another  from  afar.  I  was 
much  furprized  at  finding  this  cullom  prevail 
among  the  difciplined  troops  of  the  Emperor 
of  Morocco. 

War  is  not  the  moft  formidable  fcour^e  that 

O 

afflidls  this  nation  ;  for  there  is  always  little 
blood  fpilt  in  their  battles.  Much  greater  ra¬ 
vages  are  made  by  their  private  quarrels.  They 
are  all  thieves  ;  nay  theft  is  in  a  manner  au¬ 
thorized  by  the  laws.  All  that  is  necelfary  to 
pra&ife  it  with  impunity,  is  to  avoid  profecu- 

tion. 
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tion,  by  taking  care  not  to  be  caught  in  the 
fa£h  It  is  true  that  theft  is  feverely  punifhed^ 
if  an  Arab  rob  another  of  his  own  horde  ;  but 
to  be  punifhed,  he  muft  be  detefled  at  the  very 
moment. 

Theft  is  only  a  crime  in  the  day-time,  at 
night  it  is  authorized  by  law  ;  no  doubt  by 
way  of  obliging  them  to  take  the  greater  care 
of  their  cattle.  If  they  could  complain  when 
robbed  by  night,  they  would  be  lefs  upon 
their  guard,  and  their  herds  would  be  more 
expofed  to  the  voracity  of  the  wild  beafts  that 
over-run  the  country.  Obliged,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  to  be  on  their  guard,  even  againff 
their  neighbours,  they  are  always  ready  to  re¬ 
pel  the  favage  animals,  which  frequently  come 
to  attack  their  cattle.  It  is  on  this  account 
that  in  the  evening  the  women  and  children 
take  the  greateft  care  to  put  in  the  tent  all 
fuch  articles  as  might  be  carried  off. 

If  one  of  their  neighbours  or  friends  come 
to  vifit  them,  they  furround  him,  and  keep 
an  eye  on  all  his  motions;  The  difficulty  of 
taking  any  of  the  few  things  that  can  be  car¬ 
ried  away,  without  being  feen,  and  the  pu- 
nifhment  that  attends  the  crime,  if  detefledj 
prevent  robberies  from  being  frequent. 
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When  any  thing  is  ttolen  unperceived  it  be¬ 
longs  to  the  thief  ;  in  vain  would  the  owner 
recognize  his  own  property  in  his  neighbour’s 
tent,  he  cannot  reclaim  it  ;  it  ceafes  to  be 
his  from  the  moment  he  has  been  negligent 
in  its  care.  Hence  arifes  this  peoples’  inclina¬ 
tion  for  rapine  ;  they  do  not  think  they  com¬ 
mit  a  crime,  and  only  follow,  in  this  regard, 
a  cuttom  allowed  by  their  laws. 

When  an  Arab  is  going  to  market,  or  on 
his  return  from  thence,  if  he  do  not  take  the 
greateft  care  to  keep  his  journey  a  fecret,  he 
is  often  attacked.  Neighbouring  Arabs  are 
defirous  of  profiting  by  his  induftry,  and  as 
there  are  no  perfons  in  the  country  appointed 
to  apprehend  robbers,  the  hope  of  booty  fpurs 
them  on  to  the  attack.  That  they  may  have 
nothing  to  fear,  they  lay  in  wait,  when  the 
night  is  coming  on,  for  him  they  mean  to 
pillage. 

Their  intention  is  never  to  kill  ;  they  only 
endeavour  to  iurprife,  to  difarm,  and  to  make 
themfelves  matters  of  every  thing  that  comes 
in  their  Way.  But  it  fometimes  happens  that 
the  man  they  intend  to  plunder,  being  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  cuftoms  of  his  country, 

keeps 
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keeps  nn  attentive  ear,  hands  on  his  guard, 
fires  upon  his  affailants  at  the  firft  motion  he 
obferves,  and  then  fights  defiperately  with  his 
dagger.  The  report  of  the  mufket  almoft  al¬ 
ways  brings  out  the  neighbouring  Arabs, 
who,  in  virtue  of  the  laws  of  hofpitality,  take 
the  defence  of  the  weaker  fide.  They  run  up 
well  armed,  and  then  woe  to  the  aggreffors, 
if  they  do  not  fave  themfelves  by  a  fpeedy 
flight. 

In  thefe  cafes  it  little  matters  who  falls  ;  the 
affair  ends  there  ;  the  dead  man  pafles  for  the 
aggreflor  ;  nor  do  the  family  ever  feek  for 
vengeance.  They  content  themfelves  with 
burying  the  dead  where  they  were  killed, 
turning  their  heads  to  the  eaft,  and  heaping 
up  all  the  hones  at  hand  upon  their  tomb. 

The  chiefs  of  hordes  are  always  the  eldeh  of 
their  families.  The  difference  of  wealth  is 
not  confidered  ;  the  chief  often  having  feveral 
individuals  at  his  houfe  richer  than  himfelf, 
who  neverthelefs  obey  him  in  every  particular  ; 
he  is,  properly  ipeaking,  their  King  ;  examines 
their  difference  with  the  old  men,  and  judges 
without  appeal.  As  to  himfelf,  he  cannot  be 
tried,  but  by  the  chiefs  of  feveral  hordes  af- 
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fembled.  It  is  his  bufinefs  to  determine  the 
fpots  where  the  tents  are  to  be  pitched,  the 
moment  of  departure,  and  the  place  where  the 
caravan  is  to  flop.  If  the  pafturage  do  not  fuf- 
fice  for  the  herds  of  all  the  horde,  it  divides,  and 
the  chief  affigns  the  ground  for  the  different 
encampments.  They  are  very  often  compofed 
of  no  more  than  feven  or  eight  tents,  according 
to  the  quality  of  the  ground  they  meet  with. 

The  tent  of  the  chief  is  always  the  largeft 
and  moft  lofty,  and  is  placed  in  the  centre  of 
the  divifions.  When  it  is  determined  upon 
to  quit  an  encampment,  which  never  happens 
till  the  paffure  is  exhaufted,  the  chief  fets  off 
to  choofe  another  fpot. 

In  thefe  removals  the  women  alone  do  all 
the  work*  Early  in  the  morning  they  fold 
up  the  tent,  and  load  every  thing  upon  the 
camels’  backs  ;  they  then  move  flowly  on, 
that  the  cattle  may  have  time  to  feed  Upon 
the  way. 

The  negro  flaves  conduct  the  herds,  the 
women,  and  the  camels  ;  while  the  Arabs 
fcour  the  country  in  the  front,  to  give  fecu- 
rity  to  the  march.  Some  few  remain  behind, 
that  in  cafe  a  goat,  a  fheep,  or  a  camel,  fhould 
chance  to  ftray,  they  may  recover,  and  lead 

it 
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it  back  to  its  matter.  The  march  in  genera} 
does  not  exceed  five  or  fix  hours  duration. 

It  often  happens  indeed  that  the  fipot  af- 
figned  for  the  pitching  of  the  tents  has  been 
ill  explored,  and  that  other  hordes  have  been 
lately  encamped  there  ;  in  this  cafe  they 
are  obliged  to  let  oft  anew,  and  feek  better 
fortune  eliewhere.  This  happens  mold  com¬ 
monly  in  the  feafon  when  water  begins  to 
fail. 

As  there  is  fcarccly  any  in  Zaara,  the  inha¬ 
bitants  are  particularly  careful  to  make  great 
holes,  from  diftance  to  diftance,  by  way  of 
collecting  the  rain  water,  which,  ftagnant 
and  putrid  as  it  is,  is  the  only  drink  man  or 
bead  can  hope  for. 

There  are  very  few  cows  or  oxen  in  the 
defert,  except  on  the  banks  of  the  Niger  ; 
this  is  owing  to  the  fcarcity  of  water,  for  there 
is  no  want  of  pafture  land. 


The  flocks  and  herds  of  the  Mongearts  are 
compofed  of  nothing  but  fheep,  goats  and  ca¬ 
mels,  all  animals  patient  of  thirft.  Horfes  are 
alio  verv  ficarce  in  thcle cantons,  none  but  the 
j  olTdfors  of  numerous  herds  being  able  to 
keep  them,  becaule  for  want  of  water  it  is  ne- 
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ceffary  to  have  milk  in  fufficient  abundance 
to  give  it  them  to  drink.  Great  care  is  taken 
to  preferve  the  camel’s  urine,  both  to  mix  with 
milk,  and  to  wafh  the  different  veffels  in 
which  they  put  their  food.  Deteftable  as  is  this 
mixture  of  milk  and  urine,  they  are  often  re¬ 
duced  to  the  ufe  of  it;  hunger  and  third  give 
a  relifh  to  every  thing  ;  mult  a  cofit  facer  e  ne~ 
ceffitas. 

The  only  workmen  ufeful  to  this  nation, 
are  blackfmiths  or  goldfmiths,  as  they  may  be 
called  indifferently.  The  Mongearts  not  be¬ 
ing  fufficiently  laborious  to  apply  themfelves 
to  fuch  occupations,  thefe  workmen  come 
from  Bilidulgerid,  and  difperfe  themfelves  all 
over  the  different  parts  of  the  defert.  Where- 
ever  there  are  tents  they  are  fureto  find  work. 

They  are  fed  for  nothing:,  and  receive  be 
fides  the  hire  tor  their  labour.  They  make 
trinkets  for  the  women,  luch  as  ear-rings  and 
bracelets,  &c.  mend  the  broken  veffels,  by 
rivetting  them,  and  clean  the  arms. 

They  are  generally  paid  in  tkins,  goats  and 
camels  hair,  or  oftrich  feathers,  according 
to  their  agreement.  Thole  who  have  lilver 
pay  them  a  tenth  part  of  it’s  weight  for  any 
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thing  wrought  out  of  that  metal.  On  their 
return  they  fell  what  they  have  earned  ;  four 
or  five  excurfions  at  mold  enabling  them  to 
live  afterwards  at  their  eaie,  in  their  own 
country. 

The  Mongearts,  however,  ftand  in  need  of 
other  merchandife,  fuch  as  (hoes,  and  articles 
of  drefs,  but  they  have  no  artifans  of  their  own 
nation.  Wretched  fandals  are  their  only  ma- 
nufadture  ;  their  other  wants  they  fupply  by 
going  in  caravans  to  Bilidulgerid,  or  to  the 
Trafars,  a  nation  of  Moors  that  inhabit  the 
northern  banks  of  the  Niger.  They  give  a 
part  of  their  cattle  in  exchange. 

Thofe  whofe  herds  are  barely  fufficient 
for  their  fubliftence,  go  without  thefe  articles  ; 
goat-fkins,  fewed  together,  ferve  them  as  a 
drefs,  and  protedd  them  from  the  vieillit udes 
of  the  feafons. 

When  they  can  procure  the  fluff  called 
Guinea  blues,  for  Hurts,  they  do  not  let  flip 
the  opportunity;  it  is  the  height  of  their 
fnery  ;  but  when  that  is  not  to  be  had  they 
wear  woollen  ones  ;  having  befides  a  haick,  or 
kind  of  blanket,  five  ells  long,  and  five  quar¬ 
ters  wide,  and  a  cloak  of  camel’s  hair,  to 

keep 
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keep  off  the  dew  or  rain  on  the  road,  or  dur¬ 
ing  the  night. 

None  but  the  mod  wealthy  can  procure 
this  latter  article  ;  the  reft  imitating  it  with 
goat-lkins,  and  wrapping  a  roll  of  linen,  or 
other  fluff  round  their  heads,  in  the  form  of  a 
turban  ;  this  ufage  is  however  only  followed 
by  the  priefts,  or  thofe  who  have  made  a  pil¬ 
grimage  to  Mecca. 

They  always  carry  a  little  leathern  bag,  fuf- 
pended  from  their  neck,  in  which  they  put 
their  tinder,  their  pipe,  and  their  toLacco. 
Their  daggers  are  elegant  ;  the  hilt  is  always 
black,  and  inlaid  with  ivory  ;  the  blade  is 
crooked,  and  fharp  on  either  fide  ;  the  fheath 
is  of  brafs  on  one  fide,  and  of  filver  on  the 
other,  and  of  very  tolerable  workmanfhip. 
They  wear  fabres  when  they  can  get  them, 
and  prefer  thofe  of  Spanifh  make.  Their 
mufkets  are  always  highly  ornamented  ;  the 
flock  is  very  fmall,  and  inlaid  on  every  fide 
with  ivory,  and  the  barrel  emboffed  with 
brafs  or  filver,  according  to  the  opulence  of 
the  owner.  There  is  a  fpring  to  the  lock,  co¬ 
vering  the  priming,  to  prevent  the  piece  from 
going  off,  contrary  to  the  intention  of  him 

who 
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who  carries  it.  The  poor,  who  do  not  poffels 
mulkets,  wrear  dashers,  made  like  the  Flemifh 
knives,  with  leathern  fheaths.  They  arm  them- 
felves  alio  with  a  thick  flick,  to  the  end  of 
which  they  fix  a  kind  of  iron  wedge.  This 
weapon  is  exceedingly  dangerous  at  clofe  quar¬ 
ters.  Others  carry  zagays.  In  a  word,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  riches  of  an  Arab,  and  his  higheft  gratifi¬ 
cations,  are  ahandfome  mulket  and  a  good  dag¬ 
ger.  He  prefers  them  to  neatnefs  of  apparel  ; 
for  as  to  drefs,  it  is  indifferent  to  him,  whether 
he  be  cloathed  in  Guinea  blues,  woollen  fluffs, 
or  goat-lkins.  Their  arms  being  their  principal 
ornament,  they  take  particular  care  to  put 
the  mulkets  in  leathern  bags,  by  way  of  keep- 
in  g  them  in  good  order,  and  prelerving  them 
from  the  ruff. 

Accuflomed  to  live  on  milk,  and  the  corn 
they  procure  from  their  neighbours,  thefe 
people  are  entirely  taken  up  with  the  care  of 
their  cattle  :  agriculture  is  totally  out  of  the 
queftion,  and  they  are  even  lo  llothful  as  not 
to  provide  their  food  till  urged  by  hunger. 
Then  perhaps  it  is  not  to  be  had,  and  they 
are  obliged  to  be  contented  with  milk,  which 
very  fortunately,  is  always  in  abundance, 

While 
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While  the  women  are  employed  in  houfe- 
hold  affairs,  the  negroes  and  children  of  the 
Arabs  tend  the  flocks.  They  leave  the  tents 
about  nine  or  ten  in  the  morning,  and  do  not 
return  till  the  evening,  the  children  of  the 
Arabs  who  have  no  (laves  taking  care  to  carry 
victuals  with  them.  The  women  would  be 
beat,  if  they  did  not  provide  them  with  food. 
As  to  the  negroes,  they  fet  ofl  fading.  It  is 
true,  that  hov/ever  favage  be  the  country,  they 
are  fure  of  meeting  with  roots,  fuch  as  truf¬ 
fles,  and  fweet  potatoes,  and  with  a  red  fruit, 
much  fmaller  than  jujubes ,  but  of  the  fame 
tade.  Many  other  wild  plants,  that  afford 
nourifhment  are  alfo  to  be  met  with. 

As  to  the  men,  they  go  either  to  the  places 
of  aflembly  of  feveral  hordes,  or  to  the  public 
markets,  where  they  procure  every  thing 
they  want  for  their  houfehold,  or  for  hunting; 
the  game  they  are  the  fondeft  of  purfuing  is 
the  oftrich,  becaufe  it  affords  the  mod  food 
and  profit.  As  horfes  are  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary  for  this  fpecies  of  hunting,  it  is  under¬ 
taken  by  horfemen  alone,  who  go  out  twenty 
together,  and  ride  againd  the  wind  at  about  a 
quarter  of  a  league  didance,  behind  one  ano¬ 
ther. 
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ther.  They  rulh  upon  the  animal  as  foon  as 
they  perceive  it. 

The  oftrich,  being  unable  to  make  ufe  of 
it’s  wings  againft  the  wind,  turns  towards 
them,  and  eafily  avoids  the  fir  ft  horfeman. 
If  it’s  agility  fin  e  it  from  the  fécond  and  third, 
it  is  impoffible  for  it  to  efcape  the  reft.  They 
feldom  have  recourfe  to  their  mulket  to  knock 
it  down  ;  a  ftick,  about  two  feet  in  length, 
fufficing  to  bring  it  to  the  ground.  They 
then  lofe  no  time  in  killing  it,  pluck  out  it’s 
feathers,  divide  them  as  wrell  as  the  flefti,  and 
retire  each  to  his  family,  where  they  do  not 
fail  to  regale  themfelves  with  the  produce  of 
their  fport. 

When  a  number  of  Mongearts  have  join¬ 
ed  in  an  affociation  for  hunting,  pillaging 
their  enemies,  or  trade,  they  divide  the  booty 
or  property  acquired,  into  as  many  ftiares  as 
there  are  perlons  to  partake  of  it;  then,  to 
avoid  all  dilpute,  each  putting  fomething  or 
other  into  the  fkirt  of  a  pagne ,  mingle  them 
together,  and  the  firft  child,  woman,  or 
ftranger,  who  happens  to  pafs,  takes  thele 
effects,  which  he  knows  nothing  about,  and 
lays  one  upon  ea:h  fhare.  Every  one  recog¬ 
nizes, 
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nizes  his  own,  and  happy  is  he  who  has  the 
larged;  lot.  This  Ample  and  natural  mode  of 
divifion  faves  them  an  infinite  number  of  dif- 
putes.  The  market-women  in  Brittany,  fol¬ 
low  the  fame  cuftom,  and  never  have  any 
contention  about  their  Shares. 

When  the  tents  are  feparated  by  families, 
for  the  greater  covenience  of  pafiure,  the  men 
and  boys,  great  and  Small,  afiemble  at  the  let¬ 
ting  of  the  fun,  on  the  hill  the  neareft  at  hand 
to  their  refpeclive  herds,  and  there  exercife 
themfelves  in  their  different  iports  of  dexterity 
or  ffrength,  or  join  in  a  dance.  Generally 
there  are  two  or  three  nemo  muficians  with 

O 

them,  who,  with  their  favage  mafic,  excite 
their  hearts  to  joy.  They  remain  in  thefe  af- 
femblies  till  near  midnight,  when  they  retire 
to  their  tents  to  fcek  repole. 

On  Friday,  their  great  feffival,  feveral 
hordes  afiemble,  and  pafs  the  whole  day  in  di¬ 
versions  of  various  kinds  ;  they  ride  races,  ex¬ 
ercife  themlelves  in  the  ufe  of  arms,  and  emu¬ 
late  one  another  in  thefe  public  fports. 

It  is  in  thefe  afiemblies  that  the  mod  pro- 
mifing  youths  diftinguilh  themfelves.  They 
attract  the  attention  of  all  the  fpefbators,  and 

in 
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in  ftate  concerns  the  mo  ft  experienced  are 
chofen  to  watch  over  tire  common  weal.  It 
is  alio  from  among  thefe  young  men  that  is 
ieledted  the  advanced  saiard  that  marches  be- 

O 

fore  the  caravan  in  the  rainy  feafon. 

All  the  riches  of  the  Mon°;earts  conlift  in 
their  herds,  and  accordingly  they  take  the 
greateft  care  to  preferve  them.  If  a  beaft  be 
fick,  every  thing  is  done  to  cure  it  ;  no  care 
Is  lpared  ;  it  is  even  treated  with  more  atten¬ 
tion  than  a  man  ;  but  when  it  evidently  ap¬ 
pears  that  there  is  no  hope  of  faving  it’s  life, 
they  kill  and  eat  it.  If  it  be  a  camel,  the 
neighbours  are  called  in  to  partake  of  the  re¬ 
paid,  if  a  goat,  the  inhabitants  of  the  tent 
luffice  for  it’s  confumption. 

An  animal  that  dies  without  fheddinç-  blood 

O 

is  unclean.  It’s  throat  muft  be  cut  ;  the  per- 
fon  who  kills  it  turning  to  the  eaft,  and  pro¬ 
nouncing  beforehand  the  firft  words  of  the  tre- 
neral  prayer. 

An  animal  killed  by  a  wild  boar  is  unclean  ; 
nor  is  it  eaten  although  it’s  blood  has  been 

O 

fhed,  becaufe  the  wild  boar  is  itfelf  an  unclean 
beaft.  That  Ipecies  is  fo  numerous  in  the  de- 
fert  that  they  do  more  miichief  than  all  the 

other 
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other  wild  beads  together.  The  Arabs  kill 
as  many  as  they  can  ;  but  never  tade  their 
fledi. 

Whatever  lodes  an  Arab  may  meet  with,  he 
is  never  heard  to  complain  ;  he  rides  fuperior 
to  poverty,  fupports  hunger,  third  and  fa¬ 
tigue,  with  patience,  and  his  courage  is  proof 
againd  every  event.  God  will  have  it  do, 
days  he  ^  he  employs,  however,  every  means 
in  his  power  to  avert  misdortune  ;  and  often 
expodes  himfelf  to  the  greated  dangers  to  pro¬ 
cure  matters  of  no  real  utility. 

When  a  father  of  a  family  dies,  all  the  ef¬ 
fects  in  his  tent  are  deized  upon  by  the  eldelb 
don  predent  at  his  deceade.  Gold,  dilver, 
trinkets,  every  thing  didappears,  and  the  ab- 
dent  children  have  only  an  equal  fhare  in  the 
dividion  of  the  cattle  and  the  daves.  The 
girls  are  entirely  excluded  from  all  parti¬ 
cipation,  and  take  up  their  redidence  with  their 
elded  brother. 

If  the  deceaded  leave  children  in  helpleds  in¬ 
fancy,  the  mother  takes  them  with  her  to 
her  dider’s,  if  (he  have  a  dder  married  ;  if 
not,  to  her  own  maternal  roof.  The  dead 
man’s  pofieldons,  however,  are  not  lod  ;  the 

chief 


94 


VOYAGES  TO  THE 


chief  of  the  horde  takes  care  of  them,  and  de¬ 
livers  them  in  equal  portions  to  the  heirs,  as 
foon  as  they  are  old  enough  to  manage  their 
own  property.  If  an  Arab  die  without  male 
children,  his  wife  returns  to  her  relations, 
and  his  brother  inherits  his  effects. 

The  women  are  much  more-  reflected 
amons;  the  Mongearts  than  among;  the  neigh- 
bouring  nations  ;  they  are  neverthelefs  in 
a  ftate  of  fubje&ion  that  nearly  approaches 
flavery.  They  are  obliged  to  prepare  the 
food,  to  fpin  the  goats  and  camels  hair,  of 
which  the  tents  are  made,  to  milk  the  cattle, 
to  pick  up  the  neceffary  fupply  of  wood  for 
the  night,  and  when  the  hour  of  repaft  is 
come,  that  is  to  fay,  the  fetting  of  the  fun, 
they  wait  upon  their  huibands. 

All  the  freemen  and  Haves  of  the  fame  reli¬ 
gion  eat  together,  the  remains  ferving  for 
the  women.  Thole  who  have  negreffes  are 
always  idle,  and  have  nothing  to  do  but  to 
give  their  orders;  the  greater  number  are  in 
this  predicament,  none  but  the  families  who 
have  fuftained  Ioffes  being  deftitute  of  {laves, 
and  hence  it  is  that  the  women  are  almofl  al¬ 
ways  unemployed. 

Although 
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Although  polygamy  be  authorised  by  their 
religion,  few  Arabs  however  take  more  than 
one  wife.  They  repudiate  her,  it  is  true,  at 
will,  when  fhe  does  not  bear  them  boys,  but 
then  fhe  is  free  to  live  with  another  man  ;  but 
if,  on  the  contrary,  fhe  have  the  good  fortune 
to  have  one  or  more  male  children,  her  huf- 
band’s  regard  for  her  is  inconceivable.  She 
has  no  longer  a  divorce  to  fear,  has  an  abfb- 
lute  authority  in  the  tent,  and  paffes  her 
whole  time  in  converlation,  deep,  or  dancing, 
as  fhe  thinks  fit.  The  captive  negreffes  do 
all  her  work,  and  are  no  longer  aflifted  in 
their  labour  by  the  Arab’s  wife,  who  treats 
them  on  the  contrary  with  thegreated:  harfh- 
nefs  and  arrogance. 

When  a  woman  is  not  agreeable  to  her  huf- 
band,  or  when  he  is  difagreeable  to  her,  they 
have  it  in  their  power  to  part.  The  forma¬ 
lity  in  this  cafe  confifts  in  the  wife’s  retiring 
to  her  parents.  If  the  hufband  be  attached  to 
her  he  goes  thither  in  queft  of  her;  but  if 
fhe  perfiil:  in  refufing  to  return  fhe  is  free, 
and  at  liberty  to  marry  another.  If  however 
fhe  have  had  a  child,  efpecially  a  boy,  fhe  has 
not  the  fame  privilege  ;  in  that  cafe,  if  her 
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retreat  daould  lad:  more  than  eight  days,  it 
might  he  punifhed  with  death. 

When  a  man  beats  his  wife,  it  is  a  fure  fign 
that  he  is  fincerely  attached  to  her,  and  that 
he  does  not  mean  to  part  with  her  ;  if  he  con¬ 
tent  himfelf  with  reproaches,  the  wife  thinks 
herfelf  defpifed,  and  infallibly  retires  to  her 
parents.  Hence  it  is  that  in  the  mod:  trifling 
difputes  the  women  are  cruelly  beaten  :  they 
prefer  it  to  the  complaints  that  the  hufband 
might  make  to  their  parents  ;  this  proof  be¬ 
ing  the-  mod  certain  one  of  a  man’s  fond  nefs 
for  his  wife.  When  a  girl  marries,  fhe  makes 
up  her  mind  to  fuch  treatment,  deeming  it 
much  more  fupportable  than  the  humiliations 
fhe  would  otherwife  experience  from  her  fa¬ 
mily,  in  confequence  of  her  hufband’s  com¬ 
plaints. 

The  wife  brings  no  portion  to  her  hufband. 
When  a  Mong-eart  is  dedrous  of  undertaking- 
the  care  of  a  family,  he  pitches  upon  the  girl 
that  pleafes  him  the  mod:,  and  afks  her  of  her 
father  without  further  formality  ;  nor  can  the 
latter  refute  her,  unlefs  the  man  who  pretends 
to  her  hand,  have  done  fomething  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  the  nation.  The  girl  is  conducted  by 
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her  parents  to  the  tent  of  her  future  hufband, 
where  there  is  always  an  abundant  repaft  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  ceremony.  Prefents  are  made 
to  the  father  ;  but  if  the  fon-in-Iaw  be  poor 
his  wife’s  family  affilt  him,  and  furnifh  him 
with  the  means  of  increafing  his  flocks  ;  if,  on 
the  contrary,  he  be  rich,  and  the  father  poor, 
he  fupports  the  w'hole  family  in  his  own 
tent. 

The  fidelity  of  the  women  is  incorruptible  ; 
different  in  their  opinions  from  all  the  other 
Mahometans,  they  think  they  are  immortal 
like  the  men;  but  they  do  not  flatter  them- 
felves  with  the  poflibility  of  pretending  to 
happinefs  in  the  other  world,  unlefs  when 
they  lhail  have  been  faithful  to  their  hufbands. 
If  they  fhould  fail  in  this  duty,  they  think  they 
fhould  be  the  eternal  flaves  of  the  more  vir¬ 
tuous  part  of  their  fex,  without  ever  partaking 
of  their  blifs. 

They  often  vifit  one  another  ;  on  thefe  oc- 
cafions,  the  honour  confiffs  in  letting  the  fe¬ 
male  who  comes  to  fee  her  friend  cr  relation 
do  all  the  work  of  the  tent.  The  vifitor  af- 
fumes  the  management  of  every  thing,  drcffe9 
the  victuals,  churns  the  butter,  and  keeps  her- 
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felf  continually  employed,  while  her  friend 
entertains  her  with  an  account  of  the  different 
affairs  of  the  family  or  nation. 

The  heartinefs  of  the  welcome  is  meafured 
by  the  extent  of  the  work  lubmitted  to  the 
gueft,  who  generally  prepares  double  the 
ulual  quantity  of  food,  fo  that  the  Arab  is 
obliged  to  invite  his  neighbours  to  partake  of 
the  repaft.  The  (laves  are  always  pleafed 
with  thefe  entertainments,  a  larger  portion 
then  coming  to  their  lot.  It  is  the  bufinefs 
of  the  vilitor  to  do  the  honours  ;  nor  w  ill 
fhe  fuffer  any  body  about  her  to  remain  dif- 
l'atisfied. 

As  neither  fex  wears  linen,  and  as  the  want 
of  water  will  not  admit  of  their  cloaths  be¬ 
ing  frequently  waffled,  they  are  covered  with 
vermin*  That  they  may  not  feel  the  incon¬ 
venience,  and  that  they  may  rid  themfelves 
of  the  bite  of  the  gnats,  they  rub  their  whole 
bodies  with  butter  or  greafe,  always  prefer- 
ring  the  mod  rancid.  This  gives  them  an  un- 
fu fie r able  lmell  to  who  all  are  not  accuffomed 
to  it  by  long  habit.  The  negreffes,  efpecial- 
ly,  who  have  naturally  an  ill  lmell,  exhale  a 
fcent  lufficient  to  dilguft  a  man  of  the  lead; 
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delicacy  ;  infomuch  that,  not  with  handing 
my  acquaintance  with  the  country,  I  rather 
choie  to  deep  in  the  open  air,  than  to  remain 
in  the  lame  tent  with  a  negrefs. 

An  Arab  mult  be  poor  indeed,  not  to  have 
at  leah  one  negro  have.  His  foie  occupation 
is  the  care  of  the  herd.  They  are  never  em¬ 
ployed  in  war,  but  they  have  it  in  their  power 
to  marry.  Their  wives,  who  are  captive  ne- 
greffes,  do  all  the  domeftic  work,  and  are 
roughly  treated  by  the  Arabian  women,  and 
by  the  Arabs  themfelves.  Their  children  are 
Haves  like  them,  and  put  to  all  kinds  of 
drudgery. 

O  J 

In  their  infancy,  the  little  negroes  may  at¬ 
tend  the  public  lchools,  and  join  in  all  the 
amufements  of  the  young  Arabs  :  but  if  they 
be  guilty  of  a  fault,  they  are  rigoroufly  pu- 
nilhed  :  thefe  people,  who  have  fo  blind  a 
complailance  for  their  children,  becaufe  they 
do  not  fuppofe  they  have  fufficient  knowledge, 
have  no  kind  of  consideration  for  thofe  of  the 
negroes,  but  treat  them  with  unheard  of  bar¬ 
barity.  If  it  happen  that  an  Arab  have  a  boy 
by  a  negrefs,  fhe  is  better  treated,  without 
however  cealing  to  be  a  Have.  Her  child  is 
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brought  up  like  the  other  Arabs,  and  enjoys 
freedom,  and  the  rank  of  citizen. 

When  the  matter  of  a  tent  has  a  Chriftian 
have,  which  only  happens  when  there  has 
been  a  fhipwreck  on  the  coaft,  the  white  is 
confidered  as  fuperior  to  the  negro,  although 
the  latter  be  a  Mahometan.  He  is  fed  fepa- 
rately,  his  victuals  are  taken  from  the  gene¬ 
ral  ftock,  and  if  any  remain,  which  can  only 
happen  on  days  of  ceremony,  neither  the  wo¬ 
men  nor  even  the  flaves  will  touch  it  :  they 
carry  their  fcruples  fo  far  as  not  even  to  make 
ufe  of  any  thing  that  has  contained  a  Chrif- 
tian’s  food.  As  to  the  latter’s  occupations,  I 
have  faid  enough  of  them  in  my  relation  of  the 
fhipwreck. 

If  the  Chriftian  be  a  child,  he  is  treated  like 
thofe  of  the  Arabs,  and  has  no  talk  fet  him, 
obeying  only  the  impulfe  of  his  will.  The 
Moor  who  fhould  be  rafh  enough  to  ftrike 
him,  would  run  a  rilk  of  his  life.  Our  cabin- 
boys  buffered  nothing  in  their  flavery;  no 
fervice  was  required  from  them  ;  they  did 
whatever  they  pleafed  ;  and  when  the  horde 
removed,  the  women  took  the  greateft  care 
to  make  them  get  upon  the  camels,  for  fear 
of  their  being  fatigued. 


Notwith- 


COAST  OF  AFRICA. 


iox 


Notwithftanding  the  hardfhips  experienced 
in  this  country,  it  is  hill  fortunate  for  the 
fhip wrecked  man  to  be  of  the  French  or  Eng- 
lilh  nation.  Some  time  before  us  a  Spnnifh 
bark  had  the  misfortune  to  run  aground,  near 
the  place  where  we  were  loft  ;  there  were 
fourteen  men,  and  two  women  on  board.  As 
it  appeared  that  they  came  from  the  Canary 
Iflands,  they  were  all  malfacred  without 
mercy,  except  the  women,  who  were  referved 
for  fale  at  Morocco.  Nor  is  it  without  rea- 
fon  that  the  Mon  hearts  act  in  this  manner 
with  the  inhabitants  of  the  Canaries,  and  even 
with  all  Spaniards  whatever  ;  we  afterwards 
learned  that  their  hatred  arofe  from  the  na¬ 
tives  of  the  above  iflands  making  frequent 
defcents  upon  their  coafts,  and  carrying  off 
men,  women,  and  cattle,  every  thing  in  fhort 
that  they  meet  with. 

Thefe  people  are  ignorant  of  what  becomes 
of  their  countrymen,  and  facrifice,  without 
exception,  all  thoie  of  the  Spanifh  nation  that 
fall  into  their  hands;  while,  on  the  contrary, 
they  treat  the  French  and  Englifh  as  well  as 
they  can,  and  that  is  bad  enough.  They  are 
acquainted  with  the  two  latter  nations  by 
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the  trade  they  carry  on  along  the  hanks,  of 
the  Niger,  and  in  all  the  cities  fubject  to  the 
dominion  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco. 

Medicine  is  almoft  unknown  among-  the 
Mongearts,  their  priefts  alone  being  the  depo- 
fitaries  of  the  fecrets  of  that  important  art. 
Their  general  remedies  for  internal  dileafes 
are  regimen,  reft,  and  a  few  maxims  of  the 
Alcoran,  which  the  p.rieft  myfterioufly  applies 
to  the  affedled  part. 

In  the  head-ach  they  bind  the  hçad  with 
fuel)  extraordinary  violence  as  to  force  out  the 
blood  from  the  forehead.  Flefh  wounds  are 
cured  with  fire  ;  that  is  to  fay,  a  ftab  is  heated 
by  cauterizing  the  injured  part  with  the  red- 
hot  blade  of  a  knife.  Turtle’s  oil  and  tar  are 
then  put  upon  it,  the  wound  is  enveloped 
with  herbs  of  known  efficacy,  and  by  thefe 
means  they  bring  about  a  lpeedy  cure. 

The  country  is  full  of  antelopes,  wild  hoars, 
lions,  tygers,  apes,  and  ferpents.  The  tyger’s 
fkin  fells  to  advantage  ;  that  of  the  fnake  is 
carefully  prçferved,  being  of  ufe,  as  they  fay, 
in  ftrengthening  the  light,  which  is  eafily  loft 
in  a  country  where  one  is  obliged  to  lie  in  the 
open  air.  A  bandage  of  this  Ikin  is  put  upon 
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the  eyes,  and  the  patient  in  a  fhort  time  finds 
relief.  One  of  our  failors  was  cured  in  this 
manner,  in  three  days,  on  the  road  to  Tan¬ 
gier. 

The  fcorpion  carries  the  antidote  to  it’s 
own  poifon  :  it  is  fufficient  to  crufh  it  upon 
the  wound,  otherwife,  to  efcape  death,  it 
would  foon  be  neceffary  to  cut  off  the  bitten 
part,  the  venom  fpeedily  communicating  it- 
felf  to  the  circulation. 

Snakes  are  very  common  in  the  Defert,  but 
it  contains  few  fcorpion s  ;  the  latter  fpecies 
delights  in  old  ruins,  and  is  very  numerous  in 
deferted  cities. 

The  wild  boars  do  very  great  mifchief. 
They  often  rufh  upon  the  flocks  of  goats  ; 
but  as  the  Mongearts  are  always  armed,  ei¬ 
ther  with  mulkets,  or  fome  other  weapon, 
thev  kill  a  great  many,  and  endeavour  to  keep 
them  at  the  greateft  diftance  poffble  from 
their  habitations. 

The  ground  in  the  Defert  is  uncultivated, 
and  almoft  every  where  parched  up  ;  few 
trees  are  met  with,  the  country  being  only 
covered  with  brufh-wood  ;  here  and  there, 
however,  palm  and  date-trees  are  feen,  but 
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they  are  very  fcarce.  Fine  plains  alfo  occur, 
that  might  be  made  productive,  did  not  three 
reafons  oppofe  their  cultivation.  The  frft 
arifes  from  the  inhabitants’  manner  of  living, 
who  content  themfelves  with  a  milk  diet,  of 
which  they  have  always  a  plenty  ;  the  fécond 
from  the  wandering  life  they  lead,  without  a 
fettled  abode,  and  very  often  never  fetting 
their  feet  a  fécond  time  in  the  fpot  from, 
which  they  remove  :  the  third  and  mod; 
weighty  one  is,  their  being  obliged  to  leave 
the  plains  in  the  rainy  feafons,  and  to  take 
refuge  in  the  mountains  ;  fo  that  being  un¬ 
der  the  neceffity  of  removing  from  place 
to  place,  they  might  not  be  able  to  gather  in 
their  harveft,  and  thus  would  lofe  the  fruits 
of  their  labour. 

All  cultivation  is  alfo  oppofed  by  the  flying 
fand,  which,  being  infinitely  light,  rifes  into 
high  mountains,  that  frequently  fhift  their 
place.  It  is  very  remarkable  that  this  fand 
forms  itfelf  into  mounds,  at  regular  intervals 
of  diftance,  as  if  they  had  been  thrown  up  on 
purpofe  with  a  deal  of  labour.  This  fand  is 
one  of  the  greatef  inconveniences  of  the 
country.  When  the  wind  begins  to  fll  the 
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air  with  it,  the  Arabs  decamp  without  delay, 
load  their  camels,  turn  their  backs  upon  the 
gale,  and  hafte  away  :  but  for  this  wife  pre¬ 
caution  a  fingle  night  would  be  enough  to 
heap  fifty  feet  of  fand  upon  their  heads. 

All  thefe  cuftoms  are  nearly  general  among 
the  Trafars,  and  the  Bracnars,  nations  inha¬ 
biting  the  northern  banks  of  the  Niger.  The 
latter  differ  only  in  fome  few  unimportant 
cuftoms,  that  proceed  from  their  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  negroes,  from  whom  they  are 
feparated  only  by  the  river. 

Thefe  ufages  are  likewife  general  in  Bili- 
dulgerid,  and  in  the  Bates  dependent  on  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco  :  for  this  reafon,  when 
fpeaking  of  the  nations  that  inhabit  thofe  fe- 
veral  countries,  I  fhall  only  dwell  upon  the 
cuftoms  that  are  not  in  practice  among  the 
Mongearts. 

It  only  remains  to  obferve,  that  all  thefe 
nations  call  and  think  themfelves  but  one,  and 
that  they  are  denominated,  without  diftindtion, 
Arabs  or  Moors.  In  the  Defert  they  are 
pleafed  with  the  name  of  Monfelemines.  It 
feems  as  if  they  were  honoured  by  that  ap¬ 
pellation,  of  which  they  are  proud,  although 
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the  true  Monfelemines,  are  their  moft  inve¬ 
terate  enemies. 


BILIDULGERID. 

Bilidulgerid,  ill  the  part  I  have  travelled 
through,  is  inhabited  by  a  people  known  by 
the  general  name  of  Monfelemines.  They 
differ  in  their  religion  and  cuffoms  from  .the 
Moors  their  neighbours,  and  from  the  Mon- 
gearts,  inhabitants  of  the  Defert.  This  varia¬ 
tion  however  is  hardly  perceptible.  The 
parts  that  confine  on  Morocco  follow  the 
cuffoms  of  that  empire,  unlefs  in  one  fingular 
particular.  They  that  are  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Defert,  and  do  not  turn  their  attention  to 
trade,  adhere  more  clofely  to  the  prejudices 
of  their  nation. 

This  Arabian  tribe,  no  doubt,  derives  its  ori¬ 
gin  and  name  from  the  fedfaries  of  Mofeilama, 
a  contemporary  of  the  great  prophet.  They 
have  the  fame  love  of  liberty  as  the  ancient 
Arabs,  and  follow,  in  all  refpedts,  the  cuffoms 
of  the  people  who  lived  in  the  remoter  ages. 
Like  the  Mahometans  they  have  the  greateff 
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refpett  for  the  prophet,  but  they  are  far  from 
believing  that  he  was  infallible  ;  that  his  de- 
fcendants  are  all  infpired  by  God,  that  their 
will  is  a  law,  and  that  it  is  impoffible  to  be 
a  good  Mahometan,  without  giving  faith  to 
fuch  ideas. 

This  nation,  in  the  part  wafhed  by  the  At¬ 
lantic,  occupies  a  fpace  of  land  of  various 
qualities,  from  about  twenty  leagues  from  St. 
Croix  de  Jdarbarie  to  the  diftance  of  about 
thirty  beyond  Cape  Non.  The  limits  of  their 
pofiefiions  are  indicated  by  lofty  columns, 
placed  at  diftant  intervals  towards  the  Defert. 
This  they  have  done  as  they  have  thought 
fit,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Dclert  never  inter¬ 
fering,  and  even  inhabiting  unmolelbed  by 
any  body,  the  lpots  where  the  pillars  ftand. 

Some  people  pretend  that  thcfe  columns 
were  eredted  by  the  Emperors  of  Morocco,  to 
mark  the  bounds  of  their  empire.  However 
it  may  be,  the  country  is  inhabited  by  an  af- 
femblage  of  true  Arabs,  defcended  from  the 
ancient  Arabs,  and  of  fugitive  Moors  from 
the  empire  of  Morocco. 

The  government  is  republican.  They  de¬ 
fend  themfclves  with  great  courage,  choofe 
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new  chiefs  every  year,  and  pafs  for  invincible 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Moors,  as  well  on  account 
of  the  difficulty  of  penetrating  into  their 
country,  furroundcd  as  it  is  on  every  fide  by 
ffeep  and  arid  mountains,  as  from  their  cou¬ 
rage,  and  the  obftinate  refinance  they  oppofeto 
the  efforts  of  their  enemies. 

This  nation,  more  civilized  than  thole  that 
inhabit  the  delert,  is  not  for  ever  wandering 
from  region  to  region  ;  but  is  lettled  in  towns 
that  are  all  lituated  upon  the  declivity  of  hills. 
Their  houfes  are  built  of  Hone  and  earth, 
and  are  of  a  conftrudtion  limilar  to  thofe  of 
the  Moors  ;  they  are  low,  and  covered  with 
terraffes  that  are  laid  Hoping  to  carry  off  the 
water.  The  heavy  rains  that  prevail  in  this 
country  for  three  months  of  the  year,  are 
greatly  prejudicial  to  this  kind  of  habitations  ; 
inlomuch  that  they  are  obliged  to  change 
their  abode  every  fifteen  or  twenty  years. 
The  towns  are  inhabited  by  the  artilans,  and 
opulent  people,  as  well  as  by  the  Jews,  who 
are  occupied  in  a  variety  of  work.  The 
Monfelemines  have  mofques,  where  they 
affemble  to  pray  on  Fridays.  Although  that 
day  is  coniccrated  to  religious  duties,  it  does 
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not  prevent  them  from  working:  it  is  the 
day  of  their  principal  market,  when  the 
country  people,  and  Arabs  of  the  Defert  re¬ 
pair  thither  to  trade.  There  are  public 
fquares  for  the  fale  of  merchandife,  the  in¬ 
habitants  alone  having  little  (hops  to  expofe 
their  goods  to  fale.  As  to  the  others,  they 
merely  fpread  them  out  upon  the  fquare.  It 
any  difputes  arife,  the  old  men  judge  with¬ 
out  appeal,  and  the  fuit  is  immediately  ter¬ 
minated. 

More  induftrious  and  more  laborious  than 
their  neighbours,  the  Monfelemine  nation 
cultivates  the  earth.  The  chief  of  each  fa¬ 
mily  having  chofen  the  ground  that  appears 
to  him  moft  proper,  they  flightly  turn  up 
the  furface  of  the  earth  with  a  kind  of  crook, 
and  then  throw  in  the  feed.  They  take  care 
to  furround  the  held  with  bufhes,  to  indicate 
the  fpot  that  has  been  cultivated,  and  to  keep 
oft  the  cattle  of  the  wandering  Arabs.  The 
crop  is  ripe  three  months  after  the  fovving  of 
the  feed,  generally  at  the  end  of  March  : 
they  cut  their  corn  at  about  fix  inches  from 
the  ear,  and  make  it  up  into  little  bundles. 
Everv  body  then  goes  to  work  from  morning 
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till  night  without  intermiffion.  The  coril  i's 
brought  before  the  tent,  threfhed,  winnowed, 
and  then  laid  by.  As  foon  as  the  harveft  is 
over  they  fet  fire  to  the  ft  raw  that  remains 
{landing,  and  abandon  the  field  for  two  or 
three  years. 

Their  method  of  keeping  their  corn  is 
exactly  fimilar  to  that  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Barbary.  They  make  for  the  purpofe  a  great 
hole  in  the  earth,  in  the  form  of  the  frujirum 
of  a  cone,  and  fill  it  with  wood,  to  which 
they  fet  fire:  this  operation  over,  they  clean 
the  cavity,  and  there  depofit  the  half-win¬ 
nowed  corn  :  they  then  take  ftrong  planks, 
lay  them  clofe  to  one  another,  and  cover  the 
-Whole  with  earth,  By  thefe  means,  it  is 
rendered  impoffiblè  to  cutgfF  their  fupplies  in 
time  of  war,  the  enemy  marching,  without 
knowing  it,  over  heaps  of  corn. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  plains  make  a  flop 
in  feed-time,  and  return  at  the  moment  of 
the  harveft  :  every  one  knows  the  fpot  he  has 
cultivated,  and  reaps  the  crop.  When  they 
have  done  lo,  they  lay  by  the  corn  in  the 
manner  I  have  juft  mentioned,  and  go  wan¬ 
dering  about  in  all  directions  with  their  cattle, 
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only  taking  with  them  what  is  abfolutely 
necefTary.  When  they  find  that  their  flock 
is  nearly  exhaufled,  feveral  individuals  well 
armed,  fet  off  with  their  camels,  and  go  to 
the  magazines  of- the  horde  to  fetch  a  fupply. 
Every  one  fhares  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  men  he  employed  in  labouring  for  the 
common  advantage. 

The  laws  of  hofpitality  are  generally  ob- 
ferved  among  the  wandering  tribes  ;  and  here, 
as  in  the  Defert,  the  traveller  pays  nothing  for 
his  entertainment.  It  is  not  the  fame  in  the 
towns,  where  the  multitude  of  ffrangers  that 
frequent  the  market,  oblige  them  to  exa£t 
payment,  otherwife  the  inhabitants  would 
ever  be  poor,  fince  on  the  market  days,  and 
thofe  of  afiembly,  they  would  have  an  in¬ 
finite  number  of  aliens  to  fupport.  As  to 
lodgings,  the  country  Arabs  always  deep 
upon  the  terraffes  in  the  open  air,  the  in¬ 
habitants  permitting  none  but  their  kinfmen, 
friends,  or  chiefs  of  hordes  to  enter  their 
houfes.  The  negro  flaves  belonging  to  them 
carefully  examine  the  number  of  perlons  that 
alk  for  viftuals,  give  it  them  at  the  door 
according;  to  their  number,  addins:  a  fufficient 
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quantity  of  water  to  quench  their  thirfh 
There  is  a  feparate  yard  for  the  horfes;  but 
unlefs  their  matters  ttay  all  night,  nothing  is 
given  them.  When  they  do,  three  pounds 
of  barley  are  diftributed  to  each  horfe  at  the 
clofe  of  the  day,  and  that  is  all  they  get  for 
four  and  twenty  hours.  I  have  dwelt  a  little 
upon  this  article,  becaufe  when  I  lived  with 
Hali  Laze,  to  whole  houfe  the  country 
people  ufed  to  come  for  food,  I  have  feen  all 
this  put  in  practice  feveral  times. 

Thole  who  refide  in  the  towns  have  in 
general  no  cattle,  but  profefs  fome  trade, 
fuch  as  weaver,  Ihoemaker,  goldlmith,  pot¬ 
ter,  &c.  The  principal  ones,  however,  do  not 
apply  to  any  of  thefe  occupations.  They 
have  a  great  many  cows,  horfes,  camels, 
lheçp,  goats,  and  poultry  of  every  kind  : 
their  negroes  have  a  great  deal  0f  work  to  do* 
and  are  harlhlv  treated.  Thofe  who  tend  the 

J 

'■'attle  are  undoubtedly  the  mott  happy  ;  but 
thofe  who  are  kept  at  home  for  domettic  oc¬ 
cupations,  have  much  to  undergo.  They 
mull:  take  care  of  the  repairs  of  the  building,- 
fupply  the  houfe  with  wood  and  water,  and 
prepare  the  corn.  The  negreffes  reduce  it 
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to  meal,  making  ufe  for  that  purpofe  of  hone 
mills,  like  thofe  that  are  uled  in  France  to 
grind  pepper  and  muftard  :  they  alio  drefs  the 
victuals,  and  are  inceflantly  employed  from 
morning  to  night.  The  negro  fhepherd  on 
the  contrary,  knows  no  care  but  that  of  his 
flock  ;  always  finds  his  repaid  ready  ;  is  well 
cloathed  and  well  armed  ;  and  has  a  little  re¬ 
treat  for  himfelf  and  his  family. 

This  country  is  well  peopled,  and  would 
be  more  fo,  but  for  the  continual  wars  its  in¬ 
habitants  are  obliged  to  fupport  againft  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco.  It  is  improperly  faid 
that  this  nation  is  in  rebellion  againft  him  ; 
for  they  never  were  his  fubjedis.  When  a 
Moorifh  army  takes  the  field,  the  inhabitants 
of  Bilidulgerid,  who  have  many  of  their 
countrymen  fettled  in  the  Morocco  domi- 
nioiis,  are  fpeedily  apprized,  hold  themfelves 
prepared  ;  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun¬ 
try  cantons  being  well  mounted,  they  com- 
pofe  formidable  bodies  of  cavalry,  take  poflef- 
lion  of  thepafles,  and  maflacre  without  mercy 
any  troops  that  may  have  the  temerity  to  ad¬ 
venture  within  them.  No  prifoners  are  made 
on  either  fide.  The  women  and  the  Haves, 
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efcorted  by  a  fufficient  number  of  warriors 
for  their  defence,  quit  their  habitations,  and 
retire  to  the  interior  parts  of  the  country, 
fometimes  they  even  retire  to  the  Defert. 
The  liberty  tbele  people  enjoy  encourages 
them  to  fupport  the  greateft  fatigue.  They 
confider  it  as  the  firft  of  all  blefiings,  and 
fight  to  the  lafl  extremity  to  preferve  their 
rights.  The  trade,  between  Barbary  and 
Zaara,  of  which  they  have  the  exclufive  pof- 
feffion,  renders  them  opulent,  and  according¬ 
ly  they  are  fure  to  hold  out,  and  terminate 
the  war  to  advantage.  As  this  country  is 
the  retreat  of  the  rich  Moors,  who  wifh  to 
withdraw  from  the  Emperor’s  tyrannic  fway, 
they  have  always  many  among  them,  who 
being  acquainted  with  the  Moorifh  cuftoms, 
enables  them  by  their  counfels  to  guard 
againft  all  furprife.  There  is  no  danger  of 
their  being  betrayed  by  thefe  fugitives,  who 
have  been  plundered  and  condemned  to  death 
in  their  own  country.  So  far  from  it,  they 
always  fight  with  obftinacy  ;  and  rather 
choofe  to  die  with  their  arms  in  their  hands, 
than  to  let  themfelves  be  taken,  and  executed 
before  the  eyes  of  the  whole  nation* 
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The  Monfelemine,  richer  than  any  of  the 
people  that  inhabit  the  provinces  fubjedt  to 
the  dominion  of  Morocco,  is  always  well 
clothed  and  well  armed.  He  pays  no  tribute, 
enjoys  the  fruit  of  his  labour,  and  of  his 
commerce  ;  and  having  nothing  to  contribute 
to  the  charges  of  the  /fate,  every  thing  ne 
can  acquire  is  his  own.  There  is  this  di [Ter¬ 
ence  between  the  fugitive  Moors  and  the 

O 

natives,  that  the  latter  are  always  armed, 
whether  redding  in  the  country,  retorting  to 
the  markets,  prefent  at  the  affemblies  of  the 
nation,  or  paying  vifits  :  the  fugitive  Moors, 
on  the  contrary,  even  be  they  princes,  never 
bear  arms  but  in  the  country,  when  they 
take  the  field. 

The  women  are  no  more  flaves  than  thofe 
of  Zaara.  Thofe  of  the  towns  remain  in  a 
kind  of  feraglio,  each  man  having  as  many 
as  he  can  maintain.  The  mo  ft  relpedted  are 
they  who  bear  male  children.  Although 
their  apartment  is  diftindt  from  that  of  the 
men,  admittance  to  them  is  not  forbidden. 
They  are  well  clothed,  and  the  hufband  not 
being  jealous,  they  may  be  feen,  may  walk 
about  the  town  and  vifit  their  friends.  Vhen 
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they  go  out  they  have  a  veil,  which  covers 
them  entirely,  but  which  is  ufclefs,  nay, 
even  inconvenient,  fince  they  take  it  off, 
whenever  they  meet  anyone  to  whom  they 
wifh  to  fpeak.  They  are  more  humane  thofe 
of  Zaara,  and  are  net  like  them  for  ever  liable 
to  blows.  They  think  it  is  poffible  for  their 
hufbands  to  love  them,  without  giving  them 
fuch  folicl  proofs  of  their  fondnefs.  Their 
nails  and  face  they  paint  with  red  and  yellow, 
and  ftain  the  edges  of  their  eye-lids  with 
black.  When  they  paint  only  one  fide  of 
their  face,  they  have  no  communication  with 
the  men  ;  a  cuitom  that  is  common  to  all 
thefe  nations,  even  to  thofe  who  inhabit  the 
banks  of  the  Niger. 

The  children  are  brought  up  with  the 
greateft  care  ;  but  they  have  not,  like  thofe 
of  Zaara,  anv  proofs  of  courage  to  give  to  be 
confidered  as  men.  Age  alone,  their  dex¬ 
terity  in  the  management  of  their  horfes  and 
arms,  and  their  labour  in  harveft  time  fuffice. 
When  they  marry,  a  portion  is  given  them, 
confining  of  apparel,  arms,  and  cattle  ;  and 
they  afterwards  become  whatever  their  in- 
duj|:ry  or  opportunities  may  permit,  Thofe 
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who  have  a  knowledge  of  their  religion  turn 
priefts,  marry  as  well  as  the  reft,  and  praflice 
all  the  exercifes  of  their  countrymen.  They 
are,  however,  more  refpedted,  and  in  their  old 
age  become  the  judges  of  the  nation.  If  they 
meet  with  misfortunes  they  are  fupported, 
whereas  thofe  who  are  not  of  that  holy  pro- 
feflion,  find  no  refource  but  in  their  induftry, 
in  the  plunder  for  which  they  adventure  on 
the  territory  of  their  neighbours,  the  Moors, 
or  in  the  profit  of  the  caravans. 

The  horfemen  are  more  refpedtcd  than  the 
reft,  having  no  employment  but  the  ufe  of 
arms,  and  being  for  ever  in  the  practice  of 
it,  both  in  peace  and  war.  In  the  field  the}’ 
behave  courageoufiy  ;  in  time  of  peace,  they 
exercife  themfelves  in  the  management  of 
their  horfes,  and  in  a  variety  of  military 
evolutions.  They  alfo  efcort  the  caravans, 
for  which  fervicc  they  receive  pay,  being 
obliged  to  buy  and  keep  their  horfes  them¬ 
felves.  They  are  eafily  known,  for  being 
almoft  always  on  horfeback,  and  wearing  no 
boots,  they  have  a  callous  lump  on  that  part 
of  the  leg,  that  comes  in  contsft  with  the 
iron  of  the  ftirrup.  Thefe  people  are  the 
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mofi  formidable  robbers  in  the  world  :  they 
ruin  with  unequalled  rapidity  on  thofe  they 
mean  to  plunder,  and-without  giving  them 
t.'-ne  to  ftand  on  their  defence,  carry  otF  every 
1  •  •  ;  that  cornes  in  their  way.  Their  horfes, 
v-.  hich  they  break  in  an  admirable  manner, 
and  for  the  wants  of  which  they  are  always 
aide  to  provide,  are  the  be  ft  in  exiftence. 
They  are  taken  the  greateft  care  of,  know 
their  matter,  are  obedient  to  his  voice,  and 
will  not  bear  to  be  backed  by  any  other  man. 

The  chief,  in  time  of  war,  is  choien  in- 
difcriminately  from  among  the  natives,  or 
the  fugitive  Moors.  Iris  authority  lafts  no 
longer  than  the  campaign  ;  but  during  that 
time  it  is  abfolute.  When  it  is  expired,  he 
gives  an  account  of  his  adtions  to  the  old  men 
aflembled,  and  is  rewarded  or  puniftied,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  iuccefs  or  his  conduct.  His 
fucccftor  is  then  appointed,  and  he  ferves  in 
the  army,  undiftinguifhed  from  the  common 
mais  of  individuals. 

Thele  people  have  a  chief  prieft,  whom 
they  treat  with  a  reipedt  bordering  on  admi¬ 
ration.  His  name  is  Sidy  Mohammet  Moufta, 
and  his  ordinary  refidence  at  about  fifteen 
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leagues  from  Cape  Non,  near  the  town  called 
Illeric.  Although  this  man  has  no  troops  at 
his  command,  he  is  neverthelefs  the  mod: 
powerful  of  all  Africa  ;  his  authority  is  in¬ 
deed  without  hounds.  If  he  order  war  to  be 
made  upon  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  war  is 
proclaimed  :  if  he  wifh  it  to  ceafe,  the  war 
is  at  an  end.  Though  he  has  no  property  of 
his  own,  every  thing  is  at  his  difpoial.  Every 
family  makes  him  a  yearly  prefent,  vying 
with  one  another  in  the  richnefs  of  the  gift. 
Ele  adminifters  juftice  to  every  one  ;  fubmits 
all  accufations  to  his  council,  and  a  few  days 
after,  pronounces  a  definitive  fentence.  He 
requires  nothing  from  any  body,  and  yet  all 
are  inclined  to  give.  Widelv  different  in  his 
principles  and  conduct  from  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco,  he  does  not  pretend  to  be  infpired 
by  the  prophet  ;  nor  has  he  the  audacity  to 
make  his  people  believe  fo  ;  he  liftens  on  the 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  wife  and  expe¬ 
rienced,  and  gives  judgment  in  conformity 
with  their  opinions.  His  dominion  extends 
over  all  the  nations  of  Bilidulgerid  and  Zaara. 
The  very  Moors  refpeél  him  ;  and  the  Em¬ 
peror  himfelf,  all-powerful  as  he  is,  has 
never  dared  to  make  an  attack  on  this  man’s 
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authority,  nor  to  fend  his  troops  towards  the 
place  he  inhabits.  This  ought  to  convince 
him  that  the  authority  which  proceeds  from 
the  love  of  the  people,  is  a  thouland  times 
greater  than  that  conferred  by  terror,  or  a 
warlike  force. 

The  Jews,  difperfed  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  country,  live  only  in  the  towns,  and 
never  cultivate  the  earth,  although  much  re¬ 
mains  unoccupied.  They  all  turn  their  at¬ 
tention  to  trade,  work  in  a  variety  of  ways, 
and  are  obliged  to  purchafe  the  neceffaries  of 
life.  This  nation,  among  the  Monfelemines, 
is  what  the  (lave  is  in  Barbary.  They  are 
made  to  work  according  to  the  pleafure  of 
the  Arabs,  nor  are  they  even  allowed  the 
wretched  liberty  of  complaining.  A  Jew 
never  carries  arms  :  if  he  had  the  misfortune 
to  do  fo,  and  fhould  defend  himfelf  againft  an 
Arab,  he  would  be  punifhed  with  death, 
the  vengeance  may  even  extend  to  his  family. 
The  free  exercife  of  their  religion  is  however 
left  them,  which,  joined  to  the  avarice  that 
defcends  from  one  generation  to  another  of 
this  wandering  nation,  makes  them  fuffer  aîl 
the  indignities,  that  a  man  of  the  lead;  feeling 
would  revolt  at. 
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Different  from  their  neighbours,  the  Mon- 
gearts  and  the  Moors,  the  Monfelemines 
never  endeavour  to  make  profelytes.  When 
they  have  a  chriftian  have,  they  treat  him 
with  humanity,  let  him  want  for  nothing, 
and  put  him  to  no  painful  talk.  Money, 
their  darling  idol,  is  the  caufe  of  this  indul¬ 
gence.  They  deteh  the  chriftians,  but  they 
love  money  ;  and  fear  that  the  ill-treatment 
of  their  Haves  might  occafion  their  licknefs 
or  death,  and  thus  rob  them  of  the  expe&ed 
ranfom  :  it  is  to  money,  that  the  chriHians, 
whofeevil  ftar  conducts  them  to  that  country, 
owe  the  little  comfort  they  experience  there. 

Among  the  Mongearts,  a  enrihian  who 
fliould  chaunt  the  prayer,  or  luffer  circumci- 
fion,  would  have  his  liberty  and  the  rank  of 
citizen  ;  the  family  to  which  he  might  have 
belonged,  would  give  him  cattle  to  enable 
him  to  live  like  them.  A  chriftian  at  Mo¬ 
rocco,  whofe  curiofity  Hiould  carry  him  with¬ 
in  a  mofque,  would  be  put  to  death,  or  forced 
to  aiïume  the  turban.  But  among;  the  Mon- 
felemines  he  would  have  nothing  to  fear: 
money  there  takes  the  lead  of  religion  ;  they 
would  content  themfelves  with  turning  him 

out, 
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out,  without  even  giving  him  a  blow  ;  but 
they  would  make  him  pay  as  much  as  his 
means  might  permit. 

Among  the  Moors,  a  chriftian  who  fhould 
be  caught  with  a  woman  of  the  nation,  would 
be  forced  to  turn  Mahometan  to  avoid  death  ; 
but  among-  the  Monfelemines  the  woman 

O 

alone  is  punifhed.  She  is  put  into  a  lack, 
and  thrown  into  the  fea  :  the  chriftian  has 
nothing  to  apprehend  ;  money  is  his  faviour. 

If  in  a  difpute,  a  chriftian  Have  defend 
himfelf  againft  his  mafter,  the  crime  is  pu¬ 
nifhed  with  death  among;  the  neighbouring; 
nations  ;  but  among  the  Monfelemines  it  re¬ 
mains  unpunifhed,  or  is  at  moft  repaid  with 
a  few  ftripes.  The  money  expedited  for  his 
ranfom  protects  him  :  that  is  the  touchftone 
that  puts  every  thing  to  the  proof. 

If  an  Arab  kill  a  Jew,  or  a  man  of  his  own 
nation,  a  fmall  fine  to  the  Jew’s  family  faves 
him  ;  but  he  is  obliged  to  pay  a  large  fum  to 
that  of  the  Arab.  This  infatiable  thirft  of 
gold  is  the  more  inconceivable,  as  the  inha- 
bitants  of  thefe  countries  hardly  make  any 
ufe  of  it.  They  hoard  it  up  with  care,  and 
often  deny  themfelves  the  neccftaries  of  life, 

rather 
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rather  than  fpend  the  fmalleft  piece  of  money  : 
when  a  father  of  a  family  dies,  although  he 
has  accumulated  a  great  deal  during  his  life, 
none  is  ever  found  amons;  his  effefts  ;  he  has 
buried  it  in  the  earth  unknown  to  every  body. 
He  hopes,  no  doubt,  to  be  the  better  for  it  after 
his  death,  and  to  be  refpedted  in  the  other 
world,  according  to  the  quantity  of  Ipecie  he 
fh,  il  have  had  in  his  pofteftion.  Mifers  fhould 
go  to  that  country  ;  they  would  there  learn 
means  of  economy  that  would  fhew  them, 
that  in  companion  with  the  Arabs,  they  are 
perfect  prodigals. 

The  Mongearts  have  not  near  fo  great  a 
lu  ft  for  gold  or  filver  :  they  employ  thofe 
metals  only  to  make  trinkets  for  their  women, 
when  they  procure  any  by  a  fhipwreck  or  the 
fale  of  their  productions  ;  and  will  willingly 
exchange  it  for  gunpowder  or  other  articles 
ufeful  to  their  exiftence,  or  pleafmg  to  their 
fancy. 

The  country  of  the  Monfelemines  is  very 
fertile,  producing  all  the  neceftaries  of  life, 
almoft  without  cultivation.  The  plains  are 
watered  by  an  infinite  number  of  ftreams  that 
render  them  fruitful.  Palm,  date,  fig,  and 
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almond  trees  abound.  They  have  alfo  large 
quantities  of  oil,  wax  and  tobacco,  which 
they  fell  at  the  public  markets,  the  merchan¬ 
dize  of  the  country  being  carried  to  Mo- 
gador.  Very  good  grapes  are  cultivated  in 
the  gardens,  are  dried  by  the  Arabs,  and 
converted  into  brandy  by  the  Jews. 

This  abundance  enables  the  inhabitants  to 
live  better  than  thofe  of  Zaara  :  in  the  country, 
however,  their  frugality  approaches  that  of 
the  Defert  ;  for  as  the  Arabs  of  Zaara,  are 
often  obliged  for  want  of  corn  to  content 
themfelves  with  milk,  fo  the  Monfelemines, 
that  they  may  not  make  fuch  frequent  vilits 
to  their  magazines,  eat  only  in  the  evening. 
In  the  towns  they  live  well,  making  two 
meals  a  day,  one  at  about  ten  o’clock,  and 
the  other  at  the  fetting  of  the  fun,  which 
gives  a  great  deal  of  occupation  to  the  ne- 
grefles  ;  for  they  are  aim  oft  inceftently  em¬ 
ployed  in  grinding  the  corn,  and  dreffing  the 
victuals.  The  inhabitants  of  the  Email  towns 
alfo  deep  in  a  more  comfortable  manner  ; 
they  fpread  mats  on  the  floor  of  their  apart¬ 
ments,  make  ufe  of  linen,  and  reft  quietly, 
without  being  expofed  to  the  night  air. 
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Their  ways  of  treating  wounds  and  difeafes 
are  precifely  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  Deleft. 


THE  EMPIRE  OF  MOROCCO. 

THE  peolpe  fubjeCt  to  the  dominion  of  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco,  are  lefs  happy  than 
thofe  of  whom  1  have  juft  fpoken.  The 
prejudices  of  their  nation,  the  arbitrary  power 
of  their  princes,  whom  they  believe  to  be 
defeended  from  the  great  prophet,  the  pillage 
to  which  they  are  ever  expofed,  whether  at 
war  or  not,  the  necefftty  cf  concealing  their 
property,  for  fear  of  being  ftripped  of  it  by 
the  Emperor  or  his  governors,  all  concur  to 
make  them  flaves  and  barbarians.  They  have 
no  regard  for  their  neighbours  ;  plunder  and 
rob  one  another  as  often  as  it  is  in  their 
power  ;  and  fubjeCt  in  every  thing  to  the 
will  of  an  imperious  mafter,  they  have  not 
even  the  liberty  of  lamenting  their  lad  filia¬ 
tion.  Their  greateft  misfortunes,  no  doubt,  is 
their  ignorance  of  all  the  focial  affections. 
The  father  fears  his  Ion,  the  fon  is  afraid  of 

his 
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his  Either  ;  and  thus  from  this  complication 
of  vices  and  prejudices,  the  Moorish  nation, 
which  pofielTes  one  of  the  faireft  portions  of 
the  earth,  is  always  wretched,  and  often  in 
want  of  the  very  neceffaries  of  life. 

As  thefe  people  are  born  to  flavery  they 
have  no  fettled  ufages  or  manners.  The  will 
of  the  prince  is  a  law  ;  they  know  no  other. 
They  have  nothing  in  common  with  the 
other  Mahometans,  but  their  defeats,  with¬ 
out  having;  anv  of  their  virtues. 

It  is  not  afton idling,  with  fuch  a  want  of 
principles,  that  this  nation,  which  looks 
upon  itielf  as  the  firft  in  the  univerfe,  and 
which  del  piles  all  others,  fhould  be  for  ever 
changing  its  cuftoms.  In  one  province 
crimes  are  authorized  that  are  punifhed  in 
another.  Always  in  contradiction  with  them- 
felves,  a  part  of  this  people  is  often  leen  in 
revolt  againft  fovereign  authority,  and  waging 
a  cruel  war  with  thole  who  obey  the  Em¬ 
peror.  The  next  year  the  molt  determined 
rebels  become  the  molt  faithful  fubjects,  and 
the  others  revolt  in  their  turn.  This  con¬ 
trariety  of  fentiments,  and  the  ignorance  of 
the  nation,  continue  to  maintain  the  fove- 
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reisr  in  his  rights,  and  mve  him  an  unlimited 
authority,  of  which  he  avails  himfelf,  to  plun¬ 
der  his  fubjedls,  and  to  keep  them  in  fervitude. 
Not  being  able  to  obferve  any  order  in  fpeaking 
of  people  who  are  unacquainted  with  it,  I  can 
only  touch  upon  matters  as  they  offer  them- 
felves  to  my  memory. 

The  plurality  of  wives  is  permitted,  and  is 
a  received  uluage  among  the  Moors  ;  they  are 
allowed  to  have  four  who  bear  that  name, 
the  others  being  no  more  than  flaves,  of 
whom  they  are  free  to  have  as  many  as  they 
can  afford  to  keep.  The  leaft  wretched  are, 
no  doubt,  thofe  who  inhabit  the  country,  in 
other  words  the  pooreft  ;  for  they  are  free, 
and  may  go  wherever  they  pleafe.  They  are, 
indeed,  very  little  lefs  happy  than  thofe  of 
Zaara  and  Bilidulgerid.  The  cafe  is  very 
different  with  the  females  who  live  in  the 
towns.  They  can  never  go  out  ;  are  always 
fhut  up  within  the  limits  of  the  houfe,  and 
are  no  longer  happy  than  they  pleafe  their 
malfer.  When  a  barbarous  hufband  is  dif* 
contented  with  his  wives,  he  may  treat  them 
as  he  pleafes;  he  may  adt  the  tyrant  uncon- 
trouled  ;  nobody  can  go  to  their  affiifance  ; 

for 
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for  nobody  has  a  right  to  enter  his  feraglioj 
nay,  often  when  he  has  made  them  endure 
long  bufferings,  and  is  tired  of  their  fight,  he 
kills  them,  that  he  mav  be  delivered  from 
the  care  of  keeping  them.  The  moft  hu¬ 
mane  get  rid  of  them  by  fak,  or  by  exchange. 
But  whatever  be  the  fate  or  thefe  unfortunate 
women,  it  is  fure  to  be  wretched,  when  they 
have  no  male  children.  In  that  cafe  it  affumes 
a  different  face,  the  father  not  daring  to  be¬ 
have  ill  to  the  mother  of  his  fon,  who  would 
not  fail  to  take  revenge.  A  father,  however 
fond  of  his  daughter,  cannot  affiff  her,  even 
if  informed  of  the  ill  treatment  fhe  undergoes. 
True  it  is,  that  the  hulband  would  be  feverely 
punifhed  if  convidted  of  the  murder  of  his 
wife;  but  that  is  impolhble.  It  fhe  bear 
about  her  the  marks  of  his  barbarity,  nobody 
knows  it  ;  he  has  her  buried  at  home,  and 
acquaints  her  parents  that  die  is  dead.  As 
none  but  the  great  dare  adt  in  this  manner, 
by  reaton  of  the  impolfibility  of  calling  them 
to  an  account,  men  in  high  dations,  who 
love  their  children,  often  marry  them  to  people 
of  inferior  condition,  that  they  may  be  treated 
with  greater  kindnefs.  The  affiftance  they 
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obtain  from  the  father  in  their  trade,  or  on 
other  occalions,  induces  them  to  behave  with 
decency  to  the  daughter.  A  father  often 
feigns  to  refuie  his  daughter  to  him  who  afks 
her  in  marriage,  to  avoid  the  reproaches  of 
people  of  his  own  rank.  In  that  cafe  the 
flighted  luitor  complains  to  the  Emperor  ; 
his  conduct  is  examined,  and  as  all  has  been 
fettled  beforehand,  nothing  can  ever  be  laid 
to  his  charge  :  the  father  is  confequently 
condemned  to  give  him  his  daughter,  and 
pretends  to  be  angry,  although  in  reality  his 
dearefl  willies  are  accomplifhed. 

The  Moors  are  equal  by  birth,  and  know 
no  diflindtions,  except  thofe  that  are  derived 
from  official  employments  ;  on  religning 
thefe  employments  they  again  return  into  the 
common  mafs  of  citizens  ;  thus  may  the 
pooreft  man  in  the  nation  pretend,  without 
prefumption,  to  the  hand  of  the  daughter  of 
the  moil  opulent.  An  accident,  or  the  caprice 
of  the  prince,  may  precipitate  the  latter  into 
ruin,  and  the  former  may,  by  the  fame  caprice 
of  fortune,  be  elevated  to  a  ffate  of  wealth 
and  honour. 

The  mode  of  education  is  generally  alike 

through- 

O 


VOYAGES  TO  THE 


throughout  the  whole  empire.  The  children 
remain  unemployed  until  the  age  of  feven  or 
eight,  but  as  loon  as  they  are  circumcifed 
they  are  all  occupied,  either  in  the  arts,  the 
ftudy  of  the  Koran,  the  care  of  the  flocks,  or 
the  exercife  of  arms.  Thofe  engaged  in  the 
latter  are  moft  noticed  by  the  Emperor. 
When  able  to  bear  arms  they  are  fent  to  Mo¬ 
rocco,  and  when  received  into  the  army  re¬ 
main  there  during  his  pleafure.  They  are 
incorporated  in  the  cavalry  or  infantry,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  refpedtive  talents.  Thofe  bred 
up  to  the  fea  are  alfo  obliged  to  prefent  them- 
felves  before  the  Emperor,  and  are  then  fent 
to  the  different  ports  to  man  the  veflels  def- 
tined  to  cruife  asrainff  the  Chriflians. 

O 

The  Emperor  goes  every  day  to  the  NuJJoire 
or  place  of  Aflembly,  where  he  adminifters 
juftice.  He  liftens  to  everv  one  ;  foreigners 
or  fubjedls,  men  or  women,  rich  or  poor  : 
every  one  has  a  right  to  appear  before  him 
and  explain  the  nature  of  his  caufe.  Between 

eio-ht  and  nine  o’clock  he  comes  to  the  au- 

o 

dience,  where  he  is  furrounded  by  a  great 
number  of  foldiers.  Thofe  who  have  caufe 
for  complaint  make  him  a  prefent,  without 

which 
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which  previous  ceremony  it  is  impottible  to 
fpeak  to  him.  This  prefent  is  proportioned 
to  the  condition  and  fortune  of  each  indi¬ 
vidual  The  lmalleft  matter,  even  two  eggs,  is 
accepted.  They  talk  with  great  freedom  before 
the  prince,  who,  if  the  adverfe  party  be  pre¬ 
fent,  foon  gives  judgment  ;  if  abl'ent,  they 
are  lent  for,  and  the  plaintiff  returns  another 
day  for  a  final  determination.  The  Moors 
addrefs  their  fovereign  with  boldnefs  ;  they 
are  never  bafhful  before  him,  and  he  that 
Ihould  feem  fo  would,  in  fome  meafure,  con* 
fefs  his  guilt,  and  infallibly  lofe  his  iuit. 

In  places  remote  from  the  Emperor’s  refi- 
dence,  the  governors  adminifter  juftice.  Each 
province  has  a  chief  governor,  and  every  vil¬ 
lage  a  particular  magiftrate.  They  have  per- 
fons  under  them,  who  execute  the  orders  of 
the  fovereign,  or  rather  their  own.  They 
are  fo  many  petty  tyrants  fpread  over  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  and  are  ever  ready  to  fan&ion  their 
extortions  by  the  name  of  their  matter  ;  for 
to  get  rich  as  rapidly  as  pottibleis  the  object  of 
all  their  defires.  It  very  feldom  happens,  how¬ 
ever,  that  they  enjoy  the  fruit  of  their  rapine^ 
When  they  learn,  by  means  of  their  fpies,  that 
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an  individual  has  acquired  any  property,  either 
in  plunder,  or  by  the  profits  of  trade,  they 
never  fail  to  infrft  upon  their  fhare,  and  the 
wretch  is  obliged  to  faciifice  a  part  of  his 
wealth,  in  order  to  preferve  the  reft.  Should 
he  refufe  the  demand,  he  is  immediately  ac¬ 
cu  fed  before  the  Emperor,  and  when  he 
leaft  thinks  of  it,  an  order  far  his  ruin  arrives 
from  court  ;  he  is  difpoiled  of  all  he  pofleftes  ; 
his  cattle,  his  Haves,  his  effects  are  publicly 
fold,  and  he  is  put  into  pril'on,  till  fuch  time 
as  he  is  fent  to  anfwer  his  accufer  before  the 
fovereign.  Not  unfrequently  the  wretches 
expire  with  mifery  and  ill-ufage  before 
they  reach  the  royal  prefence  ;  and  even 
fhould  a  man  have  the  £ood  fortune  to 
juftify  himfelr  to  the  Emperor,  he  does  not, 
on  that  account,  recover  his  property  ;  all  that 
has  been  taken  from  him  having  been  de- 
pofited  in  the  royal  trealury,  cannot,  without 
facrilige,  be  removed  from  thence,  where  it 
is  faid  to  be  kept  in  refer ve  for  the  exigencies 
of  the  ftate.  Pie  obtains  nothing  but  his 
liberty,  and  the  right  of  vengeance;  nor  is 
he  ever  told  the  name  of  his  accufers  ;  they 
aredcft  to  the  fagacity  of  his  fufpicion.  When 

he 
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he  returns  to  his  family,  he  forms  a  party, 
who  prefer  different  accufations  againfl  the 
governor.  He,  in  his  turn,  falls  a  facrihce, 
and  his  property  is  confifcated  to  the  profit  of 
the  royal  treafury. 

This  latter,  however,  finds  it  much  more 
difficult  to  make  his  way  out  of  the  labyrinth 
than  an  ordinary  man  ;  for  as  he  is  poffefTed 
of  greater  property,  and  as  that  property  is 
the  produce  of  rapacity,  he  has  very  feldom 
any  means  of  defence.  He  is  then  fentenced 
to  die,  unlefs  the  Emperor  fhould  hand  in 
need  of  him,  in  this  cafe  he  is  re-appointed 
governor,  and  fent  into  another  province. 
The  impunity  which  attended  his  firff  tranf- 
greffion  determines  him  to  fhew  lefs  regard 
for  the  people,  and  fconer,  or  later,  he  is  fure 
to  lofe  his  head.  If  he  can  forefee  the  inffant 
of  his  ruin,  and  be  inclined  to  retire,  he 
eafily  obtains  his  pardon,  by  giving  up  the 
fruits  of  his  rapine,  for  he  muff  be  endowed 
with  no  fmall  fhare  of  cunning  to  make  any 
referve  for  himfelf,  when  deftined  to  live 
among  a  people  whom  he  has  plundered,  and 
who  would  not  fail  to  accufe  him,  if  they 
faw  him  enjoying  the  comforts  of  life.  He 

may 
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may  ftill  efcape  death  and  the  con  fi  feat  ion  of 
his  property,  if  fortunate  enough  to  make 
good  his  retreat  among  the  Monfelemines. 
When  he  has  reached  this  country  he  is  in 
fafety,  and  has  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the 
Emperor’s  refentment. 

Sidy  Mahammet  Ben  Abdella,  Emperor  of 
Morocco,  of  the  family  of  the  Sherifs,  and 
defeended  from  Mahomet,  is  the  interpreter 
of  the  law.  The  priefls  are  called  'Talbes, 
and  are  always  of  his  opinion.  Befides  being 
a  defeendant  of  the  great  prophet,  he  has  the 
good  fortune  to  be  infpired  by  him,  and  is  as 
infallible  as  the  pope.  The  refpedl  his  fub- 
jedls  entertain  for  him  is  fo  great,  that  they 
think  themfelves  happy  to  die  by  his  hand; 
nay,  this  is  the  greateft  favour  to  which  a 
Moor,  convinced  of  the  fandtity  of  his  religion, 
can  afpire  ;  he  is  certain  of  enjoying  eternal 
felicity  in  the  bofom  of  Mahomet.  The 
reigning  Emperor,  lels  cruel  than  his  prede- 
ceffors,  keeps  up  this  opinion.  When  he 
condemns  any  one  to  death,  the  body  of  the 
malefadlor  is  left  at  the  place  of  execution 
until  it  pleafe  the  Emperor  to  forgive.  His 
friends  and  relations  then  repair  to  the  corpfe, 
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proclaim  the  pardon,  carry  it  away,  and  per¬ 
form  the  rites  of  fepulture.  The  l'pot  where 
the  body  is  interred  is  furrounded  with  a  wall, 
and  the  deceafed  is  afterwards  confidered  as  a 
faint.  If  the  Emperor  docs  not  grant  a  par¬ 
don,  the  Jews  carry  away  the  body,  which 
remains  without  burial,  and  becomes  food  for 
the  beads  of  prey. 

Friday,  which  at  Bilidulgerid,  is  a  market 
day,  is  in  Morocco  the  day  of  prayer.  Labour 
is  fufpended,  and  the  mofques  are  devoutly 
attended.  When  prayers  are  over,  the  Moors 
vifit  each  other,  meet  together  in  places  of 
public  worship,  and  pafs  the  day  in  recrea¬ 
tion.  At  dawn  of  morning  the  public  cryer 
afcends  the  terrace  of  the  mofque,  and 
chaunts  aloud  a  general  prayer  ;  this  cere¬ 
mony  is  repeated  at  noon  and  at  fun-fet. 

Among  thefe  people,  holpitality  is  known 
only  by  name  ;  the  traveller  mud:  pay  for  his 
entertainment;  but  the  perfonal  lafety  of  the 
gued  is  inviolate.  A  recent  indance  evinces 
the  facrednefs  of  this  law.  A  chief  of  a  band 
of  robbers,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  the 
mountains  of  Atlas,  having  received  informa¬ 
tion  from  his  fpies  of  the  day  on  which  the 
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French  merchants  were  to  leave  St.  Croix ,  in 
order  to  lettle,  by  the  Emperor’s  command,  at 
Mogodor,  was  determined  to  attack  and  pillage 
them.  He  ordered  his  men  to  advance  into 
one  of  the  defiles  of  the  mountain  through 
which  the  caravan  that  efcorted  their  mer¬ 
chandize  was  to  pafs.  This  body  of  robbers 
confided  of  four  hundred  men,  refolute  and 
well  armed.  The  efcort  of  the  caravan  was 
far  from  being  io  numerous,  but  a  lucky 
chance  refeued  them  from  pillage,  and  perhaps 
from  aflaflmation  ;  a  heavy  fhower  of  rain 
obliged  them  to  halt  late  at  night,  and  as  it 
happened,  near  the  houfe  of  the  chief  of  the 
band.  Not  chufing  to  day  in  the  place 
where  they  had  halted,  the  conductor  of  the 
caravan  propoied  to  quit  the  road  and  make 
to  the  houfe  of  this  mat),  who  was  known 
here  as  a  chieftain  of  the  country,  and  not  as 
the  head  of  a  band  of  robbers.  The  propofal 
was  adooted  ;  and  bavins;  loon  arrived  at  the 
manlion,  they  began  to  unload  their  goods 
to  put  them  under  cover.  The  mader  of  the 
houfe  being  informed  of  their  arrival,  came  to 
receive  the  merchants  ;  and  told  them  that 
he  had  put  four  hundred  men  in  ambulh,  in 

order 


COAST  OF  AFRICA. 


*37 


order  to  plunder  them;  a  difafter  which  he 
obferved  they  could  not  have  efcaped  with¬ 
out  the  fpecial  protection  of  the  prophet.  He 
added,  that  having  taken  refuge  under  his 
roof  they  had  nothing  to  fear,  that  his  reli¬ 
gion  enjoined  him  to  give  them  protedtion, 
and  that  far  from  annoying  them,  his  men 
fhould  be  their  efcort  as  far  as  Mo^odor. 
This  was  put  into  execution  without  his  men 
requiring  any  recompenfe  either  for  himfelf 
or  for  his  band. 

The  Moors  fcrupuloufly  obferve  and  prac¬ 
tice  all  the  aufteritics  of  their  lent.  It  con- 
lifts  in  abftinence  from  food,  from  drinking. 

7  O' 

and  from  the  ufe  of  tobacco,  from  the  rilin^* 

o 

to  the  letting  of  the  fun.  The  perfon  detec¬ 
ted  in  the  violation  of  thefe  precepts  is  rigor- 
oully  punilhed.  If  he  has  taken  food,  he  re¬ 
ceives  the  baftinado  according  to  the  fentence 
of  the  chief  :  if  he  has  drank  water,  he  re¬ 
ceives  twenty  or  thirty  blows  upon  the  head  : 
a  punifhment  I  myfelf  faw  infli&ed  in  the 
camp  before  the  town  of  Rabate.  As  to  the 
ufe  of  tobacco,  an  article  which  can  be  more 
eaftly  difpenfed  with,  it  is  punilhed  with  ftill 
greater  feverity.  In  this  cafe  the  offender 
feldom  efcapes  death  ;  gunpowder  is  fluffed 

into 
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into  his  mouth,  andfeton  fire.  The  foîdiery, 
even  on  the  march,  are  not  exempted  from 
the  auflerities  of  lent,  and  it  was  during  the 
time  that  I  accompanied  them,  that  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  obferving  the  penalties  in¬ 
flicted  on  thofe  who  violate  thefe  religious 
precepts. 

Thefick  are  indulged  with  difpenfations,  but 
as  foon  as  they  are  reftored  to  health,  are  re¬ 
quired  to  redeem  the  indulgence,  by  doing 
what  they  fhould  have  done  before.  During 
this  holy  feafon  the  priefts  are  occupied  al- 
moft  the  entire  day  and  part  of  the  night  in 
reading  the  Koran,  and  the  commentators  of 
the  Mahometan  law. 

The  Moors  believe  in  the  immortality  of 
the  foul  of  thole  men  who  are  zealous  ob- 
fervers  of  the  law,  while  thofe  who  live  in 
violation  of  its  precepts  are  condemned  to 
buffer  for  a  feafon,  and  afterwards  to  be  anni¬ 
hilated.  They  reject  eternal  torments  ;  this 
dreadful  doCtrine  feems  to  them  contrary  to 
the  goodnefs  of  the  Divinity. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  women,  the  fouls  of 
thofe  vvhofe  conjugal  fidelity  has  been  invio¬ 
late,  are  alone  immortal.  After  death,  they 
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become  celeftial  beauties  ;  annihilation  at¬ 
tends  the  reft.  According  to  their  principles, 
man  is  not  a  free  agent  ;  every  thing  is  or¬ 
dained  from  eternity  ;  and  hence  it  is  that  a 
perfon  who  commits  a  crime  is  not  the  lefs 
efteemed  by  his  countrymen.  When  a  Moor 
falls  under  adverfity,  he  fupports  it  with  heroic 
firmnefs;  he  is  never  heard  to  murmur;  but 
fubmits  entirely  to  the  divine  will;  nor  does 
he  make  the  leaft  effort  to  emerge  from  his 
diftrefs. 

The  prefent  Emperor  had  an  intimate 
friend,  who  had  been  bred  up  with  him  from 
his  infancy.  When  the  prince  came  to  the 
throne  this  man  was  his  only  confidant.  His 
enemies  (for  fuch  diftinguifhed  favour  never 
fails  to  excite  ill-will)  perfuaded  the  Emperor 
to  remove  him  from  his  perfon,  by  giving  him 
a  government,  under  the  fpecious  pretext, 
that  the  favourite,  by  the  mildnefsand  equity 
of  his  adminiftration,  would  foon  reftore  peace 
and  tranquility  to  the  country.  The  prince 
liftened  to  the  infidious  counfel,  and  men¬ 
tioned  it  to  his  friend,  who  fully  fatisfied 
with  the  mediocrity  of  his  fortune,  and  happy 
in  the  friendfhip  of  his  fovereign,  heard  the 
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news  with  forrow.  He  made  known  his  un- 
eaiinels  to  the  Emperor,  who  endeavoured 
to  reconcile  him  to  this  feparation,  alluring 
him  that  the  firft  perfon  who  fhould  prefume 
to  accufe  him  fhould  be  punifhed  with  death. 
He  iubmitted  then  to  his  defoliation,  but  not 
without  regret  ;  and  acquitted  himfelf  irre¬ 
proachably  of  all  the  duties  of  his  employ¬ 
ment.  The  whole  province  applauded  the 
mildnefs  of  his  adminifoation,  and  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  ones,  envying  the  happinefs  of  thofe 
who  lived  under  his  fway,  folicited,  by  their 
deputies,  to  be  governed  by  fuch  rulers.  This 
blamelefs  conduct  proved  his  ruin.  His  ene¬ 
mies,  taking  the  advantage  of  the  revolt 
of  the  neighbouring  provinces,  which  had 
refufed  to  pay  tribute  to  their  governors,  per- 
fuaded  the  Emperor  that  his  old  friend,  elated 
with  the  popular  favour,  had  the  defign  of 
making  himfelf  independent.  This  charge 
fufficed  for  his  condemnation.  He  was  re¬ 
called  from  his  government,  and  without 
hearing  or  feeing  him,  the  Emperor  ordered 
him  to  be  confined  in  a  corn  magazine,  and 
to  be  fed  only  once  a  day.  In  this  confine¬ 
ment,  where  he  had  lcarcely  room  to  breathe, 

he 
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he  languifhed  unheard  of  for  fifteen  years. 
The  Emperor  imagined  he  had  been  long 
dead,  when  the  fon  of  this  unhappy  man. 
having  diftinguiffied  himfelf  in  a  revolt,  in 
which  he  received  feveral  wounds  to  fave  the 
Emperor,  ventured  to  afk,  as  the  only  reward 
of  his  fervices,  permiffion  to  deliver  his  fa¬ 
ther  from  prifon.  This  requeft  awaked  the 
affection  of  the  Emperor,  who,  aftonifhed 
to  find  that  his  friend  was  {till  alive,  inftantly 
ordered  that  he  fhould  be  releafed  from  his 
painful  abode  ;  placed  him  again  near  his  per- 
fon,  and  reftored  him  to  his  former  confi¬ 
dence  and  friendffiip.  During  fo  long  a  fpace 
of  time  the  old  man.  was  never  once  heard 
to  give  utterance  to  a  fingle  complaint.  He 
had  often  enjoined  his  fon,  whom  he  tenderly 
loved,  to  beware  of  incurring  the  diipleafure 
of  the  prince  bv  daring  to  fpeak  in  his  behalf. 
He  affirmed  that  he  lhould  one  dav  be  re¬ 
leafed,  and  heard  the  news  of  his  deliverance 
with  as  little  emotion  as  he  had  done  that 
of  his  unjuft  condemnation. 

When  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  is  in¬ 
formed  that  a  province  is  growing  rich,  in 
confequencc  of  a  long  continuance  of  peace, 
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he  impofes  more  than  the  ordinary  taxes, 
which  does  not  fail  to  excite  the  murmurs  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  this  is  the  very  objedt  he 
has  in  view.  The  people,  whole  taxes  are 
thus  augmented,  affemble  to  deliberate,  and 
on  luch  occafions  the  hot-headed  are  fure  to 
run  to  arms.  At  firft  the  Emperor  tempo¬ 
rizes,  affedts  to  yeild  to  the  juft  reprefenta- 
tions  of  his  iubjedts,  and  taking  care  to  in¬ 
form  himfelf  of  the  number  of  the  revolters, 
their  names  and  wealth,  reduces  the  taxes  to 
their  ordinary  amount,  and  public  tranquility 
is  inftantly  re-eftablilhed.  This  calm,  how¬ 
ever,  is  more  dangerous  to  the  province  than 
the  tempeft  itfelf  ;  for,  by  the  removal  of  the 
chiefs,  either  by  alluring  them  to  his  court, 
or  charging  them  with  fome  honourable 
commiffion,  he  neceffitates  their  abfence 
from  their  province.  He  then  takes  ven¬ 
geance,  by  ordering  the  adjacent  ones  to  attack 
it,  under  the  pretence  of  rebellion,  and 
comes  in  for  one  half  of  the  plunder.  The 
people  taken  by  furprize,  attacked  on  all  fuies, 
and  deprived  of  their  leaders,  are  eafily  over¬ 
come  :  they  fubmit  and  pay  ;  and  the  Em¬ 
peror  then  puts  a  flop  to  havoc  and  depreda¬ 
tion. 
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tion.  It  often  happens  that,  under  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  having  exceeded  their  orders,  the 
provinces  that  had  affifted  in  executing  his 
vengeance,  are  in  their  turn  fubjedted  to  the 
fentence  which  thev  had  inffidled  on  their 

j 

neighbours.  By  this  barbarous  fpecies  of  po¬ 
licy  the  prince  contrives  to  get  into  his  hands 
all  the  riches  of  the  empire. 

It  is  moft  probable  that  the  reigning  prince 
is  of  the  nation  of  the  Monfelemines  ;  for  his 
domineering  paffion  is  avarice,  the  inherent 
vice  of  that  people.  The  inhabitants  of  Cape 
Non  affirm  that  his  mother  was  of  their 
country  ;  and  this  is  very  probable,  notwith- 
ffanding  the  contrary  affertion  of  the  Moors. 
Differing  in  every  relpcdt  from  his  father, 
who  left  his  people  in  the  poffeffion  of  no 
arms,  the  prefent  emperor  leaves  them  no 
money,  but  he  allows  them  to  be  armed  ;  and 
all  the  Moors  are  now  fo,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
Bilidulgerid.  From  this  policy  he  obtains  ano¬ 
ther  advantage,  that  of  difpenfing  with  re¬ 
gular  troops.  If  he  wiffies  to  make  war,  he 
orders  a  whole  province  to  march,  and  the 
province  inffantly  affembles  her  fwarms  of 
warriors.  They  are  led  to  the  field  bv  the 
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hopes  of  plunder,  never  think  of  the  future, 
and  are  infatuated  enough  not  to  perceive 
that  they  themfelves  will,  footier  or  later,  be¬ 
come  victims  to  the  blind  fubmiffion  which 
they  pay  to  the  orders  of  the  Emperor. 

Commerce  commands  his  attention,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  great  fums  it  brings  to  the  trea- 
fury.  He  permits  all  nations  to  eftablifh  fac¬ 
tories  in  his  territories  ;  exafts  the  twelfth  of 
the  cargo  for  his  cuftoms  ;  and  frequently 
forces  the  merchants  to  pay  him  confiderable 
fums  for  permiffion  to  carry  on  their  traffic 
without  moleifation.  Affairs  of  commerce 
are  in  this  country  carried  on  with  much  tar- 
dinefs  ;  this  is  occasioned  by  no  bufmefs  being 
done  on  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  any 
more  than  on  the  Chriftian  holidays.  Sunday 
is  a  day  of  moil  profound  repofe,  for  on  that 
day  the  Chriftians,  who  carry  on  the  much 
greater  part  of  the  traffic,  Ihut  up  their  ware- 
houles. 

The  jews,  to  whom  he  grants  the  free  ex- 
ercife  of  their  religion  through  the  whole  ex- 

O  O 

tent  of  his  dominions,  furnilh  him  with  im- 
menfe  lums  of  money  ;  the  induftry  of  this 
wandering  race  of  men  being  a  never  ceaiing 
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Source  of  wealth.  He  facilitates  their  com¬ 
merce,  and  even  furnifhes  them  with  a  capi¬ 
tal*  but  he  knows  how  to  recover  it  with 
ufury.  The  ]ew  is  the  (lave  of  the  nation  ; 
and  hence  it  is,  that  if  a  Moor  or  a  Chriftian 
kill  a  Jew,  he  is  condemned  to  pay  a  penalty 
of  one  hundred  dollars  ;  but  if  a  Moor  fhould 
kill  a  Chriftian,  money  cannot  fave  his  life, 
for  the  Emperor  would  fear  to  lofe  the  com¬ 
merce  of  the  Europeans,  if  the  murder  re¬ 
mained  unpunifned.  The  Chriftian  on  the 
other  hand  may  commit  this  crime  with  im¬ 
punity  ;  for  the  Emperor  would  never  be 
made  to  believe,  that  in  his  dominions,  a 
Chriftian  would  dare,  except  in  felf-defence, 
to  kill  a  Moon 

Though  every  citizen,  as  I  have  already 
obferved,  is  obliged  to  ferve  the  Emperor,  he 
notwithstanding  always  keeps  on  foot,  a  body 
of  regular  troops,  compofed  of  Moors.  His 
father  left  him  an  army  of  well  diftiplined 
negroes,  under  the  command  of  a  black  Pa¬ 
cha  ;  but  the  prefent  Emperor  having  con¬ 
trived  to  gain  the  refpedt  of  the  people  Ly 
whom  his  father  was  detefted,  has  changed 
all  the  eftablifhments  of  the  preceding  reign. 

He 
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He  rid  himfelf  almoft  entirely  of  this  negro 
army,  by  exposing  it  in  the  defiles  of  Mount 
Atlas  againff  the  Monfelemines.  He  flood 
much  in  fear  of  thefe  foreign  foldiers,  who 
formed  a  body  of  forty  thoufand  men  ;  for  he 
had  often  been  a  witnefs  to  their  fpirit  of  mu¬ 
tiny.  His  befl  difciplined  troops,  and  thofe 
on  whom  he  mofl  depends  on  all  critical  oc- 
cafions,  are  a  band  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
French  renegadoes,  commanded  by  an  Alcaide 
of  the  fame  nation.  This  chief,  in  the  year 
1784,  was  the  fon  of  a  hat-maker  at  Paris,  of 
the  name  of  Boiffelin.  The  band  is  compofed 
of  Frenchmen  who  have  deferted  from  Spain. 
They  are  well  paid,  feldom  employed,  and  in 
time  of  peace  are  flationed  at  Mogodor.  The 
Alcaide  of  the  renegadoes  is  the  foie  judge  of 
all  their  difputes,  or  delinquencies  ;  he  is  not 
bound  to  render  any  account  of  his  condudl 
except  to  the  Emperor  himfelf.  Although 
the  renegadoes  are  permitted  to  have  feveral 
wives,  they  are  generally  fatisfied  with  one  ; 
the  greater  part  even  difpenfe  with  them  alto¬ 
gether.  There  are  alfo  eight  hundred  other 
renegadoes  of  the  Spanifh  and  Portuguefe  na¬ 
tions  ;  but  they  form  nto  diflimfl  body,  are 
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dirtributed  in  the  different  parts  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  and  are  fubjeft  to  the  orders  of  the  go¬ 
vernors  of  provinces; 

The  reafon  that  the  Emperor’s  orders  are 
not  put  in  force  at  a  diftance  from  the  feat  of 
empire,  is,  becaufe  he  promifes  and  never 
pays  ;  he  knows  how  to  make  himfelf  matter 
of  money,  but  is  unacquainted  with  the  art 
of  bellowing  it.  When  he  wants  to  purchafe 
{laves,  the  Jews  are  charged  with  this  com- 
miffion.  The  Jews  temporize,  in  concert 
with  the  governors,  fometimes  under  one  pre¬ 
text,  fometimes  under  another,  till  the  Em¬ 
peror,  tired  with  their  delay,  fends  other  Jews 
on  the  fame  errand,  who  with  the  certainty 
of  never  being  paid,  are  as  little  folicitous  as 
the  firft  to  fulfil  their  commiffion. 

The  independent  Arabs,  who  know  his 
character,  will  not  deliver  up  their  captives 
on  his  bare  promife  ;  and  for  this  reafon  it  is 
that  the  Chriftians  have  no  hope  of  deliver¬ 
ance  from  their  captivity,  except  through  the 
means  of  the  merchants  who  are  fpread  over 
the  empire.  Thefe  merchants  would  haften 
their  relief  ;  but  they  are  obliged  to  have  re- 
CQurfe  to  ftratagems,  in  order  to  get  the  Em¬ 
peror’s 
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peror’s  permiffion  to  redeem  the  captives. 
Scarcely  have  the  natives  of  Bilidulgerid  the 
word  of  the  merchants  when  they  give  up 
their  flaves.  They  are  under  no  apprehenfion 
of  being  defrauded  of  the  ranfom  agreed  on, 
for  there  has  never  occurred  an  inftance  of 
the  head  of  a  commercial  houfe  having  failed 
in  performing  his  engagements.  The  Moors 
accordingly  fay,  that  Chriftians  may  be  de¬ 
pended  on,  as  their  religion,  which  they 
fcrupulouhy  obferve,  forbids  them  to  lie. 
This  received  opinion  gives  great  facility  to 
Commerce,  and  tends  much  to  eafe  the  buffer¬ 
ings  of  thofe  unhappy  men  who  are  fhip- 
wrecked  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary  ;  for  as  foon 
as  fuch  an  event  happens,  the  inhabitants  im¬ 
mediately  inform  the  Chriftian  merchants, 
but  never  give  advice  to  the  Emperor,  who 
only  hears  of  it  by  accident. 

Among  a  people  fo  fuperftitious  as  the 
Moors,  it  is  not  furprifing  that  ambitious  men 
frequently  endeavour  to  make  parties  in  the 
Sate.  The  abufe  of  power,  their  country¬ 
men’s  fondnefs  for  novelty,  the  delire  of  in¬ 
dépendance  lo  natural  to  man,  all  concur  in 
Simulating  fuch  turbulent  characters  to  fpread 
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their  opinions  among  the  country  people. 
They  have  ever  recourfe  to  the  fpecious  plea 
of  religion,  and  however  abinrd  their  argu¬ 
ments,  never  fail  of  finding  fanatical  partizans, 
efpecially  if  the  impoftor  has  dexterity  enough 
by  fome  artful  trick  to  furprize  the  m'.nd, 
and  gain  the  attention  of  theie  ignorant  peo¬ 
ple.  He  takes  care  above  all  to  boafl  a  divine 
intercourfe  with  the  prophet,  and  his  doctrine 
never  fails  to  allow  ofallkindof  pillage  ;  a  pow¬ 
erful  incitement  to  a  nation  naturally  addicted 
to  rapine.  His  fedtaries  run  to  arms  and  fall 
upon  the  pofTeffions  of  the  Emperor.  The 
latter  immediately  fets  an  army  on  foot,  being 
unwilling  to  depend  upon  the  zeal  of  the 
the  provinces,  who  have  nothing  to  gain,  but 
every  thing  to  lofe,  and  who  might  very  pro¬ 
bably  be  drawn  into  the  fedition,  through 
the  defire  of  novelty,  and  the  hope  of  meet¬ 
ing  with  better  treatment.  The  Emperor’s 
troops,  well  difeiplined,  and  under  the  con¬ 
duct  of  able  leaders,  bred  up  in  arms,  foon 
difperfe  the  rebels,  who  not  daring  to  appear 
in  their  provinces  after  their  defeat,  where 
thev  would  be  treated  as  facrihguous  perlons, 
take  refuge  in  the  mountains  of  Atlas,  from 
whence  it  is  not  poffible  to  diflodgethem.  Here 
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they  form  themfelves  into  bands  of  robbers, 
and  attack  every  one  who  falls  in  their  way. 
They  frequently  make  incurfions  into  the 
plains,  and  as  they  are  dreffed  and  fpeak  like 
the  natives,  there  is  no  guarding  again!!: 
them.  They  get  information  of  the  depar¬ 
ture  of  the  caravans,  which  they  attack  and 
generally  plunder.  Thofe  of  the  Emperor, 
tranfporting  the  royal  revenue  arifing  from 
the  cuftoms  of  the  different  lea-ports,  are  not 
more  refpedted  than  the  others.  But  the 
efforts  are  in  general  fo  ftrong,  that  thefe  ca¬ 
ravans  are  rarely  pillaged. 

A  rebel  of  this  diffription,  under  the  reign 
of  the  preffnt  Emperor,  purfued  his  conquefts 
to  the  very  city  of  Morocco.  The  multitude, 
on  whom  his  mirasles,  his  revelations,  and  a 
thoufand  ether  pious  abfurdities  had  impofed, 
were  ready  to  join  the  ftandard.  The  Em¬ 
peror  was  only  iuftained  by  his  French  renc- 
gadoes,  who  had  haftily  repaired  to  the  capi¬ 
tal,  and  by  a  fmall  body  of  his  moft  faithful 
Moors.  The  Prince  perceiving  that  force 
could  be  of  no  avail,  had  recourfe  to  ffrata- 
gem,  and  advancing  towards  the  people  at  the 
head  of  his  renegadoes,  cried  out  with  a  loud 
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voice,  that  if  the  mail  before  him  were  really 
a  melTenger  of  the  prophet,  he  would  be  the 
fird  to  kifs  the  dud  of  his  feet  ;  but  that  it 
was  at  lead  neceffary  to  know  the  will  of  the 
great  prophet,  and  that  for  that  purpofe  he 
was  going  to  the  mofque.  The  rebel  chief 
obferving  that  the  people  applauded  thele  fen- 
timents,  and  finding  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a 
numerous  party,  while  the  Emperor  was  aban¬ 
doned  by  his  lubjedfs,  conceived  he  had  no¬ 
thing  to  fear.  Taking  an  efcort  of  chofen 
men,  he  repaired  thither  likcwife.  They 
remained  there  about  half  an  hour,  and  on 
their  return  to  the  people,  the  Emperor  alked 
the  impodor  what  it  was  that  the  prophet 
had  infpired  him  with.  “To  dethrone  thee,” 
replied  he,  “  and  to  ufe  violence  if  thou  do 
not  fubmit  with  refignation.”  —  “  Well, 
then,”  faid  the  Emperor,  “  the  prophet  has 
revealed  tome,  that  I  fhould  acknowledge  for 
my  fuccedor  the  perfon  who  lying  prodrate 
on  the  ground,  in  the  prefence  of  all  the  peo¬ 
ple,  fhould  continue  in  that  podure  with  a 
done  weighing  five  thoufand  pounds  fufpend- 
ed  over  his  head,  and  ready  to  crulh  him. 
Lay  thyfelf  down  then  if  thou  art  truly  lent 
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by  the  prophet  ;  and  if  all  the  wonders  which 
thou  half  hitherto  performed,  he  not  falfe  mi¬ 
racles  invented  to  deceive  the  people,  the  ftone 
will  remain  fufpended  over  thee  in  the  fame 
manner  as  over  Mahomet’s  tomb  at  Mecca.  I 
fhall  then  be  the  fir  if  to  fubmit  to  thy  laws, 
and  to  give  to  my  people  the  example  of 
fidelity.” 

The  impoftor  did  not  chufe  to  accept  this 
propofal  ;  but  the  people  having  applauded  the 
renegadoes,  laid  hold  of  him,  notwithstanding 
the  refinance  made  by  his  guard,  raifed  over 
him  a  large  ftone,  wl  ich  inftead  of  remaining 
fufpended,  fell  and  crufhed  him  to  death. 

This  fortunate  ftratagem,  and  the  courage 
of  the  renegadoes,  who  were  not  to  be  inti¬ 
midated  by  the  number  of  their  enemies,  pre- 
ferved  the  Emperor,  and  infured  to  them  the 
inviolable  attachment  and  lafting  generofity 
of  that  Prince,  who  reviews  them  once  a 
year,  clothes  them  anew,  and  allows  them 
pay  in  proportion  to  the  eminent  fervices  dis¬ 
played  on  the  above  moll  critical  occafion. 

When  a  perfon  is  accui'ed  before  the  Em¬ 
peror,  and  the  Prince  has  fpoken,  no  one 
dares  to  reply  ;  fuch  prefumption  would  be 
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attended  with  certain  and  inflant  death.  The 
Alcaide  of  the  French  renegadoes  was  the 
only  perfon  who  ever  attempted  it  with  im^ 
punity.  “  Thou  favoured  the  flight  of  thy 
countrymen,”  fliid  the  Emperor  to  him,  in 
the  prefence  of  the  people,  “  I  know  it  from 
good  authority,  and  thou  art  to  expect  the 
punifhment  which  fuch  a  crime  deferves.”— 
“  O,  mighty  Prince,  thou  had  been  deceiv¬ 
ed,”  replied  the  Alcaide.  “  What,”  laid 
the  Emperor,  “  thou  doft  not  admit  the 
charge  ?” — “  No,”  my  lord,  “  command 
my  accufers  to  appear  in  thy  prefence,  and 
thou  wilt  know  the  truth.”  This  determin¬ 
ed  anfvver  would  have  been  for  anv  other  a 
fen  fence  of  death,  but  it  laved  the  life  of  the 
Alcaide.  His  accufers,  among  whom  was 
a  Pacha,  were  ordered  to  appear  ;  and  al¬ 
though  the  charge  was  true,  yet  it  could  not 
be  proved,  and  they  were  inftantly  put  to 
death.  The  Alcaide  on  the  contrary  was  re¬ 
warded.  J  heard  him  relate  this  circumftance 
himfelf. 

When  a  Moorifh  army  is  on  the  march 
no  order  is  obferved  ;  only  thofe  who  carry 
the  colours  march  at  the  head  of  the  troops. 
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The  horfe  are  indifcriminately  mixed  with 
the  foot.  When  they  arrive  upon  their 
ground  the  whole  aflemble,  but  no  roll-call 
takes  place.  The  encampment  is  circular  ;  the 
general’s  tent,  and  that  deftined  for  religious 
ceremonies,  are  placed  in  the  middle.  To¬ 
wards  night  centinels  are  planted  before  the 
tents;  the  troops  liç  on  the  bare  ground  ; 
every  quarter  of  an  hour  their  war-cry  goes 
round  their  camp  to  prove  their  vigilance  ; 
and  during  the  whole  night  a  moft  terrible 
noife  is  heard.  It  is  a  difficult  matter  to  fur- 
prize  their  camp,  for  the  troops  fleep  in  their 
clothes,  and  on  their  arms.  Their  horfes  tied 
only  to  a  fmall  flake,  are  difmgaged  in  an  in- 
flant,  and  ready  for  adlion.  7'hey  fwim 
acrofs  rivers,  and  tranfport  their  baggage  upon 
rafts  made  of  tent  poles,  fuflained  by  inflated 
goat-ikins.  When  an  army  approaches  a  city, 
the  cavalry  come  out  to  meet  them,  and  both 
parties  advance  in  a  fham  fight.  They  fall 
upon  each  other  in  full  fpeed,  and  after  dii- 
c'nargin  g  their  carbines,  the  cavalry  retreat,  load 
as  they  make  off,  and  return  to  the  charge 
feveral  times  on  the  fame  front.  We  were 
entertained  with  this  fpedlacle  before  the  city 
of  Azemor. 
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The  naval  forces  of  the  empire  of  Morocco 
are  very  inconfiderable.  Their  corfairs,  how¬ 
ever,  are  by  no  means  to  be  defpifed.  They 
always  endeavour  to  board  the  veffels  they 
attack,  and  as  their  crews  are  numerous,  have 
often  the  advantage.  They  fcarcely  ever  lofe 
fight  of  the  land  ;  and  if  they  find  themfelves 
purfued  by  a  fuperior  force,  they  foon  take 
fhelter  under  the  cannon  of  fome  fort. 

The  towns  of  Barbary  are  very  ill  built  ; 
the  ftreets  are  narrow  and  without  pavement  ; 
there  confequently  are  no  carriages  to  be 
feen.  The  houfes  have  no  windows  towards 
the  ftreets  ;  the  roofs  are  terraced.  Several 
ancient  monuments  of  this  country  have  fallen 
into  ruin.  At  the  entrance  into  Morocco  is 
feen  a  magnificent  bridge  of  a  furprifing 
length.  The  town  of  Rabate  is  well  forti¬ 
fied,  and  in  fome  parts  paved.  That  of  Mo- 
godor,  however,  is  much  more  elegant,  for  the 
French  merchants  have  built  there  feveral 
magnificent  houfes  of  hewn  ftone  ;  they  have 
alfo  in  common  a  large  garden,  given  them  bv 
the  Emperor,  which  is  kept  in  excellent 
order. 

The  territory  is  fertile,  and  produces  abun¬ 
dantly 
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dandy  all  the  neceffaries  of  life.  The  moun¬ 
tains  are  extremely  abrupt.  The  chain  known 
by  the  appellation  of  Atlas,  in  the  part  opposite 
to  Morocco,  is  entirely  covered  with  fhow  the 
whole  year  round. 

The  Moors  who  inhabit  that  part  of  thofe 
mountains  which  lies  near  St.  Croix,  leave 
not  a  fingle  inch  of  land  untilled.  They  fup- 
port  their  grounds  by  fmall  walls.  It  often 
happens  that  a  cultivated  fpot  is  not  more 
than  eight  or  ten  feet  in  breadth.  A  perfon 
obferving  with  what  care  the  foil  is  laid  out 
would  be  apt  to  imagine  that  it  was  extremely 
fcarce  in  thefe  parts  ;  yet.  at  fome  leagues  dif- 
tance  there  are  extenfive  plains  of  excellent 
earth,  which  are  totally  left  wafle  ;  nor  is  it 
eafy  to  find  out  the  reafon  of  fuch  a  pra&ice, 
unlefs  it  arife  from  a  preference  given  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  mountains,  where  property 
is  better  fecured  from  depredation.  By  occu¬ 
pying  the  neighbourhood  of  Bilidulgerid,  they 
can  eafily  take  refuge  there,  for  they  are  maf- 
ters  of  the  defiles  in  the  way,  and  of  courfe 
arefecure  from  furprife.  This,  doubtlefs,  in¬ 
du  ces  them  to  prefer  fuch  ftenle  fpots  to  the 
pleafant  habitations  which  the  neighbouring 
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champaign  country  would  afford.  When  har- 
▼eft  is  got  in,  it  is  the  cuftom  to  fet  fire  to 
the  ffubble.  They  preferve  their  corn  as  at 
Bilidulgerid.  As  to  the  commerce  of  this 
country,  every  one  knows,  and  particularly  at 
Marfeilles,  with  what  advantages  it  is  attend¬ 
ed.  On  clofing  thefe  refledlions,  what  re¬ 
mains  to  be  obferved,  is,  that  nothing  is  want¬ 
ing  to  render  the  a  Moors  profperous  and  an 
invincible  nation,  but  fixed  laws,  and  an  ad- 
miniftration  independent  of  the  caprice  of 
their  Emperors. 


PART 


PART  THE  SECOND. 


VOYAGE  TO  GALEM,  AND  RETURN  TO 
FRANCE. 

RESTORED  again  to  my  family,  I 
thought  to  have  enjoyed  fome  confola- 
tion,  but  1  was  cruelly  difappointed.  I  difco- 
vered,  with  great  pain,  that  my  relations  gave 
no  credit  to  the  ftory  of  my  fufferings.  Some  of 
them  told  me,  that  as  I  had  brought  them 
upon  myfelf,  they  were  nothing  more  than 
what  I  deferved.  Others,  quite  unmoved  at 
my  fituation,  had  not  even  condefcended  to 
anfwer  the  obliging  letters  they  had  received 
from  feverai  merchants  at  Bordeaux,  who  not 
being  of  the  fame  opinion  with  my  familv, 
had  warmly  interefted  themfelves  in  my  be¬ 
half.  Thefe  merchants  had  had  the  goodnefs 
to  write  to  Cadix,  Mogodor,  Sallee,  and 
other  places,  to  urge  every  pofhble  means  of 
extricating  me  from  my  miferable  condition  ; 
engaging  themfelves,  without  any  limitation, 
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to  defray  every  expence  attending  it.  I  think 
it  incumbent  on  me  to  infert  a  letter  to  this 
effect  which  I  received  by  duplicate  at  Sainte 
Croix  de  Barbarie,  and  which  was  written  to 
me  by  Mr.  Mocquart  of  Bordeaux.  It  came 
to  my  hands  by  the  means  of  a  Jew. 


Bordeaux ,  April  14,  1784. 

Mr.  Saugnier, 

“  I  only  heard  yefterday  of  the  misfortunes 
that  have  befallen  you.  I  had  that  information 
by  a  letter  Mr.  Lanefpeze,  junior,  your  mate, 
wrote  to  Mr.  Mure,  the  French  conful  at 
Sallee,  dated  the  21ft  February  laft,  which 
Mr.  Mure  fent  to  Mr.  Lanefpeze,  fenior,  the 
14th  March.  There  is  no  evil,  my  dear 
friend,  without  a  remedy.  May  God  preferve 
your  health,  and  we  will  foon  relieve  you  from 
your  diffrefs.  I  wrote  yefterday  to  Mr. 
Mure,  to  engage  him  to  uie  all  poffible  means 
to  find  you  out,  and  immediately  to  furnifh 
what  is  neceffary  for  your  ranfom,  and  I  have 
made  myfelf  anlwerable  for  the  payment.  By 
which  means,  my  dear  Sir,  I  hope,  that  al¬ 
though  your  misfortunes  have  been  great, 
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that  they  will  not  be  of  long  duration.  Do 
not  then  give  yourfelf  up  to  borrow,  I  earneftly 
intreat  you.  It  would  he  fo  much  the  more 
unworthy  of  you.  as  you  fhould  know  how 
to  furmount  ‘■he  adverfities  of  fortune,  to 
which  you  have  been  fo  long  inured. 

“  Your  friends,  Mefirs.  Floquet,  fet  fail  the 
29thof  December  ;  they  met  with  badweather, 
and  were  obliged  to  put  into  Brefl  the  7th  of 
January  ;  their  letter  of  the  10th  informs  me 
they  were  to  fail  again  the  1  ith. 

“  This  is  ail  the  account  I  have  of  them  to 
the  prefent  time.  I  imagine  they  are  arrived 
by  this  time.  I  am  now  Flipping  them  a 
fmall  confignment,  part  of  which  is  a  Fill. 
I  thought  your  arrival  would  have  preceded 
theirs.  But  after  all,  I  hope  it  is  only  delay¬ 
ed.  Apropos,  I  have  written  to  M.  Mure, 
if  by  chance  it  fhould  be  in  his  power,  to  fend 
you  either  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Louis  at  Sene¬ 
gal,  or  to  Goree,  if  agreeable  to  you  ;  and  in 
cafe  of  your  declining  it*  I  have  defired  him 
to  forward  your  return  to  France  with  all 
poflible  expedition  ;  adding,  that  which  ever 
propola!  you  c'nufe  to  accept,  he  may  Fill  look 
to  me  for  reimburlement. 


“  I  wrote, 
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“  I  wrote,  befides,  by  the  fame  convey¬ 
ance  to  David  Benatar,  a  Jew,  fettled  at  Mo- 
godor,  (the  perfon  to  whom  Lanefpeze  ad- 
dreffed  his  letter  to  M.  Mure,)  to  engage 
him  to  ufe  every  means  in  his  power  to  find 
you  out,  and  to  give  the  earlieft  intelligence 
cf  the  fame  to  M.  Mure.  After  having  taken 
the  foregoing  fteps  in  order  to  terminate  your 
misfortunes,  the  end  of  which  I  (hall  fee 
with  extreme  fatisfa&ion,  I  am,  with  the  fin- 
cereft  attachment.  Sir, 

“  Yours,  &c. 

“  M.  Mocouart.” 

My  mother,  who  is  far  from  being  in  eafy 
circumftances,  was  the  only  one  of  my  relations 
who  felt  for  my  diftrefs.  She  furnifhed  me 
with  linen,  and  other  neceffaries,  as  far  as  the 
fcantinefs  of  her  means  would  allow  One  of 
my  uncles,  a  prebendary,  and  in  good  circum¬ 
ftances,  fent  me  300  livres,  more  through 
oftentation  than  friendfhip,  obferving  that  it 
was  the  laft  prefent  I  fhould  receive  at  his 
hands,  and  that  notwithftanding  the  intereft 
he  took  in  my  fufferings,  he  could  not  here¬ 
after  do  any  thing  more  for  me.  In  this  try- 
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ing  fituation,  with  fo  fmall  a  flock,  and  with 
only  the  coat  I  had  on  my  back,  I  determined 
upon  returning  to  Paris,  and  engaging  myfelf 
in  my  original  line  of  bufmefs,  however  pain¬ 
ful  the  talk.  I  did  not  repine  at  my  fate,  for 
by  comparing  the  fituation  I  had  lately  expe¬ 
rienced,  with  that  in  which  I  now  found  my¬ 
felf,  I  conlidered  the  latter  as  a  hate  of  hap- 
pinefs,  although  my  health  had  been  greatly 
impaired  by  the  hardfhips  of  flavery.  My 
example  ought  to  ferve  as  a  leflon  to  thofe 
young  people,  who  even  if  they  are  of  an  af¬ 
fluent  family,  ought  never  to  depend  too  much 
upon  the  fupport  of  their  relations.  Selfifh- 
nefs  prevails  in  France,  and  the  ties  of  blood 
are  a  mere  illufion.  We  are  in  the  wrong; 
not  to  allow  that  the  fault  of  an  individual  re¬ 
flects  difhonour  upon  his  family,  and  that  they 
ought  to  partake  of  the  fhame  ;  for  frequently 
they  are  the  only  caufe  of  his  delinquency, 
by  the  barbarity  with  which  they  treat  the 
unhappy  perl'on,  whom  delpair  alone  has  led 
on  to  crimes.  Whenever  luch  calamity  hap¬ 
pens,  the  fault  is  almoft  always  on  the  fide  of 
the  family.  With  lefs  avarice,  and  more 
gentlenefs  and  good-nature,  they  would  loon 
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reclaim  the  errors  of  an  exafperated  mind, 
which,  urged  on  by  want  and  difpair,  is  prone 
to  coniider  every  thing  allowable  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  life. 

Having  taken  this  refolution,  I  remained 
in  quiet  at  my  mother’s  houfe  till  I  recovered 
my  health.  In  the  mean  while  I  wrote 
to  feveral  fhop-keepers  in  the  capital,  with  a 
view  of  obtaining  a  place.  But  I  was  not  yet 
come  to  the  end  of  my  misfortunes  ;  my  wan¬ 
derings  were  not  terminated.  Heaven  had 
decided  otherwife.  I  had  fuffered  much  in 
the  hope  of  going  to  Senegal,  and  it  was  writ¬ 
ten  in  the  book,  of  fate  that  I  fhould  go  there. 
I  received  at  this  time  a  letter  from  the  elder 
of  my  two  companions  in  misfortune.  He 
had  lately  returned  to  Paris,  where  he  learnt 
my  arrival  in  France,  through  the  merchants 
of  Bordeaux,  whom  I  had  thanked  for  the  fuc- 
cour  they  had  afforded  me  in  my  captivity, 
and  for  the  obliging  letters  which  they  had 
written  to  my  relations,  and  which  thofe  re¬ 
lations  had  never  deigned  to  anfwer. 

My  fhipwreck,  and  the  lofs  of  our  common 
venture  had  thrown  the  greateft  obftacles  in 
the  way  of  his  fuccefs,  as  well  as  mine.  He 
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embarked  in  the  Bayonnaife,  as  I  have  before 
mentioned,  and  two  months  after  his  depar¬ 
ture  from  Bordeaux  arrived  at  Senegal, 
where  he  expeffed  to  find  me.  My  ablence, 
the  uncertainty  of  my  being  alive,  and  the 
probable  lofs  of  our  common  effects,  had  prov¬ 
ed  a  Broke  of  thunder  to  him.  Some  time, 
however,  after  his  arrival  at  the  colony,  he 
had  learnt,  or  rather  had  conceived  lome  fu- 
fpicion  of  my  (hip wreck  from  the  report  of 
fome  wandering  Moors,  who  had  fpread  about 
the  rumour  of  a  fhip  being  loft  o'n  their  coafts. 
This  news  determining  him,  after  a  refidence 
of  three  months  at  the  colony,  to  return  to 
France,  he  took  fhipping  for  Cape  Francois, 
from  whence  he  afterwards  failed  for  Bor¬ 
deaux. 

He  exhorted  me  in  his  letter  not  to  lofe 
courage.  He  drew  an  argument  from  my 
paft  misfortunes  to  infer  that  our  next  voyage 
would  be  more  profperous  ;  and  he  gave  a  very 
flattering  account  of  the  advantage  to  be  de- 
rived  from  traffic  at  Senegal.  He  likewife 
communicated  to  me  the  motive  of  his  com¬ 
ing  to  Paris,  and  encouraged  me  topurfue  my 
former  projects.  The  recent  example  of  the 
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Ihip  Antonia.  Captain  Vegneux,  belonging  to 
Meff  Lavayffe,  Puchelherg  and  Co.  of  l'Orient, 
which,  with  a  cargo  of  42,000  livres  value,  had 
produced  mofe  than5oo,ooo,  afforded  a  proof  of 
the  high  probability  of  making  a  fpeedy  and 
çonfiderable  fortune  in  that  country.  I  deter¬ 
mined  then  once  more  to  try  mine.  I  had  re¬ 
ceived  but  300  livres  from  my  uncle  ;  a  fum 
far  from  being  fufficient  to  clothe,  maintain 
me,  and  defray  the  expences  of  a  new  voyage  ; 
and  I  was  under  the  neceffity  of  making  ano¬ 
ther  effort  to  obtain  fupplies  from  my  family, 
and  at  length,  after  much  trouble  and  humi¬ 
liation,  I  got  300  livres  more,  and  that  only 
on  my  mother’s  becoming  my  fecurity,  with¬ 
out  which  I  fhould  never  have  fucceeded. 

I  repaired  to  Paris  with  this  fmall  flock. 
There  were  feveral  companies  eftablifhed  in 
that  capital,  who  all  expedited  an  exclufive 
privilege  for  the  gum  trade  at  Senegal.  The 
hope  of  being  placed  at  the  head  of  the  com¬ 
pany  which  obtained  it,  induced  us  to  flay  at 
Paris  for  the  fpace  of  two  months  to  no  pur- 
pofe. 

Perceiving  no  progrefs  made  in  our  bufi- 
nefs,  and  that  we  were  only  amufed  with  fair 
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promifes,  we  fet  off  for  Bordeaux,  a  place  of 
great  refource  to  thofe  who  are  not  deterred 

O 

by  the  dangers  of  the  fea,  and  who  are  wil¬ 
ling  to  apply  to  bufinefs.  We  hoped  to  meet 
with  Chips  taking  in  freight,  and  fortunately 
were  not  deceived  in  our  expectations. 

Two  weeks  after  our  arrival  in  that  city, 
I  embarked  with  a  venture  on  board  the  Gul- 
tavus  Adolphus,  commanded  by  Captain  Marc, 
of  Havre,  and  belonging  to  -M.  Lamalathie, 
merchant  of  Bordeaux.  This  veffel  was  to 
trade  along  the  coaff.  and  thence  to  fet  fail 
for  India,  after  having  delivered  proviilons  for 
the  garrifon  of  Senegal.  M.  Lamalathie  al¬ 
lowed  me  a  commiffion  upon  Inch  negroes  as 
I  Ihould  purchafe  in  concert  with  the  cap¬ 
tain. 

I11  the  fituation  I  was  then  in,  I  was 
obliged  to  accept  any  conditions,  although  I 
was  well  aware  that  in  purchafing  jointly 
with  the  captain,  I  ihould  gain  next  to  no¬ 
thin?,  for  it  being  the  interell  of  tin  fa  gen- 

O'  O  Ü 

tlemen  to  carrv  on  the  trade  alone,  they  are 
unwilling  to  fhare  the  commiffion  with  any¬ 
one.  I  think  it  effentially  ncccffiry  for  the 
good  management  of  an  expedition,  that  either 

the 
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the  entire  bufinefs  fhould  be  left  to  the  cap-* 
tain,  or  that  his  power  fhould  be  reftricted 
to  the  mere  navigation  of  the  fhip.  A  diver- 
fity  of  opinions  is  ever  prejudicial  :  one  ob¬ 
jets  to  the  propofal  of  the  other,  and  this 
diffenfion  proves  always  detrimental  to  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  owners.  As  I  was  abfolutely 
bent  upon  going  to  Senegal,  I  clofed  with 
the  offers  of  M.  Lamalathie,  and  reconciled 
myfelf  to  the  reft. 

My  partner  remained  at  Bordeaux  to  fit  out 
the  brig  to  Furet,  Captain  Gabory,  of  about 
70  tons  burden,  and  on  board  of  which  he 
embarked  fix  weeks  after  me.  The  Gufta- 
vus  Adolphus  was  a  prime  failor,  and  our 
voyage  fhort  and  fortunate.  On  leaving  the 
Canary  Iflands  we  neverthelefs  met  with  vio¬ 
lent  gales  of  wind,  which  fprung  our  main- 
maft,  an  accident  that  determined  the  cap¬ 
tain,  from  the  impoffibility  of  repairing  it  tho¬ 
roughly  on  thatcoaft,  not  to  hazard  the  voy¬ 
age  to  India  :  he  therefore  finifhed  his  bufi- 
nefs  at  Goree,  where  he  ffaid  a  twelvemonth, 
and  from  thence  failed  for  America. 

Scarcely  had  we  loft  fight  of  the  Canaries 
when  we  perceived  the  coaft  of  Africa.  The 
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ft 3ry  of  my  misfortunes,  and  the  expel  ience 
of  the  captain,  made  him  refolve  of  keeping 
well  out  to  lea.  The  next  day,  however,  we 
made  Cape  Blanco,  and  perceived  two  wrecks, 
the  one  appearing  to  be  a  veflel  of  about  150 
tons,  and  the  other  a  frigate. 

We  arrived  without  much  difficulty  with¬ 
in  light  of  Senegal  the  13th  of  June,  1  785,  and 
the  fame  day  we  croffed  the  bar,  according 
to  the  report  of  leamen,  the  mod;  dangerous 
in  the  world.  The  bar  is  the  efFecft  of  lèverai 
fuccefiive  furfs  that  condantly  purfue  and 
break  upon  each  other  with  great  force.  This 
furf  is  occafioned  by  the  current  of  the  river, 
that  is  thrown  back  upon  itfelf  by  the  fea  into 
which  it  flows.  The  fand  carried  down  by 
the  dream,  and  cad:  back  by  the  fea,  forms  a 
flat  which  renders  this  paflage  inaccedible  to 
vedfels  of  great  burthen.  There  was  only 
thirteen  feet  water  when  I  pafTed  it.  I  ven¬ 
tured  over  it  in  the  pilot’s  boat.  I  did  not 
know  the  danger;  but  when  the  violence  of 
the  furf  bore  us  aloft,  I  began  to  tremble  for 
my  life.  In  the  month  of  September  of  the 
fame  year,  though  the  bar  had  but  feven  feet 
water,  it  was  more  ealy  to  be  palfed  in  boats. 

It 
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It  feems  as  if  nature,  by  thefe  dangers,  would 
forbid  the  Europeans  to  make  eftablilhments 
in  this  country,  where  they  come  only  to 
carry  on  a  commerce  difgraceful  to  huma¬ 
nity  ;  but  the  defire  of  gain  prevails  over 
every  confideration,  and  furmounts  the 
greateft  obftacles.  It  is  neceflary  to  be  piloted 
over  the  bar  by  negroes,  who  are  good  fwim- 
mers,  and  will  not  eafily  abandon  the  whites 
in  the  moment  of  danger;  they  often  fave 
them  when  the  boat  overfets,  and  in  fuch 
cafe  the  beft  expedient  is  to  truft  ones  felf 
entirely  to  their  care.  Woe  to  him,  who 
contradicts  them  during  this  dangerous  paf- 
fage,  for  in  that  cafe,  if  an  accident  happen 
they  only  provide  for  their  own  fafety,  with¬ 
out  paying  any  attention  to  the  fituation  of 
the  whites,  who  are  foon  fwallowed  up  by  the 
waves.  Of  this  truth  the  fate  of  M.  de  la 
Echouart,  Captain  of  theBayonnaife,  who  was 
drowned  in  the  month  of  April,  1786,  is  a 
melancholy  example. 

Having  croffed  the  bar,  we  went  on  fhore  ; 
and  although  the  fun  was  extremely  hot,  I 
continued  my  way  to  Senegal  along  the  Bar¬ 
bary  point,  a  flip  of  fandy  ground,  from  fifty 

to 
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to  fixty  toifes  wide,  that  feparates  the  Niger 
from  the  fea.  The  breadth  of  the  river  near 
the  village  of  Gandiole  is  more  than  three 
hundred  toifes. 

The  ifland  of  Senegal  is  three  leagues 
higher  up.  This  ifland,  properly  fpeaking,  is 
only  a  bank  of  fand  in  the  middle  of  the 
river.  It  is  a  thoufand  geometrical  paces 
long  and  about  fixty  in  its  greatefl  width  ;  is 
almoft  on  a  level  with  the  river,  and  with 
the  fea,  being  defended  from  the  latter  by 
Barbary  point,  which  is  of  greater  elevation, 
than  the  colony.  The  eaflern  branch  of  the 
fiver  is  the  more  confiderable  of  the  two, 
being  about  four  hundred  toifes  acrofs  ;  the 
weftern  branch  is  only  from  fifty  to  two 
hundred  toifes  wide.  The  ifle  confifts  en¬ 
tirely  of  burning  fands,  on  the  barren  fur- 
face  of  which  you  fometimes  meet  with  fcat- 
terred  flints,  thrown  out  among  their  ballaft 
by  veffels  coming  from  Goree,  or  with  the 
ruins  of  buildings  formerly  eredled  by  Euro¬ 
peans.  There  is  fcarcely  fuch  a  thing  as  a 
garden  upon  the  ifland  ;  European  feeds 
in  general  not  thriving  here.  It  is  not  fur- 
prifing  that  the  loil  is  fo  unproductive  ;  for 
the  air  is  ftrongly  impregnated  with  fea  fait, 

which 


172 


VOYAGES  TO  THE 


which  pervades  every  thing,  and  confumes 
even  iron  in  a  very  fhort  fpace  of*  time.  The 
heats  are  exceffive,  and  rendered  ffill  more  in- 
iupportable  by  the  refledtion  of  the  fand,  fo  that 
from  ten  in  the  morning  until  four  in  the  after¬ 
noon  it  is  almoft  impofîïble  to  do  any  work. 
During  the  months  of  January,  February, 
March,  and  April,  the  heats  are  moderated  ; 
but  in  Auguft,  and  in  the  following  ones,  they 
become  fo  oppreffive  as  to  affedl  even  the  na¬ 
tives  themfelves.  What  effedl  then  muff 
they  have  upon  the  Europeans,  fuddenly 
tranfported  unto  this  burning  climate  ?  The 
nights  are  a  little  lefs  fultry  ;  not  always, 
however,  but  only  when  the  fea  breeze  fets 
in.  It  is  then,  that  the  inhabitants  of  th® 
colony  breath  a  frefher  air,  for  which  they 
have  been  longing  the  whole  of  the  day  ; 
but  this  air  in  our  climate  would  feem  a 
burning  vapour.  The  nighrs  are  neverthe- 
lefs  troublefome,  notwithftanding  the  com¬ 
forts  of  the  fea  breeze.  The  inftant  the  fun 
is  fet,  we  are  aflailed  by  an  infinity  of  gnats, 
which  are  called  mufquitos  ;  their  flings  are 
very  painful,  and  their  multitude  incredible. 
The  inhabitants  find  but  a  poor  defence  in 

their 
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their  gauze  curtains.  For  my  own  part,  ac- 
cullomed  as  I  had  been  to  live  among  the 
Moors,  I  was  but  little  annoyed  by  thele  in- 
feds.  Being  half  a  lavage,  I  felt  no  delire 
to  recommend  myfelf  to  the  favourable  re¬ 
gard  of  the  fair-lex,  and  I  was  therefore 
under  no  necellitv  of  taking  care  of  mv 
perfon.  In  imitation  of  my  former  mailers, 
I  fmeared  myfelf  with  butter,  and  this  ex¬ 
pedient  preferved  me  at  all  times  from  thefe 
impertinent  {lingers,  thefe  Ipitelels  enemies 
to  the  repofe  of  the  human  kind. 

If  the  profped  of  Senegal  is  not  agreeable 
to  the  eye,  much  lefs  are  its  environs,  which 
are  covered  over  only  with  find,  and  over-ruu 
with  mangles.  It  may  be  fiid,  without  ex¬ 
aggeration,  that  there  is  not  a  more  forlorn 
lituation  to  be  found  on  the  face  of  the  in¬ 
habited  globe,  or  a  place  in  which  the  com¬ 
mon  neceffaries  of  life  are  procured  with 
greater  difficulties.  Water,  that  indifpenfible 
aliment  of  man,  is  here  not  potable.  Wells 
are  dug  in  the  land  to  the  depth  of  five  or 
lix  feet,  and  water  is  obtained  by  this  means  ; 
but  whatever  pains  are  taken  to  frefhen  it,  it 
ever  retains  a  brackifh  ta  He.  1  have  diddled 

thiS 
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this  water  myfelf,  and  obfèrved  that  it  always 
kept  a  difagreeable  favour,  which  cannot  fail 
to  be  hurtful  to  the  health  ;  it  is  trtie  that 
when  the  river  is  high,  its  flreams  are  frefh, 
but  the  water  is  only  the  more  dangerous* 
It  proves  the  caufe  of  mod  of  thofé  maladies 
which  carry  off  the  Europeans  fo  rapidly, 
that  at  the  end  of  every  three  years  the 
colony  has  a  frefh  fet  of  inhabitants.  The 
blacks  themfelves,  although  accuftomed  to 
the  climate,  are  not  in  this  feafon  free  from 
difeafe. 

There  is  not  any  good  water  to  be  got  in 
the  country,  but  that  which  is  brought  forty 
leagues  down  the  river,  and  through  the 
mod  infe&ious  fwamps.  A  fpring  of  good 
water  riles,  however,  four  leagues  above  Gan- 
diole,  upon  the  way  from  Senegal  to  Goree, 
but  it  is  not  fufficiently  copious  to  become  of 
general  utility.  As  to  the  other  aliments  of 
life,  they  are  equally  unwholefome,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  lying  report  of  travellers,  and 
their  book-makers,  who  in  their  accounts  of 
this  fad  country,  feem  as  if  they  were  ftriv- 
ing  to  outdo  each  other  in  falfehood.  The 
meat  4  in  general  deteftably  bad,  and  the  fifii 
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of  an  ill  tade.  It  muft  be  drefTed  the  day  it 
is  caught  ;  for  the  next  morning  it  is  good 
for  nothing.  The  oxen  furnifh  the  bed 
meat  :  but  they  are  not  half  fo  tall  or  fo  big 
as  thole  of  France,  even  of  Brittany.  Meflrs. 
Adanfon  and  Dumanet  have  taken  a  pleafurc 
in  embellilhing  the  narratives  they  have 
written  relative  to  thefe countries,  where  they 
have  found  fomethino;  marvellous  at  every 
flep.  As  for  me,  who  have  gone  over  the 
greater  part  of  thefe  didridls,  I  have  found 
the  country  only  more  or  lefs  detedable. 
No  man  can  fpeak  in  its  favour,  except  to 
anfvver  fome  particular  purpofe.  The  Se¬ 
negal  company  derive  great  benefit  from  their 
commerce,  and  confequently  have  an  intered 
in  reprefenting  the  country  as  a  terreftrial 
paradife  ;  for  if  it  were  known  to  be  fuch  as 
it  is  in  fad,  they  would  find  nobody  to  go 
there,  the  chance  being  five  to  one  that  the 
adventurer  will  never  return,  (independent 
of  the  hazards  of  the  voyage)  and  that  in  the 
fpace  of  three  years.  It  mud,  however,  be 
confeffed  that  this  charming  country  has  one 
advantage,  which  is,  that  if  a  man  become 
tired  ot  life  he  may  ealily  terminate  his  ex- 

iftcnce 
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iftence  without  committing  the  crime  of 
fuicide.  He  need  only  remain  at  Senegal  a 
little  while,  or  if  he  would  wilh  to  make  it 
fhorter  ftill,  let  him  undertake  a  voyage  to 
Gatam.  Thofe  on  the  contrary  who  wilh  to 
prolong  their  life  a  little  muff  be  fatisfied 
with  negro  food — and  heavens  !  what  food  ! 
The  females  pound  millet  in  wooden  mor¬ 
tars  upon  the  land,  but  it  is  fo  ill  prepared 
that  it  grates  between  the  teeth.  Walking 
or  riding  out  is  no  amufement  here,  as  it  is 
ever  attended  with  danger,  and  as  there  are 
no  fituations  tolerably  agreeable  nearer  than 
ten  leagues  from  the  colony.  Befides,  a  man 
is  always  expoled  either  to  the  danger  of 
being  made  capture  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country,  or  to  be  devoured  by  wild  beafls, 
fuch  as  the  tiger,  and  the  lion.  Neither 
can  fuch  excurlions  be  made  without  danger, 
even  when  the  colony  is  at  peace  with  the 
natives  of  the  country.  This,  however,  does 
not  involve  a  contradiction,  for  there  are  in 
Senegal,  as  in  every  other  part  of  Africa, 
troops  of  robbers,  who  carry  away  whatever 
thev  meet  with,  and  who  wage  war  with  all 
the  world.  A  perfon  may,  therefore,  be  in 

danger 
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danger  even  in  time  of  peace,  more  efpecially 
as  one  or  other  of  thefe  gangs  are  always 
fcouring  the  country.  Thefe  robbers  never 
attack  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  on  their 
own  ground,  but  whenever  they  find  them 
upon  the  territories  of  their  enemies,  they 
fail  not  to  lay  hold  of  the  occafion,  to  the 
ruin  of  thofe  whom  curiofity  leads  abroad. 
In  fine,  in  order  to  give  a  juft  idea  of  this 
wretched  colony,  let  it  fuffice  to  obferve,  with¬ 
out  exasperation,  that  it  is  the  moftdeteftable 
fpot  on  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  and  that  no¬ 
thing  but  utter  ignorance,  or  a  total  want  of 
any  other  means  of  fubfiftence,  can  induce 
a  man  to  fettle  there. 

While  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  Furet, 
which  had  been  fitted  out  by  my  friend,  I 
had  time  to  ftudv  the  character  of  the  in- 

j 

habitants  of  Senegal,  and  their  manner  of 
trading,  this  was  the  only  matter  to  which 
I  turned  my  attention.  I  was  convinced  that 
I  ftiould  never  fucceed  without  underftand- 
ing  thoroughly  the  people  with  whom  I  had 
to  deal  ;  and  1  was  affifted  in  this  ftudy  by 
the  vounger  Floquet,  who  had  been  left  by 
his  brother  at  the  colony,  and  who,  with 

the 
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the  aiTidance  of  the  Count  de  Repentigny, 
had  made  upon  the  whole  a  profitable  fpe- 
culation. 

At  that  time  there  were  only  three  Eu¬ 
ropean  houfes  at  Senegal  that  carried  on  the 
greater  part  of  the  commerce  of  that  place  ; 
thefewere,  fird,the  company's  houfe,  which, 
befides  the  exclufive  privilege  of  the  gum 
trade,  dealt  alfo  in  (laves.  This  houfe  was 
certainly  the  mod  confiderable,  but  withal 
the  word  regulated;  the  perfons  who  had 
been  fent  by  the  company  having  no  know^- 
ledge  whatever  of  this  commerce.  It  was 
therefore  the  lead  formidable.  That  of  M. 
Aubry  de  la  Foffe,  of  Nantz,  was  better  con¬ 
ducted.  With  a  lmaller  dock  they  carried  on 
a  more  confiderable  trade  ;  the  fuperintend- 
ance  of  the  houfe  was  committed  to  M.  Vig- 
neux,  formerly  captain  of  a  (hip  from  Nantz. 
He  was  the  perfon,  who  taking  the  advantage 
of  my  unhappy  fhipwreck,  which  happened  in 
the  year  1 784,  had  made  one  of  thofe  furprif- 
ingly  lucrative  bargains,  which  allure  fo  many 
of  our  countrymen  to  their  ruin.  He  made 
alio,  in  the  years  1 785  and  1786,  feveral 
highly  advantageous  fpeculations  without  go- 
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ing  from  Senegal  ;  the  laft,  however,  coft 
him  his  life. 

The  third  hoüfe  was  conduced  by  M.  Paul 
Bonis,  who  traded  folely  on  liis  own  bottom. 
He  had  been  formerly  cooper  to  the  company 
at  Goree,  and  when  that  itland  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Englifh,  took  refuge  in  Senegal. 
He  was  the  man  the  heft  acquainted  with  the 
colony.  He  lpoke  the  negro  language  as 
well  as  the  negroes  themfelves,  lived  in  their 
manner,  and  always  found  means  to  lay  hold 
of  the  bed:  bargains.  This  man,  who  could 
neither  write  nor  read,  had,  bv  a  long  refi- 
dence  in  the  country,  obtained  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  trade;  but  though  he  could 
rival  the  company,  he  found  himfelf  unable 
to  hand  the  competition  of  M.  Vigneux  ; 
who,  ignorant  as  he  was  of  the  country,  had 
neverthelefs  a  great  advantage  in  the  better 
affortment  of  his  articles,  and  the  friendly  ad¬ 
vice  of  the  natives,  who  deteft  whatever  bears 
the  name  of  company. 

The  principle  perlons  among  them,  as  well 
negroes  as  mulattos,  engaged  in  commerce  on 
their  own  account,  were  Ÿhcvenot,  aman,  who 
in  the  early  part  of  his  life  had  fpent  a  great 
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deal  of  money  at  Paris,  and  had  aflumed  the 
title  of  an  African  prince  ;  Saint-Jean ,  his  bro¬ 
ther-in-lav/,  who  was  Ion  of  an  Englishman, 
formerly  a  governor  of  Senegal,  and  who  had 
been  at  London  ;  Le  Juge  of  the  fame  family, 
who  had  travelled  into  India  and  through  all 
Europe;  Dubois,  a  negro,  the  moft  artful  of 
the  fet,  and  who  undertook  nothing  for  the 
company,  but  on  condition  of  having  a  consi¬ 
derable  ffiare  for  himfelf  ;  and  Several  others, 
who  trafficked  Sometimes  op  their  own  bot¬ 
toms,  and  at  other  times  for  thofe  who  had 
recourfe  to  their  agency.  There  were  alfo 
two  Moors  of  the  family  of  the  Sherifs  who 
followed  trade  ;  but  all,  whether  whites  or 
blacks,  Chriflians  or  Mahometans,  were 
equally  Strangers  to  probity,  which  indeed  is 
entirely  banifhed  from  that  Species  of  com¬ 
merce.  The  moft  facred  engagements  are 
only  words  of  courle,  and  who  Shall  trick 
moft.  Seems  to  be  the  objedt  of  general  emu¬ 
lation.  When  a  bargain  is  made,  it  muft  be 
inftantly  fulfilled,  or  otherwife  conlidered  as 
null.  Such  were  the  charadters  of  thofe  with 
whom  I  Was  on  the  point  of  being  con¬ 
cerne!. 
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Notwithflanding  the  barrenness  of  the  fpot, 
Senegal  contains  more  than  fix  thoufand  ne- 
groes,  including  the  captives  of  the  papacies, 
or  negroes  born  of  the  black  inhabitants  of 
the  country.  They  are  never  put  up  to  fale, 
unlefs  convi£ted  oflome  crime.  Their  huts, 
conflrufled  in  the  form  of  bee-hives,  and 
fupported  upon  four  flakes,  furround  the  ha¬ 
bitations  of  the  negro  inhabitants.  The  en¬ 
tire  height  of  thofe  huts  may  rife  to  about 
twelye  feet,  the  width  in  every  direction  is 
commonly  from  ten  to  twelve.  The  beds 
are  compofed  of  hurdles  laid  upon  crofs-bars, 
fupported  by  forked  flakes  at  the  height  of 
about  a  foot  from  the  ground.  Here  the 
flaves  fleep  promilcuouflv,  men,  women, 
girls,  and  boys.  A  fire  is  made  in  the  middle 
of  the  hut,  which  is  filled  with  fmoke,  fuffi- 
cient  to  Hide  any  man  but  a  negro. 

The  men  are  tall,  and  the  women  are  ac¬ 
counted  the  handfomeft  negreffes  of  all  Africa. 
The  Senegalians  may  be  confidered  as  the 
molt  courageous  people  of  that  part  of  the 
world,  without  even  excepting  the  Moors. 
Their  courage,  however,  is  more  nearly  al¬ 
lied  to  temerity,  than  to  bravery.  In  the  courfe 
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of  the  voyage  to  Galam,  they  meet  the  great* 
eft  dangers  with  gaiety  and  fong  ;  they  dread 
neither  mulket  nor  cannon,  and  are  equally 
fearlefs  of  the  cayman  or  crocodile.  Should 
one  of  their  companions  be  killed,  and  de¬ 
voured  by  thefe  animals  before  their  face, 
they  are  not  deterred  from  plunging  into  the 
water,  if  the  working  of  the  (hip  require  it. 
Thefeexcellent  qualifications  which  diftinguifti 
them,  and  on  which  they  value  themfelves 
fo  much,  do  not,  however,  preferve  them 
from  the  common  contagion  of  the  country, 
which  inclines  them  all  to  rapine.  They  are 
emulous  to  furpafs  one  another  in  all  the  arts 
of  over-reaching  and  fraud.  The  conduct  of 
the  Europeans,  has,  no  doubt,  encouraged 
thefe  vices  as  much  as  the  leffons  of  the  ma¬ 
rabous  who  inculcate  the  duty  of  plundering 
the  Chriffians  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power. 

The  Yolof  negroes  of  Senegal  are  either 
Chriftians  or  Mahomerans,  or  rather  one  and 
the  other,  or  with  more  truth  neither  ;  re¬ 
ligion  being  a  matter  of  indifference  to  them. 
Thofe  on  the  continent  are  of  the  fame  way 
of  thinking,  and  their  religious  pra&ices  are 
kept  up  only  for  the  fake  of  form.  A  bar  of 
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iron,  a  few  beads,  will  make  them  change 
their  opinion  at  will.  By  inch  means  are 
they  adted  upon  ;  a  fufficient  proof  of  their 
want  of  all  religious  principle.  The  mara¬ 
bous,  or  priefts,  and  the  men  of  their  law, 
are  no  better  than  the  reft.  I  have  examined 
the  character  of  feveral  of  this  order  of  men, 
and  even  among  the  nation  of  the  Poules, 
who  are  confidered  as  great  fanatics,  I  dilco- 
vered  that  they  were  only  publicly  attached 
to  their  opinions.”  “  This  white  man,”  fay 
they,  “  does  fo  ;  he  is  better  informed  than  I, 
and  why  fhould  not  I  imitate  his  example.” 
This  way  of  reafoning  is  common  to  all  that 
trail  of  country. 

The  colony  of  Senegal  is  furrounded  with 
iilands,  which,  on  account  of  the  proximity 
of  the  fea,  are  all  more  unhealthy  than  that 
on  which  the  town  is  built.  They  are  full  of 
ftanding  pools,  that,  when  dried  up  by  the 
fun,  exhale  a  putrid  vapour  that  carries  mor¬ 
tality  with  it,  and  difolates  thefe  i Hands.  It  is 
doubtlefs  the  lame  caule  that  takes  oft'  fo  many 
of  the  French  at  Senegal,  during  the  danger¬ 
ous  leafon  of  the  year.  This  àlfo  may  be  in  part 
occaf.oned  by  the  bad  quality  of  the  water, 
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which  flows  from  the  ponds  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  colony,  and  though  incorporated 
with  that  of  the  river,  comes  down  little  agi- 
tated  by  the  current,  and  is  eafily  diftinguilhed 
by  a  vapidnefs  of  tafle.  This  particular  is, 
in  my  opinion,  effcntially  worthy  of  notice, 
and  if  properly  attended  to  by  our  medical 
men,  might  become  the  means  of  preferving 
many  lives. 

Not  one  of  the  French  at  Senegal,  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  feveral  houfes  of  commerce,  being 
inclined  to  make  the  voyage  to  Galam,  (a 
place  of  confiderable  trade)  becaufe  none  of 
them  had  ever  been  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
I  refolved  to  undertake  it  myfelf.  I  law  how 
much  fuperior  the  other  houfes  were  in  point 
of  funds  and  refources,  I  lought  therefore  to 
obtain,  fome  how,  an  advantageous  founda¬ 
tion  for  mine.  This  point  could  be  gained 
only  by  acquiring  an  accurate  knowledge 
of  the  country.  I  hoped  by  that  means, 
that  though  unable  to  Hand  a  competition 
in  the  colony,  I  fliould  at  lead  in  the  trade 
on  the  river,  have  a  decided  advantage  over 
every  other  houle.  I  determined  then  to 
fet  off  for  Galam.  The  concurring  reports  of 
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the  inhabitants  as  well  as  of  the  Europeans, 
who  had  made  this  voyage,  left  me  no 
room  to  doubt  the  reality  of  the  dangers  to 
which  I  was  going  to  expol'e  myfelf  ;  but  I 
was  refolved  to  purfue  fortune,  however 
rough  the  road.  I  had  lived  among  the 
Moors,  and  had  braved  naked  all  the  burning 
influence  of  the  clime  ;  I  had  lupported,  during 
the  period  of  my  flavery,  the  moll;  deplorable 
ftate  of  mifery  and  want;  1  knew  and  con¬ 
fided  in  the  ftrength  of  my  conftitution  ;  and  I 
fet  down  to  the  account  of  exaggeration,  a 
good  deal  of  what  I  was  told  of  the  u  n  whole  - 
lome  atmofphere  of  that  diftrict  :  the  ne¬ 
groes,  laid  I  to  myfelf,  prepare  with  the 
great  eft  joy  for  this  voyage,  why  therefore 
ihould  1  bediimayed  ? 

The  time  which  we  were  obliged  to  wait 
for  the  arrival  of  the  Furet,  we  employed  in 
collecting  fait  for  ourfelves,  and  for  the  King’s 
fhip  which  was  bound  up  the  river.  This 
traffic  of  fait  is  carried  on  at  the  bar  of  Sene¬ 
gal,  the  articles  of  exchange  are  fwords,  gun¬ 
powder,  balls,  flints,  and  glafs  ware.  The 
fait  colt  me  this  year  three  livres  per  calk, 
and  was  fold  at  Senegal  at  the  rate  of  five 
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livres,  to  thofe  who  had  not  the  opportunity 
or  the  will  to  trade  for  themfelves. 

The  26th  of  July,  the  fleet  got  underway, 
and  failed  up  the  river.  It  confifted  oftwenty- 
feven  veffels,  freighted  by  the  inhabitants, 
together  with  a  veffel  of  50  tons,  called  the 
Moor ,  belonging  to  Paul  Benis  ;  the  great 
bark  of  M.  Vigneux,  luperintendant  of  the 
houfe  of  Aubry,  of  Nantz,  burthen  180  tons, 
and  a  King’s  fhip  called  the  Bienfaifant ,  Cap¬ 
tain  Thevenot,  an  inhabitant  of  Senegal,  car¬ 
rying  the  cuftoms,  or  dues  for  the  feveral 
princes  of  the  country. 

The  company,  ever  flow  in  their  opera¬ 
tions,  had  not  yet  any  veffels  ready,  when 
the  f  uret  brig  appeared  in  view.  The  fame 
day  that  fhe  came  before  the  fort  fhe  enter¬ 
ed  the  river.  We  proceeded  immediately  to 
unload  her.  She  was  then  repaired  and  load¬ 
ed  for  the  flave  trade.  I  embarked  on 
board  the  veffel,  and  failed  from  Fort  Louis, 
Augufl:  the  16th,  1785,  about  eight  o’clock 
in  the  morning. 

This  fhip  of  70  tons  burthen,  but  light  and 
an  excellent  failor,  had  a  crew  compofed  of  24 
laptots ,  four  gourmets ,  a  linguift,  a  carpenter, 

a  mate, 


COAST  OF  AFRICA. 


187 


a  mate,  fix  pileufes ,  and  a  dozen  of  repaffes. 
By  laptot ,  is  underflood  a  negro  failor  ;  the 
gourmets  are  the  officers,  or  rather  fteerfmen, 
for  the  negroes  acknowledge  but  one  com¬ 
mander,  who  is  their  Captain.  The  linguift 
is  in  fa£t  the  boatfwain,  who  underftands  and 
commands  ‘the  working  of  the  fhip  in  the 
French  language.  The  pileufes  are  women 
who  cook  for  the  crew,  and  waffi  their  linen 
during  the  voyage.  In  fine  th zrepaffes  are  negro 
children  who  receive  no  pay,  and  who  ferve 
aboard  fhip  much  in  the  fame  manner  with 
our  cabbin-boys  ;  the  children  of  the  negro 
inhabitants  of  Tapadc  make  the  fame  voyage 
on  the  fame  conditions,  by  thefe  means  they 
are  inured  to  fatigue,  and  acquire  a  knowledge 
of  the  navigation  of  the  river. 

We  had  fcarcely  left  Senegal  when  the 
whole  crew  began  to  pray.  Every  perlon, 
with  melancholy  vifage  and  tears  in  his  eves, 
turned  his  looks  to  that  barren  fpot  of  land 
which  gave  hirp  birth,  and  where  he  aban- 
doned  his  wife  and  his  children.  They  bade 
their  relatives  a  woeful  farewell,  as  if  they 
had  loft  all  hope  of  feeing  them  again.  Thefe 
fad  ceremonies,  and  the  lamentations  of  the 
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negroes,  made  me  form  a  difagreeable  idea  of 
-the  dangers  of  the  voyage.  But  fcarcely  had 
we  loft  light  of  the  colony,  when  every  vif- 
age  brightened  up,  and  the  laptots  began  to 
fing. 

The  Count  de  Repintigny,  Governor  of  Se¬ 
negal,  had  engaged  me  to  collect  together  all 
the  {haggling  vefiels,  in  order  to  efcort  them 
to  the  rendezvous  of  the  convoy.  In  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  fame  day  I  met  with  a  velfel  be¬ 
longing  to  one  Soliman,  who  had  left  the  co¬ 
lony  three  days  before  me.  He  had  only  three 
laptots  aboard,  and  I  did  not  think  myfelf 
obliged  to  delay  my  voyage,  on  account  of  a 
perfon  fo  imprudent  as  not  to  fupply  himfelf 
«vith  a  number  of  hands  fufficient  to  work 
his  (hip.  My  negroes,  however,  who  knew 
the  orders  which  I  had  received  from  the  go¬ 
vernor,  endeavoured  to  perfuade  me  to  give 
him  fome  affiftance  ;  I  ordered  him  to  return 
to  Senegal,  which  was  only  eight  leagues 
diftant  ;  he  thought  proper  to  comply  with 
my  defire. 

We  handed  our  fails  about  eight  o’clock  in 
the  evening  ;  being  then  at  the  great  Merigots , 
which  extend  to  Portandic.  The  fhip  was 
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afterwards  baptized  according  to  the  cuftom 
of  the  negroes,  and  all  thole  who  had  not  be- 
fore  palled  that  place  were  obliged  to  iubmit 
to  the  fame  ceremony.  At  the  lame  time 
they  made  me  fire  a  falute  with  my  fmall  train 
of  artillery,  confiding  of  fix  fwivels,  with 
fix  French  and  forne  Englilh  wall  pieces.  In 
order  to  perform  this  ceremony  with  due 
pomp,  the  linguild,  accompanied  by  Iwo  gour¬ 
mets,  calf  anchor  and  alfembled  the  crew. 
He  caufed  all  the  artillery  to  be  charged, 
filled  a  vafe  with  water  from  the  river,  and 
threw  it  at  three  lèverai  times  upon  different 
parts  of  the  fhip.  At  each  operation,  in  order 
to  render  the  ceremony  as  auguld  as  pofiible, 
a  falute  was  fired  ;  and  after  the  baptilinal 
rites  were  performed  upon  the  velfel,  the 
lame  linguild  proceeded  to  baptize  thole  who 
had  not  yet  made  the  voyage  :  thefe  are  com¬ 
monly  the  whites  and  therepalfes.  Hefprink- 
led  water  of  the  river  on  my  chin  and  fore¬ 
head  ;  a  ceremony  which  was  announced  bv  a 
general  difcharge  of  the  artillery.  In  fhort,  to 
clofe  this  feflivitv  with  becoming  cheer,  I 
gave  the  crew  a  prefect  of  good  liquor.  Our 
Hoop  joined  us,  and  the  evening  was  fpent  in 
merriment  and  joy. 

We 
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We  fcarcely  got  down  to  the  cabin  in  order 
to  take  a  little  reft,  when  the  laptots  of  the 
watch  gave  us  notice,  that  they  heard  a  noife 
of  oars  on  the  river.  We  inftantly  were  on 
the  look  out,  and  foon  faw  that  it  was  a  canoe 
rowed  by  negroes,  who  ufed  every  effort  to 
come  up  with  us.  As  foon  as  they  got  on 
board,  they  informed  us  that  the  boat  la  Ma- 
leime ,  belonging  to  Scipio,  the  mafter  of  my 
veflel,  had  run  aground,  and  funk  ten  leagues 
beyond  Podor;  that  Admet  Modtar,  King  of 
the  Traffarts,  a  Moorifh  tribe,  claimed  half 
the  goods  faved  from  the  wreck,  giving  no 
better  reafon,  than  that  fuch  was  the  will  of 
God,  fince  he  had  buffered  the  veftel  to  be 
wrecked  on  the  caft.  I  immediately  wrote 
to  the  Count  de  Repentigny,  Governor  of  Se¬ 
negal,  requefting  he  would  give  me  his  in- 
ftrudtions  how  to  adton  the  occafton.  I  gave 
the  negroes  fomething  to  eat,  and  inftantly 
ordered  them  away  for  the  colony.  I  was 
delirous  to  wait  at  Podor  for  the  Governor’s 
anfwer,  before  I  llrould  come  to  any  decifive 
agreement  with  Admet  Modtar.  On  this  ac¬ 
count  I  declined  proceeding,  but  anchored 
oppofttethe  village  of  Reims.  The  marabou. 
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or  head  of  the  village,  prevailing  on  us  to 
come  afhore.  We  took  the  diverlion  of  the 
chace  ;  we  met  with  excellent  fport,  for  the 
country  was  full  of  game,  and  every  fhot  took 
place.  At  about  five  in  the  morning,  the 
wind  frefhening  confiderably,  the  veffel  drove 
at  her  anchors,  and  dranded  on  the  Moorifh 
coad.  Accidents  like  thefe daily  happen,  but 
are  not  attended  with  danger.  The  river  is 
full  of  fand  banks,  and  it  is  only  off  Doumons , 
that  there  is  caufe  for  real  apprehenlions. 
Thefe  fmall  trading;  veffels  are  hauled  afhore 
every  night  ;  and  when  it  is  neceffary  to  pro¬ 
ceed,  the  negroes  foon  fet  them  afloat  by 
plunging  into  the  water  and  pufhing  them  off 
It  often  happens,  that  in  this  operation  fomc 
are  drowned,  but  this  is  the  only  method  they 
know,  and  they  conlider  it  as  the  readied: 
and  lead  laborious.  On  that  day  we  lod  an 
anchor,  and  notwithdanding  all  the  pains  we 
took  we  could  never  lay  hold  of  it  with  the 
drag. 

We  proceeded  on  our  way,  and  law  on  an 
extenlive  plain  a  Moorifh  camp,  confiding  of 
eighty  or  an  hundred  tents  ;  they  were  délir¬ 
ons  to  difpofe  of  fome  cattle  and  captives, 
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but  we  had  no  time  to  treat  with  them.  The 
19th  we  faw  the  village  of  Berne,  fituated  on 
the  Moorifh  coaft,  near  the  defart  of  Zaara, 
’which  extends  to  this  part  of  the  river.  Thus, 
after  having  formerly  travelled  during  my 
flavery  through  the  interior  of  that  vaft  de- 
lart,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  its  ex¬ 
treme  bounds.  Two  {lately  palm  trees 
mark  .its  limits  on  this  fide  ;  as  on  the  other 
bordering  on  Bilidulgerid,  the  boundaries  are 
afcertained  by  two  high  pillars,  which  I  ob- 
ierved  in  the  plain  before  I  entered  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  the  Monfelemines. 

On  leaving  the  defart,  on  the  oppoiite  fhore 
we  faw  the  village  of  Brae,  belonging  to  the 
Kins:  of  the  Walon  negroes.  The  nrefent 
Prince  had  been  minifter  to  the  former  King, 
whom  he  caufed  to  be  affaffinated  by  the 
Moors  of  Hali'cory,  King  of  the  Bracnars.  It 
was  under  the  ipecious  pretence  of  public 
good  that  he  feized  upon  the  throne.  But 
his  treachery  coft  him  his  life  ;  for  having 
feme  difputes  with  Halicory,  the  latter  caufed 
him  to  be  {Iranyled  a  few  months  after  my 
departure.  This  prince  was  not  at  his  vil¬ 
lage  when  we  paffed  by  it;  but  his  favourites 

and 
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and  women  came  down  to  the  fhip  ;  I  pre- 
fented  them  with  a  few  bottles  of  brandy, 
and  by  that  means  got  rid  of  them. 

We  arrived  at  Podor  on  the  night  of  the 
20th,  and  found  the  Sherif’sboat  there,  which 
put  off  the  moment  we  were  perceived.  At 
eight  o’clock  1  went  on  fhore  to  the  fort, 
where  Admet  Mo&ar,  King  of  the  Traffarts, 
was  already  waiting  for  me.  This  prince, 
contrary  to  all  law,  departing  from  his  ori¬ 
ginal  demand,  infilled  on  getting  poffeffioiv 
of  all  the  merchandize  which  Scipio’s  laptots 
had  faved  from  the  wreck;  he  no  longer 
talked  of  participation,  but  afferted  that  the 
whole  belonged  to  him,  and  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  fhipwreck  the  very  laptots 
became  his  captives  ;  he  wanted  even  to  com¬ 
pel  me  to  pay  their  ranfom  :  in  vain  did  we 
tell  him  that  if  the  King  of  France  paid  him 
an  annual  cuftom,  it  was  with  the  foie  view 
to  promote  the  liberty  of  commerce  along 
the  river  ;  he  would  liffen  to  nothing  ;  but, 
inflexible  in  his  refolution,  threatened  to 
attack  me,  whether  1  returned  down  the 
river  to  Senegal,  or  continued  my  voyage  to 
Galarn.  He  knew  1  had  but  lately  arrived  at 
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the  colony,  and  was  far  from  thinking  that 
his  fpeech  and  menaces  made  no  impreffion 
on  me.  He  wifhed  to  intimidate  me  ;  and 
hoped  by  thefe  means  to  become  mafter  of 
the  merchandize  which  the  commandant  at 
Podor  had  been  weak  enough  to  deliver  to 
him  ;  but  having  been  a  (lave  among  the 
Moors,  I  had  learnt  by  my  misfortunes  to 
know  them  perfedtly.  Before  I  left  the 
velfel  in  order  to  go  to  the  fort,  I  had  put 
her  in  a  ftate  of  defence.  The  fwivels,  wall 
pieces,  and  fmall  arms,  were  all  ready  for 
an  engagement.  I  had  ordered  my  mate  to 
allure  as  many  Moors  on  board  as  he  could, 
to  difarm  them,  and  to  put  them  down  into 
the  hold.  My  precautions  were  not  ufelefs, 
for  perceiving  that  1  would  not  yield,  Admet 
Mo£tar  directed  one  of  his  officers  to  order 
his  brother  to  make  feizure  of  my  veflel. 
His  orders  did  not  efcape  my  knowledge, 
though  he  imagined  I  was  totally  ignorant  of 
his  language.  1  inftantly  withdrew  from  the 
aflembly,  on  pretext  of  an  occafion  to  retire  ; 
and  having  lent  for  a  faithful  negro,  I  dis¬ 
patched  him  on  board  with  orders  to  the 
mate,  to  put  all  the  Moors,  that  were  already 
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in  his  power,  in  irons,  to  inveigle  as  many- 
more  as  poffible,  particularly  the  king’s 
brother,  and  to  fetter  and  put  him  with  the 
reff  in  the  hold.  Scipio,  inured  to  warlike 
exploits,  perfectly  underftanding  and  fpeak- 
ing  Arabic,  had  comprehended  the  orders  of 
Admet  Modtar.  He  reproached  him  on  the 
occalion,  had  even  recourfe  to  menaces,  and 
left  the  affembly  in  a  precipitate  manner  to 
go  on  board  the  veil'd.  On  his  arrival  he 
was  aftonifhed  to  find  the  brother  of  that 
prince  difarmed,  and  in  irons.  Obferving  that 
the  crew  were  out  of  all  danger  of  being  fur- 
prifed,  he  returned  to  the  fort.  During 
this  interval,  as  I  was  at  breakfaft  with  M. 
Duchozel,  commandant  of  Podor,  I  com¬ 
municated  to  him  the  intentions  of  Admet 
Modtar,  and  the  orders  I  had  given  to  coun¬ 
teract  them.  Scarcely  had  he  heard  to  what 
excefs  this  favage  had  carried  his  audacity, 
than  he  put  his  detachment  under  arms,  re¬ 
paired  to  the  prince,  and  informed  him,  that 
affairs  of  commerce  not  coming  within  his 
cognizance,  he  recommended  him  to  make 
up  matters  with  me,  but  that  he  Ihould 
never  luffer  a  veffel  of  his  nation  to  be  attacked 

under 
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under  the  cannon  of  the  fort  he  commanded. 
This  entirely  difconcerted  Admet  Modlar. 
Having  lpoken  in  Arabic,  he  did  not  imagine 
he  had  been  underftood,  for  he  knew  not 
that  Scipio  fpoke  that  language  as  well  as 
himfelf.  He  was  likewife  unacquainted  with 
the  precautions  I  had  taken,  and  was  alarmed 
to  find  himfelf  in  the  power  of  a  French 
detachment  under  arms.  He  was  {fill  more 
intimidated,  when  one  of  his  attendants  came 
and  told  him  that  all  the  negroes  of  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Podor,  on  the  information  of  the 
crew,  had  ran  to  arms  ;  that  they  had  feized 
thofe  of  his  foldiers  ;  and  that  unable  either 
to  adl  on  the  ofFenfive  or  defenfive,  the  latter 
were  open  to  the  fire  of  the  fort,  the  village, 
and  my  veffel  ;  that  all  the  negroes  had  let 
up  the  fhout  of  war,  and  only  waited  my 
orders  to  put  all  his  fubjedts  to  death.  Thus 
circumftanced,  and  {landing  at  a  few  paces 
from  him,  and  having  my  piflcls  charged  and 
cocked,  I  had  nothing  to  apprehend  but  the 
ftroke  of  a  dagger  ;  but  1  had  determined 
that  the  firft  ftep  he  might  make  towards  me 
fhould  be  his  lafh  As  I  was  furrounded  by 
the  braveft  of  my  men,  I  upbraided  him  in 
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the  Arabic  language  with  his  perfidious  dé¬ 
fions.  He  was  confounded  on  hearing;  me 
fpeak  his  own  tongue;  and  yielding  to  necef- 
fity,  he  told  me  that  having  alwavs  been  the 
friend  to  the  French,  he  had  no  intention 
whatever  to  feize  upon  my  veffel,  but  only 
to  claim  that  to  which  he  had  a  right  by  the 
laws  of  his  country  ;  that  rather  than  come 
to  hoftilities  with  a  nation  that  he  loved,  and 
to  which  he  owed  his  elevation  and  autho¬ 
rity,  he  was  going  to  retire  up  the  country. 
He  hoped  by  this  fubterfuge  to  have  procraf- 
tinated  the  matter  ;  but  upon  the  requifition 
I  made,  that  in  proof  of  his  fincerity,  he 
fhould  make  reflitution  of  the  effedts  he  had 
feized,  he  plainly  perceived  that  he  could 
thuffle  with  me  no  longer,  and  told  me,  that 
having-  cut  and  diftributed  the  merchandize 

O 

among  his  attendants,  it  was  no  longer  poffi- 
ble  to  reftore  it,  but  that  he  willingly  under¬ 
took  to  return  Scipio  the  value  of  whatever 
he  had  feized,  out  of  the  account  of  the 
cuftoms  to  which  he  was  entitled. 

The  mere  promife  of  fuch  a  man  did  not 
fatisfy  me.  I  required  an  engagement  figned 
by  himfelf  and  his  minifters.  He  would  not 
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con  Cent  to  this  ;  his  word,  he  faid,  ought  to 
be  fufficient.  Four  hours  had  been  wafted 
in  this  difpute,  when  it  was  reported  to  him 
that  his  brother,  who  had  gone  on  board  my 
vefTel,  was  no  longer  to  be  feen  upon  deck. 
This  intelligence  made  him  uneafy  ;  and  foon 
difcovering  that  the  prince  was  detained,  he 
no  longer  made  any  objections  ;  but  fub- 
lcribed  to  my  conditions,  liberated  Scipio’s 
laptots,  and  contented  to  re-imburfe  me  in 
every  expence.  This  engagement  was  figned 
by  himfelf,  his  two  principal  minifters,  and 
his  brother,  who  in  confequence  of  this  writ¬ 
ing  was  liberated,  and  conducted  by  my 
negroes  to  the  fort,  as  loon  as  they  had  re- 
ifored  to  me  the  two  Senegalians,  who  had 
been  feized  by  order  of  Admet  Modtar,  on 
his  arrival  at  Podor. 

I  then  invited  the  prince  on  board,  but  ap¬ 
prehending,  that  I  fhould  treat  him  as  1  had 
already  done  his  brother,  he  would  never 
truft  himfelf  in  my  power.  Ke  quefhoned 
the  laptots,  and  learnt  from  them,  that  I  had 
been  a  Have  in  the  Defart  and  at  Morocco, 
the  preceeding  year.  The  following  day  we 
met  in  a  friendly  maijner  ;  he  alked  me  many 
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queftions  concerning  the  force  of  the  Mon- 
gearts,  and  Monfelemines  ;  and  particularly 
the  charadter  and  the  forces  of  Mouley  Ab- 
dramene,  the  fon  of  the  Emperor  of  Mo¬ 
rocco,  who  was  was,  he  knew,  at  the  head 
of  a  ftrong  party  in  the  Delart.  He  was 
fenfible,  if  this  prince  made  his  appearance 
upon  his  domains,  that  all  the  Moors  would 
inftantly  recognize  him  as  their  fovereign  ; 
and  was  defirous  of  getting  information  re- 
fpedting  his  intentions.  His  brother  Sydy 
Hali  made  me  a  vilit,  I  had  him  difarmed 
immediately,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
Moors  ;  and  making  him  obferve  the  force  of 
my  fwivels  and  wall-pieces,  I  afked  him  if  a 
French  man,  whole  velfel  was  thus  armed, 
with  Scipio  for  a  captain,  had  any  reafon  to 
fear  the  menaces  of  his  brother.  I  then  re¬ 
galed  him  with  large  quantities  of  fugar  and 
water,  and  lent  him  away  on  the  approach 
of  the  evening. 

The  next  day,  when  we  were  on  the  point 
of  getting  under  way,  we  faw  Scipio’s  boat, 
that  was  juft  returned  with  the  governor’s 
orders  from  Senegal.  1  again  landed,  and 
went  to  Admet  Moctar,  who  ligned  a  fécond 
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engagement  conformable  to  the  firft,  which 
was  to  dedudt  out  of  his  cuftoms  the  value 
of  the  merchandize  he  had  taken.  He  made 
me  a  prefent  of  two  oxen,  ten  fheep,  and  fome 
oftrich’s  feathers,  and  prefled  me  very  much 
to  vifit  him  on  my  return  from  Galam.  I 
promifed  to  fee  him  again  ;  and  we  parted 
highly  fatisfied  with  each  other. 

On  the  24th,  at  about  ten  leagues  from 
Podor,  we  perceived  the  maft  of  the  Maleime, 
that  was  loft  on  the  12th,  by  running  agamft 
the  trunk  of  a  tree.  Scipio  requefted  my 
leave  to  endeavour  to  fave  fomething  from 
the  wreck  of  his  veffel  ;  and  having  obtained 
it,  he  direfted  his  courfe  that  way  ;  the  crew 
were  employed  the  whole  day  in  weighing 
her.  They  hauled  her  nearer  fhore,  but 
on  the  coming  on  of  the  evening,  perceiving 
the  impoftibility  of  getting  her  afloat,  they 
were  fatisfied  with  taking  out  the  mainmaft, 
the  bow  fprit,  the  rudder,  and  the  anchor. 

The  next  day  we  loft  a  captot  of  the  name 
of  Bacary,  belonging  to  Ifabella  Nagot,  with 
whom  I  had  lodged.  This  man,  who  was 
an  excellent  diver,  having  on  fome  occafion 
plunged  into  the  water,  difappeared,  and 
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never  more  was  feen.  He  was  doubtlefs  car¬ 
ried  oft  by  one  of  the  alligators  or  crocodiles, 
of  which  the  river  is  full.  As  we  were  under 
the  neceflity  of  towing  the  veffel,  an  opera¬ 
tion  very  fatiguing  to  the  crew,  I  was  deiir- 
ous  of  amufing  my  people,  and  of  diverting 
their  attention  from  the  misfortune  that  had 
happened  to  their  companion  ;  for  this  pur- 
pofe  I  regaled  my  captots  with  copious 
draughts  of  liquor.  We  anchored  in  the 
evening  off  the  village  of  Donguelle,  where 
I  purchafcd  three  elephant’s  teeth  for  a  fmall 
quantity  of  gun-powder.  At  a  league  higher 
up,  we  cleared  the  rock  of  Gdioul-de- 
Diabbé ,  or  the  Devil’s  Mouth,  the  moft 
dangerous  pafs  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
river.  On  the  way  back  from  Galam  this 
place  may  well  be  called  the  Devil’s  Mouth, 
for  the  inhabitants  fire  in  front,  and  on  both 
Tides  upon  the  veflels,  in  the  very  moment 
when  the  crews  are  employed  :n  furmount¬ 
ing  the  almoit  invincible  difficulties  of  the 
paflage. 

Engaged  intirely  in  commercial  concerns, 
on  which  my  all  depended,  and  not  being 
in  circumflances  that  allowed  me  to  dedicate 
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any  of  my  time  to  the  purpofe  of  making  ob- 
fervations,  I  paid  but  little  attention  to  the  na¬ 
tural  hiftory,  the  fîtes,  and  the  productions  of 
thefe  countries.  In  the  whole  extent  of  coun¬ 
try  which  belongs  to  the  Poules,  and  which 
bepîns  two  leagues  below  Podor,  nothing  is 
feen  but  thick  forefts  that  cover  the  banks  of 
the  river,  and  render  the  lituation  extremely 
unwholefome.  Never  is  the  air  refrefhed  by 
a  cooling  breeze.  The  infufferable  heat  of 
the  climate  is  rendered  ftill  more  fuffocating 
by  the  peftiferous  fmell  that  exhales  from  trees 
in  bloffom  ;  an  exhalation  that  moft  fenfibly 
affeCts  the  noftrils,  and  is  often  attended  with 
death.  This  country  abounds  with  wild 
beafts  of  every  kind  ;  it  may,  indeed,  be 
called  the  immenfe  monfter  magazine  of  Af¬ 
rica.  The  ferpents  are  of  a  prodigious  fize, 
but  they  do  not  meafure  from  forty-five  to 
fifty  feet,  as  fome  authors  have  reported.  1 
offered  the  value  of  a  flave  for  the  lkin  of  one 
of  thefe  creatures,  which  was  about  twenty- 
eight  feet  long,  and  my  offer  was  rejected. 
If  they  were  commonly  fifty  feet  in  length, 
according  to  M.  Adanfon’s  account,  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  my  negroes  would  have  prevented  me 
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from  bidding  fuch  a  price  for  a  (kin  of  fo 
inferior  a  fize.  But  when  a  traveller  has 
once  pafied  the  tropic  he  thinks  himfelf  en¬ 
titled  to  exaggerate,  and  confiders  himfelf 
within  the  limits  of  ’veracity  when  he  mag¬ 
nifies  only  one  half. 

Crocodiles  are  more  frequent  here  than  in 
any  other  part  of  the  river  ;  no  doubt  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  neigbouring  forefts  which  afford 
them  a  retreat  from  the  hunter.  They  are 
rarely  feen  at  Senegal,  and  only  when  the 
river  is  not  impregnated  with  fait  water. 
Hence  it  is,  that  during  almoft  the  whole 
year  they  are  not  found  lower  than  forty  leagues 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  river  is  al¬ 
ways  dangerous,  for  the  (harks,  which  never  go 
into  frefh  water,  ending  where  the  crocodiles 
begin,  any  one  who  ventures  to  bathe,  ex- 
gofes  himfelf  to  imminent  danger  at  all 
times,  and  in  every  part  of  the  dream. 

The  hippopotamus,  orfea-horfe,  is  likewife 
very  common  in  the  kingdom  of  the  Poules. 
This  animal  is  amphibious  like  the  crocodile, 
living  indifferently  on  land  or  in  water;  he 
is  generally  half  as  large  again  as  our  full- 
grown  ox  ;  yet  fometimes  very  fmall  ones 
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are  found  among  them.  But  when  the  ani¬ 
mal  has  attained  to  his  full  growth  he  is  of 
enormous  fize.  From  his  head,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  is  not  proportioned  to  his  body,  an  idea 
may  be  formed  of  his  whole  bulk.  There  are 
feveral  Ikeletons  of  the  head  of  the  hippopo¬ 
tamus  preferved  at  Senegal,  which,  without 
the  teeth,  weigh  from  one  hundred  and  fifty 
to  two  hundred  pounds:  teeth  of  this  animal 
I  have  feen  weigh  fcven  pounds.  The  hip¬ 
popotamus  in  this  climate  is  an  inoffenfive 
creature,  and  is  eafdy  taken  and  deflroyed. 
He  never  makes  any  attack,  nor  does  he 
even  (land  upon  his  defence  but  when  he 
feels  himfelf  wounded.  As  he  is  very  heavy 
it  is  eafy  for  the  hunter  to  efcape  from  his 
fury,  when  he  fees  him  coming.*  His  flefh 
is  good,  and  when  cut  up  in  dices  and  dried 
in  the  fun,  will  keep  a  long  time.  The  fat 
when  melted  becomes  an  oil,  of  which  excel¬ 
lent  foap  is  made  ;  the  negroes  employ  it  for 
this  purpofe  ;  and  this  foap,  except  that  its 


*  The  hippopotamus  of  the  fouth  of  Africa  is  appa¬ 
rently  not  of  the  fame  fpecies  ;  for  Meflrs.  Vaillant,  Spear¬ 
man,  and  Patterfon,  mention  him  as  a  dangerous  animal, 
and  difficult  to  be  deflroyed. 
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fmell  is  not  agreeable,  is  better  than  the  bell 
manufadtured  at  Marfeilles.  There  are  alfo 
in  this  diftridt  a  great  number  of  elephants  ; 

I  have  never,  however,  feen  any  of  them, 
although  I  frequently  went  afhore  to  kill 
game,  and  could  obferve  their  traces  on  every 
fide. 

The  aigrettes  are  found  in  great  numbers  all 
along  the  banks  of  the  river  Niger;  but 
thofe  which  have  the  belt  plumes  are  peculiar 
to  a  fmall  ifland,  about  feven  leagues  from 
Podor,  which  in  the  months  of  Auguft  and 
September  is  covered  with  them.  I  have 
killed  many  of  them  in  this  place,  and  their 
plumes  were  twenty-two  inches  in  length, 
while  thofe  which  I  could  procure  in  the 
river,  were  only  fifteen  or  fixteen. 

On  the  28th,  the  wind  not  permitting  us 
to  fet  fail,  I  fet  out  for  the  chace.  I  found 
in  the  woods  a  tree  which  bears  a  fruit  re- 
fembling  our  peach.  I  was  going  to  taffe  it, 
but  the  negroes  having  allured  me  that  it 
contained  a  deadly  poifon,  my  curiofity  was 
fatisfed.  The  ftone  of  this  fruit  is  very  like 
that  of  an  apricot,  but  much  larger. 

On  the  next  day,  the  29th,  about  eleven 
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o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  heard  feveral  can¬ 
not  fhot.  The  laptots  thought  that  it  was 
the  Almamy  of  the  Poules  who  had  arrived 
at  Saldee  to  receive  his  dues.  On  the  30th 
we  faw  M.  Pontret’s  veflel  comino;  down  the 
river  ;  we  hailed  him,  and  he  told  us  that 
he  would  much  rather  lofe  his  voyage  to  Ga- 
lam,  ( and  he  was  certainly  in  the  right)  than 
fubmit  to  the  enormous  duties  which  the 
Poules  had  eftablilhed  in  1783.  He  was  a 
Frenchman,  and  on  that  account  his  veftel, 
though  very  fmall,  would  have  been  forced  to 
pay  the  fame  duties  that  are  exacted  from  the 
largeft  {hips.  Thofe  duties  would  have  con- 
fumed  one  half  of  his  cargo  ;  he  would  have 
loft  his  time,  and  been  obliged  to  undergo  the 
fatigues  of  the  voyage  and  of  the  flave  trade 
at 1 T’amboucanee  ;  inftead  of  which,  by  taking  in 
a  cargo  of  millet  at  Saldee,  he  could  no  doubt 
indemnify  himfelf  at  the  colony  for  lofing 
the  profits  he  would  have  made  by  a  voyage 
to  Galam. 

At  noon,  011  the  31ft,  we  arrived  at  Saldee  ; 
this  village  is  fituated  a  league  up  the  country, 
but  being  the  place  where  the  Poules  receive 
their  cuftoms,  fhips  are  obliged  to  anchor  op- 
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pofite.  Although  thefe  duties  are  regulated 
by  the  Governor  of  Senegal  and  the  envoys 
of  the  Almamy,  before  the  departure  of  the 
convoy  for  Galam,  difficulties,  however,  fre¬ 
quently  arife  at  the  time  of  payment  ;  the 
I’ampfir  chofen  for  this  purpofe,  and  the  mi- 
nitter  of  the  Almamv,  are  alwavs  ttarting  the 
mod:  frivolous  objeftions.  They  infill;  on  re¬ 
ceiving  all  the  duties  on  the  fame  day  ;  and  do 
not  allow  any  veffel  to  continue  the  voyage 
to  Galam,  until  the  whole  convoy  from  Se¬ 
negal  be  arrived.  As  the  air  of  this  fpot  is 
verv  unwholefome,  it  is  here  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  French  traders,  who  imprudently 
undertake  the  voyage,  fall  lick  ;  and  very  few 
of  them  recover. 

Immediately  on  our  arrival,  St.  Jean,  Mat¬ 
ter  of  the  Maure,  a  fmall  veffiel  belonging  to 
Paul  Benis,  came  on  board,  and  acquainted 
me  with  the  death  of  M.  Bertrand,  an  officer 
of  the  African  battalion,  who  commanded  the 
convoy.  The  cannon  we  had  heard  was  fired 
at  his  interment,  and  not  on  account  of  the 
Almamy ,  who  did  not  come  this  year  to  re¬ 
ceive  his  cuftoms.  This  matter  gave  me  a 
tarif  of  the  ulual  dues.  Never  having  made 
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the  voyage  before,  I  did  not  find  the  demands 
too  high,  although  they  were  double  what  had 
been  paid  the  preceding  years.  The  cap¬ 
tains  of  the  convoy  affembled  on  board  my 
veffel,  with  the  agents  of  the  Almamy  ;  and, 
after  mutual  concédions,  the  cuftoms  we  fet¬ 
tled  and  paid  in  a  few  days  after,  the  greater 
part  being  depolited  on  board  my  veffel. 

The  traders  fubmit  to  pay  the  cuftoms,  in 
order  to  have  the  freedom  of  trafficking!;  during: 
the  voyage,  of  going  on  fhore  at  pleafure,  and 
of  enjoying  the  fame  privileges  as  the  natives. 
Thefe  cuftoms  are  become  very  confiderable, 
through  the  culpable  conduct  of  the  lucceffive 
governors  of  Senegal  ;  who,  more  attached  to 
their  private  interefts,  than  to  that  of  the 
French  nation,  have  every  year,  in  the  King’s 
name,  made  additional  prefents  to  the  favages. 
They  receive  negroes  in  return,  who  are  con- 
fidered  as  part  of  the  royal  property  ;  but  if 
the  general  opinion  may  be  credited,  the 
whole  finds  its  way  into  the  governor’s 
pocket.  The  negroes  of  the  inland  parts, 
who  are  extremely  avaricious,  and  who  know 
not  how  toeffimate  things  at  their  true  value, 
infill  on  receiving  from  European  bottoms, 
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cuftoms  proportioned  to  thofe  which  have 
been  introduced  by  the  avarice  of  the  gover¬ 
nors.  In  the  year  1785,  the  cuftoms  paid  at 
Saldi.ee  amounted  to  five  livres  in  fpecie  a  bar, 
which  makes  3125  livres  for  each  veflel  car¬ 
rying  625  bars. 

Thcfe  cuftoms  increafe  in  proportion  as 
the  merchandife  in  the  river  is  enhanced  in 
value.  A  barrel  of  gun-powder,  for  inftance, 
of  two  pounds  weight,  is  confidered  an  equi¬ 
valent  for  four  bars,  an  hundred  flints  for  two 
bars,  &c.  The  general  amount  of  the  cuf¬ 
toms  on  bars  got  up  to  839  inftead  of  625. 
The  value  of  each  negro  being  eftimated,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  convention  of  Galam,  for  this 
year  at  70  bars,  the  amount  of  twelve  cap¬ 
tives  was  given  for  the  payment  of  the  cuf¬ 
toms.  it  even  amounted  to  more,  for  the 
greater  number  of  bars  paid  at  Saldee  con  lifted 
of  full  bars,  whereas  in  the  payment  of  the 
captives,  fortv  full  bars  onlv  are  given  for 
each  negro,  as  will  be  more  fully  explained, 
when  I  come  to  fpeak  on  the  fubjecl  of  com¬ 
merce.  The  large  -vefTels  belonging  to  the 
negro  inhabitants  pay  only  one  half  of  thefa 
cuftoms,  and  the  fmail  ones  a  quarter.  The 
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Sherif’s  veffel  alone  was  exempted  from  the 
tax.  As  thefe  people  retain  fome  traces  of 
the  Mahometan  religion  in  their  own,  it  is 
confidered  as  a  piece  of  injuflice  to  require 
payment  from  a  man  who  is  allowed  to  be  of 
the  family  of  the  great  Prophet,  they  were 
therefore  fatisfied  with  his  benediction.  I 
wanted  to  try  if  they  would  be  fatisfied  with 
mine,  but  they  gave  the  preference  to  my 
guinea-blues  and  mulkets  ;  which  made  us 
laugh,  efpecially  the  Sherif,  for  all  the  profit 
was  on  his  fide. 

The  Poules,  or  Foulques,  are  one  of  the 
principal  nations  that  inhabit  the  banks  of  the 
Niger.  They  poffefs  an  extent  of  more  than 
fixty  leagues  along  that  river.  Their  terri¬ 
tory  begins  below  Podor,  at  a  place  called  he 
Coq ,  fituated  two  leagues  from  the  fort,  and 
terminates  at  Matame,  a  village  of  great 
ftrength,  inhabited  partly  by  the  Poules,  and 
partly  by  the  Saltiguets.  A  people  few  in 
number,  and  generally  confounded  with  the 
Poules.  The  latter  nation  are  not  fo  black 
as  the  other  negroes,  but  of  a  copper  colour, 
much  inclining  to  red.  It  is  remarkable, 
however,  that  their  children  who  are  fent  to 
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Senegal,  and  refide  there  for  fome  years,  be¬ 
come  much  blacker.  The  females  are  very 
handlome,  and  the  whites  of  Senegal  gene- 
rally  take  care  to  procure  lome  of  them.  But 
they  are  of  a  bad  dilpolition,  and  utterly  inca¬ 
pable  of  attachment.  When  a  man  has  a 
miftrefs  of  this  nation,  he  muft  watch  her 
conduct  very  narrowly,  and  even  chaftife  her, 
that  Ihe  may  not  be  guilty  of  infidelity  to  him 
whom  fhe  honours  with  her  favours.  The 
dread  of  the  baftinado  will,  in  fuch  cafe,  effect 
what  attention  and  complaifance  can  never 
bring  about. 

Although  the  Poules  inhabit  one  of  the 
fmeft  fpots  in  Africa,  they  are  neverthelefs  a 
wretched  people  ;  they  are  bale,  cruel,  thiev- 
ifh,  and  fanatic  in  the  extreme.  They  are 
commanded  by  a  chief  of  their  religion,  which 
is  a  contemptible  mixture  of  Mahometanifm 
and  idolatry.  This  chief  is  called  the  Alma- 
my  ;  he  is  always  chofen  from  among  the 
Tamplirs,  who  are  twelve  in  number.  The 
Tampfirs  are  the  interpreters  of  the  law,  and 
are  the  moft  learned,  or  rather  the  moft  fana¬ 
tical  among  them.  The  Almamy  has  the 
power  of  life  and  death  over  his  fubje&s  ; 
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yet  he  may  be  depofed  by  an  aftembly  of 
Tampfirs  ;  it  is  therefore  his  intereft  to  keep 
on  good  terms  with  them.  The  payment  of 
cuftoms  is  made  to  the  Almamy,  and  is  after¬ 
wards  difbributed  among  the  Tampfirs  ;  and 
although  a  part  belongs  to  the  former,  he 
neverthelefs  requires  a  ieparate  prefent  for 
himfelf. 

On  the  I  ft  of  September,  I  dined  on  board 
the  Maure,  commanded  by  Captain  St.  Jean. 
I  faw  no  whites  on  board,  all  thofe  of  the 
convoy  being  lick.  The  next  day  in  the 
evening,  a  violent  fquall  driving  me  for  fhel- 
ter  to  the  ward-room,  I  ftumbled  over  the 
chefts,  and  my  head  ftriking  againft  a  table, 
I  was  feized  the  following  day  with  a  fever. 
The  inflammation  increaling,  1  was  let  blood, 
and  foon  became  delirious  ;  nor  did  I  recover 
my  reafon  till  my  arrival  at  Galam  on  the 
4th  of  Ofiober.  I  found,  from  the  journal  of 
the  voyage,  that  the  cuftoms  paid  to  the  other 
Princes  on  the  river  were  very  inconliderable. 
'They  amounted  to  no  more  than  120  bars 
Senegal  currency,  including  two  pieces  of 
gyinea-blues  and  a  double  barrelled  gun  that 
had  been  given  to  Sirman,  King  of  Galam. 
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I  went  on  fhore  to  his  houfe.  It  is  built 
of  clay,  thatched  with  reeds  in  fume  parts, 
terraced  in  others,  and  upon  the  whole  com- 
modioufly  conftrufted.  Here  I  was  treated 
with  fuch  attention,  that  I  quickly  began  to 
recover  my  health.  I  took  an  airing  every 
day  on  the  banks  of  the  river  :  two  negroes 
carried  me  ;  and  when  the  heat  became  too 
troublefome,  I  returned  to  my  abode,  and  w  as 
put  under  a  kind  of  (lied,  which  fheltered  me 
from  the  rays  of  the  lun. 

The  Captains  of  the  convoy  and  the  Mara¬ 
bous  of  the  country  repaired  to  Sirman,  King 
of  Galam,  in  order  to  fettle  the  price  offlaves. 
It  was  fixed  at  70  bars,  part  of  which  conffted 
of  4  pieces  of  guinea-blues.  The  price  being 
agreed  upon,  we  lailed  immediately  to  Tam- 
boucanee,  a  principal  mart  for  the  traffic  of  ne¬ 
groes  and  ivory.  This  village  is  lituated  fif¬ 
teen  leagues  from  Galam.  The  lords  of  the 
neighbouring  villages,  exafperated  againfl  the 
Senegalians,  for  making  Galam  the  place  of 
their  general  rendezvous,  united  their  forces 
to  make  an  attack  upon  the  convoy,  which 
was  detained  at  Saldee  on  account  of  the 
ffiajlownefs  of  the  river.  The  King's  ffiip, 
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and  that  belong-ino-  to  M.  Vigneux  had  not 
yet  reached  Galam.  The  one  had  flopped  at 
Baquelle,  and  the  other  at  Cotterat.  The 
Furet  alone,  which  drew  but  fix  feet  water, 
was  fufficiently  well  armed  to  command  re- 
fpe£L  She  immediately  hoifted  fail  and 
advanced  to  the  affiftance  of  the  convoy.  The 
courage  of  Scipio,  my  Captain,  was  well  known 
among  the  negro  Princes,  they  were  afraid 
of  contending  with  him,  his  prefence  put  an 
end  to  the  fadtion,  and  impofed  peace  upon 
the  negroes. 

Having  fallen  ill  at  Saldee,  the  firft  place 
.we  touched  at  fince  our  departure  from  fort 
St.  Louis  at  Senegal,  I  could  not  examine  the 
different  merchandize,  which,  on  account  of 
the  advanced  ftate  of  the  feafon,  had  been 
haftily  put  on  board  at  the  colony.  I  now 
examined  it  in  order  to  difpofe  of  that  of  infe¬ 
rior  quality  in  the  firft  place  ;  and  I  found  to 
my  great  lurprife  that  all  the  guinea-blues 
Were  of  a  bad  quality  and  damaged.  They 
had  certainly  been  dyed  over  again  in  France. 
The  owners,  for  the  fake  of  a  greater  profit, 
had  purchafed  them  at  a  very  low  price.  Ill 
acquainted  with  their  bufinefs,  and  blinded 
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with  avarice,  they  were  the  occafion  of  my 
lofing  my  market,  as  none  of  the  guinea- 
blues  would  pafs  in  payment  for  (laves.  This 
difappointment  obliged  me  to  change  my 
plan  ;  I  ordered  my  Captain  to  trade  for  what¬ 
ever  fell  in  his  way  with  the  other  articles  of 
the  cargo,  and  I  put  by  the  guinea-blues  that 
were  the  leaf!  damaged,  in  order  to  make  a 
purchafe  of  fome  negroes.  My  plan  was 
to  gain  by  gold  and  ivory  fufficiently  to 
make  up  for  the  lofs  occalioned  by  the  bad 
quality  of  the  guinea-blues.  I  had  at  moft, 
j  20  pieces  that  could  be  confidered  as  fale- 
able.  Scipio  took  them,  and  fet  fail  in  a  boat 
with  a  proper  affortment  of  goods,  to  Tam- 
boucanee.  I  kept  the  damaged  blues  with  a 
view  of  difpofmg  of  them  in  exchange  for 
whatever  might  be  offered  to  me. 

The  rainy  lea  foil  was  over  :  the  delay  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  payment  of  cuftoms  at  Saldee 
had  proved  very  prejudicial  to  us.  I  was 
under  the  necef  ity  of  embarking  the  2<jth  of 
October  to  go  down  to  Senegal.  I  had  made 
but  little  progrefs  in  the  Have  trade  ;  I  had, 
however,  procured  lix  negroes  with  my  da¬ 
maged  guinea-blues,  all  of  which  I  (hould 
have  got  rid  of,  had  I  been  able  to  protrabl 
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rny  departure  ;  but  being  unwilling  to  rifk  my 
fhip,  1  left  Scipio  with  thç  long  boat  to  trade 
in  the  cuftomary  manner  at  Tamboucanee, 
The  King  of  Galam,  who  had  (hewn  me 
every  kind  of  attention,  accompanied  me  on 
board.  As  I  had  been  a  (lave  in  Morocco,  he 
looked  on  me  with  admiration.  The  refpeT 
in  which  all  thefe  people  hold  the  Emperor 
extended  even  to  my  perfon  :  this  petty  mo¬ 
narch  had  given  ud  his  chamber  and  a  good 
bed  to  me,  while  the  whites  employed  in  the 
convoy  on  the  King’s  account,  were  only 
lodged  under  fheds.  M.  Molinard,  who  was 
one  of  them,  was  an  engineer,  and  was  fent 
out  to  take  a  plan  of  the  river  and  to  explore 
the  gold  mines.  He  fell  ill  at  Saldee,  and 
died  on  his  return  from  Galam  to  Senegal. 

Sirman,  King  of  Galam  is  very  fond  of  wine, 
and  I  regaled  him  with  that  liquor  every  day 
during  my  refidence  in  his  houfe.  1  took 
care,  however,  not  to  give  him  any  but  at 
night  ;  and  in  order  to  obtain  it,  I  laid  him 
under  the  neceffity  of  returning  the  bottles, 
on  which  account  he  ordered  his  people  to 
take  the  greatefi  care  of  them.  Having  at- 
tended  me  on  board,  he  was  obliged  to  be 
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carried  back  to  his  village,  for  he  had  drank 
to  excefs,  to  prove  how  much  he  regretted 
my  departure.  This  Prince  had  purchafed  of 
me  thirteen  beads  of  coral,  half  a  firing  of 
amber,  twenty-eight  filver  bells,  and  three 
pair  of  bracelets  for  his  women.  He  was  to 
have  paid  me  in  gold  or  ivory,  but  having 
neither  of  thofe  articles,  he  gave  me  a  fine 
negro,  although  the  things  I  had  fold  him 
amounted  to  no  more  than  fixty-three  bars. 
In  acknowledgment  of  his  liberality,  I  made 
him  a  prefen t  of  a  fabre,  with  a  pidol  in  the 
hilt,  of  a  little  wool  for  his  wives,  and  to  his 
favourite,  who  alone  had  borne  him  fions,  I 
prelented  fome  rows  of  glafs  beads,  and  about 
four  ounces  of  fcarlet  wool.  She  had  taken 
the  created  care  of  me  during  mv  illnefs,  and 
to  her  I  was  principally  indebted  for  my  re¬ 
covery.  My  magnificent  prefent  to  her 
might  amount  in  all  to  about  thirty-fix  fous. 

This  favourite  pretends  to  be  a  Chriftian. 
She  had  formerly  been  midrefs  to  one  Labrue, 
an  agent  for  the  factory  of  Senegal.  As  it 
was  the  King  himfelf  that  communicated 
this  anecdote  to  me,  I  apprehend  it  will  afford 
a  fufficient  edimate  of  the  delicacy  of  the 
Princes  of  this  country. 
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Galam  is  a  fmall  village,  known  only  as  the 
place  of  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Senegal, 
for  the  purpoie  of  fettling  their  mercantile 
concerns,  and  on  account  of  a  wretched  fort 
built  by  the  French  in  the  time  of  the  former 
African  company.  The  father  of  the  reign¬ 
ing  King  was  born  a  freeman  among  the 
Saracolets,  and  had  been  a  laptot  at  Senegal. 
Confidered  by  the  negroes  as  a  man  of  bra¬ 
very,  and  fpeaking  good  French,  he  was 
placed  in  the  fort  by  the  company  in  quality 
of  broker.  The  grand  Fouquet  of  Tuago, 
chieftain  of  the  country,  gave  him  the  abl'o- 
lute  property  of  the  village  of  Galam,  on  con¬ 
dition  of  his  charging  himfelf  with  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  the  cuftoms  paid  by  European  veffels. 
His  fon,  the  prelent  King  of  Galam,  was 
brought  up  at  Senegal,  and  fpeaks  French  and 
Englilh  fluently.  When  the  company  aban¬ 
doned  the  fort,  he  took  polTelîiôn  of  the  can¬ 
non,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  party  in  the 
country,  became  formidable  to  his  fovereign, 
and  laftly,  entirely  independent.  He  has  fe- 
veral  villages  fubjefl  to  his  authority.  The 
laptots  of  Senegal  are  received  by  him  in  the 
moft  cordial  mariner,  and  every  voyage  he  de¬ 
tains 
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tains  fome  of  them  by  his  kindnefs,  particu¬ 
larly  thofe  belonging  to  the  Saracolet  nation  , 
for  in  order  to  have  one  of  thefe  he  will  give 
feveral  (laves  in  exchange. 

The  tribes,  which  in  this  part  of  Africa 
occupy  the  lands  (ituated  between  the  rivers 
of  Senegal  and  Gambia,  are  all  of  the  Sara- 
colct  nation.  From  Galam,  fituated  on  the 
banks  of  the  Niger,  to  the  river  Gambia, 
is  a  journey  of  a  day  and  a  half.  The  Sara- 
colets  acknowledge  as  fovereign  the  grand 
Fouquet  of  Tuago.  They  are  a  laborious 
people,  cultivate  their  lands  with  care,  are 
plentifully  fupplied  with  all  the  neceffa- 
ries  of  life,  and  inhabit  handfome  and  well 
built  villages  ;  their  houfes,  of  a  circular  form, 
are  for  the  moft  part  terraced  ;  the  others 
are  covered  with  reeds  as  at  Senegal  ;  they 
are  inclofcd  with  a  mud  walla  foot  thick,  and 
the  villages  are  furrounded  with  one  of  (lone 
and  earth  of  double  that  folidity.  There  are 
feveral  gates,  which  are  guarded  at  night  for 
fear  of  a  furprize.  This  nation  is  remark¬ 
ably  brave,  and  it  is  very  uncommon  to  find 
a  Saracolet  (lave.  They  always  defend  them- 
felves  with  advantage  againft  their  aflailants. 
Such  Saracolets  as  are  expo  fed  to  fale,  may 
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be  fafely  purchafed,  for  (excepting  when 
they  are  at  war  with  the  Poules)  none  are 
to  be  met  with  but  fuch  as  have  been  con¬ 
demned  by  the  laws  for  fome  mifdemeanour  ; 
in  fuch  cafe,  thefe  wretches  could  not  efcape 
flavery  even  by  taking  refuge  in  their  own 
country  ;  for  they  would  be  reftored  to  their 
matters,  or  would  be  put  to  death,  if  the  con¬ 
voy  ftiould  have  failed.  The  religious  princi¬ 
ples  of  this  people  is  nearly  allied  to  Mahome- 
tanifm,  and  ftill  more  to  natural  religion. 
They  acknowledge  one  God  ;  and  believe 
that  thofe  who  tteal,  or  are  guilty  of  any 
crime,  are  eternally  punifhed.  They  admit 
a  plurality  of  wives,  and  believe  their  fouls  to 
be  immortal  like  their  own.  They  think 
lightly  of  adultery  ;  for  as  they  allow  them- 
felves  feveral  wives,  they  are  not  fo  unjuft 
as  to  punifh  women  who  diftribute  their  fa¬ 
vours  among  feveral  gallants  ;  a  mutual  ex¬ 
change  is  then  permitted,  one  woman  may 
be  bartered  for  another,  unlefs  fhe  be  free,  or 
a  native  of  the  country.  In  this  laft  cafe, 
the  French  cuftom  prevails  ;  it  is  winked 
at,  although  the  laws  are  particularly  fevere 
aeainft  the  violation  of  the  moft  facred  of  all 
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property.  This  nation  lies  near  that  of  the 
Poules.  Its  extent  up  the  couiYtry  is  un¬ 
known  ;  all  that  we  know  is,  that  it  is 
governed  by  four  powerful  princes,  all  bear¬ 
ing  the  name  of  Fouquet.  The  leaf:  conf- 
derable,  according  to  the  tefimony  of  the 
Saracolets,  is  that  of  Tuago,  who  can  af- 
femble  thirty  thoufand  horfe,  and  whole  fub- 
jeits  occupy  a  territory  two  hundred  leagues 
in  extent,  as  well  on  the  Niger,  as  on  the 
trail  that  reaches  beyond  the  Felou,  a  rock, 
which  according  to  the  fame  report,  forms 
catarails,  from  whence  proceed  the  Niger 
and  the  river  Gambia,  equally  confiderable. 
The  latter  is  the  more  navigable,  carries 
down  a  lei's  quantity  of  land,  and  forms 
few'er  flats.  Its  mouth  is  about  fixty  leagues 
from  Senegal  by  land,  and  feventy-five  by 
doubling  Cape  Vcrd. 

On  the  24th  of  Oclober  at  night,  Scipio, 
who  obferved  the  water  lowering  at  Tam- 
boucanee,  d ii patched  a  negro  to  me,  defir¬ 
ing  me  to  quit  Galam.  I  embarked  on  the 
next  morning  at  eight  o’clock,  but  my  lap- 
tots  had  not  as  yet  fold  their  fait.  The  mate 
and  the  boatfwain  infilled  on  faying  in  fpite 

of 


222 


VOYAGES  TO  THE 


of  me;  but  oil  the  26th,  feeing  that  all  the 
laptots  adhered  to  me,  and  that  if  they  per- 
lifted  they  would  be  put  into  irons,  they 
weighed  anchor  and  fet  fail.  The  water  on 
the  night  of  the  25th  lowered  a  foot  more, 
which  occafioned  our  ffranding  a  league  be¬ 
low  Galam.  In  this  critical  moment,  I  flood 
in  need  of  all  my  authority  to  hinder  the  lap- 
tots  from  killing  the  mate  and  boatfwain,  who 
had  refufed  to  let  fail,  as  foon  as  I  embarked. 
They  threw  over  board  their  fait  to  lighten 
the  veffel  ;  but  all  their  efforts  proved  ineffec¬ 
tual.  I  difpatched  a  Saracolet  to  acquaint 
Scipio  with  my  fituation,  and  he  immediately 
fet  off  to  my  affiftance.  As  the  horfes  in 
this  country  are  excellent,  and  as  he  changed 
them  at  every  village,  he  travelled  with  the 
greateft  fpeed,  and  arrived  the  following  day 
at  four  in  the  afternoon,  to  my  great  aftonifh- 
ment  ;  for  he  had  performed  in  that  time  a 
journey  of  lixteen  leagues.  The  meffenger 
whom  I  had  difpatched,  returned  alfo  with 
Scipio,  having  executed  his  commiflion  with 
great  diligence.  We  laboured  for  the  fpace 
of  twenty-four  hours  with  unremitting  per- 
leverance,  to  difengage  ourfelves  from  this 
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diltreffing  fituation,  to  no  purpofe  ;  acircum- 
ftance  that  would  have  difcouraged  the  ne¬ 
groes,  except  for  the  affiftance  of  the  whites, 
and  the  confcioufnefs  that  they  were  com¬ 
manded  by  one  of  the  molt  experienced 
captains  of  the  colony.  As  foon  as  he  ar¬ 
rived,  he  made  the  laptots  ceafe  their  labour, 
gave  them  two  hours  for  reft  and  refreffi- 
ment,  and  likewife  repofed  and  refreffied 
himfelf.  He  was  perfectly  acquainted  with 
the  river  ;  and  having  examined  the  paffes, 
law  there  was  do  danger  to  be  apprehended, 
directed  all  the  operations,  and  in  lefs  than 
half  an  hour,  fucceeded  in  getting  her  into 
deep  water.  He  ftaid  on  board  twenty-four 
hours,  to  fleer  us  clear  of  the  more  danger¬ 
ous  ffioals,  which  we  palled  without  once 
linking,  and  without  any  fatigue  to  the 
crew.  He  then  left  us,  atter  having  traced 
the  courfe  we  had  to  make,  and  pointed  out 
to  the  mate  and  boatiwain  the  dangerous 
parts  of  the  river.  He  was  determined  on 
keeping  up  his  reputation  ;  and  notwithhand- 
ing  the  bad  quality  of  our  merchandize,  he 
hoped  flill  to  traffic  with  advantage,  at  Tam- 
boucanee. 
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About  ten  leagues  from  Galam,  we  came 
in  fight  of  the  Furet,  that  could  not  make  her 
way  to  that  place,  for  want  of  water.  She 
lay  at  anchor  off  Cotterat,  where  there  is  a 
good  depth  of  water  all  the  year  round.  The 
agent  of  the  company,  whofe  name  was  Bar- 
dinal,  a  relation  of  the  director  of  Senegal, 
tranfported  all  his  merchandize  in  a  boat  to 
Galam,  with  an  intention  to  pafs  the  year 
there.  He  came  on  board  to  fee  me,  and  I 
had  fome  dealings  with  him.  J  told  him  the 
amber,  the  coral,  and  the  filver  bells  that 
remained  on  my  hands  ;  and  it  was  an  ad¬ 
vantageous  purchafe  to  him,  as  well  as  very 
convenient  to  me,  for  I  had  no  occafion  for 
thofe  articles  at  the  colony.  Thus,  after 
tranfafting  the  bufinefs,  we  mutually  con¬ 
gratulated  each  other  on  our  meeting.  I 
made  him  afterwards  acquainted  with  the 
value  of  the  merchandize  faleable  in  the 
negro  trade,  and  of  which  he  had  conceived 
very  imperfect  ideas  at  Senegal  ;  and  in  re¬ 
gard  to  which,  he  had  alfo  been  impofed 
upon  by  his  laptots  lince  his  departure  from 
that  place.  When  a  man  is  at  fuch  a  dif- 
tance  from  his  native  land,  and  without  anj^ 
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intercourfe  with  his  countrymen,  the  plea fu re 
he  feels  when  he  has  the  happinels  of  meet¬ 
ing  one  of  them,  even  were  he  an  enemy, 
cannot  be  eafily  cxprefied,  and  is  ftill  more 
difficult  to  define.  I  had  an  affe&ing  proof 
of  it  on  the  prefent  occaficn.  Engaged  as  I 
was  in  a  private  trade,  I  could  not  have  con¬ 
ceived  that  a  pcrfon  in  the  employ  of  the 
company  would  have  come  to  fee  me,  par¬ 
ticularly  as  the  houfe  with  which  I  was  con¬ 
nected  had  materially  thwarted  all  their  Ipe- 
culations.  On  the  30th  I  parted  from  this 
worthy  man  with  tears  in  my  eyes  ;  for  al¬ 
though  he  was  in  good  health,  and  I  infirm, 
yet  knowing  that  his  intention  was  to  pafs 
the  year  at  Galam,  I  was  perfuadedhe  would 
never  have  the  happinefs  of  revifiting  his  na¬ 
tive  country,  to  which  I  hoped  to  return; 
he  was  prepofiTefTed  with  the  fame  idea,  and 
we  were  both  in  the  right  ;  for  he  fell  ill,  in 
confequence  of  extreme  fatigue,  eight  days 
after  1  left  him,  and  died  in  a  few  hours. 

The  2d  of  November,  after  having  paffed 
the  village  of  Baquelle,  without  touching 
there,  we  entered  into  the  canal  of  the 
ifland  of  that  name.  The  boatfwain,  for 
want  of  experience,  being  unable  to  Item 
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the  current,  the  veffel  loft  her  head  way,  and 
foundered  upon  the  rocks,  at  nine  o’clock  in 
the  morning.  Peter  Mambao,  a  Senegal 
captain,  who  had  arrived  at  JBaquelle  with  a 
cargo  of  fait,  inftantly  fent  out  his  boat  to 
our  alii  fiance.  I  put  on  board  her  the  mold 
valuable  of  my  goods,  and  one  of  my  chefts  ; 
the  other  dilappeared  in  an  inftant,  nor  was 
I  ever  able  to  get  any  account  of  it.  It  was 
doubtlefs  ftolen  by  my  negroes.  At  ten 
o’clock,  finding  that  the  hold  of  the  veffel 
was  full  of  water,  and  that  the  bank  of  the 
river  was  covered  with  the  natives  of  the 
country,  who  plundered  whatever  was  put 
on  fhore,  I  traniportcd  the  goods  that  were 
left  on  board  the  wreck,  to  the  ifland,  which 
they  could  not  reach,  except  by  Iwimming, 
and  went  on  board  Mambao’s  veil'd,  that  lav 
at  about  half  a  league  dihant  from  mine. 

1  fhould  have  laved  tlie  whole  cargo,  had 
not  the  laptors  themfelves  fallen  to  pillage. 
In  this  iccne  of  dihrefs,  my  people  were  dé¬ 
lirons  of  indemnifying  themielves  for  the 
toils  of  the  voyage,  and  for  the  wages  of 
which  the  lofs  would  have  followed  that  of 
the  vellel.  They  plundered  as  fad:  as  they 
were  able,  but  it  proved  of  no  advantage  to 
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them.  Had  they  kept  to  their  pods,  the  Sa- 
racolets  would  not  have  come  near  us,  the 
goods  would  have  been  all  preferred,  and  the 
velfcl  relieved  by  the  Senegalians,  by  whofe 
aftiftance  fhe  would  have  been  fet  afloat  ;  but 
they  conllder'ed  her  as  irrecoverably  loft,  and 
carried  away  every  thing  which  they  could 
conceal  from  mv  obfervation. 

J 

Amadi  Tkioncoli,  Lord  of  Baquelle,  as 
great  a  knave  as  any  of  his  fubjefts,  was  de¬ 
termined  to  take  advantage  of  my  unfor¬ 
tunate  fituation.  He  came  to  me  on  board 
Mambao’s  fhip,  and  made  me  a  tender  of 
his  houfe,  and  a  good  warehoufe  to  ftore 
the  goods  I  had  faved.  All  the  Senegalians 
allured  me  I  might  rely  upon  his  word  ; 
to  which  I  was  indeed  compelled  by  necef- 
fity,  I  was  obliged  then  to  lu  fier  every 
thing  that  I  had  preferved  from  the  wreck 
to  be  carried  to  the  houfe  of  this  prince.  The 
next  day,  being  prefled  by  his  folicitations, 
and  perceiving  that  Mambao  was  unwilling; 
to  expofe  himfelf  any  longer  on  my  account, 
1  went  on  Ihore,  and  repaired  to  t lie  village 
of  Baquelle.  I  was  accommodated  with  a 
kind  of  a  tent,  that  while  it  fcreened  me  from 
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the  heat  of  the  fun,  admitted  the  frefh  air  ; 
and  on  the  fir  ft  day  I  was  treated  with  the 
moft  attentive  care. 

The  grand  Fouquet  of  Tuago,  being  in¬ 
formed  by  his  fon,  who  had  been  fome  days 
on  board  my  veffel,  of  my  misfortune,  came 
to  Baquelle  with  a  numerous  efcort  of  caval¬ 
ry  to  fhare  the  plunder.  My  laptots  then 
gave  up  every  thing  for  loft.  This  king 
pretended,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
Moors,  that  my  veffel,  the  freight,  the  crew, 
and  myfelf,  were  all  become  his  property. 
He  would  have  taken  immediate  pofleftion  of 
the  principal  articles,  had  not  the  Lord  of 
Baquelle,  dreading  the  return  of  Scipio,  in¬ 
ter  poled. 

I  had  taken  two  Moors  on  board  at  Galam, 
to  deliver  to  Admet  Modtar  ;  they  informed 
thefe  princes  that  I  was  a  (lave  to  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Morocco,  and  that  they  would  in¬ 
fallibly  draw  down  upon  them  the  refent- 
ment  of  the  Moors,  if  they  ventured  to  offer 
me  any  violence. 

This  intelligence  induced  the  grand  Foquet 
to  delift  ;  yet  a  clofe  watch  was  kept  over 
my  laptots  ;  they  were  not  allowed  to  pafs 
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the  fécond  court-yard,  and  they  confid.ered 
themfelves  all  as  prifoners.  As  to  myfelf,  I 
was  at  full  liberty,  but  I  could  fcarcely  walk, 
and  was  obliged  to  be  fupported  by  two 
negroes.  As  I  was  walking  out  about  ten 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  I  heard  a  great  noife, 
and  perceived  the  Lord  of  Baquelle,  who  was 
going  to  decide  a  difpute  that  had  arifen  be¬ 
tween  one  of  my  failors,  and  one  of  his 
guards.  I  approached  him,  and  having  feated 
myfelf  near  Amadi,  I  informed  myfelf  of 
the  caufe  of  the  difpute.  His  guard  had  rob¬ 
bed  me  of  a  remnant  of  fcarlet  cloth.  My 
laptot  had  perceived  the  theft,  and  taken  the 
fluff  from  him  ;  they  had  come  to  blows, 
and  the  guard  was  feverely  beaten  ;  he  was 
all  over  blood.  I  loon  decided  the  caufe,  by 
taking  the  cloth,  and  giving  it  to  the  man 
who  had  been  beaten.  1  then  took  the  lap¬ 
tot,  whofe  name  was  Sagot,  away  with  me, 
and  the  affembly  broke  up  and  retired,  with¬ 
out  faying  a  word.  The  Lord  of  Baquelle 
himfelf,  did  not  require  more,  and  he  came 
with  my  people  to  attend  me  to  my  tent. 

I  had  but  feventeen  laptots  remaining  of 
my  crew,  and  four  of  them  were  difabled  ; 
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for  when  the  veffel  was  wrecked,  and  the 
men  were  endeavouring  to  fave  the  powder, 
a  barrel  containing  four  pounds  blue  up  upon 
deck.  The  man  who  had  it  in  his  hands 
was  fo  defperately  wounded  that  he  died  the 
jiext  day,  and  the  bodies  of  the  three  others 
that  were  near  him,  were  fomiferably  {torch¬ 
ed  that  only  one  of  them  recovered.  My 
other  laptots  were  with  Scipio  to  carry  on 
the  flave-trade.  I  had  difpatched  a  courier 
to  him  ;  as  like  wile  to  M.  Vigneux’s  captain, 
and  the  commandant  of  the  King’s  {hip,  cal¬ 
led  the  Bienfaifant. 

Having  but  thirteen  laptots  that  were  able 
to  work,  I  could  not  make  any  attempt  to 
weigh  my  veffel  ;  befides  the  Saracolets,  who 
had  cut  the  rigging  and  taken  away  the  cord¬ 
age,  would  not  have  buffered  us  to  make  fuch 
an  attempt.  I  was  obliged  therefore  to  wait 
for  a  reinforcement  to  extricate  me  from  my 
embarraffment.  Six  or  feven  refolute  laptots 
arrived  in  Balca’s  long-boat.  That  negro 
being  well  acquainted  with  their  courage, 
had  fent  them,  with  orders  to  attempt  every 
thing  to  fave  me;  they  came  at  eleven  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  having  travelled  the  whole 
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night.  They  told  me  that  they  had  feen  my 
veffel  ;  that  the  Saracolets  having  entirely 
plundered  her  and  taken  away  all  her  rig¬ 
ging-,  there  was  now  no  remedy  for  mv  mis- 
fortune;  that  1  fhould  rather  look  to  my  per- 
fonal  fafety,  fince  I  was  flill  left  at  liberty; 
their  (loop,  they  defied  me  to  obferve,  was 
well  armed  ;  they  were  going,  they  laid,  to 
take  the  merchandize  which  1  had  left  on 
board  Mambao,  and  they  advifed  me  to  en¬ 
deavour  by  all  means  to  embark  with  them. 
I  followed  their  advice.  In  about  two  hours 
I  reached  Mambao’s  veffel.  The  guard,  who 
faw  me  going  out,  did  not  oppoie  my  paf- 
fage  ;  perhaps  becaufe  they  conlidered  me  as 
too  weak  to  attempt  an  efcape,  perhaps  alfo 
the  conlideration  and  relpeff  which  they  pay 
to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  might  deter  them 
from  offering  violence  to  a  man  who  had  be¬ 
longed  to  him.  Whatever  were  their  rea- 
fous,  1  reached  the  banks  of  the  river  without 
meeting  any  moleftation,  and  from  thence 
got  aboard  Mambao.  In  the  evening  I  em¬ 
barked  with  my  merchandize.  We  kept  on 
during  the  whole  night,  and  on  the  7th,  ahout 
nine  o’clock  in  the  morning,  reached  the 
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yeffel  which  was  under  the  command  of 
Bafca. 

If  any  other  reafon,  except  the  neceffity  of 
a  fhipwreck,  had  conducted  me  toBaquelle,  I 
fhould  have  confidered  with  pleafure  the  fight 
of  this  place.  The  fireets  of  the  village  are 
wide  and  ftraight,  the  huts  are  all  of  earth, 
furrounded  with  great  courts,  and  are  almoffc 
all  terraced.  The  gardens  are  beautiful  and 
well  fituated  ;  they  offer  to  the  view  along 
the  river,  the  moft  agreeable  of  profpefts. 
This  village  is  ffrong.  It  contains  about 
three  thoufand  inhabitants  ;  and  if  one  may 
give  the  name  of  town  to  the  habitations  of 
thefe  countries,  Baquelle  will  certainly  ffand  in 
the  foremofi:  rank.  It  is  the  beft  fortified  of 
all  that  are  fituated  along  the  banks  of  the 
Niger. 

I  had  fcarcely  taken  a  little  refi,  when 
I  was  informed  of  tne  arrival  of  Maffe,  a  mu¬ 
latto  of  Senegal,  who  was  one  of  my  gour¬ 
mets.  He  had  run  away  from  Baquelle  with 
my  boat,  carrying*  with  him  at  the  fame  time 
about  eight  hundred  pounds  of  ivory,  forty 
pieces  of  guinea- blues,  a  few  muikets,  and  a 
barrel,  containing  about  an  hundred  pounds 
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weight  of  gun-powder.  Three  refolute  lap- 
tots  (among  whom  was  Sagot1)  had  been  the 
companions  of  his  flight.  Two  of  thefe  lap- 
tots  were  Saracolets.  They  had  concealed  the 
cloth  in  their  knapfacks,  and  Maffe,  who  was 
a  dextrous  fellow,  had  obtained  from  the  Lord 
of  Baquelle  permifhon  to  follow  me,  by  infi- 
nuating  to  that  prince,  that  fince  I  was  no 
longer  in  his  power,  he  would  do  well  to  per¬ 
mit  him  to  join  me  ;  that  this  adlion  on  the 
part  of  the  prince  would  appeafe  my  refent- 
ment,  and  that  as  I  was  ignorant  of  the  ne¬ 
gro  language,  and  that  as  he  (MaiTe)  ferved 
me  as  interpreter,  the  prince  could  not  fall 
upon  a  better  means  to  make  me  forgive  and 
forget  the  pad.  Made  did  not  lofe  his  pains; 
and  fcarcely  had  he  obtained  this  permifhon, 
than  without  mentioning  to  any  perfon  his 
intended  departure,  he  repaired  to  my  boat, 
which  the  people  of  the  country  imagined 
belonged  to  Mamboa,  and  with  all  pofiible 
diligence  embarked  with  the  merchandize 
above  mentioned.  Scarcely  had  he  fet  fail, 
when  he  was  purfued  from  the  village  of 
Baquelle  by  a  body  of  men,  who  fired  upon 
him,  but  were  too  late  to  prevent  his  efcape. 
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He  reached  the  middle  of  the  river,  failed  on 
the  whole  night  without  encountering  any 
danger. 

Maffe,  on  his  arrival  on  board  the  vehel  of 
Bafca,  made  enquiry  after  the  King’s  fhip  ; 
and  having  learnt  that  it  was  at  no  great  dis¬ 
tance,  he  propofed  to  me  to  embark  aboard 
the  boat  in  order  to  overtake  her.  Recover¬ 
ing  flowly  from  the  cruel  malady  under  which 
1  laboured,  and  having  no  time  to  recruit  my 
force,  depreffed  by  the  conlequences  of  my 
Shipwreck,  and  worn  out  by  the  continual  dif- 
putes  at  Baquelle,  and  the  fatigues  cf  my 
flight  ;  living  only  on  the  fare  of  the  negroes, 
that  is  to  lay,  eating  whatever  came  to  hand, 
Sometimes  raw  millet  deeped  in  water,  at 
other  times  flefh  or  fifh  dried  in  the  fun  ;  poi- 
foned  by  the  foetid  atmofphere  aboard  Bafca’s 
lhip,  where  there  were  107  negroes  in  irons  ; 
expofed  during  the  day  to  a  burning  fun,  and 
in  the  night  forced,  in  order  to  avoid  the  dew, 
to  Shut  my  Self  up  in  the  ward-room,  where 
I  was  Stifled  with  bad  air,  and  the  excefiive 
heat  concentred  there,  I  did  not  hefitate  a 
moment  ;  and  lucky  was  it  for  me,  for  cer¬ 
tainly  I  lhould  never  have  Surmounted  lo 
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many  evils  unite],  if  I  had  refufed  to  follow 
his  advice. 

I  embarked  with  him  in  the  night,  having 
no  more  than  the  three  laptots  whom  I  have 
already  mentioned.  My  lwivels  were  in  order, 
mounted  upon  the  gun-wale  of  the  boat,  and 
charged,  in  cafe  of  an  attack.  My  people 
were  all  armed,  each  with  a  double  barrelled 
mufket,  and  I  proceeded,  confiding  entirely  in 
their  care.  We  were  thirty-ieven  hours  under 
fail.  I  arrived  on  the  14th,  at  feven  in  the 
morning,  and  went  on  board  the  Bienfaifant, 
commanded  by  Thevenot,  a  wealthy  inhabi¬ 
tant  of  Senegal. 

My  bodily  pains  were  embittered  by  the  af¬ 
fligions  of  my  mind.  My  veflcl  was  aban¬ 
doned  on  the  territory  of  the  Saracolets  ;  my 
merchandize  was  dilperled  up  and  down  the 
river  ;  part  of  it  lay  at  the  mercy  of  the  Sene- 
galian  negroes,  fhould  Scipio  leave  the  place 
he  was  at  in  order  to  come  to  Baquellc,  the 
other  part  was  expofed  at  the  houfe  of  the 
lord  of  that  village,  who  confkiered  it  as  his 
own  property.  I  had  been  forced  to  leave 
twelve  negroes  on  board  Mambao.  This 
man  might  poflibly  deceive  me,  and  get  them 
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feized  by  the  princes  of  the  country  for  a  per- 
fonal  reward.  I  knew  Mambao  to  be  an  art¬ 
ful  and  determined  robber  ;  I  had  detected  him 
in  purloining  and  carrying  on  board  many  of 
my  effects.  He  had  even  carried  off  my 
Moorifh  habit,  and  a  fheet  ;  and  I  had  every 
thing  to  apprehend  from  his  want  of  honefty. 
The  only  things  then,  that  I  could  confider 
in  fafety,  were  the  mufkets  and  the  guinea- 
blues  that  I  had  left  aboard  with  Bafca  ;  it  was 
all  I  could  hope  to  preferve  from  the  wreck 
of  my  veffel. 

Thevenot,  however,  endeavoured  by  his 
kind  attentions  to  mitigate  my  diftrefs.  His 
veffel,  fitted  out  folely  for  the  purpofeof  pay¬ 
ing  the  duties,  was  well  armed  and  commo- 
dious.  I  was  well  lodged,  had  a  good  table, 
and  being  no  longer  expofed  to  the  dew,  nor 
to  the  ardour  of  the  lun,  my  fever  vifibly 
abated.  This  fever  was  folely  the  confe- 
quence  of  a  weaknefs,  arifing  from  the  conti¬ 
nual  fatigue  I  had  fo  long  undergone.  After 
having  been  eight  days  on  board,  it  left  me 
entirely.  The  river  gradually  lowering,  and 
the  veffel  drawing  nine  feet  water,  Thevenot 
determined  to  ufe  the  greatefl  fpeed  to  return 
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and  avoid  the  fhoals,  which  are  frequent  in  the 
river.  Notwithflanding  his  inceffant  care, 
together  with  the  experience  of  the  boatfwain, 
who  was  then  on  his  forty-fifth  voyage,  and 
the  uninterrupted  labour  of  the  laptots,  we 
made  but  little  way.  In  one  place  it  was  a 
fand  bank  which  prevented  our  palfage,  in 
another  trunks  of  trees,  which  had  been  fwept 
away  by  the  currents,  impeded  our  progrefs  ; 
fometimes  one  obflacle,  fometimes  another. 
To  complete  our  misfortunes,  when  we  ar¬ 
rived  at  Saldee,  we  were  informed  that  a  party 
of  the  Poules  were  determined  to  flop  the 
convoy.  This  intelligence  induced  Thevenot 
to  depart  immediately,  without  flaying  to  take 
any  millet  on  board.  We  touched  the  ground 
at  the  paffage  of  the  grand  canal,  ten  leagues 
below  Saldee.  The  Poules  who  had  feen  us, 
came  to  wait  for  us  near  the  rock  of  Gdioul 
de  Diabbé  ;  they  hoped  to  lurprife  us  here  ; 
but  when  we  founded  the  two  channels  which 
run  through  this  rock,  every  one  fet  to  work, 
and  we  foon  diiengaged  ourfelves.  The  cap¬ 
tain  had  taken  care  to  put  the  cargo  and 
trunks  on  a  point  of  the  rock  which  rifes  in 
the  middle  of  the  river,  nor  could  the  Poules 
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get  at  it  to  plunder.  We  loft,  however,  the 
Email  quantity  of  millet,  which  according 
to  cuftom,  is  generally  left  on  the  Moorifh 
coaft,  to  lighten  thevelfel  when  near  this  dan¬ 
gerous  paflage.  The  Bienfaifant  was  the  firfh 
veftel  which  returned  ;  but  we  were  not  with¬ 
out  fears  for  the  reft  ;  we  difpatched  an  ex- 
prefs  by  land,  to  inform  the  remainder  of  the 
convoy  of  the  meafures  which  had  been  taken 
to  attack  andfurprize  them  :  but  this  meffen- 
ger,  who  was  one  of  the  tribe  of  the  Poules, 
was  better  pleafed  to  ftop  near  the  rock,  and 
fhare  in  the  plunder  of  the  convoy,  than  to 
warn  the  vefiels  of  the  danger.  Why  then, 
it  may  be  Paid ,  employ  a  meftenger  of  this 
nation  ?  The  reafon  was,  that  this  man  had 
his  family  fettled  in  the  colony,  was  defirous 
to  fix  himfelf  there,  and  that  any  other  ran 
the  rilk  of  being  flopped  in  the  country.  We 
received  no  news  from  our  companions,  nor 
did  we  fee  any  of  the  convoy,  which  made 
us  fear  that  the  whole  had  been  flopped.  We 
were  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  whole 
forces  of  the  Poules  were  not  capable  of  op- 
poling  the  Senegahans  united.  T  heir  ipint 
and  bravery  iufficiently  enfured  the  freedom 
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of  their  perfons  ;  but  the  veffels  could  not 
poffibly  have  efcaped  being  taken,  if  the  Poules 
had  taken  the  precaution  of  throwing  trunks 
of  trees  acrofs  the  paffages  near  the  rock  ;  in 
fuch  a  cafe,  every  thing  was  to  be  dreaded  ; 
befides  the  caDtains  of  the  veffels  having:  no 

1  O 

fufpicion,  and  relying  on  the  faith  of  treaties, 
were  not  returning  in  company.  Six  hun¬ 
dred  Senegalians  would  have  foon  fcoured  the 
river,  and  the  Poules,  though  in  thoufands, 
never  would  have  ventured  coming:  to  action 
with  fuch  a  body  of  colonifts.  The  cannon¬ 
ade  from  the  fhipping  mull  have  made  them  re¬ 
treat,  and  landing  upon  the  banks  of  the  river, 
the  Senegalian  negroes,  accuftomed  to  arms, 
would  have  foon  put  to  flight  fo  daftardly  a 
people. 

After  having  got  clear  of  many  fand  banks, 
we  flruck  again  on  that  of  Haliburum.  It 
then  became  neceffary  to  lighten  the  veffel, 
and  we  employed  half  the  day  in  that  bufl- 
nefs.  At  night  we  law  the  boat  of  the  Paul, 
Captain  St.  Jean.  He  had  been  attacked  at 
the  rock,  but  as  his  veffel  drew  but  little 
water,  and  his  crew  was  numerous,  he  paffed 
without  lofs.  He  informed  me  that  Scipio, 
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the  day  after  my  departure,  had  arrived  at 
Baquelle  ;  that  he  had  weighed  my  veffiel, 
faved  my  cargo,  and  would  foon  be  with  us. 
On  the  nth  of  December  he  arrived  at 
Doumons,  the  general  rendezvous  of  the  con¬ 
voy  on  their  return  from  Galam. 

Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  my  courier 
at  Tamboucanee,  Scipio  depofited  his  mer¬ 
chandize  on  board  the  different  Senegalian 
veffels,  and  putting  a  flop  to  his  traffic,  came 
off  with  his  laptots  in  the  boat.  At  Cotterat 
he  was  informed  I  had  left  Baquelle  ;  and  al¬ 
though  he  was  told  he  could  never  be  able  to 
lave  either  my  merchandize  or  veffiel,  he  ne- 
verthelefs  continued  his  voyage,  in  hopes  of 
meeting  both.  Inftead  of  landing  at  Baquelle, 
he  went  with  his  men  to  examine  the  veffiel 
which  was  left  upon  the  rocks  ;  from  thence 
he  repaired  to  Tuago,  and  prelented  himfelf 
before  the  grand  Fouquet,  made  him  a  tender 
of  his  fervices,  and  promifed  to  fpend  his 
whole  life  with  him.  The  prince,  glad  to 
engage  a  man  of  fuch  courage  and  reputation, 
gave  him  a  very  gracious  reception. 

Scipio  finding  him  difpofed  as  he  could 
wiffi,  reprefented  that  he  could  not  do  him 
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any  effential  fervice,  unlefs  my  fhip  was  firft 
cleared  from  the  rocks  ;  that  bv  means  of  repair¬ 
ing  the  veffel,  he  might  expeditioufly  tranf- 
port  his  troops  were  the  war  required  them  ; 
that  his  neighbours  and  the  governors  of  the 
different  provinces  would  by  this  means  be 
taught  to  hold  him  in  greater  fear,  and  learn 
to  refpe£l  his  authority  ;  that  Sirman  himfelf 
would  foon  return  to  his  duty,  particularly 
when  he  fhould  perceive  that  the  Senegalian 
laptots  were  united  againft  him  to  bring  him 
to  fubmiffton.  Thefe  meafures  were  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  prince  ;  and  Scipio,  in  order  to 
bring  about  his  defigns,  recovered  the  cordage 
which  the  Saracolets  had  taken  away  ;  and 
with  their  affiflance  fucceeded,  after  much 
labour,  in  heaving  down  the  veffel  upon  the 
fand.  He  then  requeued  the  grand  Fouquet 
to  reftore  him  his  laptots,  who  being  more 
expert  in  naval  matters  than  the  Saracolets, 
would  facilitate  the  repairs  of  the  veffel  while 
the  convoy  remained  ;  a  thing  impoffible  to 
effedl  after  their  departure  for  Senegal.  The 
Lord  of  Baquelle  received  an  order,  and  let  the 
laptots  go. With  their  affiftance,  Scipio  turned 
the  fhip  keel  upwards  ;  and  feveral  Senega¬ 
lian 
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lian  veffels,  among  the  reft  the  Moor,  com¬ 
ing  by,  he  borrowed  a  fufficient  number  of 
laptots,  got  her  upright  again,  after  having 
repaired  the  damage  her  keel  had  buffered, 
difmiffed  the  Saracolets,  who  had  been  very 
ufeful  to  him,  and  made  towards  Baquelle. 
Being  called  upon  to  fulfil  his  engagements 
by  the  grand  Fouquet,  he  replied,  that  if  the 
Fouquet  was  king  on  land,  Scipio  was  mo^ 
fiarch  on  the  river  ;  that  he  was  ready  for 
battle  ;  and  that  a  Senegalian,  bearing  the  title 
of  Frenchman,  could  never  think  of  becoming 
a  {lave  to  a  negro  king.  The  veffel  no  longer 
leaked;  Scipio,  with  none  but  his  own  laptots 
on  board,  moored  her  acrofs  the  principal  paf- 
fages  of  the  river,  and  waited  for  the  return-» 
ed  veffels.  He  felt  himfelf  too  much  oblig-ed 

O 

to  St.  Jean  to  detain  his  laptots,  and  as  foon 
as  the  veffel  had  undergone  her  repairs,  fent 
them  back  to  him.  He  then  forced  the  lap¬ 
tots  belonging  to  the  convoy  to  come  on 
board  him,  and  fummoned  the  Lord  of  Ba¬ 
quelle  to  reftore  him  all  the  merchandize  that 
he  had  purloined  by  trick,  or  taken  by  force. 
Amadi  at  firft  made  fome  difficulty  ;  but  con- 
fented  the  moment  he  faw  Scipio  was  about 
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to  make  a  defcent  in  order  to  fet  his  village 
on  fire,  and  to  carry  off  whatever  fhould  come 
in  his  way.  He  called  to  recollection  the 
check  which  the  grand  Fouquet  had  received 
feven  years  before  :  when  that  prince  hav¬ 
ing  newly  mounted  his  throne,  and  being 
vain  of  his  power,  endeavoured  to  flop  a  con¬ 
voy.  He  had  12,000  men  under  arms,  and 
was  beaten  by  Scipio  at  the  head  800  men 
of  the  colony.  On  that  emergency,  the 
captain,  though  a  Have,  was  recognized  as 
general,  and  burnt  and  entirely  deffroyed  the 
village.  The  king  himfelf  had  fallen  into  his 
hands,  but  Scipio,  fatisfied  with  his  victory, 
had  generoufly  reffored  him  without  ran- 
fom.  A  man  who  is  confidered  as  invincible, 
who  has  never  been  vanquifhed,  who  is  look¬ 
ed  upon  by  thofe  under  his  command  as  well 
as  by  his  enemies  as  a  hero,  is  capable  of  exe  ¬ 
cuting  an  enterprize  that  another  would  not 
undertake  with  double  the  force  ;  and  accord¬ 
ingly  the  old  Amacli  would  not  expofe  his 
village  to  deftruction,  and  being  befides  at  en¬ 
mity  with  the  Fouquet,  to  whom  he  had  re¬ 
futed  to  deliver  up  the  merchandize,  he 
thought  fit  to  capitulate.  He  gave  back  the 

goods 
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goods  of  which  I  had  taken  an  account  in 
writing,  and  reftored  befides,  two  barrels  of 
gun  powder  ofan  hundred  pounds  weight  each, 
which  I  had  not  recollected  to  let  down,  and 
which  he  took  for  barrels  of  flour. 

The  Senegal  captains  were  not  inclined  to 
expofe  their  lailors  in  my  behalf,  but  thofe 
brave  fellows,  accuftomed  to  fight  under  the 
command  of  Scipio,  and  acknowledging  no 
other  leader  but  him,  could  not  reconcile  to 
themfelves  the  idea  of  abandoning  him.  Be¬ 
fides  they  had  hopes  of  plunder  in  attacking 
the  village  of  Baquelle,  and  they  believed 
themfelves  to  be  invincible  under  his  orders. 
Allthefe  confiderations  made  them  determine 
to  Hand  by  him  in  this  critical  emergency. 
Every  thing  being  in  readinefs  for  the  onfet, 
Scipio  began  to  proceed  down  the  river.  The 
army  of  Tuago  was  already  drawn  out  upon 
the  bank.  The  grand  Fouquet  wanted  to 
take  vengeance  on  Scipio,  and  hoped  that  with 
frnall  arms  alone  he  fhould  be  able  to  prevent 
his  paflage  ;  but  the  balls  only  grazed  the 
fhip,  the  barricado  kept  Scipio’s  men  in 
fafety-;  and  his  Iwivels,  from  which  lèverai 
diicharges  were  made,  foon  fcattered  the  un- 
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difciplined  troops  that  tremblingly  advanced 
againd  him.  Without  lofs  of  time,  he  con- 
tinued  his  way  as  far  as  Yfanne,  the  refidence 
of  the  principal  minider  of  the  Almamy  of 
the  Poules.  This  man  informed  him  that 
the  Tampfirs,  didatisfied  with  the  didribution 
of  the  duties  made  by  the  Almamy,  were  af- 
fembled  together,  that  forming  a  numerous 
body  they  waited  at  the  rock  for  the  return 
of  the  vedels.  Scipio  determined  anew  either 
to  conquer  or  to  die.  He  difpatched  feveral 
expred'es  to  the  other  Chips  of  the  convoy  to 
prevail  on  them  not  to  fail  but  in  a  body,  in 
order  to  repel  the  attacks  of  the  Poules.  As 
his  velfel  drew  too  much  water  to  wait  for 
the  convoy,  he  determined  to  fail  prepared  for 
every  event.  His  defign  was  to  make  himfelf 
mader  of  the  padage,  to  redd  at  that  pod 
every  attempt  of  the  enemy,  and  to  wait 
there  the  arrival  of  the  convoy.  He  hoped, 
with  the  adidance  of  the  failors  from  Sene¬ 
gal,  to  repel  the  combined  force  of  the  Poules, 
and  to  indemnify  himfelf  for  the  lodes  of  the 
voyage  by  the  captures  made  on  this  people  ; 
but  circumdances  changed  his  refolution. 
His  crew  were  condderably  diminilhed  ;  he 
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had  loft  five  men  ;  and  I  had  taken  with  me  three, 
together  with  a  gourmet  ;  which  (if  we  com¬ 
prehend  another  left  at  Galam,  to  a  hi  ft  in  re¬ 
pairing  the  fort)  deprived  him  of  the  aid  of 
ten  ot  his  men  ;  there  remained  only  twenty- 
two  on  board,  the  greater  part  of  whom  were 
fo  reduced  by  the  fatigue  attendant  on  fo  dan¬ 
gerous  a  voyage,  that  little  dependence  could 
be  placed  on  their  aftiftance.  In  this  dilemma 
he  armed  the  negroes  he  had  retaken  on 
board  of  Mambao  ;  and  as  they  were  his 
countrymen,  that  is,  fromBaabarn,  he  found 
no  difficulty  in  determining  them  to  fight,  in 
cafe  of  an  attack  on  the  part  of  the  Poules. 
Things  being  thus  difpofed,  he  advanced  with 
confidence  to  that  part  of  the  river  where 
he  knew  the  negroes  were  waiting  to  plunder 
the  fhip.  Four  leagues  before  he  arrived  at 
the  rock,  he  caft  anchor,  and  took  poll:  in  a 
wood,  with  twelve  refolute  laptots,  in  order 
to  reconnoitre  the  motions  of  the  enemy. 
H  ere  he  furprifed  two  princes,  who  were  go¬ 
ing  to  join  the  forces  of  the  Poules,  carried 
them  on  board  his  vefiel,  and  put  them  in 
irons.  He  then  weighed  anchor,  and  ap¬ 
peared  at  feven  in  the  morning,  in  that 
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part  of  the  channel  which  he  judged  to  be 

When  arrived  near  the  rock,  he  faw  both 
Tides  of  the  river  lined  with  an  innumerable 
multitude  of  Poules,  Ihouting  with  joy,  and 
preparing  to  oppofe  his  palfage*  He  remain¬ 
ed,  according  to  his  fir  ft  intention,  the  whole 
day  inactive  on  board  ;  at  night  he  founded 
the  channel,  found  there  wasafootlefs  water 
than  the  veflel  drew. 

At  day-light  he  retired  into  the  ward¬ 
room  from  whence  he  heard  the  Poules  cry¬ 
ing  from  flaore,  “  Scipio,  thou  canftno  longer4 
efcape  from  our  hands,  thou  fhall  come  among 
us  to  plant  piftaccio  nuts.”  He  was  undeter¬ 
mined  what  part  to  adt.  His  courage  urged 
him  to  the  battle,  but  he  had  not  men  enough 
to  enable  him  to  go  on  fhore  and  repel  his 
enemies,  timorous  it  is  true,  but  in  great 
numbers.  The  convoy  was  at  a  great  dis¬ 
tance  from  him,  and  he  Could  not  bear  to  re¬ 
main  longer  in  a  ftate  of  inaction.  He  had 
recourfe  then  to  ftratagem,  and  fucceeded. 
At  fun-fet,  after  having  obferved  the  fpot 
where  the  Tampfirs  that  commanded  the 
Poules  were  Rationed,  he  fwam  on  fhorewith 
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a  labre  ftuck  in  his  girdle,  and  his  mulket  on 
his  head,  accompanied  by  twelve  of  his  crew. 
He  attacked  the  Poules,  who  inftantly  fled, 
and  took  prifoners,  fix  princes,  who  were  not 
able  to  make  their  efcape.  He  then  obliged 
them  to  fwim  to  the  veffel  and  put  them  in 
irons. 

The  next  morning  the  Poules  perceiving 
that  feveral  of  their  chiefs  were  wanting, 
fent  a  man  aboard  ;  Scipio  the  wed  the  princes 
to  their  meflenger,  and  defired  him  to  in¬ 
form  the  Tamplirs,  that  if  they  continued  to 
attack  and  to  moleft  him  in  his  bufinefs,  he 
was  determined  to  cut  off  the  heads  of  the 
captives  ;  that  as  for  him  he  did  not  fear  them, 
that  he  would  wait  for  the  convoy,  and  that 
then,  fetting  fire  to  his  fliip,  he  would  open 
the  pafs,  and  that,  aided  by  the  Senegalians, 
he  would  maffacre  all  the  Poules  that  oppofed 
him.  When  this  refolution  was  reported  to 
the  chiefs,  they  thought  proper  to  fend  a  fé¬ 
cond  melfenger  to  Scipio,  in  order  to  tell 
him,  that  if  he  would  only  reftore  the  princes 
they  would  permit  him  to  aft  as  he  thought 
fit. 

To  truft  to  the  promife  of  a  negro,  and  to 
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become  his  dupe  is  thei  ame  thing.  Scipio 
therefore  refufed  to  hearken,  to  their  re- 
queft.  But  he  afiured  them,  that  if  he  was 
not  molefted,  he  would  liberate  the  prifoners 
as  foon  as  he  paffed  the  rock  ;  and  this  aflu- 
rance  fatisfied  the  Poules,  who  permitted 
him  to  proceed  without  further  hindrance. 
During  the  courfe  of  two  days  the  water 
lowered  more  and  more  every  day,  and  the 
paffiage  became  lefs  and  lefs  practicable.  In 
order  to  fucceed,  it  was  neceffary  to  lighten 
the  veffel  ;  but  where  could  the  merchandize 
be  depofited,  for  the  banks  of  the  river  were 
covered  with  enemies  ?  Thefe  difficulties 
induced  Scipio,  in  order  to  fave  the  ffiip,  to 
agree  to  give  the  Tampfirs  thirty  .pieces 
of  guinea-blues,  fourteen  double-barrelled 
mulkets,  fourteen  barrels  of  gun  powder, 
and  ten  fufils  of  the  better  kind.  As  a  furety 
for  the  performance  of  the  capitulation, 
he  required  that  the  fon  of  the  Tampfir  who 
commanded  the  troops,  fhould  be  put  into  his 
hands  :  this  was  inftantly  complied  with  ;  and 
the  Poules  themfelves  affifted  him  to  get 
through  this  dangerous  pafiage.  Scipio  might 
have  waited  for  the  convoy  ;  but  he  thought 


250 


VOYAGES  TO  THE 


it  better,  by  this  flight  facrifice  to  fave  a  (hip, 
which  he  had  preferved  with  fo  much  diffi¬ 
culty,  and  which  would  have  perifhed  in¬ 
evitably  if  the  arrival  of  the  convoy  had  been 
delayed  three  days  longer. 

Thefe  multiplied  misfortunes  loft  me  the 
whole  profit  of  my  traffic.  Of  my  damaged 
merchandize  all  that  was  faved  was  about  150 
pieces  of  bad  guinea-blues,  12  negroes,  194 
drachms  of  gold,  906  pounds  of  ivory,  and 
56  cafks  of  millet.  I  had  got  a  great  quantity 
of  ivory,  but  it  had  been  taken  from  me  at 
Baquelle,  together  with  my  trunk,  contain¬ 
ing  thirty-eight  marks,  two  ounces  of  gold 
which  I  had  procured  at  Galam,  and  alfo, 
my  coral,  my  amber,  my  powder,  my  beads, 
and  filver  bells. 

Scipio  often  told  me,  that  if  he  had  been 
permitted  to  take  prifoners  thofe  who  attack¬ 
ed  him  with  an  intention  to  deprive  him  of 
his  liberty,  my  expedition  would  not  have 
failed.  But  the  order  of  the  governors  of  Se¬ 
negal  is,  that  the  traders  ffiall  only  ftand  upon 
the  defenfive,  but  fhall  take  nothing  in  the 
country;  and  for  that  reafon,  Scipio,  who 
naturally  might  have  made  reprifais,  having 
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eight  princes  in  irons  on  board,  was  obliged 
to  carry  them  on  fhore.  They  had  taken  ad¬ 
vantage  of  his  Situation  to  plunder  him  of  his 
merchandize,  but  he  was  not  allowed  to  avail 
himfelf  of  the  capture  of  thofe  men,  to  in¬ 
demnify  his  loflès.  Certainly  cuftoms  of  this 
nature  are  fo  much  the  more  unjuft,  as  the 
natives  of  the  country  take  advantage  of  them 
to  plunder  the  European  vefiels  who  trade  in 
thofe  parts  ;  the  profit  which  the  governors 
derive  from  thofe  abufes,  is  the  reafon  that 
they  remain  unremedied.  They  are  paid  by 
the  negro  princes,  who  reimburfe  themfelves 
an  hundred  fold  by  the  plunder  of  the  ve fiels 
of  thofe,  who  on  the  faith  of  treaties,  expofe 
themfelves  to  the  dangers  of  this  trade. 

We  remained  fix  days  at  Doumons,  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  convoy.  We  had  difpatched 
feveral  couriers  to  obtain  intelligence  ;  but  no 
convoy  appeared.  A  marabou  wi  the  only 
perfon,  who,  in  telling  us  our  fortune,  afiured 
us  that  it  would  foon  make  its  appearance. 
This  firme  marabou,  about  a  fortnight  before 
the  event,  foretold  that  I  firould  fee  my  (hip 
and  Scipio,  but  that  he  would  have  encoun¬ 
tered  a  great  many  difficulties.  Notwith- 
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landing  the  accomplfthment  of  his  former 
prediction,  we  gave  very  little  credit  to  his 
difcourfe.  We  concluded  that  the  convoy 
was  loft,  and  continued  our  courfe  to  Sene¬ 
gal,  being  fix  vefl'els  in  company.  Scarcely 
had  we  arrived  at  Podor,  when  we  received 
intelligence  that  the  whole  convoy  had  enter¬ 
ed  into  a  capitulation  at  the  rock,  and  that 
they  would  foon  appear  in  fight.  This  in¬ 
formation  caufed  us  to  fufpend  our  courfe, 
and  about  two  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  had 
the  fatisfaction  to  fee  the  convoy  heave  in 
fight,  three  days  after  our  arrival  at  Podor. 

It  was  not  enough  that  my  veftel  had  been 
wrecked,  that  I  had  been  obliged  to  capitu¬ 
late  at  the  rock  of  Dquioul de  'Diable ,  it  was  ne- 
ceftary,  in  order  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of  my 
misfortune,  that  the  veftel  alfo,  aboard  of 
which  Scipio  had  left  my  merchandize  at 
Tamboucanee,  fhould  fink,  and  that  which 
contained  his  ivory,  fhould  be  pillaged  at  the 
rock.  The  ivory  was  entirely  loft,  and  the 
Senegalian  veftel  did  not  brins:  me  two-thirds 
of  what  was  recovered  from  the  wreck 
of  the  veftel  that  had  my  goods  on  board. 
The  fhip  was  totally  loft,  and  all  the  negro 
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inhabitants  could  fave,  were  his  (laves  ;  a  very 
(lender  compenlation  for  the  misfortunes  of 
the  voyage,  and  the  lofs  of  the  bark. 

The  convoy  was  faved  by  a  miracle.  Their 
capitulation  at  the  rock  coft  but  little,  for  in 
confequence  of  lome  heavy  rains  that  had 
fallen,  there  were  five  feet  and  a  half  of  water 
in  the  river  when  they  arrived  at  the  paffage, 
were  eight  days  before  there  were  but  three; 
but  for  this  fortunate  circumftance  the  con¬ 
voy  would  have  been  loft  ;  the  Senegalians 
muft  have  been  under  the  neceflity  of  re¬ 
turning  by  land,  and  with  the  veiTels,  muft 
have  been  given  up  the  millet,  the  negroes, 
and  the  merchandize.  Such  a  dilafter  would 
have  plunged  the  colony  into  extreme  diftrefs  ; 
as  thefe  craft  are  neceftary  during  the  whole 
year  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  the  necef- 
fary  millet  for  their  fubfiftence.  An  event  of 
this  nature,  is  fufficient  to  contradict  the  falfe 
reports  of  thofe  writers  who  reprefent  this 
country  as  abounding  in  every  neceftary  of 
life. 

The  marquis  of  Beccaria  had  been  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  governor,  commandant  of  the  fort 
Podor  in  the  room  of  M.  Duchozel.  He 
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arrived  the  day  on  which  I  appeared  before 
that  place,  and  informed  me  of  the  death  of 
the  younger  Floquet,  and  of  feveral  other 
whites,  who  fell  victims  to  the  heat  of  the 
climate.  This  young  man  was  extremely 
regretted  by  the  negroes,  efpecially  by  Scipio, 
who,  as  well  as  myfelf,  was  iincerely  attached 
to  him.  M.  Duchozel  embarked  with  me, 
as  likewife  did  the  company’s  agent  at  Podor. 
The  latter  would  not  proceed  in  the  com¬ 
pany’s  veflfels,  and  I  received  him  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  fituation,  notwithftanding  the 
injuries  I  had  fuffered  from  the  directors  of 
Senegal.  We  fet  fail  from  Podor  with  a  fair 
and  a  ftrong  current,  which  foon  brought  us 
to  the  colony,  where  we  arrived  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  December,  1786,  after  having  fpent 
four  months  and  eight  days  in  this  calamitous 
voyage. 

Podor  is  conlidered,  on  account  of  the  air, 
the  moft  dangerous  fpot  in  all  this  part  of 
Africa.  The  village  and  the  fort,  are  fitu- 
ated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  in  the  territory 
belonging  to  the  Poules.  The  fort,  which 
forms  a  circle,  with  four  towers,  was  con- 
ftru£ted  by  the  Englifh.  It  has  no  ditch,  and 
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being  at  the  diftance  of  200  toifes  from  the 
river,  may,  in  cafe  of  hoftilities  with  the 
Poules,  eafily  be  cut  off  from  the  water.  It  is 
confequently  of  no  utility,  fince  it  can 
neither  protect  the  veffels  that  pafs  the  river, 
nor  be  relieved  by  them.  The  unwholefome- 
nefs  of  the  air  is  occafioned  by  the  furround¬ 
ing  fwamps,  which  are  fcarcely  ever  dried 
up.  It  would  be  therefore,  an  impofition  on 
the  public  to  join  M.  Adanfon  in  his  praife  of 
this  part  of  the  world,  fince  wood,  water, 
and  the  other  neceffaries  of  life,  are  only  to 
be  procured  by  fending  for  them  at  a  great 
diftance  up  the  country. 

The  fever  which  had  left  me,  returned  on 
my  arrival  at  Senegal.  I  had  loft  the  com¬ 
panion  of  my  fortunes.  Every  body,  that  is, 
all  the  French  at  the  colony,  coniidered  me 
as  a  madman.  The  governor  himfelf  was 
impreffed  with  that  idea  although  he  had 
never  feen  me.  It  is  true  that  I  was  fo  ab- 
forbed  in  the  rejection  of  pa  ft  misfortunes, 
that  I  would  not  even  fpeak  to  a  white.  I 
was  never  of  their  parties,  and  confidered 
them  with  a  kind  of  horror.  The  many  in- 
ftançes  of  their  difhoneft  conduct  had  made 
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them  odious  in  my  fight.  Deceived  by  the 
whites,  deceived  alfo  by  the  blacks,  I  had  no 
confidence  in  any  body.  I  could  not  get  my 
accounts  paffed  with  the  commercial  houfe 
in  which  I  was  concerned,  and  finding  the 
eldeft  partner  in  the  firm  as  dilhoneft  as  the 
reft  of  the  world,  I  broke  entirely  with  him 
the  6th  of  February,  1786.  I  now  deter¬ 
mined  to  return  to  France  for  the  recovery 
of  my  health,  which  the  fatigues  of  fo  long 
and  painful  a  voyage  had  much  impaired,  and 
as  I  flood  in  great  need  of  repofe.  I  haftened 
the  conclulion  of  my  affairs  in  a  manner  little 
favourable  to  my  intereft.  I  waited  for  an 
opportunity  of  embarking  for  France,  but 
fearing  the  frequent  infurre<ftions,  and  the  bad 
air  aboard  the  flave  fhips,  I  determined  not 
to  go  by  way  of  the  Weft  Indies.  Under 
thefe  cirçumftances,  Captain  Clouët  Dubui-, 
fon  of  Havre,  commander  of  the  Furet,  which 
had  been  repaired,  (and  which  after  remain¬ 
ing  a  month  at  Goree,  and  the  Cape  de 
Verd  Iftands,  was  to  proceed  direftly  for 
Havre)  having  offered  me  a  paflage,  I  ac¬ 
cepted  it,  and  embarked  with  him,  rather 
than  wait  the  departure  of  the  companies 


gum 


COAST  OF  AFRICA. 


257 


gum  fhips,  which  had  not  yet  arrived. 
There  were  not,  indeed,  as  yet  any  accounts 
received  of  fhips  fitted  out  from  France  for 
that  moft  lucrative  branch  of  commerce.  At 
length,  on  the  twenty-fixth,  we  paffed  the 
bar,  and  on  this  occafion  I  had  a  convincing 
proof  of  the  negroes  attachment  to  my  per- 
Ibn.  They  came  to  conduct  me,  and  while 
the  vehfel  was  soin^  over  that  dangerous 
paffage,  {food  naked  on  the  deck  ready  to 
rifk  all  to  fave  me  in  cafe  of  accident.  I 
Wanted  to  reward  their  zeal*  but  they  refufed 
to  take  any  thing  either  from  me  or  from  the 
captain. 

About  eleven  o’clock  we  got  out  to  Tea, 
and  the  next  day  at  eight  in  the  morning* 
anchored  in  the  harbour  of  Goree*  This 
ifland  is  only  a  defert  rock,  and  totally  un¬ 
productive.  There  are,  however,  a  few 
gardens  which  furnifh  a  little  fallad.  It  13 
deftitute  of  water,  although  indeed  there  are 
three  fmall  fprings  on  the  mountain,  which 
are  guarded  with  great  care,  referved  for  the 
commandant,  and  furnifh  water  only  for  his 
ufe.  The  commandants  are  often  fo  inhuman 
as  to  refufe  water  to  their  countrymen,  even 
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when  they  have  more  than  they  have  occa- 
fion  for  themielves.  They  prefer  employing 
it  to  wafh  their  linen,  or  letting  it  run  to 
wafte,  rather  than  give  themfelves  the  trouble 
of  anfwering  folicitations,  or,  as  they  pretend, 
rather  than  excite  the  jealoufy  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants.  Both  whites  and  blacks  are  therefore 
obliged  to  procure  their  water  from  Dacar,  a 
village  in  the  neighbourhood,  or  from  other 
places,  according  to  the  deftination  of  the 
veffels.  This  water,  fetched  in  calks,  has 
always  a  very  naufeous  tafte,  and  after  the 
fécond  day  becomes  quite  unfit  for  ufe.  The 
air  is  more  falubrious  here  than  at  Senegal, 
which  is  doubtlefs  owing;  to  its  being;  fur- 
rounded  by  the  fea,  and  to  the  adjoining  con¬ 
tinents  being  free  from  fwamps.  The  country 
is  inhabited  by  the  fame  race  of  people  with 
that  of  Senegal,  in  other  words,  the  Yolofs. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  colony  are  all  of  that 
nation.  Although  the  population  is  not  con- 
liderable,  it  furnifhes,  however,  more  than 
double  the  number  of  hands  wanted  for  the 
purpofe  of  commerce  ;  for  never  did  the  Have- 
trade  exceed  one  hundred  negroes  in  a  year, 
and  even  to  procure  that  number  it  is  necef- 
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fary  to  go  from  thirty  to  forty  leagues  along 
the  coafh  There  were  feveral  fhips  in  the 
harbour,  and  among  the  reft  one  from  Hon- 
fleur,  which  had  loft  all  her  crew  by  lick  nefs, 
excepting  the  captain  and  fécond  mate. 

Captain  Clouet  DubuilTon,  according  to 
his  inftruftions,  wiihed  to  take  in  wax  and 
ivory,  but  fome  days  after  his  arrival  he  re¬ 
ceived  orders  to  lail  ;  he  then  reftgned  the 
command  of  his  veftel,  and  embarked  on 
beard  the  Bavonnaife,  a  king’s  Chip  that  was 
returning  to  France,  with  the  Count  de  Re- 
pentigny,  who  was  fucceeded  by  the  Chevalier 
de  Boufflers.  This  vefl'el  was  commanded  by 
M.  Kerpel,  the  fucceffor  of  Captain  Echouard, 
who  was  drowned  in  attempting  to  pafs  the 
bar  of  Senegal,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the 
negro  laptots. 

According  to  the  arrangement  which  I 
had  made  with  the  houfe  I  had  quitted,  I 
was  to  receive  my  payments  out  of  the  cargo 
of  the  Furet  ;  as  this  fhip  was  not  to  return 
to  France,  1  was  obliged  to  go  back  to  Sene¬ 
gal  ;  the  misfortune  which  happened  to  M. 
dc  la  Echouard,  the  lofs  of  two  fhips  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  company  upon  the  fame  bar,  de¬ 
terred 
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terrcd  me  from  taking  fhipping  ;  and  as  the 
air  of  Goree  had  reftored  me  to  health  and 
flrength,  I  determined  to  undertake  the 
journey  by  land. 

The  Furet  had  hardly  fet  fail  before  I  ob- 

J 

ferved  on  Ihore  a  tailor  of  a  very  fulpicious 
appearance.  Having  him  feized  by  the  ne¬ 
groes,  and  brought  before  the  commandant, 
he  acknowledged,  that  he  had  concealed 
himfelf,  in  order  to  avoid  being  an  accomplice 
in  the  depredations  committed  by  a  Bermu¬ 
dian  vefiel,  that  under  pretext  of  taking  in 
provifions,  had  put  in  for  a  few  days  to 
Goree.  The  depolition  of  this  man  alarmed 
me  exceedingly  ;  I  had  appréhendons  that 
this  fhip,  (which  in  fa£t  was  a  pirate,  but 
which  could  not  be  detected,  as  all  her  cre¬ 
dentials  were  in  due  form)  intended  to  attack 
the  Furet.  And  this  was  really  the  cafe, 
but  that  vefl'el  being  an  excellent  failer, 
would  not  let  the  pirate  come  up  with  her  ; 
fhe  ran  under  the  cannon  of  the  fort,  and  we 
perceived  the  Bermudian  fheer  off.  The 
Bayonnaife,  king’s  fhip,  which  was  at  Ben, 
taking  in  wood  and  water,  not  having  had 
timely  notice  could  not  give  the  pirate  chafe. 
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Had  an  engagement  taken  place,  it  is  even 
probable  that  fhe  would  have  come  oh  with 
the  word,  for  the  Bermudian’s  crew  conlifted 
of  fixty  men  of  determined  refolution,  and 
fhe  mounted  lix  howitzers  and  twelve  twenty- 
four  pounders.  She  was  an  excellent  failer, 
and  had  repulfed  two  Portuguele  frigates  who 
had  given  her  chace  on  the  coafi:  of  Brafil. 

I  fet  off  from  Goree  the  9th  of  April,  in 
the  evening,  and  arrived  at  Dacar,  where  I 
put  up  for  the  night  at  the  houle  of  the  ma¬ 
rabou  of  the  village  ;  next  morning  I  fet  out 
upon  my  journey,  efcorted  by  his  Ion,  and  a 
negro  of  Senegal  named  Wally.  I  had  an 
Arabian  horle  that  I  very  leldom  rode,  being 
accompanied  by  the  elder  Floquet,  who  had 
been  to  Goree  in  the  Bayonnaife.  Wre  arriv¬ 
ed  on  the  14th  about  nine  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  after  a  journey  of  five  days,  con- 
ftantly  deeping  in  the  open  air,  walking  along 
the  lea  (hore,  and  broiling  under  a  burning 
fun.  It  was  too  late  to  enter  the  colony, 
neverthelefs  Saerguy,  one  of  our  gourmets  in 
the  Galam  voyage,  carried  me  thither  in  his 
canoe,  unperceived  by  the  centinels. 

My  health  was  vifibly  mending,  and  this 
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journey  far  from  weakening  had  re-eftablifh- 
ed  my  ftrength.  I  was  determined  then  to 
remain  at  Senegal  to  trade  on  my  own  bot¬ 
tom  ;  I  was  defirous  of  coming;  to  terms  with 
the  elder  Floquet,  and  I  acceded  todifadvan- 
tageous  conditions  to  effect  it  ;  however,  he 
hill  procraltinated  affiirs,  which  compelled 
me,  in  order  to  draw  lomething  from  him,  to 
embark  on  board  the  Efperance  of  l’Orient, 
belonging  to  Mcffrs.  Lavuyffe,  Puchelberg 
and  Co.  Captain  Everard  of  Dunkirk,  com¬ 
mander.  This  vellel  was  come  on  a  particu¬ 
lar  commiffion  from  France,  for  the  purchafe 
of  gum  at  Portendic  ;  nevertnelefs  it  was 
feized  by  order  of  the  King.  The  alterca¬ 
tions  which  the  captain  had  with  the  gover¬ 
nors  of  the  company  upon  this  fu Eject,  detain¬ 
ed  him  near  a  month  at  Senegal.  1  was 
quite  idle  there,  and  time  hung  heavy  on  my 
hands.  The  mortification  of  having  been  ex- 
pofed  to  lo  many  dangers,  and  again  to  lofe, 
in  fpite  of  myfelf,  the  little  I  was  pofTcfTed 
of,  threw  me  into  a  languid  ftate  of  body,  of 
which  again  brought  on  my  fever  ;  and  when 
the  fhip  fet  fail  on  the  30th  of  June,  1786, 
I  was  carried  on  board  in  a  ftate  ofinlenfi- 

bility 
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bility.  I  had  fhipped  80  j  halted  cow-hides. 
The  negroes  carried  me  over  the  bar  in  the 
company’s  boat.  The  directors  had  objected 
to  hire  it  to  me  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  they 
were  obliged  to  content,  for  the  negroes  ob- 
ftinately  refuted  to  work  for  them  but  on 
condition  of  fir  ft  conducting;  me  on  board  the 
Efperance.  Scipio  infifted  fo  forcibly  that 
they  were  obliged  to  lubmit.  He  accompa¬ 
nied  me  himlelf,  and  would  not  quit  me  till 
he  faw  me  fafe  on  board. 

One  may  fay  with  great  truth,  that  if  the 
company  is  detefted  in  the  colony,  they  merit 
it  in  every  refpeCt.  After  all  the  fervice  that 
I  had  gratuitoufly  rendered  them,  this  laft 
trait  proves  in  what  degree  of  eftimation  the 
direClors  are  to  be  held  ;  and  if  this  commerce 
ceale  to  be  exclufive,  I  ftill  hope  to  have  it  in 
my  power  to  teftify  before  I  die,  the  warm 
feule  I  entertain  of  their  conduCt  towards 
me. 

We  weighed  anchor  two  hours  after  I 

O 

came  on  board,  on  the  30th  of  June,  1  y  8 6. 
The  voyage  though  long  was  profperous.  I 
entirely  recovered  my  health  on  the  paftage, 

and 
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and  arrived  at  l’Orient  the  23d  of  Augud, 
1786. 

Whatever  may  be  my  future  lot,  I  think 
it  can  fcarcely  be  more  unhappy  than  the  pail:  ; 
and  it  is  with  this  hope,  that  refigning  myfelf 
to  Providence,  I  look  forward  to  the  period 
when  fortune,  wearied  at  lad  with  perfecting 
me,  fhall  crown  my  honed  endeavours  with 
a  decent  independency. 


PART 


PART  THE  THIRD. 


COMMERCE  OF  SENEGAL  AND  GALAM. 
LTHOUGH  the  nature  of  the  com- 


.  merceof  Senegal  appears  fo  fimple,  that 
even  thole  not  bred  to  trade  are  confident  of 
fucceeding  in  it,  it  is  neverthelefs  extremely 
complex,  and  liable  to  a  thoufand  difficulties, 
requiring  not  only  much  experience  in  buti- 
nefs,  but  likewife  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
mankind.  Whoever  is  not  well  verfed  in 
both  ffiould  not  embark- at  all  in  the  Senega - 
lian  traffic.  His  enterprife  would  be  attend¬ 
ed  with  lofs  of  fortune  in  Ipite  of  the  moft 
unremitting  induftry. 

It  is  necelfary  to  confider,  that  having  va¬ 
rious  nations  to  deal  with,  fo  many  different 
modes  of  conduct  are  to  be  followed.  The  vari¬ 
ous  feafons  of  the  year  require  different  opera¬ 
tions.  Thebarrennefs  of  the  colony,  and  the 
dangers  of  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
are  great  impediments  in  the  way  of  trade  ; 


and 
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and  the  manner  of  traffic  purfued  in  other 
countries  will  not  fucceed  here.  He  who 
confines  himfelf  to  the  colony  alone,  cannot, 
without  extreme  difficulty,  carry  on  a  thriv¬ 
ing  bufinefs.  He  muft  purchafe  the  articles 
of  the  Have  trade  on  the  river  at  a  high  rate, 
and  difpofe  of  them  to  the  captains  of  vef- 
fels  at  a  fmall  profit.  In  the  profecution  of 
fuch  a  plan,  a  man  would  have  leifure  to  die 
feveral  times  over  before  he  would  acquire  a 
moderate  fortune.  It  is  neceffiary,  therefore, 
for  any  one  who  fettles  in  the  colony  to  trade 
on  an  extenfive  fcale. 

A  trader  at  Senegal,  whether  on  his  own 
bottom,  or  as  fadlor  for  different  houfes  in 
France,  ffiould  be  provided  with  two  fmall 
lchooners,  or  flat-bottomed  boats,  from  20  to 
30  tons  burden,  drawing  from  four  to  fix 
feet  water  when  laden,  and  carrying  fwivels 
and  wall-pieces.  The  perference  is  to  be  given 
to  Englifh  wall-pieces,  which  carry  much  far¬ 
ther  than  French  ones.  They  are  mounted 
upon  proper  flocks,  and  may  be  ufed  and 
pointed  like  a  mufket. 

The  fwivel  flocks  fhould  be  three  feet  above 
the  deck,  to  leave  room  for  the  barricade,  for 

which 
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which  it  is  effentiallv  neceflTary  to  bring 
planks  from  France,  as  it  can  only  be  fet 
up  at  Senegal,  and  is  indifpenfably  necelTary 
in  the  fervice  of  the  river. 

The  cabin  mud:  be  fpacious,  in  order  to 
contain  the  dry  goods,  with  large  lockers  in 
the  form  of  benches.  Great  care  mud:  be 
taken  of  the  rigging,  and  providon  made  of 
two  fpare  fets.  If  thefe  fmall  veflels  were 
copper  fheathed,  it  would  prove  of  great  ad¬ 
vantage,  it  is  the  furefl:  way  to  preferve 
them  from  the  worm,  that  in  the  fpace  of 
three  years  will  deflroy  the  mod;  folid  bot¬ 
toms.  The  damage  done  by  the  worm  might 
indeed  be  repaired  were  it  not  for  the  fre¬ 
quent  fcarcity  of  hands  even  at  Senegal,  and 
which  becomes  doubly  difficult,  when  tar  and 
other  articles  necefl'ary  for  the  paying  of  vef- 
fels  happen  to  run  ffiort.  In  fuch  predica¬ 
ments,  opportunities  of  advantage  flip  awav, 
for  the  river  is  not  navigable,  unlefs  in  the 
rainy  leafon.  In  order  that  veffels  coming 
from  France  ffiould  pads  the  bar,  the  road 
without  not  being  fafe,  they  ffiould  draw  at 
lead:  nine  feet  water. 

The  advantage  aridng  from  fmall  veflels 

is 
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is  the  poffibility  of  doing  every  thing  by  ones 
felf.  In  this  manner  one  may  go  to  all  parts 
of  the  river,  and  even  to  Goree  and  down  the 
coafL  In  thefe  places  provifions  are  taken  in 
when  they  fail  at  the  colony,  which  turns  out 
a  very  beneficial  commerce.  The  Dutch  bi¬ 
landers,  fuch  as  trade  to  Offend  and  Dunkirk, 
are  the  fuitable  craft  for  this  navigation,  but 
the  grand  difficulty  lies  in  getting  them  to 
the  African  coafL 

The  people,  who  inhabit  the  eaftern  part 
of  the  river  from  Senegal  to  Galam  inclu- 
lively,  are  of  the  Yolof  nation,  governed  by  a 
powerful  king,  of  the  name  of  Darnel.  The 
general  refidence  of  this  prince  is  Cahiers, 
an  inland  village,  fituated  between  Senegal 
and  Goree.  The  inhabitants  of  thefe  two 
colonies  are  moflly  of  this  nation,  and  are 
reckoned  the  braveft  of  this  part  of  Africa. 
They  have  always  the  advantage  over  their 
hoflile  neighbours,  no  doubt  on  account  of 
the  military  knowledge  they  have  derived 
from  the  French  of  the  two  colonies,  and 
from  the  luccour  that  nation  ever  affords 
them.  The  dominion  of  Darnel  upon  the 
river  extends  to  about  forty  leagues.  Be- 
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yond  which  boundary  are  the  Wals  and  the 
Braes,  nations  formerly  powerful,  butatpre- 
fent  almoff  favages,  and  ever  expofed  to  the 
incurfions  of  the  negroes,  or  of  their  Mooriffi 
neighbours. 

The  nation  of  the  Poules  or  Foulques  be¬ 
gins  at  Cocq,  a  village  fituated  on  the  point  of 
the  i(le  of  Podor,  two  leagues  below  the  fort, 
and  terminates  at  Validienta,  comprehending 
an  extent  of  160  leagues  along  the  banks  of 
the  river.  The  trade  carried  on  with  thefe 
people  is  very  inconfiderable.  All  thefe  coun¬ 
tries  only  afford  millet  neceffary  for  the  con- 
fumption  of  the  colony,  tobacco  and  a  fmall 
quantity  of  ivory  ;  and  in  cafe  of  war  between 
the  different  nations,  choice  of  excellent 
(laves.  From  Validienta  to  Galam,  and  even 
beyond,  lies  the  nation  of  the  Saracolets. 
Their  country  is  a  place  of  advantageous 
traffic.  The  inhabitants  are  brave,  numer¬ 
ous,  and  in  a  higher  (late  of  civilization  than 
the  other  negroes.  Their  religion  is  partly 
Mahometan,  and  partly  idolatrous.  Great 
quantities  of  (laves  of  various  countries  of 
Africa,  brought  by  the  caravans,  ate  expofed 
here  for  fale.  Here  alfo  much  traffic  is  car¬ 
ried 
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ried  ou  in  gold,  elephants  teeth,  pagns,  and 
varions  other  articles.  Nor  is  trade  in  thefe 
difiri&s  lefs  fecure  than  advantageous  ;  for  a 
man  may  advance  far  up  the  inland  country 
without  the  leatl  perfonal  danger,  even  if 
alone.  The  northern  part  of  the  river  is  peo¬ 
pled  by  barbarous  hordes  of  Moors,  fuch  as 
the  Bracnarts  near  Senegal,  and  the  Traffarts 
in  the  vicinity  of  Podor.  TheMongearts  are 
alfo  very  numerous  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Galam.  Thole  paftoral  hordes  rove  from 
place  to  place,  as  I  have  before  mentioned, 
in  my  obfervations  on  the  manners  and  cuf- 
toms  of  the  people  with  whom  I  travelled 
during  my  captivity.  The  Moors  furnifh 
the  gum  which  they  bring  to  the  defart  and 
to  Cocq,  two  marts  eftablifhed  for  the  carry¬ 
ing  on  of  that  traffic,  and  whither  the  com¬ 
pany’s  veffels  always  repair  in  the  month  of 
May.  They  likewife  bring  Haves  to  the  co- 
lony  during  the  whole  year,  except  in  the 
rainv  leafon,  when  the  overflowing!:  of  the 
Niger  drives  them  into  the  interior  parts  of 
the  country.  In  this  feafon  their  emigra¬ 
tions  extend  as  far  as  the  mountains  of  Atlas. 

The  Saltiguets,  a  negro  race,  occupy  the 

banks 


COAST  OF  AFRICA. 


271 


banks  of  the  river  above  Yafanne,  and  extend 
as  far  as  the  dominion  of  the  Saracolets.  They 
compofe  in  a  manner  but  one  and  the  fame 
people,  and  are  governed  by  a  prince,  who  by 
rignt  of  birth,  is  in  titled  to  the  dominion  of 
the  Poules  ;  but  the  priefts  deprived  him  of 
his  crown  and  drove  him  out  of  his  country. 
This  prince  is  a  man  of  courage,  makes  fre¬ 
quent  incurfons  upon  the  territories  of  the 
Poules,  and  difpofes  of  his  captives  to  the 
neighbouring  Moors,  who  bring  them  to  Se¬ 
negal.  They  are  purchafed,  notwithftanding 
the  treaty  made  with  the  Almamy,  import¬ 
ing  that  no  Have  of  his  nation  fhould  be 
bought  ;  no  doubt  becaufe  it  is  underflood 
that  this  treaty  does  not  hold  rood  but  in  the 
cafe  of  the  convov  touching  at  his  dominions 
in  the  way  to  Galam. 

From  Podor  to  Mafon  the  hyppopotamus  is 
found  in  great  abundance.  This  is  a  moft 
ufeful  animal.  Its  flefh,  as  I  have  before  ob- 
ferved,  is  good  food,  and  its  fat  makes  excel¬ 
lent  l'oap.  There  is  likewife  in  thefe  cantons 
great  plenty  and  variety  of  grain,  which  might 
be  purchafed  at  a  very  low  rate.  The  exclu- 
fve  privilege  of  the  company  proves  the  bane 

of 
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of  this  gainful  commerce  ;  for  their  agents, 
wholly  intent  upon  their  own  interefls,  and 
not  that  of  their  principals,  negleCt,  perhaps 
through  ignorance,  this  very  elfential  branch 
of  trade,  but  from  which  I  can  affert  from 
my  own  experience,  immenfe  profits  arife. 
The  articles  procured  here  are  of  the  fârft 
neceffity  in  France,  for  the  manufactory  of 
Marfeiiles  foap,  and  their  preparation  coils  as 
little  as  their  original  purchafe.  The  conti¬ 
nual  apprehenfion  of  lofing  the  fruits  of  one’s 
labours,  and  of  feeing  one’s  difcoveries  enjoy¬ 
ed  by  others,  is  the  reafon  why  feveral 
branches  of  commerce  are  entirely  abandoned. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  colony,  the  Yolofs, 
Poules,  or  Foulques,  and  Moors,  are  the  four 
nations  with  whom  trade  is  carried  on  with¬ 
out  going  out  of  Senegal.  This  is  done  ill 
four  different  wavs  ;  the  difference  of  feafons 
occaiions  a  farther  variation  ;  the  wants  of 
thefe  feveral  nations,  according  to  time  and 
place,  require  particular  information  relative 
to  the  articles  of  which  they  Hand  in  need. 
The  Braes  and  Wals  have  the  fame  wants  as 
the  Yolofs,  and  fpeak  the  fame  language. 
With  refpeCt  to  the  Saracolets  and  the  Salti- 

guets, 
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guets,  bufinefs  cannot  be  transacted  with 
them,  but  in  the  voyage  to  Galam,  of  which 
an  account  will  be  given  hereafter. 

The  natives  of  the  colony  are  almoft  all,  as 
has  been  remarked  before,  of  a  faithlefs  cha¬ 
racter  ;  they  feek  for  opportunities,  which 
they  never  Suffer  to  efcape  them,  to  cheat 
fuch  Europeans  as  are  not  Sufficiently  on  their 
guard.  To  be  proof  againft  their  wiles,  it  is 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  know  the  Yolof  lan¬ 
guage  ;  for  when  a  man  is  not  acquainted  with 
it,  recourfe  mud  be  had  to  interpreters,  who 
neceffarilv  belonging  to  this  people,  always 
cheat  and  Share,  according  to  agreement, 
the  produce  of  their  knavery.  From  this 
general  and  well-founded  idea,  it  follows  that 
a  man  Should  always  diftruft  them  whatever 
be  the  nature  of  the  tranfa&ion.  It  is  cuf- 
tomary  to  deal  with  them  either  for  the  voy¬ 
age  to  Galam,  or  for  Such  articles  as  are  ne¬ 
ceffary  for  their  own  confumption. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  laft,  to  avoid  every 
caufe  of  difference,  it  is  requilite  never  to  de¬ 
liver  goods  but  on  payment,  either  in  money 
or  merchandize.  It  is  neceilary  even  to  be  lo 
Scrupulous  as  to  minute  every  article  of  agree¬ 
ment, 
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ment,  to  repeat  each  feveral  times,  even  if 
the  bufmefs  were  to  be  concluded  on  the  fjpot, 
as  well  with  the  rich  as  with  the  poor.  Pof- 
feftion  Ihould  be  immediately  taken  of  what¬ 
ever  article  is  agreed  for,  either  by  purchafe 
or  barter  ;  but  for  this  precaution  a  man  would 
inevitably  be  expofed  to  a  thoufand  quibbles, 
which,  without  breaking  the  bargain,  would 
make  it  turn  entirely  to  the  advantage  of  the 
blacks.  The  employers,  always  affecting  to 
believe  that  their  lervants  were  deceived,  fel- 
dom  fail  to  decide  in  their  favour,  and  although 
a  man  have  juftice  on  his  fide,  he  will  never- 
thelefs  incur  in  the  colony  an  imputation  of 
difhonefty,  which  cannot  but  prove  detrimen¬ 
tal  to  his  affairs. 

If  credit  be  given  for  any  merchandize,  it  is 
necelfarv,  before  delivery,  to  enquire  into  the 
circumftances  of  the  buyer  ^whether  he  have 
any  negroes  or  not,  and  whether  they  can  be 
made  rtfponfable  for  the  debt  ;  whether  the 
flaves  of  this  native  be  Tapade’s  flaves  by  in¬ 
heritance,  or  have  been  purchafed  by  him  in 
the  voyage  to  Galam.  Thefe  things  well  af- 
certained,  credit  may  be  given  without  appre- 
henfion,  on  obferving,  however,  eight  princi¬ 
pal  precautions. 


i  ft.  The 
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i  ft.  The  Tapade’s  {laves  by  inheritance  are 
only  nominally  fo;  their  mafters  cannot  fell 
them  without  bringing  difhonour  upon  them- 
felves,  according  to  the  received  cuftoms  of 
the  country,  unlefs  they  be  confidered  as 
abandoned  charadters,  or  have  been  guilty  of 
fome  great  crime.  Brought  up  with  the  na¬ 
tives,  they  are  confidered  as  inhabitants,  and 
form  a  body  apart  in  the  colony.  They  have 
their  friends  and  relations  there,  who  would 
become  implacable  enemies  to  thole  who 
-fhould  endeavour  to  fell  them  ;  but  when  on 
account  of  any  crime  they  areexpofed  to  fale, 
the  inhabitants  readily  buy  them,  and  give  in 
exchange  Haves  of  a  greater  value. 

2dly.  Care  mu  ft  be  taken  to  fee  that  the 
(laves  which  come  from  Galam  be  not  mar¬ 
ried  to  Tapade’s  negroes,  for  in  that  cafe,  like 
the  former,  they  cannot  be  fold,  except  by 
their  mafters. 

3dly.  An  exadt  account  muft  be  kept  of 
the  time  given  for  payment,  the  goods  de¬ 
livered,  and  the  conditions  of  delivery. 

4thly.  Thole  bargains  ftiould  never  be  con¬ 
cluded  privately,  but  always  before  three  in¬ 
habitants  at  leaft. 
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5 thly .  They  muft  be  figned  by  the  mayor 
of  the  town,  who  is  at  the  fame  time  the 
chief  of  the  negroes,  and  alfo  by  the  fureties 
and  the  witneffes. 

6thly.  The  fureties  muft  confift  of  the 
neareft  relations  of  the  purchafer,  and  in 
their  default,  of  the  molt  wealthy  inhabi¬ 
tants. 

ythly.  As  foon  as  the  time  of  payment  ar¬ 
rives,  no  time  muft  be  loft,  otherwife  the 
fureties  and  witneffes  will  infift  upon  with¬ 
drawing  their  names,  alledging,  that  without 
their  knowledge,  other  bargains  have  been 
made  with  the  purchafer,  and  that  to  their 
detriment,  without  advifmg  with  them  ;  and 
that  thofe  engagements  having  been  made  in 
private,  they  are  therefore  releafed. 

8th ly.  It  is  advifeable,  though  not  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary,  to  make  fome  prefents  to  the 
mayor  of  the  town,  and  to  the  witneffes  to 
the  bargain,  if  one  would  remain  on  good 
terms  with  the  natives.  By  obferving  all 
thefe  precautions,  one  may  carry  on  with  the 
natives  a  traffic  on  credit  without  running 
any  rifk. 

If  the  articles  have  been  furnifhed  for  the 

voyage 
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voyage  of  Galam,  and  the  time  of  payment 
be  come,  whether  the  purchafer  return  or 
not,  whether  he  be  dead  of  fatigue,  or,  in 
order  to  avoid  payment,  remain  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  hoping  that  in  a  fhort  time  the  mer¬ 
chant  whom  he  charged  with  the  commifhon, 
will  either  die  or  be  obliged  to  return  to 
France  ;  in  this  cafe  the  greatell  care  mu  ft 
be  taken  that  the  Tapade’s  captives  do  not 
attend  on  their  mailer.  Whatever  good  opi¬ 
nion  we  may  have  of  the  integrity  of  an  in¬ 
habitant,  this  precaution  is  always  neceffary. 
If  it  fhould  happen  that  by  the  addrefs  of  the 
mailer,  the  Tapade’s  captives  fhould  have  ac¬ 
companied  him  in  his  voyage,  you  mull 
inflantlv,  without  ceremony  or  delay,  attack 
the  fureties  and  the  witneffes.  Without  this 
precaution  you  are  fare  to  lofe  all.  I11  this 
cafe  you  have  no  enemy  to  fear  ;  always  ob- 
ferving,  however,  not  to  fell  the  Tapade’s  flaves 
whom  you  may  have  got  into  your  hands, 
except  when  the  relations  of  the  abfent  pur¬ 
chafer,  or  the  other  inhabitants  Ihall  refufe  to 
redeem  them  by  an  equal  number  of  other 
flaves. 

Whoever  fhould  dare,  either  from  a  fpirit 

of 


278 


VOYAGES  TO  THE 


of  vengeance,  or  by  way  of  bravado,  to  embark 
the  Tapades  captives,  would  run  the  greateft 
rifk,  nor  could  he  efcape  being  ftabbed  or 
poifoned  but  by  miracle  :  at  the  beft  he 
would  be  fure  to  lofe  his  merchandize,  and  to 
be  reduced  to  flavery  among  the  negroes  or 
the  Moors. 

If  the  article  furnifhed  be  for  confumption, 
either  before,  or  for  the  voyage  of  Galam, 
a  different  arrangement  muft  be  adopted  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  time  and  mode  of  payment.  The 
term  of  the  credit  given  ought  to  be  fixed,  at 
furtheft,  at  a  month  before  the  Galam  expe- 
ditioji,  always  before  two  witneffes  and 
lu  reties,  who  fign  the  bargain  and  the  en¬ 
gagement  :  the  (i gnat u re  or  prefence  of  the 
mayor  of  the  town  is  alio  neceffary.  The 
moft  advantageous  period  of  payment  is  at 
the  termination  of  the  voyage  ;  becaufe  re¬ 
turns  may  then  be  made  to  Europe. 

When  the  term  of  payment  comes,  fhould 
the  inhabitant  neglect  to  pay,  a  complaint 
muft  be  preferred  before  the  mayor.  If  the 
creditor  content  to  allow  the  debtor  time  to 
enable  him  to  perform  the  voyage  to  Galam, 
either  becaufe  he  fhould  have  luftained  Ioffes, 
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and  it  fhould  appear  that  the  payment  would 
be  prejudicial  to  his  trade  and  means  of  exig¬ 
ence,  or  becaufe,  from  the  want  of  the  money 
or  goods  he  would  be  obliged  to  give,  he  would 
no  longer  have  it  in  his  power  to  procure  pitch, 
tar,  cordage,  and  fuch  other  articles  of  in- 
difpeniable  neceffity  for  the  above  voyage  ;  in 
that  cafe,  the  agreement  muff  be  annulled, 
and  a  fécond  drawn  up,  bearing  heavy  intereft, 
and  payable  at  his  return;  taking  care  to  ob- 
ferve  the  lame  precautions  as  before.  The 
intereft,  which  is  generally  fifty  per  cent,  is 
not  too  high,  confidering  that  the  creditor 
would  obtain  at  lea  ft  an  equal  advantage,  by 
undertaking  the  expedition  himfelf.  By  em¬ 
ploying  thefe  means  he  is  fure  to  be  paid 
when  it  is  at  an  end  ;  a  debt  thus  prolonged 
is  facred,  and  gives  the  right  of  feizing  the 
Tapade’s  (laves,  and  even  of  felling  them, 
without  exciting  the  murmurs  of  any  one.  On 
failure  of  payment  at  this  fécond  period,  the 
obligation  may  alio  be  negociated  ;  for  when 
all  thefe  precautions  have  been  taken,  it  is 
confidered  as  ready  money  by  the  inhabitants, 
who  are  fond  of  engagements  of  this  kind, 
efpecially  if  the  debtor  have  any  good  work¬ 
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men  among  his  Tapade’s  flaves  ;  who  would 
become  his  if  the  agreement  fhould  not  be 
fulfilled. 

If  the  goods  furnifhed  be  intended  to  faci¬ 
litate  the  Galam  voyage,  care  is  taken  to 
icttle  their  value,  and  the  profit  that  might 
be  obtained  if  the  perfon  furnifhing  them 
went  thither  himfelf.  Every  thing  muft  be 
fpecified  in  the  bargain  ;  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  merchandize  to  be  received 
in  return  muft  be  agreed  upon,  without  ally 
regard  to  the  future  price  of  the  colony. 
For  inftance,  if  the  article  amount  to  1200 
livres,  and  a  Have  be  then  worth  only  600, 
it  fiiall  be  expreffed  in  the  agreement,  two 
flaves,  or  fo  much  ivory,  or  to  much  gold, 
on  the  return  from  Galam.  So  that  fhould 
the  veffels  from  Europe  raife  the  price  of 
flaves,  the  debtor  will  be  obliged  to  pay,  not 
1200  livres  in  money,  but  two  flakes  in  kind, 
whatever  price  they  may  then  bear.  It  is 
true,  that  if  at  the  fame  period,  (laves  fhould 
be  worth  lefs  than  600  livres  a  piece,  the 
debtor  in  like  manner  would  be  obliged  to 
give  only  two,  to  obtain  a  difcharge.  But  as 
there  is  no  example  of  fuch  a  depreciation f 
he  who  fells  has  always  the  advantage. 
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If,  for  want  of  being  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  laws  of  the  colony,  a  man  have  the 
misfortune  to  fell  to  Tapade’s  captives,  think¬ 
ing  them  free  inhabitants,  he  muft  endeavour 
to  remedy  his  error  without  lofs  of  time,  by 
setting  their  mailers  to  be  anfwerable  for 
them  ;  but  in  thefe  caies  he  is  feldom  paid. 
Care  muft  alfo  be  taken  not  to  deal  with  the 
wives  of  the  inhabitants,  unlefs  for  ready 
money,  or  aftual  exchange  ;  without  that, 
all  would  be  loft.  The  rich  female  inhabi¬ 
tants,  who  carry  on  their  bulmefs  them- 
felves,  and  who  have  150  or  200  negroes 
belonging  to  them,  may  be  dealt  with  ;  but 
not  without  the  above-mentioned  precautions. 

A  perion  who  does  not  underiland  the 
Yolof  language  is  obliged  to  make  ufe  of 
negroes  as  interpreters,  whether  an  opportu¬ 
nity  offer  of  trading  with  the  negroes  of  the 
continent,  or  with  the  Moors.  In  this  cafe 
it  is  advifeable  for  him  to  have  {laves  of  his 
own,  who  underiland  the  language  of  thofe 
nations,  that  he  may  avoid  the  impofitions  of 
the  negroes  of  the  colony.  Thefe  (laves 
hope  that  their  cares  and  fervices,  will  one 
day  or  other  procure  them  their  liberty. 
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It  often  happens,  in  making  a  bargain, 
that  the  negro  interpreter  alks  a  higher  price 
than  he  who  fells,  becaufe  in  that  cafe,  be- 
fides  the  two  bars  he  has  a  right  to  for  the 
Have  bought  through  his  medium,  what  he 
demands  above  the  real  price  is  an  addition  to 
his  profit. 

He  who  has  no  Haves  of  his  own  fuffici- 
ently  well  informed,  would  do  well  to  have 
feveral  interpreters  among  the  negroes  he 
employs  as  day-labourers,  and  fliould  give 
them,  as  well  as  to  the  interpreter  appointed 
by  the  governor,  the  two  bars  for  the  bar¬ 
gain.  By  fo  doing  he  will  avoid  a  part  of 
the  tricks  and  impofitions,  to  which  he  is 
particularly  liable  when  dealing  with  Moors. 

A  bargain  concluded  by  one  of  thefe  in¬ 
terpreters  of  the  colony  with  the  elder  Flo- 
quet,  fufficiently  proves  the  impofition  1 
have  juft  fpoken  of.  The  Moors  alked  feven 
pieces  of  guinea-blues  for  each  Have  ;  the 
interpreter  told  Floquet  that  they  demanded 
nine,  and  he  agreed  to  give  them.  In  the 
evening:  the  Moors  fent  him  a  Have,  who 
came  at  a  moment  when  the  interpreter  was 
abfent.  On  receiving  him,  Floquet  gave 
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nine  pieces  of  guinea-blues,  having  in  the 
morning  paid  the  interpreter  for  feveral  others 
in  the  fame  manner.  The  Moors,  however, 
took  only  feven,  and  returned  the  other  two. 
This  difference  aftonifhed  Floquet  ;  he  fent 
for  a  little  negrefs  who  fpoke  Arabic,  and 
learned  from  her  that  the  Moors  afked  only 
feven  pieces  for  this  have,  being  what  they 
had  received  for  the  others  in  the  morning. 
The  Moors  preferred  their  complaint  of  this 
knavery  to  the  mayor  of  the  town  ;  Floquet 
laid  his  before  the  governor,  and  the  negro 
interpreter  was  publicly  punifhed. 

However  the  interpreter  may  cheat,  they 
muft  not  be  flighted,  unlefs  by  a  man  per¬ 
fectly  acquainted  with  the  country.  For 
when  they  fee  that  they  are  fufpeCted,  and 
that  their  difhonefly  is  known,  they  never 
fail  to  find  a  thoufand  reafons  to  infinuate 
into  the  minds  of  the  Moors,  by  way  of 
keeping  them  from  the  houfes  of  the  whites, 
of  whom  they  with  to  be  revenged.  To 
avoid  this  inconvenience,  it  is  neceflary  to 
have  negroes  paid  by  the  month,  who,  being 
difperfed  upon  the  continent,  give  notice  of 
the  moment  when  the  Moors  arrive  with 

their 
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their  captives.  The  traders  then  go  out  to 
meet  them,  and  it  feldom  happens  that  the 
bargain  is  not  immediately  concluded. 

Nor  mud  it  be  forgot  to  treat  thefe  favages 
with  the  politeft  regard,  and  to  quit  every  oc¬ 
cupation  when  they  arrive.  The  captains  of 
Ihips  who  are  frequently  wanting  in  thofe  at¬ 
tentions  which  they  expedt,  feldom  fucceed  in 
the  négociations  they  undertake.  For  the 
Moors,  humiliated  at  feeing  themfelves  in  a 
manner  defpifed,  chufe  rather  to  repair  to  the 
houfes  of  thofe  whites,  who,  accuftomed  to 
their  ufages,  always  receive  them  with  kindnefs* 
The  precautions  here  recommended  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  Moors,  hold  good  as  to  the  ne¬ 
groes;  it  is,  however,  to  be  obferved,  in  trad¬ 
ing  with  the  latter,  that  they  never  take  in¬ 
terpreters;  being  fure  of  finding  negroes  of 
their  nation  in  the  houfes  of  the  whites,  they 
go  thither  without  precaution  ;  debate  the 
bargain  perfonally  ;  and  take  immediate  pof- 
feflion  of  the  articles  agreed  upon. 

Whether  dealing  with  the  Moors,  or  with 
the  negroes  of  whatever  nation,  it  is  neceffary 
to  have  a  room  called  the  palabre ,  in  other 
words,  an  apartment  in  which  there  are 
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neither  goods  nor  furniture;  other  wife  there 
would  be  great  danger  of  theft. 

The  palabre s  often  laid  two  hours,  and  dur¬ 
ing  all  that  time,  the  people  who  follow  the 
principals,  fcrutinize  every  corner  with  their 
eves,  to  fee  if  it  be  poffible  to  Heal,  while 
the  bargain  for  goods  or  flaves  is  making. 

They  never  agree  upon  the  fir  ft  interview; 
they  are  délirons  of  feeing  whether  the  mer¬ 
chandize  of  the  other  houles  be  not  of  a  better 
quality,  or  eafier  purchafe. 

If  they  be  negroes,  they  are  plied  with 
liquor;  for,  though  Mahometans,  they  will 
accept  annifeed  water,  or  brandy.  They 
drink  till  they  lofe  their  reafon,  and  then  ftrike 
their  bargains.  If  Moors,  fugar  and  water 
is  given  them  at  diferetion,  and  lometimes 
brandy  ;  although  followers  of  Mahomet  alio, 
they  will  not  refute  it,  particularly  the 
princes. 

It  lometimes  happens  that  they  are  regaled 
in  vain  :  it  is  therefore  prudent  in  the  mer¬ 
chant  who  is  dealing  with  them,  to  give  them 
nothing  to  drink  until  he  is  nearly  fure  of 

O  j 

coming  to  an  agreement. 

O  O 

As  thefe  people  generally  practife  hofpita- 
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lit  y,  they  eat  and  drink  at  the  houfes  of  the 
whites  without  any  fenfe  of  obligation,  be- 
caufe  in  their  place,  they  would  treat  as 
willingly  as  they  iufrer  themfelves  to  be 
treated. 

The  Poules  feldom  or  never  bring  their 
captives  to  file  ;  they  carry  their  commodities 
to  the  colony,  but  they  will  not  drink.  Their 
palabres  are  of  fhorter  duration  ;  and  when 
they  fee  any  merchandize  that  fuits  them, 
they  give  in  exchange  the  money  they  have 
procured  at  the  colonv,  by  felling  their  mil¬ 
let,  ikins,  elephants  teeth,  &c.  Iron  and 
wool  are  the  articles,  the  want  of  which  draws 
them  to  the  colony. 

Trade  with  this  nation  is  carried  on  at  Sene¬ 
gal  only  from  January  to  June  ;  and  hence 
it  is,  that  after  that  period,  it  becomes  need- 
lefs  to  fend  out  iron,  thefe  people  being  the 
principal  confumers.  They  make  their 
other  purchafes  in  the  voyage  of  Galam,  as 
well  as  jimong  the  Saracolets,  the  Saltiquets, 
and  the  Moors  fettled  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
river. 

There  are  three  modes  of  making  this 
voyage  ;  nor  has  it  yet  been  decided  which  of 

the 
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the  three  is  the  beft.  The  fir  ft  and  moft 
praftifed  bvEuropeans  is,  to  enter  into  an  en¬ 
gagement  with  a  negro  inhabitant,  who  pur- 
pofes  undertaking  the  expedition.  In  this  cale, 
the  number  of  bars  he  is  to  receive  for  each 
Have  is  agreed  upon  ;  or  elle  a  bargain  is 
made  by  the  great,  and  he  is  allowed  120  or 
130  bars,  fometimes  more,  according  to  cir- 
eumftances.  He  requires  full  bars,  among 
which  he  infifts  upon  eight  pieces  of  guinea- 
blues.  He  then  becomes  anlwerable  for  all 
events,  and  the  Gal  am  voyage  is  at  his  own 
rilk  and  peril.  If  it  prove  unfuccefsfui,  his 
Tapade’s  captives,  to  whom  the  creditor’s 
rights  extend,  aie  his  fecurity. 

In  the  lecond  manner,  the  inhabitant  will 
be  content  with  100  full  bars,  but  is  not 
anfwerable  for  events  or  mortality. 

The  firft  of  thefe  two  modes  is  without 
dilpute  the  more  advantageous,  although  the 
have  is  purchafed  at  a  dearer  rate.  In  either 
way  the  negro  is  a  great  gainer,  even  though 
fome  loftes  fhould  attend  his  expedition. 

The  third  motive,  which  is  to  perform  it 
in  perfon,  would  doubtlefs  be  preferable  to 
the  other  two,  if  the  whites  could  fupport 
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fo  laborious  a  voyage  ;  but  as  they  almoft  all 
fall  lick,  the  negroes  avail  themfelves  of  it. 
All  the  faults,  and  all  the  misfortunes  fall 
upon  the  whites,  and  all  the  profit  goes  to 
the  negroes.  The  only  advantage  that  can 
be  derived  from  going  there  is  a  knowledge 

O  O  o 

of  the  value  of  merchandize  upon  the  river, 
which  enables  the  trader  to  avoid  the  impo- 
fitions  of  the  negroes  in  making  out  their 
accounts  in  future  voyages. 

Several  whites  have  tried  a  fourth  manner  ; 
that  is,  to  freight  a  veffel  themfelves,  and 
lend,  at  their  own  expence,  an  inhabitant 
charged  with  the  care  of  their  intereft. 

This  mode  is  more  produclive  than  the 
others  ;  but  the  profits  mud:  be  fhared  with 
the  captain,  who  brings  to  account  nothing 
but  full  bars,  and  takes  the  fait  for  himfelf  ; 
always  affirming  that  he  has  been  obliged  to 
throw  it  overboard,  on  preffiug  occafions,  or 
for  fome  other  reafons,  of  which  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  prove  the  falfity.  This  is  the  mode 
the  negroes  like  the  heft,  being  lure  of  gain¬ 
ing  in  expeditions  of  this  kind. 

However,  though  they  thieve  as  much  as 
they  can,  it  is  fill  the  mod:  advantageous  of 
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all  to  the  trader.  To  infure  fuccefs  it  is  only 
necefiary  to  find  the  lead;  rafically  negro,  and 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  value  of  goods 
upon  the  river. 

The  voyage  to  Galam  is  the  bed  in  point 
of  profit,  though  the  moft  dangerous  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  trouble  and  fatigue  that  inceffantly 
attend  upon  the  adventurer. 

It  muft  be  obferved  that  there  are  articles 
at  the  colony,  of  which  the  price  is  fixed, 
and  which  cannot  be  refufed  in  payment  of 
the  expences  of  the  above  voyage. 

Such,  at  lead,  was  the  cudom  from  the 
fird  exidence  of  the  colony  to  1785,  when  I 
undertook  myfelf  to  trade  to  Galam.  Their 
price  and  currency  is  invariable  ;  but  all  arti¬ 
cles,  not  included  in  the  note  fubjoined,  may 
be  rejected,  although  articles  of  trade.  "The 
cudom  at  Goree  is  totally  different  :  there 
the  value  of  bars  is  fettled  in  money,  and  never 
in  goods. 

The  following  are  the  articles  which,  at 
Senegal,  have  always  the  lame  value,  and 
which  cannot  be  refufed  in  payment. 

Bars.  French  money. 

A  piece  of  guinea-blue  -  10  50  livres. 

An  ordinary  mulket  -  6  30 

Two 
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Bars.  French  money. 

1  5  livres. 

1  5 

1  5 

1  5 


Two  pounds  of*  powder  - 
One  hundred  mufket-flints 
One  hundred  mulket-balls 
Four  quires  of  paper 
Four  wedges  of  Swedifh 
iron,  two  inches  and  a 
half  broad,  nine  inches 
long,  and  feven  or  eight 
lines  thick,  weighing 
together  141b.  -  1  5 

TV.  B.  French  Weight  and  meafure. 

A  handfome  mulket 
fometimes  accepted 
for  -  -  -  10  50 


I  do  not  pretend  to  fay  that  thefe  goods  arc 
of  the  value  I  rate  them  at  here  in  French 
money  ;  but  only  that  they  pafs  for  that  va¬ 
lue  at  the  colony  of  Senegal.  As  it  never 
varies,  no  difpute  arifes  from  tendering 
them. 

Fourteen  pounds  of  non,  even  when  not 
cut  into  wedges,  are  not  refufed  ;  but  it  is 
moft  advantageous  to  give  them  cut,  as  by 
that  method  a  pound  in  a  bar  is  faved,  which, 
in  a  quantity,  produces  a  very  great  profit. 

The 
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The  bar  is  an  imaginary  money,  in  goods 
only,  and  not  in  cafh.  This  obfervation  fuf- 
fices  to  make  known  the  différence  between 
full  and  fmall  bars.  A  bar  counting  for  five 
livres,  the  inhabitant  has  a  greater  profit,  or 
rather  fuffers  lefs  lofs  in  taking  a  piece  of 
guinea-blue  for  ten  bars,  than  one  hundred 
muiket-flints,  two  pounds  of  powder,  or  two 
pounds  of  tobacco  for  a  bar.  The  difference 
is  evident  enough. 

Four  pieces  of  twenty-four  fous  make  a 
bar  at  Senegal.  At  Goree  the  bar  confifts  of 
four  pieces  of  twenty-four  fous,  and  one  of 
fix.  At  Senegal  the  dollar  pâlies  only  for  a 
bar. 

At  Goree  fix  fous  are  added  to  the  dollar  to 
make  up  a  bar.  The  French  crown  there, 
as  well  as  at  Senegal,  is  worth  a  bar  and  a 
fifth  ;  but  in  the  river  Salum  a  bar  is  only 
equal  to  a  dollar. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  pay  and  expences  of 
the  Galam  voyage,  I  think  it  fitting  to  give 
a  note  of  the  articles  current  in  the  Have- 
trade,  and  of  thofe  that  ferve  only  for  the 
confumption  of  the  inhabitants  of  both  co¬ 
lonies. 
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Genera l ' Jlatement  of  J'uch  merchandize  as  îs  ne- 
cejfary  to  carry  on  trade  in  the  river  of  Sene¬ 
gal ,  Gorce ,  &c. 

FIRST  Article.  Guinea-blues  of  India,  of 
a  fine  texture,  a  deep  blue,  approaching  to 
black.  This  article  is  moft  neceffary  at  Se¬ 
negal,  either  for  the  gum  or  the  flave-trade, 
with  the  Moors.  The  fineft  fort  produce 
the  greateft  profit. 

Such  guinea-blues  as  are  manufactured  at 
Rouen,  or  other  parts  of  France,  fhould  be 
rejected,  for  the  Moors  will  not  buy  them. 

2,  and  3.  Single  and  double-barrelled 
mulkets,  four  feet  eight  and  nine  inches  in 
length,  large  bore,  bronzed  and  gilt,  light 
flock  and  filver  plate.  Thefe  arms  are  pur- 
chafed  by  the  Moors,  as  alfo  in  the  Galam 
trade,  for  the  Saracolets  of  the  caravans. 
They  begin  to  be  in  requeft  among  the  Yolof 
negroes. 

O 


4.  Am- 
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4.  Ammunition-mufkets,  called  trade- 
mulkets,  without  bayonets,  with  wooden 
ram-rods,  are  good  articles  of  trade  for  ne¬ 
groes  in  general  ;  mounted  with  iron  for 
Senegal  and  up  the  river  ;  but  with  copper 
for  Goree  and  the  neighbouring  country. 

5.  Buccaneer  mulkets,  five  feet  four  inches 
high,  and  proof,  if  poffible.  This  article  is 
much  in  requefl  among  the  negroes.  It  has 
no  current  value  in  trade,  but  is  lold  for 
more  or  lefs  bars,  according  to  the  quality 
and  quantity  that  happens  to  be  in  the  co¬ 
lony. 

6.  Holder  piidols,  fingle  and  double-bar¬ 
relled  ;  this  article  is  in  very  little  demand. 
The  brace  of  piftols  is  eftimated  as  a  muf- 
ket. 

7.  Cutlafies,  with  red  fcabbards,  of  no  ufe 
to  the  Moors,  but  in  much  demand  among 
the  negroes. 

8.  Flcmifh  knives,  with  copper  chapes  ; 
ufelefs  at  Bengal,  but  l'aleable  at  Goree  ;  they 
are  ufed  as  poniards. 

9.  and  10.  Mulket-balls.  An  article  in 
great  demand  among  the  Moors  and  negroes. 

11,  and  12.  Flints,  fine  and  coarie  ;  fine 
for  the  Moors,  and  coarie  for  the  negroes. 

13.  Englifh 
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13.  Englifh  clafp-knives  ;  the  beft  poffible  ; 
they  only  fell  in  proportion  to  their  quality. 
A  mod:  ufeful  article  among  the  Moors  ; 
they  make  ufe  of  them  to  bleed  their  cattle. 

14.  Swedifh  iron-plates,  without  flaws, 
two  inches  four  lines  in  width,  feven  lines 
thick,  for  Senegal. 

15.  French-iron  plates,  one  inch  four 
lines  in  width,  three  or  four  lines  thick  ;  a 
çood  article  for  Goree.  Thefe  two  articles 

O 

are  effentially  neceffary,  and  may  be  taken 
in  the  greatefl  quantity  poffible  ;  they  are 
fold  to  advantage  from  the  month  of  Febru¬ 
ary  to  the  month  of  June  inclufively  ;  but 
afterwards  are  almofl:  ufelefs. 

16.  Dollars;  a  thing  of  the  firfl:  confe- 
quence  at  Goree,  and  without  which  it  is 
im poffible  to  trade;  at  Senegal,  however, 
they  can  be  difpenfed  with. 

1  7.  Coarfe  linens,  called  plat  dies. 

18.  Brittany  linens. 

19.  Common  printed  cottons. 

20.  Englifh  wool,  red,  yellow,  and  green, 
all  of  a  good  dye  ;  the  quality  fhould  be  ex¬ 
cellent  ;  there  lhould  be  but  little  green  and 
yellow.  This  article  is  extremely  profitable, 

particularly 
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particularly  at  Senegal  ;  it  is  fold  all  the 
year  round,  but  the  brilkeft  time  of  fale  is  in 
January  and  February,  at  the  return  from 
Galam  ;  and  June  and  July,  when  prepara¬ 
tions  are  making  for  that  voyage. 

21.  Red  and  yellow  ferges. 

22.  London  fcarlet  cloth  ;  it  is  adapted 
to  their  tafle,  and  is  always  neceffary  for  the 
trade. 

23.  Brandy,  for  Senegal,  Galam,  and  Go- 
ree;  the  Moors  and  the  Poules  do  not  con- 
fume  any. 

24.  Stout  paper. 

25.  Virginia  tobacco. 

26.  Silver  bells,  proper  for  Galam. 

27.  Silver  mortottes ,  not  very  neceffary. 

28.  Silver  hand-bells,  unneceffary  at  Sene¬ 
gal,  but  proper  for  Goree. 

29.  Copper  bafons,  for  Goree  and  the 
Poules. 

30.  Cloves. 

31.  Small  fcilfars. 

32.  Small  padlocks. 

33.  Steels  to  flrike  light. 

34.  Combs,  of  wood  or  box. 

35.  Tin  tobacco-boxes,  painted. 

36.  Snuff- 
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36.  Snuff-b.oxes,  lined  with  lead, 

37.  Small  looking- glaffes. 

All  thefe  are  current  articles  of  trade,  as 
well  as  the  glafs  and  bead  branch,  which 
varies  according  to  the  time  of  the  year,  and 
the  quantity  at  market. 


CHAP.  II. 

Articles  of  glafs  and  beads ,  which  are  always  in 
demand. 

FIRST  Article.  Amber,  No.  2,  3,  and  4, 
proper  in  the  Galam  voyage  for  the  purchafe 
of  gold. 

2.  Fine  coral,  from  eight  to  nine  lines  in 
length,  three  lines  in  diameter,  and  very 
clear.  At  Galam  this  article  goes  for  its 
weight  in  gold.  Coral  of  a  fmaller  fize  may 
meet  with  a  market,  but  the  very  fmall  fort 
will  fcarcely  find  a  purchafer. 

3.  Round  cornelians,  cut,  and  very  tran- 
fparent  ;  an  article  of  no  value  at  Senegal, 
but  of  the  firft  necefiity  at  Goree. 


4, Black 
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4.  Black  point  ;  an  article  quite  ufelefs 
at  Senegal.  There  are  upwards  of  twenty  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds,  which  are  all  in  demand  at  Go- 
ree,  &c. 

5.  Tobacco  pipes,  an  inch  long.  This 
ware  is  fold  to  advantage  only  among  the 
Poules.  Deputies  from  Doumons  requeued 
me  not  to  have  them  cut  fo  fhort,  as  in  that 
cafe  they  were  no  better  than  pebbles  ;  for 
this  reafon  it  is  that  I  prefcribe  their  length. 

6.  Drinking-glades,  yellow,  green,  black, 
and  white.  The  two  lorts  mod;  in  requeft 
are  the  black  and  white.  This  dafs-ware 

O 

fells  extremely  well  at  Senegal,  and  in  the 
following  proportions  ;  one  half  in  white,  a 
quarter  black,  one  eighth  green,  and  the  fame 
proportion  of  yellow. 

7.  Affortments  of  mock  cry  dial.  Small 
ones  do  not  fell.  They  mud:  be  of  a  middle 
dze,  white,  or  rather  of  a  glafs  colour.  Azure 
coloured  crydal  is  alfo  much  in  requed.  This 
kind  of  glafs-ware  ferves  the  negroes  for  the 
purchafe  of  millet,  poultry,  game,  fifh,  dec. 
There  is  a  great  confumption  of  it,  and  if 
care  be  taken  to  chufe  the  larger  fort,  too 
much  cannot  be  had.  This  article  produces 

always 
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always  an  immenfe  profit,  even  in  times  leafl 
advantageous. 

8.  Pigeons  eggs  of  the  fort  called  tourne - 
culs ,  white  and  blue. 

9.  Pebbles,  white,  black,  and  red.  This 
is  the  moft  current  kind  of  glals-ware.  It  is 
ufeful  among  the  Yolof  nation  to  purchafe 
millet,  fait,  &c.  The  Moors  and  the  negro 
inhabitants  of  the  interior  part  of  the  country, 
hold  that  commodity  in  high  eftimation. 

10.  Snow-white,  round  and  cut  out  in  the 
form  of  barley-corns  is  preferred  at  Senegal. 
This  article  is  more  beneficial  than  even 
amber  or  coral  ;  but  too  great  a  flock  fhould 
not  be  laid  in;  for  in  fuch  cafes,  it  lowers  the 
market,  as  it  is  not  a  commodity  of  the  firfl 
neceffity. 

1 1.  White  agate;  it  is  fufficient  to  provide 
a  fmall  quantity  only  of  this  article,  as  it  is 
not  produdtive.  It  is  even  fold  at  a  lofs,  but 
is  necefifary  to  complete  the  affortment  of  glafs 
wares. 

12.  Mock  coral  ;  an  article  in  great  requefl 
at  Goree,  but  not  faleable  at  Senegal. 

13.  Mock  garnets,  for  the  trade  of  Goree 
and  the  neighbouring  country  only, 

14. 
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34.  Mock  coral  beads.  This  fpecies  of 
glafs-ware,  though  very  beautiful,  does  not 
however  pafs  in  the  Have  trade  ;  it  fells  only 
among  the  inhabitants  of  Senegal  and  Goree, 
and  is  one  of  the  moft  effential  articles  of 
coration  in  the  drefs  of  their  young  wo¬ 
men. 

The  fourteen  articles  above-mentioned  form 
forty-four  different  kinds  of  glafs-ware,  which 
have  all  a  currency  in  either  colony  ;  but  the 
affortments  muft  be  made  up  according  to 
the  greater  or  lefs  demand  for  them  ;  for 
fome  of  them  may  be  difpenfed  with,  while 
others  are  abfolutely  neceffary. 

The  above-mentioned  articles  of  glafs- 
ware,  which  of  themfelves  are  nothing,  fince 
their  value  is  only  ideal  and  momentary,  are 
neverthelefs  indifpenfibly  neceffary  in  order 
to  trade  to  advantage.  One  may  trade  indeed 
without  them,  but  then  one  lofes  the  benefit 
of  the  fmall  bars  in  the  river  expeditions  :  for 
example,  a  bundle  of  fnow-  white  makes  four 
bars  at  the  colony,  and  eight  at  Galam.  In  1785, 
the  bundle  coft  me  in  France  53  fous,  being 
compofed  of  forty  firings.  At  Senegal  the 
bundle  is  only  of  ten  firings  ;  in  the  river  and  at 

Galam, 
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Galam,  it  is  only  between  three  and  five,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  fc  arcity or  abundance  of  glafs- 
ware  ;  for  this  reafon  it  is  that  one  fhould 
have  good  affortments  without  having  too 
much  of  any  one  article,  for  the  defire  of 
gain  is  but  too  apt  to  make  us  take  a  greater 
quantity  than  we  can  fell.  By  following 
this  mode,  a  perfon  will  always  derive  a  very 
confiderable  benefit  from  his  capital,  and  after 
a  fhort  relidence  at  Senegal,  he  will  always  be 
able  to  get  the  money  neceffary  to  carry  on 
as  extcnfive  a  traffic  as  he  may  with. 


CHAP.  III. 

Articles  of  confumption  and  of  advantageous 
file  for  the  inhabitants  of  Goree  and  Senegal , 
but  vchich  are  not  marketable  in  the  / lave 
trade. 

1 .  Bordeaux  wines. 

2.  Anifeed  water. 

3.  Flour  in  barrels. 

4.  Dried  fruits. 

5.  Sugar  plumbs  and  conferves. 

6.  Negroes  hats. 


7.  Red 
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7.  Red  flippers,  with  a  few  green  and 
yellow. 

8.  Sailors  linen  trowfers. 

9.  Sailors  blue  fhirts. 

10.  Large  knives. 

1 1 .  Large  fciRars. 

1 2.  An  affortment  of  files. 

13.  An  affortment  of  hammers. 

14.  Watches,  Reel  fprings. 

15.  Silks  of  good  quality,  and  of  divers 
forts. 

16.  Axes  of  the  firR  quality.  They  are 
neceffary  in  every  houfehold. 

1 7.  Adzes,  and  carpenters  tools. 

1  8.  Planes,  and  joiners  tools. 

19.  Pens  and  ink. 

20.  PoR-paper 

2 1 .  Sealing  wax. 

22.  Common  linens. 

23.  Common  printed  cottons  go  in  ex¬ 
change  for  Raves  at  Goree. 

24.  Mafulipatan  handkerchiefs. 

25.  Blue  and  fcarlet  cloth. 

26.  Light  Ruffs  for  waiRcoats. 

27.  EngliRi  needles. 

28.  Silver  buckles. 


29.  Pots 
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29.  Pots  of  pomatum. 

30.  Rolls  of  pomatum. 

31.  Various  perfumer 

32.  Drinking  glafles,  flat  bottomed. 

33.  Lanterns. 

34.  Small  fhot.  It  is  current  in  the  Have 
trade. 

35.  Black  pepper  and  fpices. 

36.  Funnels,  coffee-pots,  and  meafures. 

37.  Weights,  fcales,  drachms,  grains,  &c. 

38.  Plate  copper,  for  the  Moors. 

All  the  foregoing  articles  are  to  be  advan- 
tageoufly  difpofed  of  on  the  return  from  Ga- 
lam.  The  inhabitant  then  denies  himfelf 
nothing  ;  but  at  the  beginning  of  the  voyage 
thefe  articles  are  ufelefs.  They  fhould  there¬ 
fore  be  only  confidered  as  neceflary,  and  pro¬ 
vided  in  fmall  quantities.  A  perlon  would 
be  very  much  difappointed  fhould  he  reA  the 
benefit  of  his  voyage  on  thole  articles  which 
are  not  vendible  but  on  the  return  from  Ga- 
lam.  On  the  contrary,  when  a  veflel  fails 
from  France  with  a  view  of  arriving  at  the 
colony  by  the  end  of  May,  it  is  then  proper 
to  bring  the  neceflary  articles  of  traffic,  and 
not  the  flaple  articles  of  the  Have  trade. 

1.  Deal 
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1.  Deal  boards,  ten  feet  long,  from  nine  to 

ten  inches  wide,  and  an  inch  thick. 

2.  Oak  planks  for  (hipping. 

3.  Nails. 

4.  Pitch  and  tar. 

5.  White  lead  and  verdegreafe. 

6.  Canvas. 

7.  Oars. 

8.  Old  ropes  and  oakum. 

9.  Grappling  irons  and  anchors. 

10.  All  the  articles  necelfary  to  facilitate 
the  means  of  performing  the  voyage  to  Galam, 
which  is,  as  it  were,  the  harveft  of  all  thefe 
countries.  Then  the  negro  proprietors  can¬ 
not  indulge  themfelves  in  fanciful  purchafes. 
Whereas  on  the  return  from  thence,  the 
hopes  of  being  employed  by  the  Europeans, 
either  in  the  river  trade  or  at  the  colony;  the 
diftance  of  the  next  voyage  to  Galam  ;  the 
want  and  toils  they  have  undergone  in  that 
they  have  juft  performed  ;  the  money  or  the 
goods  they  have  received  in  payment,  all 
concur  in  tempting  them  to  procure  what¬ 
ever  would  gratify  their  defires.  They  bar¬ 
gain  little,  and  readily  pay  as  long  as  their 
money  la  fits.  If  credit  be  given  them,  it  is 

difficult 
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difficult  to  obtain  payment.  Recourfe  mull; 
in  l'uch  cafe  be  had  to  the  law,  and  a  man  is 
then  conlidered  as  the  enemy  of  the  whole 
colony. 


C  H  A  P.  IV. 


Value  of  articles  for  the  fave  trade  at  Senegal , 
and  their  value  on  the  river  and  at  Galam , 
beyond  Podor. 


At  Senegal. 

On  the  river. 

bars. 

livres. 

bars. 

livres. 

A  piece  of  guinea-blue  10 

5° 

8 

40 

A  double  barrelled  muiket  20 

100 

1 6 

80 

A  lingle  barrelled  muiket. 

bell  quality  -  10 

5° 

8 

40 

A  common  muiket  -  6 

3° 

8 

40 

A  buccaneer  muiket  10 

5° 

10 

5° 

A  brace  of  holller  pilbols, 

lms;le  barrelled  -  6 

3° 

8 

40 

A  brace  of  double  bar- 

relied  ditto  —  16 

80 

16 

80 

A  common  cutlafs  -  1 

5 

2 

10 

Two  pound  of  gunpowder  1 

5 

4 

20 

A  hundred  muiket  balls  1 

5 

2 

10 

A  piece  of  coarfe  linen  -  2 

10 

4 

20 

A  piece 
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At  Senegal.  On  the  river, 
bars,  livres.  bars,  livres. 


A  piece  of  Brittany,  linen 

3  1 

5 

4 

20 

Four  quire  of  paper 

Two  pound  of  Virginia 

i 

5 

i 

5 

tobacco  — 

i 

5 

3 

'3 

Ten  fmall  looking- glaffes 

i 

5 

IO 

5° 

Ten  fnuff-boxes  - - - 

i 

5 

IO 

5° 

Ten  Heels  for  ftriking  fire 

i 

5 

5 

25 

Ten  fmall  knives  — 

i 

5 

5 

25 

Ten  box  combs  — 

i 

5 

5 

25 

Four  Englifh  clafp  knives 

i 

5 

4 

20 

An  eighth  of  fcarlet  cloth 

i 

5 

2 

IO 

Four  ounces  of  wool 

i 

5 

4 

20 

Four  quarts  of  brandy 

i 

5 

4 

20 

The  produce  of  the  glafs- 

-ware 

befides  muff 

be  eftimated,  which  in  the 

river 

trade 

,is 

foûr 

times  the  value  of  its  currency  at  Senegal» 
Another  great  advantage  arifes  from  the  arti¬ 
cles  of  glafs-ware  and  fuch  trifles  as  looking- 
glaffes,  &c.  being  what  are  called  low  bars, 
nor  is  it  aftonifhing  that  the  inhabitants  when 
going  to  Galam  will  not  receive  them  as  fufl 
bars,  unlefs  they  be  furnifhed  at  the  colony 
price,  and  even  when  they  afford  a  very  con- 
fiderable  profit. 


CHAR 
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CHAP  V. 

Directions  for  a  vcjfel  bound  to  Gal  am ,  with  a 
view  of  pur  chafing  an  hundred faves  at  leaft. 
Precautions  neceffary  as  to  the  veffel  ;  amount 
of  duties  previous  to  trading  ;  expences  of 
the  crew  and  negroes  on  the  return  from 
thence . 

IN  the  fird  place,  as  to  the  veffel,  fhe 
muff  be  well  barricaded,  three  feet  above  the 
deck,  with  flout  planks  mufket  proof  ;  all 
communication  between  the  hold  and  cabin 
muff  be  cut  off  ;  there  muff  be  two  good 
boats  to  lighten  and  tow  the  fliip,  according 
as  occafion  may  require,  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  river.  She  fhould  be  well  armed  to 
be  able  to  refifl  in  cafe  of  an  attack.  Every 
man  of  the  crew  fhould  have  a  mufket,  and 
cutlafs.  Fifty  pair  of  fetters  are  fufficient  for 
the  flaves,  being  almofl  all  Banbaras,  from 
whom  no  revolt  is  to  be  apprehended,  and 
who  are  feldom  put  in  irons  ;  they  are  necef¬ 
fary  however,  for  the  criminals,  whom  the 
Saracolet  nation,  inftead  of  putting  to  death, 

fell 
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fell  to  the  Europeans.  Thefe  latter  cannot 
be  too  much  guarded  againft  :  it  would  even 

O  O 

be  advifeable,  if  poffible,  to  feparate  them 
from  the  Banbaras,  a  mild  nation,  but  capa¬ 
ble  of  recurring  to  the  moft  dreadful  extre¬ 
mities,  when  heated  by  paffion. 

A  captain  fhould  be  had  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  working  of  the  fhip,  the  river,  and 
the  language  of  the  nations  among  which  it 
is  intended  to  trade. 

The  mate  ought,  if  poffible,  to  have  the 
qualifications  of  the  captain,  one  being  em¬ 
ployed  in  trading  on  fhore,  while  the  other 
remaining  on  board,  fhould  be  able  to  trade 
there,  work  the  fhip,  diredt  the  courfe,  take 
care  of  the  flaves,  and  keep  up  good  order 
among  the  crew. 

There  muft  alfo  be  five  gourmets,  namely, 
two  to  adt  as  fteerfmen,  one  as  carpenter, 
one  as  failmaker,  and  one  as  boatfwain  :  the 
laft  is  called  linguiff.  They  all  pafs  for  gour¬ 
mets,  that  is  negro  officers,  live  together, 
and  receive  the  fame  pay. 

Twenty  four  laptots,  or  negro  failors. 

Four  pileufes  to  pound  the  millet,  and 
drefs  the  vidtuals,  and  as  many  rapaffes  as 

offer 
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offer  their  fervices,  no  matter  what  be  then 
age.  Thefe  rapafles  are  negro  children,  who 
undertake  the  voyage  gratis,  with  a  view  of 
making  themfelves  acquainted  with  the  river, 
and  the  languages  of  the  nations  on  its  banks. 
They  are  of  great  ufe  on  all  occafions,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  be  refufed,  efpecially 
as  their  food  being  taken  from  the  general 
allowance,  they  coft  the  owner  nothing,  and 
afe  of  the  greateft  utility  to  his  enterprife. 

Expences  of  a  yeffel  trading  to  Galam  for  a 
hundred  flaves.  fhe  duties  as  paid  in  178 5. 
The  voyage  of  fve  entire  months. 

Bars.  Livre*. 

The  captain,  his  pay  is  fixtcen 
bars  per  month.  He  is  allowed 
befides  a  bottle  of  wine  a  day, 
which  amounts  to  four  bars  per 
month.  Five  months  make  100  500 

The  mate  at  eight  bars  per 
month,  a  bottle  of  wine  or  brandy 
per  week,  an  expence  equal  to  one 
bar  per  month,  and  making  in  all 
nine  bars  per  month  Five  months  45  225 


Carried  over  145  725 
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Bars. 

Livres. 

Brought  over 

The  boatfwain,  five  bars  per 
month,  and  one  for  wine,  make 

*4  5 

725 

for  five  months 

The  two  fteerfmen,  the  carpen¬ 
ter,  and  the  fail- maker,  the  fame 

30 

*5° 

pay  as  the  boatfwain 

Twenty  four  laptots  at  three 
bars  per  month,  for  five  months 

120 

600 

make  - 

360 

1800 

The  allowance  of  fait,  which 
in  1785  cofl  a  bar  per  barrel  at 
the  colony,  mufl  alfo  be  reckoned 
the  whole  free  of  freight  up  the 
river 


The  captain  four  barrels 

4 

20 

The  mate  two  barrels 

2 

10 

The  boatfwain  two  barrels 

2 

10 

The  four  gourmets  one  and  half 
barrel  each 

6 

3° 

Twenty-four  laptots  a  barrel 
each 

24 

120 

Four  pileufes  half  a  barrel  each 

2 

10 

Total  expence  of  the  crew 

755 

377  5 

It 


3io 
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It  mu  ft  be  obferved  that  the  barrel  of  fait 
is  the  barrel  of  Bordeaux,  and  fait  is  an  eflen- 
tial  article  for  the  negroes  who  go  up  to 
Galam.  It  muft  be  carried  for  them  free  of 
freight,  as  well  as  the  articles  they  procure 
in  return.  They  would  not  undertake  the 
voyage  without  conditions,  for  fait  ferves 
them  to  buy  pagns,  wooden  mortars  to 
pound  their  millet,  tobacco,  dry  kidney 
beans,  and  a  thoufand  other  articles,  which 
are  of  indifpenfable  neceflity  to  them,  and 
highly  ufeful  in  their  houfe-keeping.  Thofe 
who  do  not  ftand  in  need  of  fuch  articles, 
fell  their  fait  for  gold,  at  a  dearer  or  cheaper 
rate,  according  to  the  wants  of  the  Saraco- 
lets,  fix,  feven,  and  even  eight  drachms  per 
barrel.  The  gold  fells  at  Senegal  for  two 
bars  a  drachm,  that  is  ten  livres  ;  the  barrel  of 
fait  is  consequently  worth  to  the  laptots  60, 
70,  or  80  livres,  according  to  the  variation 
of  circumftances.  It  even  produces  them 
more,  when  they  difpofe  of  it  to  procure 
the  above-mentioned  articles.  It  is  not  then 
to  be  wondered  at  if  all  the  negroes  fet  fo 
high  a  value  on  this  commodity. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Expences  for  the  prov fions  of  a  crew  as  above . 

A  meafure  of  meal  is  neceflary  for  each 
perfon  of  the  crew  every  day,  making  35 
meafures,  which,  multiplied  by  30,  for  each 
month,  of  a  voyage  of  fve,  amount  to  5,250 
meafures  of  millet. 

Half  a  pound  of  meat  for  each  laptot,  and 
pileufe,  a  pound  each  for  the  gourmets  ;  a 
pound  and  a  half  each  for  the  captain  and 
mate,  make  22  pounds  of  meat  per  day,  which 
multiplied  by  30  for  each  month  of  a  voyage 
of  five,  amount  to  3300  pounds  of  meat. 

Millet  is  bought  by  the  matar.  The  matar 
contains  40  meafures  ;  then  15,250  meafures 
make  131  |  matars. 

The  matar  cofls  in  the  river 
four  cubits  of  guinea-blues  :  in 
a  piece  of  13I  ells  three  are  about 
29  or  30  cubits  ;  a  piece  then  will 
purchafe  only  eight  matars  and 
a  half  ;  confequently  13 matars 
require  154  pieces  of  guinea-blues 
at  ten  bars  a  piece  —  —  153  775 

Meat 
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Bars.  Livres. 
Brought  over  155  775 

Meat  is  bought  as  follows  :  an 
ox,  for  a  mulket  of  the  better 
kind  among  the  Moors,  for  an 
ordinary  one  among  the  negroes. 

A  piece  of  guinea  blues  will  pur- 
chafe  a  dozen  of  the  heavied 
fheep  or  goats,  and  fourteen  when 
fmall. 

The  oxen  above  Podor  produce 
from  100  to  140  pounds  of  meat  : 
taking  the  mean  term  for  the 
whole  river,  each  ox  will  furnifh 
120  pounds.  3,300  divided  by 
120  pounds  give  27!  oxen.  Let 
us  fuppofe  18,  equal  in  value  to 
28  mufkets  of  the  better  kind, 
which  edimated  at  Senegal  at  10 
bars  each,  make  -  -  280  1400 

The  expence  of  feeding  the  ne¬ 
gro  (laves  mud  alfo  be  taken  into 
account  ;  but  the  calculation  can¬ 
not  be  exa<dj  it  is  fometimes 
more,  fometimes  lefs,  according 
to  the  number  brought  on  board 

at  the  different  periods  of  the  ex-  - — — - 

Carried  over  435  2175 
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Bars.  Livres. 


Brought  over  435  2175 
pedition.  It  cannot  however  be 
eftimated  at  lefs  than  two  months 
provifions  for  each  (lave.  A  him- 
red  will  con  fume  one  with  an¬ 
other  at  leaf!  80  meafures  of  meal 
per  day,  that  is  two  matars  :  for 
two  months  120  matars,  which 
cannot  be  procured  for  lefs  than 
14  pieces  of  guinea  blues  140  700 

It  is  the  cuftom  to  give  them 
meat,  to  add  fome  relifh  to  their 
forry  fare  :  lefs  than  four  ounces 
a  head  cannot  be  put  into  the 
copper  ;  this  according  to  the 
above  calculation  makes  25  pounds 
per  day  ;  multiplying  them  by  60 
days,  the  whole  quantity  will  be 
1 500  pounds  of  meat,  which  di¬ 
vided  by  120  give  a  further  want 
of  1  2  I  oxen  :  let  us  fuppofe  1 2  to 
compenfate  the  excefs  on  the  other 
fide,  at  a  mulket  per  ox,  the 
mulket  equal  to  10  bars  120  600 


Total  expence  of  provifions  695  3475 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

Amount  of  the  cufioms  paid,  as  well for  the 
liberty  of  trading  In  the  river,  as  for  the 
perqu  fîtes  of  the  captain  and  of  the  king  of 
Galam ,  the  negro  prince  of  the  greatef  con - 
fequence  In  thejtave  trade. 

BESIDES  the  above  al¬ 
lowance  to  the  captain,  he 
has  a  right  to  two  bars  on 
each  Have.  If  the  expedition 
turn  out  well,  and  a  hun¬ 
dred  be  purchafed,  as  was 
purpofed,  the  Captain’s  dues  Bars.  Livres.  Sous, 
amount  to  —  —  200  1000 

The  Baquelet  of  Galam 
for  forwarding  the  trade 
\ip  the  country,  for  dis¬ 
patching  people  to  the  cara¬ 
vans,  and  for  the  care  he 
takes  of  them,  requires  alfo 
two  bars  per  Have.  Sup- 
pofing  that  one  half  be 
bought  above  Tamboucanee 
and  the  other  places  of  his 
jurifdiction. 
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Bars.  Livres.  Sous. 

Brought  over  200  1000 

jurifdiftion,  the  duties  to 
him  will  be  —  100  500 

The  general  duties  paid 
at  Saldee  fhould  amount  to  625I  3128  15 

925I  4628  15 


The  reft  of  the  cuftoms 
including  thofe  paid  by  the 
king  of  Galam,  ought  not 
to  exceed  —  120  600 


1045!  5228  15 


General  recapitulation  of  expences. 

Wages  of  the  crew  a- 
mounting  to  755  3775 

Expence  of  provifions  695  3475 

Amount  of  cuftoms  and 
relative  expences  1045I  5228  15 

Total  expence  of  voyage 
to  Galam  -  2495I  12478  15 


It 
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It  follows  from  this  calculation,  that  the 
expences  of  an  European  veflel,  fitted  out 
with  the  intention  of  purchafing  a  hundred 
Haves  at  Galam,  amount  in  all,  including 
the  cuftoms,  to  2495!  bars,  which,  ef- 
timated  according  to  their  value  at  the  colony, 
and  not  according  to  their  river  currency, 
make  the  fum  of  12,478  livres  15  fous.  The 
value  of  the  bars  given  in  the  purchafe  of 
Haves  is  much  fmaller  than  thofe  paid  for  the 
duties,  provisions,  and  for  the  pay  of  the 
crew,  which  are  full  bars.  Hence  it  is  that 
I  have  calculated  them  according  to  their  va¬ 
lue  at  the  colony,  and  not  at  that  they  bear 
in  the  river. 

It  has  been  feen  above  that  the  provifions 
and  the  pay  of  the  crew  are  all  in  full  bars. 
Thofe  for  the  cuftoms  are  equally  fo;  for,  in 
1  7B5,  I  gave,  as  well  as  all  the  other  Euro¬ 
pean  veflels,  for  the  liberty  of  trading  among 
the  Poules,  namely,  for  the  general  duties. 

Bars.  Livres.  Sous. 

Ten  pieces  of  guinea-blues  100  500 

Four  double  barrelled  guns  80  400 

Four  mufkets  of  the  better 

kind  -  -  40  200 


Carried  over  220  1100 
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Bars. 

Livres. 

Brought  over  : 

220 

I  IOO 

Four  cutlaffes 

8 

40 

Ten  ordinary  mufkets  - 

60 

300 

Ten  pieces  of  coarfe  linen, 

called  plat'illes , 

40 

200 

Ten  pieces  of  white  Bri- 

tanny  linen 

O 

O 

Ten  barrels  of  gunpowder, 

of  two  pounds  each 

20 

IOO 

One  thoufand  mufket-balls, 

IO 

5° 

One  thoufand  mufket-flints, 

IO 

50 

Ten  bars  of  fcarlet  cloth 

IO 

5° 

Ten  lookinç-sdafles 

2 

10 

Ten  fnuff-boxes 

2 

10 

Ten  quires  of  paper 

2i 

21 

Ten  bundles  cf  pebbles 

IO 

50 

Ten  bundles  of  fnow- white 

IO 

5° 

Forty  hiver  bells 

l3i 

66 

Ten  firings  of  coral  beads 

10 

5° 

Ten  ditto  amber  ditto,  No.  2 

5 

25 

They  required  befides,  ten 

coffee-pots,  ten  copper  ba 


fons,  ten  hats,  ten  hammers, 
ten  hatchets,  ten  adzes,  and, 
generally  fpeaki ng,  ten  of 

ether  articles  which  it  is  not  — - — . 

Carried  over  4324-  2172  15 
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Bars.  Livres.  Sous, 

Brought  over  432I  2172  15 
cudomary  to  take  in  a  trading 

voyage  to  that  part  of  the 
river,  and  of  which  the  whole, 
including  the  ten  pieces  of 
Britanny  linen  above-men¬ 
tioned,  were  difcharged  by 
four  pieces  of  guinea-blues  40  200 

This  conceffion  of  fo  many 
articles  for  four  pieces  of  gui¬ 
nea-blues,  proves  the  high 
value  fet  upon  linen  of  that 
kind,  by  the  natives,  fince 
the  ten  pieces  of  Britanny-li- 
nen  alone  would  have  cod 
more  than  the  four  pieces  of 
guinea-blues.  Hence  we  may 
alfo  perceive  the  little  value 
they  fet  upon  the  other  arti¬ 
cles  they  wanted  as  part  of  the 
cuftoms,  and  with  the  names 
of  which  they  are  only  ac¬ 
quainted  by  means  of  their 
emiffaries,  whom  the  gover¬ 
nors  fuffer  to  day  at  Senegal. 

The  general  cudoms  a-  — 
mount  to 


472!  2372  15 
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As  to  the  particular  prefent  made  to  the  Al- 

mamy,  he  did  not  require  any  mulkets,  1 

3Ut 

Bars. 

Livres. 

Two  pieces  of  guinea-blues 

20 

IOO 

Two  pieces  of  plat  illes 

6 

20 

•J 

Two  bars  of  lcarlet  cloth 

2 

IO 

Two  barrels  of  gunpowder,  of  two 

pounds  each 

4 

20 

Six  firings  of  amber  beads,  No.  2 

3 

*5 

Two  ditto  of  coral 

2 

10 

Six  filver  bells 

2 

10 

Two  bundles  of  fnow- white 

2 

10 

Four  quires  of  paper 

1 

5 

Total  of  the  Almamy’s  prefent 

42 

210 

The  prefent  of  Siry  d’Ara,  his  minifter. 

Two  pieces  of  guinea-blues 

20 

100 

One  double-barrelled  gun 

20 

IOO 

One  mulket  of  the  better  kind 

10 

5° 

Two  barrels  of  powder  of  two 

pounds  each 

4 

20 

One  hundred  mulket  balls 

1 

5 

One  hundred  flints 

1 

5 

Four  quires  of  paper 

1 

5 

Three  filler  bells 

1 

5 

Carried  over  58  290 
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Bar».  Livres, 

Brought  over  58  290 

Two  firings  of  coral  -  2  io 

Two  ditto  of  amber  ->15 
Total  of  the  Minifler’s  prefent  61  305 

For  the  prefent  of  the  Tampfir,commiflion- 
ed  to  receive  the  cufloms. 

Two  pieces  of  guinea-blues  20  100 

One  mufket  of  the  better  kind  10  50 

Two  pieces  of  guinea- blues  -  20  100 

Total  of  the  Tampfir’s  prefent  50  250 

Ar.  B.  Thefetwo  laft  pieces  of 'guinea-blues 
acquitted  the  article  brought  to  account  in 
the  general  cuftoms  for  his  right  of  prefence. 
He  was  better  pleafed  to  have  the  two  pieces 
of  fluff,  and  we  to  give  them. 


Recapitulation  of  the  cufloms  paid ,  and  prefent  s 
made  at  Sal  dee,  for  liberty  to  trade  in  the 
river. 

Bars.  Livres.  Sous. 


The  general  cufloms 
The  Almamj’s  prefent 
The  Minifler’s  prefent 
The  Tampfifs  prefent 


472-î  2363  15 
42  210 

61  3°5 


Total,  625I  3128  15 


COAST  OF  AFRICA. 


321 


Thefe  cuftoms  are  the  more  confiderable, 
as  the  goods  bear  a  higher  value  in  the  river. 
The  barrel  of  gunpowder,  for  inftance,  paffes 
there  for  eight  bars  ;  the  hundred  of  mulket- 
flints  for  two,  &c.  The  calculation  in  river 
bars  made  them  amount  to  no  lefs  than  839. 
Reckoning  the  (laves  at  feventy  bars,  as  they* 
were  in  1785,  the  value  of  twelve  (laves,  and 
even  more,  was  given  for  the  duties.  I  paid 
the  (lave,  at  Galam,  feventy  bars,  namely,  four 
pieces  of  guinea  blues,  which,  in  the  river 
pafs  for 

Bars. 


Only  eight  bars  each  -  -  32 

A  mulket  of  the  better  kind  pafling  for 
no  more  than  8 

An  ordinary  mulket  -  8 

A  barrel  of  fait  -  -  6 

A  bottle  of  gunpowder  4 

The  fixteenth  of  an  ell  of  fcarlet  cloth  1 
Fifty  mulket-flints  -  1 

Fifty  mulket-balls  -  1 

Four  quires  of  paper  -  1 

A  fluff- box  -  -  i 

A  looking-glafs  1 

Two  heads  of  Virginia  tobacco  -  j 


Carried  over  65 
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Bars. 

Brought  over  65 


Three  Brings  of  fnovv  white  1 

Two  ounces  of  red  wool  2 

T  welve  Brings  of  white  pebbles  -  1 

Three  diver  bells  -  1 

Total  river  value  -  -  70 


This  price  was  agreed  upon  by  the  Mara¬ 
bous  of  the  country.  Slaves  were  dear  in 

j 

1785,  as  will  be  feen  hereafter  by  the  balance 
of  the  preceding  years. 

The  Bave  valued  at  Galam  at  feventy  bars, 
was  only,  worth  Bxty-two  three  quarters,  Se¬ 


negal  currency  ;  for 

Four  pieces  of  guinea-blues  *  40 

A  mufket  of  the  better  kind  -  10 

An  ordinary  mulket  -  6 

A  barrel  of  fait  -  -  1 

A  bottle  of  gunpowder  -  of 

A  fixteenth  of  an  ell  of  fcarlet  cloth  of 
Fifty  mulket-Bints  -  -  of 

Fifty  ditto  balls  -  of 

Four  quires  of  paper  -  -  1 

A  fnufF-box  o 

A  looking-glafs  -  o 

Twelve  Brings  of  white  pebbles  -  o 


Carried  over  61 
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Bars. 

Brought  over  61 


Th  rce  Brings  of  fnow  white  -  oj 
T  wo  heads  of  Virginia  tobacco  -  o| 
Two  ounces  of  wool  -  -  o| 

Three  filver  bells  of 


Total  of  the  value  of  a  Galam  flave, 
according  to  the  current  rate  of  mer- 

chandize  at  the  colony,  the  negro  va-  - — 

lued  and  agreed  for  at  feventy  bars  02f 

The  flave,  at  feventy  bars  at  Galam,  equal 
to  fixty-two  bars  three  quarters,  colony  cur¬ 
rency,  was  worth,  in  French  monej^,  only. 

Livres.  Sous. 

Four  pieces  of  guinea-blues,  at 


40  livres  -  -  160 

A  mulket  of  the  better  kind  1  <; 

An  ordinary  mulket  -  7  10 

A  barrel  of  fait  -  -  3 

A  bottle  of  gunpowder  -  1  4 


The  fixteenth  of  an  ell  of  fcarlet  cloth  o  16 
Fifty  mufket-flints, at  qlb.per  thoufando  4 
Fifty  ditto  balls,  at  eight  fous  per  lb.  i 
Four  quires  of  paper,  at  feven  fous  -  1  8 

A  fnuff-box  -  -  012 

A  looking-glafs  -  -  0  3 


Carried  over  190  17 
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Bars.  Livres. 

Brought  over  190  17 

Three  firings  of  fnow  white  o  6 

Twelve  firings  of  white  pebbles,  at 

16  fous  per  lb.  -  o  10 

Two  heads  of  Virginia  tobacco,  at  35 
livres  per  cwt.  -  -  06 

Two  ounces  red  wool,  at  10  livres 
per  lb.  1 

Three  filver  bells,  at  a  livre  a-piece  3 

Total  valueof  the  Have  in  French  - 

money  -  -  195  19 

The  Have  coll  me  then  no  more  than  195 
livres  19  fous,  valuing  the  goods  at  the  high- 
ell  rate.  In  1782  and  1783,  the  flave  cofl 
lixty  bars,  among  which  five  pieces  of  guinea- 
blues  and  a  mulket  were  given,  the  reft  in 
fmall  bars.  In  1784  the  flave  coft  likewife  no 
more  than  fixty  bars  ;  but  only  three  pieces 
of  guinea  blues,  and  a  mufket  of  the  better 
kind  were  given,  the  reft  was  alfo  in  low  bars. 
In  1785  the  captive  coft  leventy  bars,  among 
which  were  four  pieces  of  guinea-blues. 

From  thele  feveral  years  a  tolerable  juft  cal¬ 
culation  may  be  made  of  a  commercial  ope¬ 
ration,  whether  more  or  lefs  guinea-blues  be 
given.  They  are  what  fix  the  price  of  the 
Have,  the  other  articles  are  conlidered  as  a 

a  prefent. 
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a  prefent,  the  value  of  thefe  unfortunate 
wretches  only  confifting  in  the  greater  or 
fmaller  quantity  of  guinea-blues. 

Livres.  Sous. 

The  flave,  worth  at  Galam  feventy 
bars,  at  five  livres,  amounted  in  river 
money  to  -  350 

Which,  reduced  to  their  value  at 
the  colony,  made  no  more  than  fixty- 
two  bars  three  quarters  in  Senegal 
currency  -  -  3I3  1 5 

Which  fixty-two  bars  three  quar¬ 
ters,  in  effective  money,  amounted 
to  only  -  -  195  1 5 

From  thefe  calculations  it  is  eafy  to  fee  that 
the  fum  of  12,478  livres,  1 6  fous,  for  the 
cuftoms,  and  the  expence  of  fitting  otit  at  Se¬ 
negal,  being  divided,  we  will  fuppofe  among 
an  hundred  {laves,  make  124  livres,  15  fous, 

9  deniers  for  each. 

Hence  it  follows,  that  in  1785,  the  cuf- 
toms  paid,  and  every  thing  valued  in  French 
money,  each  Have,  delivered  at  Senegal,  cold 

Livres.  Sous.  Den. 

Seventy  bars,  river  currency  313  15 
Cuftoms,  &c.  -  -  124  15  9 


438  10  9 
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The  captains  coming  to  trade  at  Senegal 
that  fame  year,  paid  from  eight  to  nine  hun¬ 
dred  livres,  French  money,  for  the  Have  on 
the  return  from  Galam.  The  (lave  cofting 
438  livres,  10  fous,  9  deniers,  currency  of 
the  colony,  and  delivered  there,  there  was  a 
profit  of  cent  per  cent,  which  proves  the  ad¬ 
vantage  attending  the  Galam  trade,  lince 
there  is,  over  and  above,  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  effective  French  money,  and  the  ideal 
money  of  the  colony.  I  do  not  undertake  to 
give  the  exadl  value  in  French  money,  for 
the  accidental  Ioffes,  and  expences  which 
cannot  be  calculated,  may  be  admitted  as  a 
compenlation,  and  the  trader  may  be  con¬ 
tent  to  calculate  his  fpeculations  upon  the 
footing  of  the  money  of  the  colony,  with  a 
certainty  of  a  very  confiderable  gain. 

The  dangers  to  which  a  man  is  expofed  in 
this  voyage  ;  the  expences  occasioned  by  the 
payment  of  cuftoms,  and  the  purchafe  of 
provifions,  added  to  the  wages  of  the  negro 
crew,  will  -not  allow  of  trading  on  a  fmall 
fcale:  it  is  therefore  neceffary  to  prepare  for 
the  bringing  back  of  a  hundred  Haves;  for  if 

OO  7 

only  one  half  can  be  procured,  and  a  com- 

penfation 
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penfation  be  not  found  in  gold,  and  elephant’s 
teeth,  it  is  indifputable  that  the  haves  would 
become  much  dearer,  in  which  cale  it  would 
be  more  advantageous  to  remain  at  Senegal, 
where  at  leaft  the  trouble  and  fatigue  would 
be  avoided.  It  is  matter  of  wonder  to  me 
how  anyone  can  undertake  this  voyage,  with¬ 
out  being  acquainted  with  the  conlequences. 
As  to  myfelf,  I  cannot  now  conceive  how  I 
could  fo  hahily  come  to  luch  a  refolution, 
efpecially  after  all  the  hardfhips  I  had  under¬ 
gone  in  Barbary 


CHAP.  VIII. 

Merchandize  equivalent  to  the  pur  chafe  of  an 
hundred  negroes  with  gold  and  ivory  in  pro¬ 
portion ,  at  Galam  or  along  the  river. 

Five  hundred  pieces  of  guinea-blues. 

Fifty  double-barrelled  guns. 

Eighty  fingle-barrelled  ditto,  of  a  good 

Fifty  ordinary  mulkets. 

Fifty  cutlaffes. 


One 
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One  hundred  and  twenty  pieces  of  platille , 
or  coarfe  linen  cloth. 

Fifteen  reams  of  paper. 

One  thoufand  pound  of  gun-powder. 

Ten  thoufand  mulket-flints,  large  and 
fmall. 

Ten  thoufand  mulket-balls. 

Looking- glalTes,  fnuff- boxes,  fciflars,  tin¬ 
der-boxes  ;  box  combs  of  every  kind,  two 
grofs 

The  total  of  the  cargo  would  amount, 
prime-coil  in  France,  to  27,800  livres. 

Four  pound  of  cloves. 

Fifty  barrels  of  fait.  The  overplus  goes 
to  the  laptots. 

Twelve  pound  of  fcarlet  wool. 

Two  pound  yellow,  two  green  ditto. 

As  much  coral  and  amber  as  poffible  ;  too 
much  cannot  well  be  provided  :  gold  is  ob¬ 
tained  in  exchange  for  thefe  articles. 

Twenty  bundles  offnow  white,  the  bundle 
contains  ten  firings  only. 

Four  hundred  pound  of  white  and  red 
Ihuffie- boards,  more  white  than  red. 

Twenty  pound  of  large  drinking-glades. 

Two  hundred  and  ten  pound  tobacco-pipes 

for 
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for  the  ufe  of  the  Poules.  They  are  bartered 
for  millet  and  tobacco. 

The  foregoing  cargo,  freighted  at  the  co¬ 
lony  fhould  produce  an  hundred  negroes, 
10,000  pound  of  elephant’s  teeth,  and  gold  in 
proportion  to  the  quantity  of  amber  and  coral, 
as  well  as  filver  bells. 

After  this  flatement  of  articles  neceffary 
for  the  river  trade,  and  the  notice  of  fuch 
goods  as  ferve  for  the  confumption  of  Sene¬ 
gal,  and  of  fuch  as  being  folely  adapted  to 
the  Have  trade,  have  no  fixed  value,  it  is 
ufelefs  to  give  the  flatement  of  a  cargo  for  a 
perfon  who  fhould  with  to  trade  for  more  or 
lefs  negroes  at  Senegal  only  Jt  is  fufficient 
to  obferve,  that  a  man  fhould  have  pofitive 
information  of  the  current  value  of  goods, 
and  provide  himfelf  with  the  underwritten 
articles  only,  as  circumftances  require. 

The  returns  fold  at  the  colony 
eftimating  an  hundred  negroes  at  Livres. 
800  livres  each  -  80,000 

Ten  thoufand  pound  of  ivory  at 
42  fous  per  pound  -  -  21,000 


Total  101,000 


Without 
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Without  reckoning  the  gold,  feathers, 
and  other  articles,  Inch  as  provisions,  &c. 


CHAP.  IX. 

« 

Of  the  manner  of  treating  the  negro  j. laves . 

IT  is  not  Sufficient  that  the  overfeer  Should 
be  merely  verfed  in  all  I  have  hitherto  ex¬ 
plained,  in  order  to  promote  the  benefit  of 
his  employers  ;  he  mult  know,  befides,  how 
to  manage  his  captives,  to  alleviate  their  Suf¬ 
ferings,  to  give  them  hopes  of  a  better  fate. 
He  mu  Id  be  able  to  make  them  confider  the 
moment  of  their  departure  for  the  Weft-In¬ 
dies  as  that  of  their  deliverance  and  good- 
fortune.  By  thefe  means  he  will  prevent  in- 
furreflions,  and  avert  much  of  the  mortality 
which  ariles  from  Sorrow  and  defpair. 

As  I  have  been  myielf  a  (lave,  I  can  Speak 
from  experience,  and  I  declare  that  I  was 
never  fo  much  attached  to  a  mafter  as  when  I 
perceived  that,  uniting  his  own  mtereft  with 
mine,  he  Was  about  to  transfer  me  to  thofe 

by 
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by  whom  I  fhould  be  treated  with  care  and 
humanity. 

If  I  am  deceived  in  the  rules  I  would  lay 
down,  I  doubt  that  a  man  who  has  never 
been  in  a  ftate  of  captivity  can  furnilh  better. 

An  overleer,  therefore,  mufr  be  well  in¬ 
formed  in  thefe  particulars,  if  he  chufes  not 
to  expofe  his  employers  to  great  and  irrepa¬ 
rable  Ioffes.  A  fuccefsful  {peculation,  arifing 
from  favourable  circumftances,  fhould  not 
give  him  too  blind  a  confidence  ;  he  fhould 
take  care  to  be  always  on  his  guard. 

An  agent,  belides,  fhould  be  acquainted 
with  the  manner  of  treating  and  feeding  his 
flaves.  He  fhould  endeavour  to  make  them 
look  on  him  as  a  father  ;  he  has  then  nothing 
to  fear,  for  a  father  furely  is  lafe  in  the  midfl 
of  his  children,  and  an  agent  is  in  like  fecu- 
ritv  among  his  flaves,  when  he  knows  how 
to  fcften  the  rigor  of  their  captivity. 

In  fuch  an  occupation  it  is  eafy  to  make 
himfelf  beloved  and  refpedted  ;  nor  can  I 
yet  conceive  how  a  man  can  incur  the  detef- 
tation  of  his  flaves.  I  have  had  more  than 
once  as  many  as  a  hundred  and  twenty  ne¬ 
groes  under  my  care.  I  went  every  day  to 
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fee  them,  and  was  always  in  perfect  fecurity 
among  them.  Scarcely  was  there  an  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  revolt,  either  at  the  company’s,  or 
at  Mr.  Vigneux’s,  but  my  Banbarasthat  I  left 
at  perfect  liberty  in  the  colony,  informed  me 
of  it.  All  then  was  peace  about  me.  I  was 
alone,  furrounded  by  my  captives,  and  fome- 
times,  in  cafe  of  fire,  I  have  put  myfelf  at 
their  head  to  give  afliftance,  and  never  was 
one  of  them  tempted  to  abandon  me.  I  do 
not  fpeak  here  of  the  Yolofs,  who  were  too 
near  the  confines  of  their  own  country  to 
let  any  opportunity  of  recovering  their  li¬ 
berty  efcape  them  ;  but  a  part  of  my  Banba- 
ras  guarded  them  while  the  reft  attended  me 
on  fuch  expeditions. 

I  have  even  obferved  many  of  my  (laves  go 
on  board  the  veffel  with  joy,  on  my  affurance 
that  they  would  be  well  treated  and  happy,  on 
the  plantation  where  I  was  going  to  fend 
them.  It  is  by  fuch  means  as  thefe  alone, 
that  a  man  can  acquit  himfelf  well  of  this 
painful  and  dangerous  talk  ;  and  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  that  an  agent  who  is  ignorant  of  this 
manner  of  treating  (laves,  can  never  fucceed, 
either  to  his  own,  or  his  employer’s  advan¬ 
tage. 

Of 
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Of  the  propriety  of  my  treatment  I  was  the 
more  convinced,  as  I  never  loft  a  flave  by  de- 
fertion,  although  they  were  not  guarded  ; 
while  in  my  own  time,  the  company  loft 
men  almoft  every  day,  notwithftanding  the 
care  of  their  overfeers,  who  guarded  them  with 
the  ftri&eft  feverity. 

To  fympathize  in  the  recovery  of  the 
wretched  is  the  only  means  of  gaining  their 
good  will.  Never  did  I  lole  fight  of  this 
principle,  for  I  knew,  from  my  own  experi¬ 
ence,  the  tendency  of  fuch  conduct. 

Befides  attending  to  the  neceffary  precau¬ 
tions  above-mentioned,  an  agent  fhould  alfo 
be  careful  to  prevent  the  maladies  of  the  ne¬ 
groes.  He  fhould  endeavour  to  difcover  the 
caufe  of  their  difeafes,  and  to  apply  the  pro¬ 
per  remedies  ;  this  is  a  moft  effential  point  of 
his  duty. 

The  care  of  the  flaves  fhould  not  be  left  to 
ignorant  furgeons,  nor  to  other  underftrappers. 
The  furgeons  are,  for  the  moft  part,  young 
men  without  experience,  a  thing  much  to 
be  lamented,  for  no  voyage  ftands  more  in 
need  of  men  of  medical  merit.  It  is  true,  that 
furgeons  of  ability  will  not,  for  a  flight  re- 

compence, 
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compence,  undergo  the  dangers  of  an  African 
voyage,  but,  in  order  to  induce  fuch  men  to 
enter  into  their  fervice,  the  traders  fhouldnot 
begrudge  to  give  a  handfome  recompence, 
which,  however,  would  weigh  light  againff 
the  Ioffes  from  which  they  would  thus  be  re¬ 
deemed. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  maladies  of  your 
flaves,  it  is  neceffary  to  diftinguifh  their  re- 
fpedlive  nations,  and  to  clafs  each  man  with 
his  countrymen.  The  Banbaras  are  the  only 
tribe  that  it  is  not  neceffary  to  put  in  irons, 
provided  however,  that  they  have  not  affoci- 
ated  with  the  Yolofs. 

As  to  the  latter,  they  muff  abfolutely  be 
fettered,  watched  with  the  greateft  care, 
and  fent  off  as  foon  as  poffible,  for  they  are 
all  enterprizing  fellows,  excellent  fwimmers, 
and  well  acquainted  with  almoft  all  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  colony,  whether  freemen  or 
Tapades  flaves,  who,  by  every  means  in  their 
power  will  endeavour  to  favour  their  efcape. 
To  obtain  their  liberty  they  have  only  to 
get  acrois  the  river.  Thev  muff  therefore 
be  obferved  with  the  greateff  wigilance,  and 
all  communication  between  them  and  the  ne- 
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groes  of  the  colony  muft  abfolutely  be  cut 

off. 

The  Banbaras,  on  the  contrary,  who  come 
from  the  interior  parts  of  Africa,  towards 
the  fource  of  the  Niger,  never  think  of  mak¬ 
ing  their  efcape.  They  are  all  very  laborious, 
and  inftead  of  being  put  in  irons,  they  may 
with  great  fafety  be  employed  in  ufeful  toil. 
In  order  to  engage  them  to  aT  with  the  moil 
fubmiftive  alacrity,  it  is  fufficient  to  treat 
them  with  humanity,  to  feed  and  clothe  them 
well  ;  by  fo  doing  you  will  not  only  fecure 
their  good  behaviour,  but  you  will  form  to 
yourfelf  a  vigilant  guard  againft  the  feditious 
motions  of  the  Yolofs,  to  which  nation  the 
Banbaras  are  fworn  enemies. 

When  the  Banbaras  find  that  they  are 
trufted  by  the  whites,  they  never  think  of 
making  their  efcape,  preferring  to  be  the 
(laves  of  the  Europeans,  rather  than  of  a 
black  man,  who  would  treat  them  with  the 
greateft  cruelty. 

The  Saracolets,  Saltiquets,  Poules,  Braes, 
and  Wals,  muft  alfo  be  put  in  irons,  but  not 
with  fo  much  rigour  as  the  Yolofs.  One 
pair  of  fetters  is  fufficient  for  two  (laves  of 

thefe 
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thcfe  nations,  while  one,  and  even  two  pair 
of  irons  is  fcarce  enough  for  every  fmgle  cap¬ 
tive  of  the  Yolofs.  You  muft  take  care  that 
their  irons  are  well  rivetted,  and  examine 
them  every  night  and  morning.  Above  all, 
you  muft  obferve,  if  poftible,  never  to  put 
more  than  twenty  of  that  nation  together  in 
one  place. 

It  is  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  the  French 
to  put  the  women  in  irons,  and  yet  they  are 
more  dangerous  than  the  men.  In  complying 
however  with  this  humane  practice,  all  com¬ 
munication  between  the  men  and  women 
muft  be  ftridtly  prohibited. 

The  place  where  the  haves  are  confined, 
as  well  as  the  perfons  of  the  flaves  themfelves, 
muft  be  kept  in  the  greateft  cleanlinefs.  You 
muft  make  them  bathe  often,  in  order  to 
prevent  thofe  maladies  which  too  often  fpread 
cruel  havoc  in  the  hup. 

The  difeafes  to  which  the  negroes  are  iub- 
jedt,  are  of  five  forts,  viz. 

i  ft.  The  venereal  difeafe. 

2d.  Ulcers. 

3d.  Thefcurvy. 

4th.  The  itch. 

5th.  Worms. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  five  maladies  maybe  reduced  to  four, 
by  omitting  ulcers,  which  are  not  in  the  leaft 
dangerous,  being  occafioned  only  by  flight 
wounds,  and  eafily  cured,  except  when  the 
blood  is  infefted  with  virus. 

Of  all  difeafes  the  fcurvy  is  that  which  at¬ 
tacks  the  negroes  moft  fatally.  It  will  fome- 
times  depopulate  a  veflel  in  a  few  days.  This 
malady  is  occafioned  by  foul  air,  by  neglect¬ 
ing  cleanlinefs,  and  fometimes  by  the  bad 
quality  of  the  water. 

The  Banbaras  are  more  fubjeCl  to  this  plague 
than  the  other  negroes.  Care  mull;  be  taken, 
therefore,  to  fupply  them  with  the  frefheft 
provifions  that  can  be  procured,  without  pay¬ 
ing  any  regard  to  their  predile&ion  for  every 
thing  that  is  fait  ;  for,  having  no  fait  in  their 
own  country,  they  no  fooner  get  the  tafte  of 
it  in  their  captivity,  than  they  contract 
an  immoderate  liking  to  it,  and  mix  it  pro- 
fufely  with  every  thing,  they  eat.  Great 
care  mu  ft  be  taken  to  prevent  the  dangerous 
confequences  of  this  habit. 

The  itch  proceeds  from  the  uncleanlinefs 
of  the  captives  purchafed  from  the  Moors. 
On  their  way  to  the  colony  thofie  flaves  lie 
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promifcuoufly  with  their  matters,  who,  for 
the  mott  part,  are  eaten  up  by  that  diforder. 
When  they  arrive  at  Senegal  they  communi¬ 
cate  the  infedtion  to  the  companions  of  their 
mifery,  except  great  care  be  taken  to  keep 
them  apart  till  they  be  cured.  It  is  therefore 
necefiary  to  put  in  a  feparate  place  the  ne¬ 
groes  brought  down  by  the  Moors,  if  one 
would  prevent  the  difeafe  from  infedting  the 
whole  habitation. 

The  worms  are  almoft  as  dangerous  as  the 
fcurvy.  They  carry  off  a  great  number  of 
thefe  wretches,  and  that  fo  fuddenly,  that  it 
often  happens  a  man  dies  before  the  fymp- 
toms  of  the  dilorder  have  been  perceived. 

The  Banbaras  are  alfo  very  fubjedt  to  this 
difeafe,  efpecially  in  the  bad  feafon  of  the 
year,  for,  accuttomed  in  their  own  country 
to  good  water,  they  cannot  endure  the  water 
of  the  colony,  which  is  at  that  time  corrupted. 
It  is  dangerous  to  fait  their  victuals  much, 
for  fear  of  the  fcurvy,  but  the  beft  mode  of 
guarding  againft  the  danger  is  to  mix  with 
their  drink  about  two  ounces  of  fpirituous  li¬ 
quor  to  every  quart  of  water. 

.['he  venereal  dileafeis  lefs  dangerous  at  Se- 

negal. 
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negal  than  in  our  climate.  Few  negroes  are 
exempt  from  it,  and  on  that  account  their 
ulcers  are  more  difficult  to  cure,  and  demand 
a  peculiar  attention.  It  is  therefore  neceffary 
to  know  thofe  diforders  and  their  caufes,  and 
to  carry  with  one  the  proper  remedies. 

The  overfeer  Ihould  have  fome  knowledge 
of  thofe  drugs,  by  which  means  he  would 
always  have  the  medicines  of  a  good  quality, 
and  ready  to  be  adminiflered.  The  foarcity 
of  perfons  well  informed  in  thefe  particulars, 
renders  it  neceffiary  to  take  every  precaution. 
Every  man  has  his  nojirums  for  the  curing  of 
thofe  diforders  ;  I  ffiall  not,  however,  men¬ 
tion  mine,  though  I  have  often  employed 
them  with  fuccefs. 

The  following  note  of  the  principal  articles 
that  ought  to  form  the  materia  medica  of  an 
agent,  may  not  be  without  its  ufe. 


Salts. 

Glauber 

Epfom 

Rochelle 

Duobus 

Vegetable 


Nitre 
Ammoniac 
Powders. 
Jefuits  Bark 
Ipecacuanha 
Rhubarb 


Jalap 
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Jalap 

Emetic  Tartar 
Cremor  Tartar 
Semeu-contra,  or 
Worm-powder 
Hellebore 
Euphorbium 
Mifletoe 
Zedoary 
Gentian-root 
Saffron 
Senna 

Flowers, 

Mallows 

Elder 

TufTilago 

Mullein 

Violets 

Camomile 

White  Nettles 

Roots. 

Mallows 
Water  Dock 
Strawberry 


Liquorice 
Dog  Grafs 
Rhubarb 
Angelica 


Herbs, 

Wormwood 
Coralina  of  Corfica 
Fumitory 

And  fome  other  emol¬ 
lient  plants,  which 
are  not  found  at  the 

Ointments, 

Elder 
Bafilicum 
Oil  of  Laurel 
Styrax 
Album  Rafis 
Galien’s  Cerat 
Rofes 
Mallows 

Pomatums. 

Citron 

Theriaca 


Catholicum 
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Catholicum 
Diafcordium 
Confedt  Hyacinth 
Confedt.  Hamec 

Plaisters. 

Divine 
Diachilon 
De  Vigo 
Hemlock 
Diapalma 

Balsams. 

Arcens 
Commanders 
Balf.  Tranquil 
Meliffe  Water 
Cologne  Water 
Goulard 

Oil  of  Turpentine 
Spirit  of  Scurvygrafs 
Antifcorbutic  Wine 
Arquebufade  Water 


24* 

Vinegar  of  the  Four 
Thieves 
Volatile  Alkali 
Burnt  Allum 
Hoffman’s  Anoine  Li¬ 
quor 

Oil  of  Sweet  Almonds 
Other  Articles. 
Barley 
Honey 
Manna 
Senna 
Rhubarb 
Juniper 
Annifeed 
Coriander 
Mifletoe 
Camphor 
Blue  Vitriol 
White  Vitriol 
Hartfhorn 
Mercurial  Pills 
Corrofive  Sublimate 
Rock  Allum 
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CHAP.  X. 

Route  from  Senegal  to  Galam ,  by  way  of  the 
River ,  in  leagues ,  according  to  the  meafure- 
ment  of  the  Negroes. 

Leagues. 

THE  diftance  from  the  ifland  of  St. 

Louis,  at  Senegal,  to  Podor,  a  French 
fort,  erefted  on  the  territory  of  the 
Ponies,  is  generally  eftimated  at  -  7 u 

In  the  whole  extent  of  the  river,  as 
far  as  this  port,  the  traffic  of  negroes, 
millet,  and  other  trifling  articles,  is  car¬ 
ried  on  during  all  the  year.  In  the 
month  of  May  the  famous  gum*trade 
is  alfo  carried  on  with  the  Yolofs,  the 
Braes,  and  the  Wals,  who  are  all  of 
negro  race,  and  with  the  Bracnarts 
and  Trafarts,  two  Moorith  nations; 
namely,  with  the  Bracnarts  in  the  De¬ 
le  rt,  and  the  Trafarts  at  Cocq,  a 
point  of  tjie  ifland  on  which  the  fort  of 
Podor  is  built  ;  and  at  Portrendie, 

Carried  over  70 


COAST  OF  AFRICA. 


343 

Leagues. 

Brought  over  70 

along;  the  coafl:  where  the  Englifh  are 
allowed  to  traffic.  From  Podor  to  Don¬ 
nions  -  -  -  15 

Doumons  is  the  firft  mart  for  the 
millet  trade  among  the  Poules.  At 
this  place  there  is  much  bufinefs  tranf- 
afted  in  water  melon-feed,  tiger-lkins, 
feathers  of  all  kinds,  and  negro  foap. 

This  village  is  fituated  on  the  northern 
bank  of  the  river. 

From  Doumous  to  Mafou,  a  place 
where  the  tide  ceafes  to  ebb  and  flow, 
and  where  the  fame  articles  of  com¬ 
merce  are  to  be  found,  but  in  fmaller 
quantities  than  at  Doumons  -  -  8 

From  Mafou  to  Haliburum,  the  firfl: 
place  where  the  navigation  of  the  river 
becomes  difficult,  on  account  of  fand- 
banks  -  6 

From  Haliburum  to  the  famous  rock 
called  Dguioul  de  Diable,  or  the  De¬ 
vil’s  Mouth,  the  moft  dangerous  part 
of  all  the  river  -  20 


Carried  over  129 
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Leagued 

Brought  over  129 
From  Dguioul  de  Diable  to  the 
Great  Canal  -  -  4. 

From  the  Great  Canal  at  Saldee,  the 
place  of  general  rendezvous  of  the  con¬ 
voy  for  the  payment  of  duties  -  1 6 

The  whole  route  from  Senegal  to  Saldee  149 

All  the  villages  of  the  Poules,  except 
Doumons  are  on  the  bank  oppolite  to  the 
Moorifh  territories  ;  none  of  thefe  villages 
are  fituated  on  the  river  fide,  but  are  gene¬ 
rally  a  league  or  two  up  the  country.  The 
inhabitants,  on  hearing  the  firing  of  the  can- 
Aon;  at  the  arrival  of  the  convoy,  repair 
with  their  articles  of  commerce  to  the  bank 
of  the  river. 

I  fhall  only  infert  the  names  of  the  principal 
villages,  without  their  refpedtive  diftances 
from  one  another. 

Yafanne,  a  fmall  but  pleafant  place,  and 
the  refidence  of  the  firft  minifter  of  the 
Almamy  of  the  Poules. 

Boffeia  Matame  Validienta 

Rendeave  Canelle 


All 
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All  thefe  places  belong  to  the  Poules,  and 
are  under  the  government  of  the  Almamy  of 
that  nation,  and  much  traffic  is  carried  oil 
there  in  millet,  elephant’s  teeth,  and  tobacco, 
called  improperly  Galam  tobacco,  for  the 
plant  is  not  at  all  cultivated  between  Validienta 
and  Tuago. 

Validienta  is  the  refidence  of  a  prince  whofe 
anceftors  were  dethroned  by  the  Maraboux  of 
the  Poules.  The  inhabitants  of  this  village 
and  neighbouring  country  that  furround  it, 
obey  that  prince,  without  however  being  free 
from  the  yoke  of  the  Almamy  ;  they  form  a 
province  in  a  certain  degree  independent,  yet 
in  order  to  efcape  pillage,  they  from  time  to 
time  fubmit  to  pay  tribute  to  the  Poules. 

Tuago  is  the  principal  refidence  of  the 
Grand  Fouquet,  one  of  the  four  fovereigns  of 
the  Saracolets. 

Baquelle  is  a  village  of  great  ftrength,  the 
moft  confiderable  of  any  I  faw  in  thefe  can¬ 
tons.  The  lord  of  the  place  is  a  powerful 
prince,  and  rivals  the  authority  of  the  Fou¬ 
quet. 

Cotterat.  Yafré. 

Galam.  From  Saldee  to  this  place  is 
reckoned  a  journey  of  twenty  days, 

which, 
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Leagues* 

which,  at  the  rate  of  eight  leagues  a 
day,  make  -  -  -  1 60 

From  Senegal  to  Saldee  -  *  149 

Total,  from  Senegal  to  Galam,  309 

Validienta  is  the  firft  place  of  any  confider- 
able  traffic  in  the  Have  trade.  Yafré  is  one 
of  the  principal  marts  for  this  trade  ;  and  in 
all  the  other  villages  of  the  Saracolet  nation* 
this  trade,  as  well  as  that  of  ivory,  is  carried 
on  in  great  abundance;  and  it  is  atthefe  places 
where  the  Laptots  of  Senegal  take  in  the  ar¬ 
ticles  neceffary  for  their  houfekeeping.  All 
the  territory  of  the  Saracolets  is  an  open 
country.  The  villages  are  well-built,  the 
lands  well  cultivated,  and  the  inhabitants 
well  clothed  ;  and  in  this  refpeCf  they  differ 
very  efTentially  from  their  neighbours  the 
Poules,  who  are  in  want  of  every  thing,  and 
whofe  country  is  extremely  unwholefome 
through  their  own  negleCt  ;  for,  as  they  ne¬ 
ver  fell  the  woods,  nor  drain  the  marfhes, 
after  the  manner  of  the  Saracolets,  the  air 
they  breathe  is  infectious,  and  the  caufe  of 
the  greater  part  of  their  maladies. 
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Galam  is  not  the  principal  mart  of  trade  ; 
it  is  the  place  of  meeting  for  the  Senegal  cap¬ 
tains,  and  the  Maraboux  of  the  country.  The 
price  of  flaves  being  agreed  upon  here,  the 
traders  repair  to  Tamboucanne,  a  large  village 
of  the  fame  country,  fixteen  leagues  above 
Galam.  The  route,  therefore,  that  the 
caravan  which  condufts  the  flaves  has  to  take, 
may  from  the  above-mentioned  mart  be  com¬ 
puted  at  325  leagues. 

Between  Podor  and  Galam  the  nations  are 
all  Mahometans,  and  drink  very  little  brandy. 
Beyond  the  limits  of  Galam,  up  the  river, 
this  liquor  is  a  profitable  article  of  trade  ;  the 
people  are  almoft  all  Pagans,  and  drink  it  to 
excefs.  The  negroes  between  Podor  and  Se¬ 
negal,  although  of  the  Mahometan  perfuafion, 
are  paflionately  addicted  to  brandy,  which 
they  drink  without  any  fcruple.  The  Mara¬ 
boux  alone  abftain  from  this  indulgence. 

A  longer  refidence  in  the  colony  would 
have  given  me  a  deeper  infight  into  the 
means  of  carrying  on  fuccefsful  trade  with 
thefe  nations  ;  yet  I  truft,  that  in  the  fore¬ 
going  fheets  I  have  touched  upon  what  might 
be  confidered  as  of  moft  general  utility. 

NARRATIVE 
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NARRATIVE 


OF  THE 

SHIPWRECK  AND  CAPTIVITY 

OF 

M.  DE  BRISSON. 

MY  travels  in  Africa  had  already  been  a 
fruitful  fource  of  trouble,  chagrin,  and 
lofs,  when  in  the  month  of  June,  1785,  I  re¬ 
ceived  orders  from  the  Marfhall  de  Carries, 
minifter  and  fecretary  of  Hate,  for  the  de¬ 
partment  of  the  marine,  to  embark  for  Sene¬ 
gal,  on  board  the  St.  Catherine,  Captain  le 
Turc,  the  fame  who,  during  the  laft  war,  ac¬ 
quired  fo  brilliant  a  reputation  in  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  FleJJinguois. 

After  making  all  the  head  lands  from  the 
coaft  of  France  to  the  Canaries,  we  palfed  be¬ 
tween  thofe  iflands  and  that  of  Palma,  on  the 
tenth  of  July,  about  three  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon. 

Previous  to  our  departure  from  France,  I 
had  taken  care  to  apprize  the  captain  of  the 

danger 
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danger  to  which  fliips  are  expofed  in  thofe 
latitudes  from  the  ftrength  of  the  currents.  I 
obferved  to  him,  that  as  often  as  I  had  been 
there,  I  had  narrowly  efcaped  being  embayed 
upon  the  coaft  of  Barbary.  This  advice,  dic¬ 
tated  by  experience,  merited  the  attention  of 
Captain  le  Turc  ;  nor  did  I  fail  to  repeat  it  the 
moment  I  faw  the  fea  allume  a  clearer  call.  I 
then  alked  him  if  he  did  not  intend  to  heave 
the  lead.  44  What  are  you  afraid  of?”  anfwer- 
ed  he,  ‘4  Of  the  land  44  Why,  we  are 
not  within  eighty  leagues  of  it.” 

Here  let  me  be  allowed  to  lament  the  va-» 
nity  and  boundlefs  confidence  of  the  matters 
of  merchant  vettels,  particularly  of  thofe  who 
have  commanded  privateers.  However  im¬ 
portant  the  advice  given  them,  they  refufe  it 
the  fmalleft  regard,  and  however  ferious  the 
danger  with  which  they  are  all  threatened, 
they  depend  fo  entirely  on  their  Ikill,  that  they 
rather  chufe  to  remedy  than  prevent  the  mif- 
chief. 

A  hmiiar  anfwer  was  made  me  by  the 
mate  :  alas  !  they  perceived  ere  long  how 
well  founded  were  my  fears  ! 

At  midnight,  I  was  awakened  by  the  ttrik- 
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ing  of  the  fhip,  and  ran  immediately  upon 
deck,  imprefled  with  the  idea  that  we  were 
upon  a  flat  ;  but  how  great  was  my  afloniffi- 
ment  when  I  perceived,  that  we  were  in  a 
kind  of  bafon  formed  by  rocks.  I  hafled  to 
awake  the  fleeping  crew.'  “Get  up  if  you 
value  your  lives,”  faid  I,  “  we  touch  the 
ground.”  The  Captain  came  upon  deck  in 
great  conflernation  ;  and  fuch  was  the  terror 
common  to  him  and  his  officers,  that  he  gave 

orders  to  fleer  towards  the  rocks.  The  veflel 

* 

thus  direfted,  and  at  the  fame  time  ftrongly 
impelled  by  the  current,  flruck  three  times, 
and  at  length  remained  without  motion  on 

D 

the  fand. 

All  of  a  fudden  a  horrible  din  aflailed  our 
ears  :  the  malls  began  to  crack  ;  the  flapping 
fails  were  rent  'into  rags  by  the  violence  of 
the  wind  ;  and  the  loud  clamour  of  the  failors 
was  confounded  with  the  bellowing  furge. 
So  great  was  the  conflernation,  that  no  one 
thought  of  faving  his  life.  O  my  wife  !  O 
my  children  !  cried  every  tongue,  while 
every  hand  was  lifted  up  to  Heaven.  The 
mails,  however,  were  loon  cut  away  to  eafe 
the  fhip  ;  but  thefe  were  fruitlefs  cares  ;  for 

the 
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the  water  had  already  found  its  way  into  the 
cabin. 

In  this  wretched  fituation,  I  ftepped  up  to 
the  Captain,  whofe  difmay  was  fo  great,  that 
it  prevented  him  from  coming  to  any  refo- 
lution.  It  was  only  eighteen  months  fince 
Captain  Carlin  had  met  with  the  like  misfor¬ 
tune  near  Cape  Blanco,  and  by  fhooting  him- 
felf  in  defpair,  he  had  occafioned  the  lofs  of 
feveral  lives.  Afraid  that  we  might  lofe 
Captain  le  T  ui;c  in  the  fame  manner,  I  ex¬ 
horted  him  to  be  patient,  and  tried  to  raife 
his  drooping  fpirits  ;  but  it  was  in  vain,  and  we. 
fhould  have  been  irretrievably  loft,  if  Mou¬ 
fle  ur  Yan  the  fécond  mate,  M.  Suret  a  paf- 
fenger,  three  Englilh  failors,  and  a  few 
others,  animated  by  my  example,  had  not 
affifted  me  in  hoifting  out  the  long-boat,  and 
helped  me  afterwards  to  prevent  her  from 
being  funk  or  ftove  alongfide.  We  were 
compelled  to  llruggle  thus  during  a  tedious 
night  againft  the  furious  fea,  hoping  that 
when  the  dawn  fhould  appear  and  enable  us 
to  avoid  the  rocks,  which  furrounded  us  on 
every  tide,  we  might  have  it  in  our  power  to 
land  in  fafety  upon  the  beach. 
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All  thefe  precautions  being  taken,  I  called 
out  to  thofe  on  board  to  throw  a  tow  rope 
into  the  boat,  that  (he  might  be  hauled  back 
to  the  veflfel,  in  cafe  we  fhould  be  fortunate 
enough  to  get  fafe  to  the  fhore.  The  cap¬ 
tain,  the  mate,  and  three  fourths  of  the  crew, 
not  daring  to  be  the  fir  ft  to  try  this  defpente 
chance,  thefe  were  the  only  means  that  re¬ 
mained  to  fave  them. 

Scarcely  had  we  touched  the  water  with 
our  oars,  when  the  eddy  of  the  lea  forced 
them  out  of  our  hands  ;  the  boat  was  overfet, 
the  waves  difperfed  us,  and  threw  us  all  upon 
the  beach,  except  M.  Devoife,  brother  to  the 
Conful  of  Tripoli,  in  Syria.  I  rulhed  into  the 
fea,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  refeue  him 
from  a  watry  grave. 

Our  wretched  companions,  who  had  re¬ 
mained  on  board  the  fhip,  no  longer  looked 
up  to  us  for  alîîfiance  ;  but  I  foon  revived 
their  fainting  hopes,  by  leaping  into  the  water 
with  M.  Van,  whole  zeal  was  ever  ready  to 
fécond  mine,  and  who  found  means  to  pre¬ 
vail  upon  the  reft  to  join  us  in  our  endeavours 
to  get  the  boat  afloat.  We  effected  it  with  a 
great  deal  of  labour  ;  but  great  was  our  re- 
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ccmpence  alfo,  when  we  had  put  the  reft  of 
the  crew  afhore  !  We  only  efcaped,  how¬ 
ever,  from  this  fir  ft  danger,  to  be  the  victims 
of  another  of  a  {till  more  dreadful  kind. 

I  alked  the  captain  at  what  diftance  he 
fuppoled  we  might  be  from  Senegal;  but  was 
far  from  being  fatisfied  with'  his  anlwer.  Not 
knowing  confequently  u  hat  route  to  follow, 
I  told  my  companions,  t’  at  1  could  hardly 
flatter  mylelr  that  I  fhould  be  able  to  lead 
them  to  iome  hamlet  of  the  Trargea  nation, 
where  I  might  hone  to  meet  With  iome  of  the 
Arabs  with  whom  I  had  had  dealings  at  the 
fettlement  of  Senegal.  “  In  that  cale,”  added 
I,  “  our  captivity  would  be  lei s  rigorous  and 
of  Ihorter  duration.  But  I  dread  our  meeting 
with  fome  horde  of  the  tribes  of  Ouadelims, 
and  Labdefteba,  a  favage  race,  whole  only 
food  is  the  milk  of  their  camels,  and  who  are 
for  ever  wandering  up  and  down  the  defert.” 

We  had  fcarcely  landed,  when  1  prevailed 
upon  my  companions  to  climb  up  the  rocks, 
and  to  try  to  difeover  on  what  fhore  Provi¬ 
dence  had  thrown  us.  When  we  had  reached 
the  fummit,  we  perceived  an  immenfe  plain, 
covered  with  white  fand,  over  which  were 
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thinly  fcattered  a  few  creeping  plants,  not 
unlike  the  branches  of  coral.  The  feed 
they  bear  is  of  the  fame  colour,  and  nearly  of 
the  fame  form  as  muftard-feed.  The  Arabs 
call  it  Avezoud ,  gather  it,  and  make  a  pafte  of 
it,  that  they  confider  as  a  luxury.  At  a  great 
dihance,  the  eye  could  difcover  hills  of  fmall 
elevation,  which  being  covered  with  a  fpecies 
of  wild  heath,  refembled  an  extenfive  foreft. 

While  walking  towards  thele  hills,  I  per¬ 
ceived  fome  camel’s  dung  upon  the  ground, 
and  foon  after  faw  feveral  grazing  in  different 
places.  We  could  then  no  longer  doubt  that 
this  diftridt  was  inhabited,  and  felt  ourfelves 
more  at  eafe  after  the  difcovery  ;  for  without 
knowing  among  what  people  our  fate  had 
condudled  us,  we  were  the  happier  on  ap¬ 
proaching  human  habitations,  as  hunger, 
which  began  to  be  importunate,  might  have 
driven  us  to  direful  extremities.  No  one 
knew  better  than  I  what  we  had  to  fear  from 
it  ;  and  the  effects  of  thirft  were  ff  ill  more  to 
be  dreaded. 

This  fad  reflexion  occupied  my  mind,  when 
I  perceived  fome  children  at  a  diidance,  halt¬ 
ing  to  colledt  their  herds  of  goats,  and  to 
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drive  them  away.  I  concluded  frorn  thence 
that  we  had  been  defcried,  and  that  our  ap¬ 
pearance  had  excited  Tome  apprehenfion.  The 
cries  of  the  children  fpread  the  alarm  through 
the  neighbouring  camps,  and  we  foon  faw 
the  inhabitants  advancing  to  meet  us.  No 
fooner  did  they  make  out  what  we  were,  than, 
they  feparated,  began  to  Ikip  and  dance  upon 
the  fand,  covered  their  faces  with  their  hands, 
and  howled  and  cried  in  the  mold  dreadful 
manner  ;  this  was  enough  to  convince  us  that 
they  were  little  acquainted  with  European 
faces.  Their  geftures,  and  the  meafures  they 
took  to  furround  us,  did  not  afford  a  favour¬ 
able  prefage.  I  therefore  told  my  fellows  in 
misfortune  not  to  feparate,  but  to  walk  on  in 
an  orderly  manner,  until  I  Ihould  be  near 
enough  to  make  myfelf  heard.  In  my  former 
voyages  to  Senegal,  I  had  learnt  a  few  words 
of  Arabic,  from  which  I  hoped  to  derive  much 
advantage  on  the  prefent  occafion.  I  began 
by  tying  a  white  handkerchief  to  the  end  of 
my  cane,  in  the  form  of  a  flag  ;  Perhaps, 
thought  I,  they  may  have  fome  knowledge 
of  this  fignal,  efpecially  if  any  of  them  have 
been  at  Senegal  ;  or  if  they  have  ever  feen 
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fhipping  on  their  coaft,  they  will  know  us  to 
be  unfortunate  fhipwrecked  Frenchmen. 

When  we  drew  near  the  favages,  fome  of 
my  companions,  among  whom  were  the  firft 
and  fécond  mates,  difperfed  ;  but  they  were 
immediately  furrounded  and  feized  by  the 
collar.  It  was  not  till  that  moment,  when 
the  rays  of  the  fun  were  reflected  from  the 
polifhed  Heel  of  their  daggers,  that  we  dis¬ 
covered  them  to  be  armed  ;  for  not  having 
perceived  it  as  yet,  I  had  advanced  without 
fear.  The  two  unfortunate  men,  who  had 
been  carried  off,  not  making  their  appearance 
again,  all  my  efforts  to  Hop  the  others  became 
fruitlefs  :  fear  took  poffeffion  of  their  minds  ; 
they  uttered  unanimous  cries  of  defpair,  and 
ran  off  in  various  directions.  The  Arabs, 
armed  with  weighty  cutlaffes,  and  little  maces, 
rufhed  on  them  with  incredible  ferocity  ;  and 
I  foon  beheld  fome  of  them  wounded,  and 
others  {tripped  naked,  and  ftretched  out  al- 
moft  breathlefs  on  the  fand. 

In  the  midft  of  this  horrible  maffacre,  I 
perceived  an  unarmed  Arab.  From  his  drefs 
I  took  him  for  one  of  thofe  who  had  accom¬ 
panied  Prince  Allicoury,  in  a  vifit  he  had  for¬ 
merly 
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merly  made  me  on  the  Ifland  of  St.  Louis, 
and  immediately  I  ran  to  throw  myfelf  into 
his  arms;  but  after  viewing  me  for  fome 
time,  he  cah  upon  me,  upon  the  mate,  Mon- 
fieur  Devoife,  and  five  others  of  the  crew, 
who  had  never  quitted  me,  a  look  of  difdain, 
which  told  us  but  too  plainly,  that  we  were 
not  lefs  unfortunate  than  the  reft:  he  took 
me  by  the  hand,  looked  at  it  with  attention, 
counted  my  fingers,  and  put  his  hand  into 
the  hollow  of  mine,  making  at  the  fame  time 
feveral  motions  with  his  head.  He  then 
afked  me  who  I  was,  what  I  came  to  do 
there,  and  how  I  had  found  my  way  thither. 
I  traced  the  form  of  a  (hip  upon  the  fand,  and 
with  the  affihance  of  the  few  Arabic  words  I 
was  acquainted  with,  and  of  my  geftures,  I 
found  means  to  make  him  underhand  that 
1  folicited  his  affihance  to  conduct  us  to  the 
place  of  our  deftination.  I  added  that  I  had 
about  me  wherewith  to  recompenfe  his  trou¬ 
ble,  and  this  lah  article  he  feemed  to  under¬ 
hand  better  than  the  preceding  ones  ;  for 
immediately  after  he  locked  his  fingers  in 
mine,  as  an  ahurance  that  from  that  moment 
we  were  clofely  connected  ;  and  told  me  with 

equal 
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equal  hafte  to  deliver  to  him  the  efFe&s  of 
which  I  had  juft  fpoken.  I  gave  him  two 
very  handfome  watches,  one  a  repeater,  with 
the  chains  belonging  to  them,  a  gold  ftock- 
buckle,  two  pair  of  filver  buckles,  a  ring  fet 
with  brilliants,  a  filver  cup,  fork,  and  fpoon, 
and  two  hundred  livres  in  fpecie.  I  thought 
I  remarked,  that  though  much  pleafed  with 
the  trinkets,  &c.  he  was  ftill  more  fo  with 
the  money.  With  great  care,  and  ftill  greater 
myftery ,  he  hid  his  treafure  in  his  blue  fhirt, 
promiling  not  to  abandon  me.  The  precau¬ 
tion  I  had  taken  in  faving  thefe  valuable  ef¬ 
fects,  proved  to  me,  in  the  end,  an  almoft  in- 
exhauftible  fource  of  forrow. 

As  foon  as  the  Arab  s  booty  was  fecure,  he 
alked  on  what  part  of  the  coaft  we  had  been 
fhipwrecked.  I  pointed  it  out  to  him;  and 
he  immediately  called  feveral  of  his  people, 
and  told  them  to  follow  him.  From  the 
manner  in  which  they  addrefled  him,  I  per¬ 
ceived  that  my  protestor  was  a  man  of  con- 
fequence  ;  and  indeed  he  was  their  prieft, 
whom  they  call  'Talbe. 

When  arrived  at  the  fea-ftde,  they  began 
to  utter  loud  cries  of  joy;  but  the  jealoufy, 
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vifible  in  their  faces,  ere  long  called  up  the 
fpirit  of  difcord.  They  determined  to  make 
us  fwim  on  board,  and  get  out  of  the  fhip 
every  thing  it  was  poffible  to  fave  ;  but  we 
all  declined  it,  on  the  pretence  of  not  fwim- 
ming,  and  they  were  obliged  to  go  aboard 
themfelves.  How  ftrongly  was  the  fear  of 
not  having  as  much  as  thofe  who  had  fwum 
to  the  fhip,  expreffed  by  thofe  who  remained 
afhore  !  The  women  were  particularly  out¬ 
rageous. 

I11  the  mean  time  the  news  of  our  fhip- 
wreck  was  already  fpread  over  the  country  ; 
and  the  greedy  favages,  whofe  numbers  could 
not  fail  to  excite  ftill  further  jealoufy,  were 
feen  running  down  from  every  quarter  :  they 
foon  came  to  blows,  and  feveral  loft  their 
lives.  The  women,  enraged  at  not  being 
able  to  plunder  the  fhip,  fell  upon  us,  and 
tore  off  the  fmall  remains  of  clothes  we  had 
upon  our  backs  :  they  were  particularly  at¬ 
tentive  to  mine,  which  I  had  preferved  till 
then,  and  which  they  thought  dcferved  a 
preference. 

My  mafter,  who  was  more  like  any  thing 
elfe  than  a  warrior,  and  who  perceived  that 
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the  number  of  Arabs  was  every  moment  in- 
creafine,  called  two  of  his  friends,  whom  he 
very  wifely  admitted  to  the  partnerfhip  of 
twelve  fhipwrecked  men  that  had  put  them- 
felves  under  his  protection.  This  was  the 
bed  means  of  acquiring  partizans,  and  of  pre- 
ferving  the  portion  he  had  referved  for  him- 
felf.  After  having  made  the  neceffary  dipu- 
lations,  as  well  for  fharing  what  had  already 
been  got  out  of  the  fhip,  as  for  the  divilion  of 
the  (lavés  that  had  been  made,  he  withdrew 
from  the  crowd  by  way  of  fecuring  us  againft 
any  infult.  It  was  in  a  miferable  hut,  cover¬ 
ed  with  mofs,  that  we  were  lodged,  or  rather 
heaped  upon  one  another. 

Our  mailer’s  ftid  care  was  to  fearch  us- 
fcrupuloufly,  for  fear  we  (hould  dill  have  any 
thing  concealed.  Unfortunately  for  them, 
my  companions  had  not  been  able  to  keep  the 
(mailed  article  for  him,  fo  that  in  his  ill  hu¬ 
mour  he  treated  them  without  the  lead  re¬ 
gard.  He  took  away  even  their  fliirts  and 
handkerchiefs,  giving  them  to  underdand 
that  if  he  did  not,  fome  other  would.  He 
wanted  to  go  the  lame  length  with  me,  but 
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I  told  him  that  I  had  already  given  him 
enough,  and  he  defifted. 

Not  knowing  as  yet  what  horde  I  had 
fallen  in  with,  I  addrefled  myfelf  to  my  ma¬ 
iler,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  information  on 
that  head,  and  by  means  of  words  and  figns 
had  with  him  the  following-  converfation  : 
44  What  is  your  name,  and  that  of  your 
tribe  ?  And  why  did  you  avoid  the  bands  that 
advanced  to  the  fea-fide  ?” — “  My  name  is 
Sidy  Mahammet  del  Zouza  ;  my  tribe  is  that 
of  Labdeffeba;  and  I  avoided  the  Ouadelims 
becaufe  we  do  not  live  with  them  on  friendly 
terms.  But,  pray  what  is  your  name  ?  Are 
you  the  brother  of  thefe  men?”  fhewing  me 
my  companions.  I  anfwered  his  queftions  : 
but  I  was  much  afflidted  at  finding  that  we 
were  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  moll  fero¬ 
cious  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  Deferts  of 
Arabia.  I  forefaw  that  we  fhould  have  no¬ 
thing  but  hardfhips  and  trouble  to  undergo, 
till  the  moment  of  our  deliverance.  But  how 
were  we  to  be  delivered  ?  Alas  !  I  hardly 
dared  flatter  myfelf  with  the  hope. 

My  fears  were  but  too  well  founded.  My 
mafter,  after  having  buried  the  little  trealure 
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with  which  I  had  juft  enriched  him,  return¬ 
ed  to  the  beach,  to  fee  what  was  coming  to 
him  of  the  plunder  of  the  Ihip.  During  his 
abfence  a  band  of  Ouadelims  came  to  befiege 
our  retreat.  They  lacked,  plundered,  and 
overturned  every  thing.  They  laid  hold  of 
feme  of  us  by  the  throats,  of  other?  by  the 
hair  ;  two  of  them  advanced  towards  me, 
took  me  by  the  arms,  and  dragged  me  fir  ft 
one  way,  and  then  another.  1  he  fmall  re¬ 
mains  of  my  drels  became  the  object  ot  their 
jealous  fury.  More  of  them  run  up,  lur- 
round  and  carry  me  oft;  and  after  having 
torn  oft  my  Hurt  and  neck- handkerchief, 
pufhed  me  behind  a  heap  of  land.  There 
they  committed  all  kind  of  outrages  upon 
my  perfora  :  1  gave  mvfelf  up  for  loft,  and 
thought  t-hat  I  was  going  to  expire  beneath 
their  blows.  The  cords  v\  ith  which  they 
were  preparing  to  tie  me,  feemed  to  announce 
that  my  laft  hour  was  at  hand.  1  was  in  this 
cruel  expectation,  when  one  of  the  aflbeiates 
of  my  mafter  ran  up,  quite  out  ol  breath. 
44  Stop,”  cried  he,  44  you  have  committed 
unheard  of  outrages  in  the  hut  of  Sidy  Ma- 

O  J 

hammet,  our  talbe.  Not  contented  w  ith 

having 
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having  carried  off  his  Have,  you  have,  in  your 
blind  rage,  trod  under  foot  the  holy  books  of 
our  religion  ;  the  pried:,  incenfed  at  the  inde¬ 
cency  of  your  facrilegious  conduct,  has  in¬ 
filled  that  the  old  men  of  both  parties  fhould 
affemble,  and  judge  the  guilty  in  full  council. 
Believe  me;  five  him  back  his  Have;  it  is 
the  only  means  to  appeafe  his  anger,  and  pre¬ 
vent  the  confequences*.”  This  threat  pro¬ 
duced  the  effect  that  Mahammet’s  emiffuy 
expected.  I  was  delivered  up  to  him  by 
thole  who  had  ^treated  me  fo  cruelly,  after 
having  feparated  me  from  my  companions  in 
misfortune.  lie  took  me  away  immediately, 
to  lead  me  to  a  new  feene  of  torture. 

Nouegem,  for  that  was  the  name  of  the 
man  who  had  juft  delivered  me,  conducted 
me  diredtly  to  the  place  where  the  council 
was  affembled.  “  Here,”  faid  he,  introduc¬ 
ing  me,  “  is  Sidy  Mahammet’s  Have  :  I  have 
been  following  him  the  whole  day,  that  I 

*  I  was  not  as  yet  fufficiently  mnflcr  of  the  Arabic  to 
comprehend  this  fpeech  and  feverai  others  that  I  lhall  men¬ 
tion  ;  but  when  I  underflood  that  language  better,  I  beg¬ 
ged  my  mailer  to  repeat  thçm. 
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might  not  lofe  fight  of  him  ;  and  after  much 
danger  and  fatigue,  I  have  got  him  out  of  the 
hands  of  thofe  who  had  carried  him  off.  I 
a(k,  an  the  reward  of  mv  pains,  that  he  may 
he  one  of  the  (laves  that  are  to  belong  to  me. 
I  have  the  greate:  right  to  him,  as  I  (aw  him 
deliver  to  his  matter  a  quantity  of  effects, 
which  feemed  to  be  very  valuable.”  Imme¬ 
diately  a  ciowd  of  women  and  children  ga¬ 
thered  round  me.  They  looked  at  me  atten¬ 
tively,  and  all  cried  out  together,  Es  Rev. 

Sidy  Mahammet,  enraged  at  what  Noue- 
gem  had  juft  revealed  in  regard  to  his  trea- 
fure,  and  at  the  pretendons  he  had  juft  dis¬ 
covered.  caft  upon  him  a  look  full  of  con¬ 
tempt  and  anger,  and  lpoke  as  follows  : 
“  Whether  this  Chriftian  be  rey  or  not,  he 
belongs  to  me  :  he  came  of  his  own  accord 
to  throw  himfelf  into  mv  arms,  and  I  have 

J  7 

promifed  to  protect  and  condudl  him  to 
Pi  'ince  Allicoury.  I  have  given  mv  word, 
and  I  hope  the  tribunal  will  make  a  diftinc- 
tion  in  favour  of  my  rights,  between  a  man 
of  my  character,  and  fuch  a  one  asNouegem, 
whom  I  fhould  punifh  feverely  it  I  treated 
him  as  he  deferves,”  The  reader  may  judge 
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from  hence  of  the  pride  of  the  Arabian 
prie  fis. 

“  Since  iuch  are  year  prétendons,”  an- 
fwered  the  Arab,  “  and  ?s  your  {lave  cannot 
be  mine,  he  fhall  die  by  my  hand.”  On  fay¬ 
ing;  thefe  words,  he  drew  his  dagger  to  ftab 
me.  I  flood  trembling  beneath  the  barba¬ 
rian’s  threatening  fteel  ;  but  my  mafter,  with¬ 
out  lofs  of  time,  threw  upon  me  a  kind  of 
rofary  *  of  enormous  length  ;  he  then  took  a 
little  book  which  hung  to  his  girdle  :  and  at 
the  fame  inftant  the  women  rufhed  upon  me, 
and  took  me  out  of  the  hands  of  Nouegem  to 
deliver  me  into  thofe  of  the  wrathful  prieft, 
fo  much  were  they  afraid  left  he  fhould  pro¬ 
nounce  an  anathema  againft  his  adversary. 
The  council  in  a  body  approved  the  talbe’s  ex¬ 
ertion  of  authority  ;  while  the  conduT  of  the 
women  was  much  laughed  at,  and  applauded 
at  the  fame  time. 

At  a  few  paces  from  the  place  where  the 
feene  had  juft  paft,  I  found  my  fellows  in 
misfortune,  whom  I  had  defpaired  of  ever 

*  The  talbes  wear  a  long  firing  of  1 15  fmall  black  balls, 
and  make  ufe  of  them  as  the  Catholics  do  of  their  rofaries. 
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feeing;  again.  But,  °;ood  heavens  !  in  what  a 
ftate  did  I  find  them  !  they  had  already  begun 
to  feel  the  torments  of  hunger.  They  had 
ate  nothing  for  two  days  ;  nor  was  1  lefs  ex- 
haufted  than  they  ;  but  the  critical  circum- 
ftances  in  which  I  had  found  myfelf,  had  fo 
•agitated  my  fpirits,  that  I  had  in  a  manner 
loft  the  faculty  of  feeling  the  want  by  which 
Ï  was  fo  hardly  prefied. 

When  become  a  little  more  tranquil,  I  re¬ 
flected  on  the  danger  from  which  I  had  fo 
fortunately  efcaped  ;  and  my  emotion  was  fo 
great  that  I  could  not  refrain  from  weeping. 
I  endeavoured  to  conceal  from  every  eye  this 
teftimony  of  my  fenfibility  and  grief.  But 
fome  women  perceiving  it,  inftead  of  being 
moved  to  compaftion  threw  fand  in  my  eyes, 
as  they  faid,  to  wipe  away  my  tears.  Luckily 
the  night  coming  on,  and  concealing  me  from 
their  view,  faved  me  from  the  fury  of  thefe 
monfters. 

Three  days  had  already  elapfed  fince  we 
were  made  Haves,  and  we  had  as  yet  had  no¬ 
thing  to  eat  but  a  little  meal,  fpoiled  by  the 
fait  water,  and  rendered  ftill  more  deteftable 
by  a  mixture  of  barley-meal,  that  had  been 

long 
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long  kept  in  goat  Heins;  and  even  this 
wretched  repaid  was  interrupted  by  cries  of 
alarm,  which  we  heard  at  fome  didance. 

One  of  Sidy  Mahammet’s  friends  ran  up  to 
him  to  advife  him  to  hide  himfelf  as  fail  as 
poflible,  as  the  Ouadelims  were  pouring  in 
from  all  quarters,  with  the  intention  of  car¬ 
rying  off  what  his  horde  had  captured. 
“  Fly  with  your  Haves,”  faid  he,  “  while  I 
go  and  afiemble  fome  of  our  people  ;  and  at 
the  dawn  of  day  we  will  fet  off  on  our  march, 
to  return  to  our  habitations.”  I  have  fince 
learned  that  the  Arabs  of  the  horde  of  Lab- 
deffeba  had  only  repaired  to  the  fea-coaft 
three  days  before  our  fhip wreck,  to  gather 
wild  grain  for  the  fubiiHence  of  their  fami¬ 
lies.  A  place  of  rendezvous  was  agreed 
upon  ;  after  which  we  went  and  hid  our- 
felves  behind  fome  hillocks  of  fand,  where 
we  remained  till  fome  Arabs  of  a  different 
tribe,  but  equally  interefted  in  the  preferva- 
jtion  of  their  plunder,  came  to  join  us,  and  re¬ 
inforce  our  band.  A  guide,  who  had  gone 
before  us,  had  placed  fmall  pyramids  of  Hones 
from  diHance  to  diflance,  to  point  out  the 
road  we  wçre  to  follow,  and  to  prevent  our 
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falling  into  the  midtt  of  fome  hoftile  horde, 
particularly  that  of  the  Ouadelims.  Thefe 
people,  indeed,  are  univerfally  fo  greedy  and 
rapacious,  that  friends,  or  enemies,  they  are 
almott  equally  to  be  feared.  At  break  of 
day,  all  thofe  that  had  Chriftian  Haves,  hav¬ 
ing  joined  us,  we  fet  off  on  our  march  for  the 
inland  country,  where  refided  the  families  of 
our  refpe£tive  matters. 

It  is  impoffible  for  me  to  exprefs  how 
much  we  had  to  flitter,  efpecially  from  thirtt. 
It  became  fo  painful  to  us  to  move  our 
tongues,  that  we  did  not  dare  to  afk  one  ano¬ 
ther  any  queftions.  We  were  obliged  to  go  the 
fame  pace  as  the  camels,  which  were  hurried 
on  at  a  rapid  rate  ;  and  our  matters,  from  the 
fear  of  our  being  taken  from  them,  marched 
and  counter-marched  us  fo  many  different 
ways,  that  it  was  fifteen  days  before  we 
reached  their  habitation,  while,  by  following 
the  diredt  road,  we  fhould  have  arrived  there 
at  moft  in  five. 

After  having  climbed  up  mountains  of  a 
prodigious  height,  and  entirely  covered  with 
Imall  grey  ttones  as  fharp  as  flints,  we  de- 
fcended  into  a  fandy  bottom,  thickly  fown 
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with  prickly  thirties.  There  we  flackened 
our  pace  :  the  foies  of  my  feet  were  by  this 
time  all  over  blood,  and  it  became  importable 
for  me  to  get  on  any  further.  My  mafter 
was  therefore  obliged  to  take  me  up  behind 
him  on  his  camel  ;  but  this  attention  on  his 
part,  fo  far  from  being  a  relief  to  me,  was  the 
caufe  of  my  fufFering  unheard  of  torments. 
The  camel’s  pace  is  naturally  very  heavy,  and 
his  trot  exceedingly  hard.  As  I  was  naked  I 
had  nothing  between  me  and  the  animal’s 
bare  back,  fo  that  in  a  fhort  time  I  was 
dreadfully  galled.  My  blood  ftreamed  down 
the  flanks  of  the  camel  :  but  this  fpedtacle, 
inftead  of  exciting  the  fenfibility  and  com- 
pafiion  of  thele  barbarians,  ferved  them  as 
matter  of  amufement.  They  made  a  fport 
of  my  fuffe rings  ;  and  that  they  might  enjoy 
it  the  better,  urged  on  the  hearts  upon  which 
they  were  mounted.  My  fores  would  no 
doubt  have  become  incurable,  if  I  had  not 
come  to  a  violent,  though  necertary  refolu- 
tion,  that  of  letting  myfelf  fall  upon  the  fand. 
All  the  hurt  I  met  with  in  falling,  was  the 
being  pricked  from  head  to  foot  by  the 
thirties,  with  which  I  have  already  faid  the 
ground  was  covered. 
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In  the  dulk  of  the  evening,  we  perceived  a 
very  thick  fmoke,  and  I  thought  we  were 
approaching  fome  hamlet  where  we  fhould 
find  fomething  to  eat,  and  above  all  fome- 
thing  to  drink  ;  but  I  foon  faw  that  it  was 
nothing  but  underwood,  behind  which  our 
guide  had  taken  up  his  lodging.  I  went  and 
ttretched  myfelf  out  behind  a  bufh,  and  there 
waited  for  death  ;  but  fcarcely  had  I  laid 
down  when  an  Arab  of  our  company  came  to 
make  me  get  up  and  unload  his -camel.  I 
was  fo  incenfed  at  the  manner  in  which  this 
man  gave  me  orders,  that  I  anfwered  him 
without  any  ceremony.  Immediately  he 
{hatched  off  my  head  an  old  failor’s  hat  that 
had  been  given  to  me  in  head  of  my  own, 
fpit  upon  it  as  a  mark  of  contempt,  and  feiz- 
ed  me  very  roughly  by  the  arm  to  drag  me 
towards  the  camel.  As  foon  as  he  laid  his 
hand  upon  me,  I  was  no  longer  matter  of  my 
refentment.  I  began  by  giving  him  a  blow 
in  the  face  with  my  fift  ;  then  difengaging 
myfelf  from  his  hands,  I  took  up  a  ttick  with 
a  lance  at  the  end,  and  ran  up  to  ttrike  him, 
but  he  took  to  his  heels,  and  thus  efcaped  the 
effe&s  of  my  anger. 


At 
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At  the  fame  inftant  I  perceived  my  matter 
advancing  towards  me.  Not  knowing  his 
defign,  I  called  out  to  him  that  if  his  inten¬ 
tion  was  to  avenge  his  countryman,  he  would 
find  me  prepared  to  go  any  length,  rather 
than  fuffer  myfelf  to  be  ftruck.  My  refolu- 
tion  and  threats  made  him  laugh  ;  however 
he  difpelled  my  apprehenfions,  by  telling  me 
I  had  nothing  to  fear.  This  adventure  made 
me  imagine  that  with  firm  nefs  I  might  avoid 
a  great  deal  of  ill-treatment,  to  which  1  could 
not  fail  of  being  expofed,  if  I  fhewed  any 
figns  of  fear,  and  1  often  experienced  after¬ 
wards,  that  this  idea  was  well-founded. 
Thefe  Arabs  are  only  brave  where  they  meet 
with  no  refinance. 

Soon  after  I  favv  preparations  made  which 
gave  me  a  great  deal  of  uneafinefs.  Flints 
were  heated  in  a  large  kind  of  furnace  ;  I  faw 
a  great  flone,  which  was  lying  under  a  bufh, 
taken  up;  a  hole  was  dug  in  the  earth,  and  the 
Arabs  frequently  repeating  my  name,  burft 
into  violent  fits  of  laughter.  At  length  they 
called  me,  and  made  me  draw  near  the  hole 
they  had  juft  dug.  He,  whom  I  bad  beat, 
made  me  a  number  of  figns  with  his  hand, 
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paffing  it  backwards  and  forwards  along  his 
neck,  as  if  he  was  going  to  cut  off  his  head, 
or  meant  to  make  me  underftand  that  I  Ihould 
lofe  mine.  Determined  as  I  was  to  make  a 
flout  relillance,  all  thefe  gelfures  excited  very 
unpleafant  feelings.  But  how  great  was  my 
furprize,  when,  on  approaching  the  cavity,  I 
faw  a  leathern  bottle,  a  little  bag  containing 
barley  meal,  and  a  goat  that  had  been  lately 
killed  taken  out  of  it.  The  light  of  thefe 
provifions  reflored  me  to  my  tranquillity,  al¬ 
though  I  was  ignorant  of  the  ufe  to  which 
the  heated  flints  were  to  be  applied.  At 
length  I  faw  a  wooden  veffel,  in  which  fome 
barley-meal  had  been  thrown,  filled  with 
water;  and  the  heated  pebbles  thrown  into 
it  ferved  to  make  it  boil.  It  was  thus  that 
our  mailers  made  a  kind  of  palle,  which  they 
kneaded  in  their  hands,  and  fwailowed  with¬ 
out  chewing.  As  to  us  Haves,  our  repaid 
confided  of  the  fame  meal  mixed  up  with 
water  :  it  was  thrown  upon  a  carpet  which 
ferved  our  mailer  to  put  under  his  feet  dur¬ 
ing  the  prayer,  and  as  a  mattrafs  at  night. 
After  having  for  a  long  w  hile  kneaded  this 
palle,  hedelivered  it  to  me  to  divide  it  with  my 
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fellow  {laves.  It  is  impoffible  to  conceive 
how  nauleous  it  was  to  the  tafle.  The  water 
with  which  it  was  made,  had  been  procured 
upon  the  fea-fide,  and  then  inclofed  in  a  raw 
goat’s- fkin  ;  to  prevent  it  from  corrupting,  a 
kind  of  tar  had  been  put  into  it,  and  had  given 
it  a  mod  horrid  fmell.  The  fame  water  was 
given  us  for  our  drink,  and  bad  as  it  was,  in 
very  fmall  quantities. 

The  Arab  whom  I  had  ftruck,  hearing  that 
I  complained,  gave  me  the  remains  of  his 
pafte,  and  told  me  that  the  next  day  we 
{hould  eat  the  goat,  which  had  been  killed 
on  purpofe  for  us,  as  he  had  given  me  to  un¬ 
derhand  by  his  figns.  I  teftified  to  him,  half 
by  words,  and  half  by  geftures,  my  great  fur- 
prize  at  the  finding  of  theie  provisions  ;  and 
he  employed  the  fame  language  to  tell  me, 
that  the  guide,  who  had  gone  on  before  us, 
had  procured  them  in  a  neighbouring  ham¬ 
let,  and  had  hid  them  under  ground,  to  con¬ 
ceal  them  from  the  fight  of  the  Moors,  in 
cafe  any  {hould  pafs  that  way.  Theie  details 
afonifhed  me,  but  lefs,  I  muft  confefs,  than 
to  fee  the  refentment  of  this  Arab  converted 
into  acts  of  kindnefs  and  complaifance.  When 
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our  repaft  was  over,  each  of  us  retired  to 
fleep  behind  a  bufh. 

As  early  as  the  dawn  of  day,  we  heard  our 
mafters  voices,  ordering  us  to  affemble  and 
load  our  camels.  After  having;  obeved  them, 
we  continued  our  journey  with  the  imall 
quantity  of  provifions  that  remained.  It  was 
almoft  noon  when  we  halted  in  a  plain, 
where  we  did  not  find  a  Angle  tree  to  fhadc 
us  from  the  rays  of  the  fun,  which  came 
down  perpendicularly  upon  our  heads.  There 
we  were  employed  in  unloading  the  camels, 
and  in  tearing  up  roots  to  make  a  fire,  a  piece 
of  bufinefs  the  more  difagreeable,  as  in  this 
country  all  the  trees,  roots  and  ft  rubs  are  co¬ 
vered  with  thorns.  As  foon- as  the  Are  had 
heated  the  fand,  the  goat  was  entirely  cover¬ 
ed  with  it,  and  we  continued  to  feed  the 
flames,  while  our  mafters  regaled  themfelves 
with  the  raw  gueafe  ;  they  even  feemed  to 
confidcr  it  as  a  great  dainty.  As  foon  as  the 
meat  was  dreffed,  it  was  taken  up  ;  and  the 
Arabs,  without  giving  themfelves  the  time  to 
take  oft  the  fand  that  was  flicking  to  it,  de¬ 
voured  it  with  incredible  voracity.  After 
having  well  gnawed  the  bones,  they  made 
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life  of  their  nails,  the  better  to  tear  away  the 
little  remaining  fie  Hi  ;  they  then  threw  them, 
to  us,  enjoining  ns  to  eat  with  diipatch,  and 
reload  the  camels,  that  we  might  renew  ouf 
inarch  without  delay. 

The  fun  was  near  fetting,  when  by  the 
light  of  its  fiery  rays  (for  in  this  country  the 
lun  almoft  always  fets  in  a  red  horizon)  we 
difcovered  tents  fcattered  here  and  there 
upon  a  rifmg  ground,  and  flocks  and  herds 
returning  from  part ure.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  camp  we  were  approaching  came  out  in- 
crowds  to  meet  us;  but,  far  from  praétifing 
the  kind  laws  of  hofpitality  in  our  regard, 
they  loaded  us  with  abufe,  and  made  us  fufFer 
the  moft  inhuman  treatment  :  two  of  my 
fellows  in  misfortune  were  reduced  to  a  moft 
dreadful  hate  ;  the  women  elpeciaily,  far 
more  ferocious  than  the  men,  took  a  pleafure 
in  tormenting  them.  The  refinance  our 
maulers  dared  to  oppofe  was  a  very  feeble 
one  ;  they  leemed  on  the  contrary  delighted 
to  fee  that  more  attention  was  paid  to  us  than 
to  the  lading  of  their  camels. 

Î  had  removed  to  a  little  diflance  from  mine, 
when  all  on  a  hidden,  perceiving  a  man  level 
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a  double-barrelled  gun*  at  me,  I  prefented  my 
breafl:  to  him,  and  bad  him  fire.  This  aft  of 
firmnefs,  to  which  he  was  no  doubt  little  ac- 
cuftomed,  aftonifhed  him,  and  his  furprize 
contributed  to  ftrengthen  my  idea,  that  an 
appearance  of  not  fearing  theie  people,  keeps 
them  in  awe.  I  was  walking  up  to  the  man 
in  queftion,  when  a  hone,  thrown  by  an  un¬ 
known  hand,  but  which  I  fufpefted  to  be  that 
of  a  woman,  ftruck  me  on  the  head.  I  was 
ft  untied  for  a  moment  ;  as  foon  as  I  reco¬ 
vered  my  fenfes,  I  fell  into  a  violent  rage, 
and  called  out  for  vengeance.  This  was 
enough  to  fpread  fright  and  terror  among  the 
children  ;  and  even  the  favages,  who  were 
come  out  to  meet  us,  not  knowing  what 
might  be  the  matter,  took  flight.  One  of 
them,  however,  before  he  retired,  ftruck  me 
on  the  breaft  with  the  butt-end  of  a  mu  fleet, 
and  made  me  vomit  blood.  If  I  could  have 
difeovered  the  man  who  dealt  the  blow,  I 
would  have  revenged  myfelf  at  all  events  ; 

*  In  the  coutfe  of  a  few  years  part,  feveral  fhips  going 
on  the  flave-trade  have  been  loft  on  that  coaft  :  the  Arabs 
having  taken  out  the  cargoes,  it  is  not  furprizing  that  they 
fhould  have  mufkets  in  their  pofleftion. 
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reduced  as  I  was  to  the  neceftity  of  making 
my  complaint,  I  did  it  with  fo  much  vehe¬ 
mence,  that  I  excited  the  curiofity  of  fome  of 
thefe  moulders.  They  alked  my  mafter  who 
I  was.  “  He  is  a  Chriftian,”  anfwered  he, 
“■  who  mud;  needs  be  very  rich.  He  has  a 
great  quantity  of  mulkets,  balls,  flints,  and 
icarlet  cloth  *.  To  judge  how  much  he  is 
fuperior  to  the  reft,  it  was  fufflcient  for  us  to 
fee  that  he  was  far  more  richly  drefted,  to 
perceive  that  his  linen  was  perfumed  with  a 
very  agreeable  fcent-f-,  and  to  know  that  he 
received  Prince  Allicoury,  his  wife,  and  all 
his  retinue  at  his  houfed* 

I  had  thought  to  avoid  a  great  deal  of  bad 
treatment,  by  faying  that  this  prince  had 
come  to  pay  me  a  vifit  ;  and  to  provç  it  I  had 
mimicked  his  buffoons,  who  are  called  egeums. 
This  kind  of  farce  pleaded  my  mafter  fo 
much,  that  he  made  me  repeat  it  as  often  as 
he  had  an  opportunity.  He  made  ufe  of  this 
little  ftratagem  to  divert  thofe  by  whom  he 

*  He  thought  that  the  flores  in  the  king’s  warehoufes 
belonged  to  me. 

f  This  (cent  was  nothing  more  than  lavender,  of  which 
my  linen  had  retained  the  fmell. 
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feared  to  be  plundered,  and  to  keep  their  at¬ 
tention  otherwife  engaged.  Scarcely  had  he 
mentioned  my  talent  for  imitating  the  ege- 
ums,  when  I  was  furrounded  by  men,  wo¬ 
men,  and  children,  who  continually  repeated 
to  me  ganne ,  fing*.  As  foon  as  I  had  done, 
they  made  me  begin  again,  and  I  was  obliged 
to  comply,  as  well  to  amufe  them,  as  to  pro¬ 
cure  (why  fhould  I  not  confefs  it)  a  few 
drops  of  camel’s  milk,  the  reward  of  this 
forry  buffoonery. 

We  ff aid  only  one  day  in  this  canton,  the 
inhabitants  of  which,  however  ill-difpofed  in 
the  beginning,  were  good  enough  to  give  us 
provisions  for  three  or  four  days.  The  plains 
we  traverfed  in  advancing  towards  the  ealb, 
were  covered  with  little  pebbles,  as  white  as 
fnow,  and  as  round  and  as  flat  as  a  lentil. 
While  walking  we  heard  a  hollow  found  be¬ 
neath  our  feet,  as  if  the  ground  had  been  ex¬ 
cavated.  Thefe  regions  afford  no  variety, 
the  country  being  entirely  flat,  and  not  pro¬ 
ducing  any  plant  whatever.  The  horizon  is 

*  This  nation  is  very  fond  of  Tinging  :  they  generally 
jangc  themfelyes  round  him  who  affords  them  this  pleafure. 
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there  obfcured  by  a  reddifh  vapour.  It  looks 
as  if  there  were  burning  volcanoes  on  every 
fide.  The  little  pebbles  fling  the  feet  like 
fparks  of  fire  :  neither  bird,  nor  infedt,  isfeen 
in  the  air  :  a  profound  filence,  that  has  fome* 
thing  dreadful  in  it,  prevails.  If  now  and 
then  a  fmall  breeze  arife,  the  traveller  imme¬ 
diately  feels  extreme  lafiitude;  his  lips  crack* 
his  fkin  is  parched  up,  and  little  pimples,  that 
occafion  a  very  painful  fmarting,  cover  his 
body.  Our  conductors,  who  had  advanced 
into  thefe  regions  to  avoid  fome  hordes,  from 
whom  they  would  have  had  much  to  fear, 
were  not  more  exempt  than  ourfelves  from 
the  ills  we  buffered  in  this  tradt  of  country  ^ 
into  which  the  fierceft  animals  dare  not  ad* 
venture.  The  rays  of  the  fun  ftruck  upon 
the  pebbles,  and  I  was  afraid  at  every  inffant 
left  the  reflection  fhould  deprive  me  of  my 
fights 

We  proceeded  from  this  immenfe  plain 
into  a  fécond,  vhich  the  wind  had  furrowed 
from  diflance  to  diftance  with  a  firm  fand  of 
a  reddifh  colour.  Some  odoriferous  plants 
which  reared  their  heads  above  the  ridges  of 
the  furrows,  were  inflantly  devoured  by  the 
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camels,  almoft  as  famifhed  as  ourfelves.  We 
had  the  good  fortune,  in  quitting  this  landy 
plain,  to  find  a  bottom  furrounded  with 
mountains,  the  foil  of  which  was  white,  and 
of  a  marlv  nature.  It  was  in  this  kind  of 
valley,  at  the  foot  of  feme  broo'm,  forming  a 
kind  of  bovver  with  its  interwoven  branches, 
that  we  met  with  water  to  quench  our  rag¬ 
ing  third:.  We  drank  it  with  unfpeakable 
pleafure,  although  it  was  very  bitter,  covered 
with  green  mofs,  and  of  a  foetid  fmell. 

The  evening,  however,  made  us  amends, 
by  bringing  us  to  a  horde  that  was  encamped 
at  the  diftance  of  a  few  leagues.  We  there 
met  with  a  very  good  reception,  the  road  to 
other  habitations  was  pointed  out  to  us,  and 
we  were  told  that  we  fhould  meet  with  all 
the  necedary  affidance  to  enable  us  to  reach 
the  relidence  of  our  mailers.  This  event  was 
the  more  fortunate,  as  our  guides  had  loft 
their  way. 

My  mailer’s  brother-in-law,  who  was  one 
of  the  chiefs  of  the  horde,  took  particular 
care  of  all  the  Haves.  He  ordered  camel’s 
milk,  and  odrien’s  fielh  dried  in  the  fun,  and 
chopped  up  fmall,  to  be  given  us.  I  do  not 
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know  what  prepoffeffed  him  in  my  favour  * 
but  he  walked  up  to  me,  and  addreffed  me 
thus:  “  Unfortunate  Chriftian,  my  brother 
has  been  long  my  debtor,  if  you  will  confent 
to  attach  yourfelf  to  me,  he  and  I  will  fettle 
the  matter  between  us.”  This  propofal  made 
me  tremble  ;  for  it  feemed  to  threaten  me 
with  a  long  captivity.  I  was  fo  firmly  per- 
fuaded  that  mine  was  to  be  of  fhort  duration, 
that  I  ran  in  hafte  to  acquaint  my  mafter 
with  the  intentions  of  his  brother-in-law, 
and  begged  him  not  to  confent  to  any  fuch 
arrangement.  I  gave  him  to  underhand  that 
my  ranfom  would  amount  to  more  than  his 
brother  would  efive  him.  44  Do  not  be  un- 

o 

eafy,”  faid  he,  “  when  you  leave  me,  it  fhall 
be  to  £o  to  Morocco  or  Seneval,  and  that 

O  O' 

fhall  be  ere  long.”  This  hope  fdled  my 
heart  with  inexpreflible  joy.  However,  not- 
withffanding  my  grateful  fenfe  of  Sidy  Sel- 
lem’s  kind  behaviour,  his  propofal  left  un- 
pleafant  apprehenlions  in  my  mind.  He  per¬ 
ceived  it,  and  told  me  that  I  might  one  day 
repent  the  not  having  accepted  his  offers.  I 
attributed  this  dilcourfe  to  his  defire  of  hav¬ 
ing  me  in  his  poffeffion  :  but  I  afterwards  dif- 
covered  that  he  had  not  deceived  me. 


After 
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After  three  days  reft  among  the  Arabs  of 
the  horde  called  Larouffye,  we  fet  off  again 
on  our  march,  to  advance  further  up  the 
country,  where  we  were  to  find  the  families 
of  our  conductors.  It  was  not  till  after  fix- 
teen  days  of  fatigue,  and  the  moft  dreadful 
want,  that  we  arrived  quite  fpent,  and  almoft 
reduced  to  fkeletons. 

At  fun  rife  we  difcovered  a  hamlet  that 
feemed  at  firft  fight  a  delightful  abode.  Se¬ 
veral  tents  fpread  under  tufted  trees,  and  in¬ 
numerable  flocks  and  herds  feeding  upon  the 
hills,  made  this  place  look  like  the  retreat  of 
happinefs  and  peace  ;  but,  on  a  nearer  approach, 
it  affumed  quite  a  different  appearance.  The 
trees,  of  which  I  had  admired  the  verdant 
foliage,  were  old  gum-trees  ;  and  their  boughs 
thick-fet  with  thorns,  rendered  the  fhade 
they  diffufed  about  them  inacceffible.  We 
were  foon  perceived  upon  the  declivity  of  a 
hill,  which  led  to  the  abode  of  our  mafters. 

Several  black  (laves,  generally  employed  to 
tend  the  camels,  came  out  to  meet  them,  to 
kifs  their  feet,  and  enquire  about  their  wel¬ 
fare  ;  while  the  children,  at  a  greater  diftance, 
made  the  air  re-echo  with  their  joyful  cries, 

and 
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and  the  women  {landing  refpe&fully  at  the 
entrance  of  their  tents,  waited  for  their  hus¬ 
bands.  As  they  approached,  their  wives  ad¬ 
vanced  with  a  fubmiffive  air,  laid  their  right 
hand  upon  their  hufbands’  heads,  kified  it, 
and  threw  themfelves  proftrate  on  the  ground. 
This  ceremony  over,  they  cad;  on  us  a  look 
of  curiofity,  and  began  immediately  to  load 
us  with  abufe.  The  children,  following  their 
example,  pinched  us,  pulled  out  our  hair,  and 
tore  our  flefh  with  their  nails.  Their  cruel 
mothers  called  them  Sometimes  towards  one 
of  us,  Sometimes  towards  another,  and  took  a 
pleafure  in  feeing  us  tormented.  Wretched 
men  that  we  were  !  worn  out  with  fatigue, 
hunger,  and  third,  we  had  impatiently  de- 
fired  the  moment  of  our  arrival  :  could  we, 
alas  !  forefee  the  new  tortures  that  awaited 
us. 

In  the  mean  time  our  mailers  divided  their 
flaves.  As  foon  as  mine  had  received  the 
careffes  of  all  his  family,  I  afked  him  which 
of  the  women  that  Surrounded  him  wras  his 
favourite  :  he  fhewed  her  to  me  ;  and  I  ap¬ 
proached  to  give  her  two  handfuls  of  cloves, 
that  he  had  carefully  preferred,  on  purpofe 

that 
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that  by  offering  them  to  her,  1  might  attract 
a  more  favourable  noticei  I  knew  that  the 
Moorifh  women  were  paffionately  fond  of 
odours,  particularly  of  that  of  cloves.  How¬ 
ever,  Ihe  received  my  prefent  with  intuiting 
haughtinefs,  and  drove  me  from  her  tent  with 
contempt.  A  moment  after,  this  woman, 
the  moll:  Ipiteful  I  ever  knew,  and  hated  by 
all  about  her  on  account  of  the  malignity  of 
her  difpofition,  came  to  order  Meff.  Devoile, 
Baudré,  and  myfelf,  who  had  fallen  to  her 
hulband’s  lot,  to  unload  the  camels,  to  clean 
a  kind  of  kettle,  and  to  go  and  tear  up  roots 
to  make  a  lire.  While  Ihe  was  come  to  make 
known  her  will  to  us,  her  dear  hulband  had 
fallen  quietly  afleep  on  the  knees  of  one  of  his 
concubines. 

The  hope  of  foon  obtaining  my  liberty  gave 
me  the  fortitude  neceffary  to  enable  me  to 
bear  the  hard  ufage  of  this  tyrannical  woman. 
I  fet  off  then  to  make  faggots  ;  but  how  great 
was  my  diftrefs,  when  on  my  return,  I  faw 
two  of  my  fellows  in  misfortune  cruelly 
beaten,  and  ff retched  out  upon  the  fand. 
They  had  been  treated  thus,  becaufe,  their 
ftrength  being  entirely  exhauffed,  they  had 

not 
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not  been  able  to  fulfil  the  tafk  afiigned  them. 

I  awaked  my  mafter  with  redoubled  cries, 
and  though  I  as  yet  fpoke  the  language  but 
imperfectly,  I  undertook  to  addrefs  to  him 
the  following  fpeech  :  “  Did  you  then  only 
bring  us  here  that  we  might  be  killed  by  your 
cruel  wife  ?  RecolleCt  the  promife  you  made 
me  ;  conduCt  me  without  delay  to  Senegal, 
or  to  Moroccb  ;  otherwife  I  declare  to  you, 
that,  were  it  to  coft  me  my  life,  I  will  have 
you  robbed,  if  I  cannot  do  it  myfelf,  of  all  the 
valuable  effeCts  I  delivered  to  you.  I  £hall 
eafily  find  a  mafter,  who  will  treat  me  with 
more  humanity  than  you  do.” 

The  approach  of  feveral  of  his  neighbours, 
witneffcs  to  the  vehemence  of  my  anger, 
feemed  to  give  great  uneafinefs  to  my  mafter, 
who  was  afraid  that  I  fhould  recount  the 
number  of  the  efteCts  delivered  to  him.  He 
came  to  me,  took  me  by  the  arm,  and  pufhed 
me  haftily  into  his  tent,  defiringme  not  tomake 
fo  much  noife.  He  then  offered  me  a  por¬ 
ringer  of  milk  :  “  Carry  it,”  faid  I,  “to  my 
companions,  who  are  dying  of  want.”  He 
anfwered  that  he*  was  going  to  give  them 
fome,  and  that  he  begged  me  to  be  quiet.  I  then 
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fhowed  him  my  bleeding  and  excoriated 
arms.  “  Recolledt,”  faid  I,  in  my  broken 
language,  “  that  at  the  moment  of  our  fhip- 
wreck,  you  exclaimed,  on  looking  at  my 
hands,  thefe  are  not  accujlomed  to  laborious 
work  ;  and  yet  you  require  from  me  the  hardeft 
labour.  Your  countrymen  experience  very  dif¬ 
ferent  treatment  in  my  country.”  Hewasafto- 
nilhed  to  hear  that  Moors  ever  went  to  F  rance. 
“  We  will  talk  of  that  another  time,”  repli¬ 
ed  he  ;  “  in  the  mean  while  do  not  defpond, 
I  will  take  as  much  care  of  you,  as  of  my  own 
foil.  I  forbid  you,”  added  he  to  his  wife, 
“  to  require  him  to  do  the  leaf!  hard  work,  as 
I  forbid  him  to  obey  you.  Let  fome  barley 
be  boiled  for  thefe  Haves.  1  fhall  come  ere 
long  to  fee  if  my  orders  have  been  executed.” 
From  that  moment  I  became  the  objedt  of 
the  favourite’s  moft  implacable  hatred. 

The  end  of  Auguft  was  approaching  faff, 
without  my  feeing  the  fmalleft  travelling  pre¬ 
parations.  I  had  already  alked  Sidy  Maham- 
met  what  he  was  waiting  for  to  conduit  me  to 
Senegal.  He  anfwered  that  he  was  looking  out 
for  two  Rout  and  vigorous  camels,  that  might 
be  able  to  bear  the  fatigue  of  the  journey, 
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and  that  we  Ihould  fet  off  as  foon  as  he 
could  procure  them.  I  was  the  more  defi- 
rous  of  expedition,  as  the  nights  began  to  be 
very  cool;  and  the  abundant  dew  wetted  us  be¬ 
hind  the  bufhes,  which  ferved  as  fora  retreat  : 
it  is  true  we  found  a  refource  in  this  dew, 
ftnce  by  fcooping  it  up  in  our  hands  from  off 
our  naked  bodies,  it  helped  to  quench  our 
third:,  the  rage  of  which  was  not  diminifhed 
by  the  coolnefs  of  the  night  ;  and  this  was  a 
drink  we  preferred  to  our  urine,  to  which 
we  were  very  often  reduced. 

I  fpoke  a  fécond  time  to  my  mailer,  who 
anfwered  in  fuch  a  way,  as  to  perfuade  me  of 
every  thing  he  thought  proper.  “  Do  you 
think.  ”  faid  he,  “  that  it  is  poffible  to  travel 
in  fuch  hot  weather  without  provifions,  and 
above  all  without  water  ?  We  Ihould  alfo 
meet  with  great  difficulty  in  getting  to  Sene¬ 
gal,  the  river  that  furrounds  it  having  over¬ 
sowed  all  the  plains;  we  Ihould  likewifehave 
reafon  to  fear  the  Arabs  of  the  horde  of  Trar- 
gea,who  are  our  enemies.  I  tell  you  the  truth/’ 
added  he,  we  fhall  be  obliged  to  wait  till 
the  month  of  Odlober.  At  that  period  the 
lain  will  water  our  deferts,  and  procure  us 
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patture  for  our  camels.  It  would  be  impof- 
fible  otherwife  to  find  fubfiftence  for  them 
during  fo  long  a  journey.”  I  was  fully  len- 
fible  of  the  propriety  of  this  reafoning,  and 
refigned  myfelf  patiently  to  my  fate. 

The  familhed  flocks  could  no  longer  find 
patture;  and  in  the  evening  on  their  return, 
the  ewes  and  goats  brought  back  their  udders 
almoft  empty.  It  was  their  milk,  however, 
and  that  of  the  camels,  that  was  to  ferve  as 
the  fupport  of  a  numerous  family.  Let  any 
one  judge,  from  this,  how  much  our  portion 
was  diminilhed.  In  our  quality  of  Chrittians, 
the  very  dogs  were  preferred  to  us,  and  it 
was  in  their  difhes  that  we  received  our 
fcanty  allowance. 

One  day  the  keeper  of  the  camels  cried 
out,  that  it  was  a  ttiame  for  him  to  ferve  a 
matter  weak  enough  not  to  impofe  that  talk 
upon  his  Haves.  His  favourite  woman  did 
not  fail  to  back  this  complaint,  fo  that  her 
hulband,  who  had  long  made  me  his  dupe,  per- 
fuaded  me  alfo  that  to  prevent  the  others  from 
murmuring,  it  was  neceflary  that  Baudré 
fliould  take  upon  him  that  care,  as  being  the 
youngett.  Soon  after  I  was  likewife  obliged 
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to  tend  the  ewes  and  goats.  M.  Devoife,  on 
account  of  his  age,  and  bad  health,  was  ex¬ 
empt  from  ail  laborious  fervitude  ;  but  he  was 
only  the  more  to  be  pitied,  as  he  was  forever 
expofed  to  bad  treatment  from  the  cruel 
Ai  •abs,  from  whofe  prefence  I  was  happy  to 
be  removed  by  my  new  employment. 

One  evening,  when  I  was  coming  back 
with  my  flock,  one  of  my  ewes  brought  forth 
a  lamb  upon  the  declivity  of  a  hill.  1  took  it 
in  my  arms,  and  carried  it  with  equal  hafle 
and  care  to  my  mailer’s  favourite.  I  prefent- 
ed  it  to  her,  as  foon  as  Ï  perceived  her,  think¬ 
ing  fhe  would  receive  it  with  the  fame  plea- 
fure  flie  had  always  teflified  on  fimilar  occa- 
fions.  I  afked  her  at  the  fame  time  if  fhe 
would  give  me  the  firft  of  the  mother’s  milk, 
according;  to  their  cuflomof  giving;  it  to  him 
who  has  the  care  of  the  flock.  Byway  of  an- 
fwer,  flie  threw  a  knife  at  my  legs,  drove  me 
out  of  her  tent  with  contempt,  and  loaded  me 
with  abufe.  Her  hufband,  wdtnefs  to  this  bru¬ 
tality,  came  and  told  me,  that  he  would  make 
me  amends  by  giving  me  a  larger  quantity  of 
milk.  1  had  always  believed  in  the  fincerity 
of  his  promifes  ;  but  how  great  was  my  aflo- 
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nifhment,  in  paffing  behind  the  tent,  to  hear 
the  villain  laughing-  with  his  wife  at  the  blow 
fhe  had  juft  given  me.  I  was  much  incenf- 
ed  ;  but  nothing  could  equal  my  anger  in  the 
evening,  when,  on  going  to  fetch  the  milk 
he  had  promifed  me,  I  faw  the  Moorilh  wo¬ 
man  come  in  a  rage  to  fnatch  it  out  of  my 
hands,  that  fhe  might  give  one  half  of  it  to 
her  dog. 

We  were  drawing  near  the  end  of  October, 
and  not  a  drop  of  water  had  as  yet  fallen.  My 
fituation  became  mere  wretched  every  day. 
I  had  nothing  but  a  forry  bit  of  packing  cloth 
round  my  waift  ;  I  was  abandoned  by  all  the 

world . Men  of  feeling  minds  !  tranlport 

yourfelves  for  a  moment  to  my  defert,  and 
you  will  no  longer  think  it  impoffible  to  fhed 
tears  of  blood. 

The  plains,  the  vallies,  every  thing  was 
parched  up,  and  nothing  remained  for  the 
nourifhment  of  the  cattle  :  the  feafon  was 
far  advanced  ;  the  month  of  December  was 
begun,  the  period  at  which  the  rain  generally 
ceales  till  October.  For  three  years,  the 
heavens  had  refufed  this  favour  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  deferts.  Were  we  going,  by 
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a  fourth  year  of  drought,  to  be  expofed  to  the 
moft  dreadful  want,  and  to  inevitable  death  ? 
A  univerfal  defolation  prevailed,  when  an 
Arab  from  a  diftant  country  came  to  tell  us, 
that  abundant  rains  had  fallen  in  feveral  can¬ 
tons.  Joy  immediately  fucceeded  to  fear  and 
grief  ;  every  one  rolled  up  his  tent  ;  and  all  fet 
off  together  for  the  newly  watered  country. 
It  was  the  thirtieth  time  that  we  changed  our 
abode,  and  that  our  fatigue  was  renewed  ;  for 
thefe  hordes  feldom  remain  more  than  twelve 
or  fifteen  days  in  the  fame  encampment.  I 
was  always  employed  to  fet  up  and  fpread  the 
tents,  and  load  the  baggage.  Often  I  was 
obliged  to  carry  heavy  burthens  to  relieve 
the  camels  ;  and  I  thought  myfelf  happy  if 
the  flocks  followed  in  good  order,  and  did  not 
give  me  the  trouble  of  collecting  them. 

My  fellows  in  misfortune  were  fo  exhaufl> 
cd,  that  they  could  do  nothing  ;  all  the  work 
consequently  fell  upon  me,  and  I  was  obliged 
to  divide  with  them  the  furplus  of  food  that 
I  procured  by  endeavouring  to  make  myfelf 
ufeful  ;  for  the  Arabs  let  them  want  for  every 
thing. 

V.  length  we  arrived  at  this  place  fo  much 
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defired,  from  whence  I  hoped  foon  to  fet  off 
to  enjoy  my  liberty  ;  but  my  mailer,  who  till 
then  had  combined  the  moll  perfuafive  lan¬ 
guage  with  the  blackeft  deceit,  ceafed  to 
dilfemble,  and  made  me  Suffer  the  molt  hor¬ 
rible  tyranny. 

We  were  encamped  on  fand  fo  wet,  that 
the  mere  prelfure  of  our  bodies  made  the 
water  fpringup  in  considerable  quantities.  We 
Should  have  thought  ourfelves  Supremely  hap¬ 
py,  if  we  had  an  olier  mat  to  Sleep  upon,  and  a 
thick  woollen  carpet  with  along  nap  to  cover 
us  ;  but  among  the  Arabs  themfelves,  none  but 
the  rich  enjoy  fuch  luxury.  During  the  night 
fuch  a  carpet  ferves  to  wrap  up  a  whole  fa¬ 
mily.  *£  Sidy  Mahammet,”  faid  I  to  my  mai¬ 
ler,  “  fee  whether  it  be  pofiibleforme  to  live 
in  fuch  places  ?  Let  me  lie  under  your  tent. 
J  Suffer  too  much  from  the  cold  during  the 
night  ;  the  ground  on  which  you  make  me 
fleep  is  too  wet.  I  made  your  fortune  ;  you 
promifed  through  gratitude  to  treat  me  like 
your  child,  and  yet  you  abandon  me  !” — “  It 
is  true,”  anfwered  he,  “  that  I  promifed  you 
my  friendship,  and  I  am  going  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  to  give  you  an  extraordinary  proof  of  it. 

You 
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You  fay  that  your  fituation  is  very  wretched  ; 
but  it  will  hill  be  much  worfe  than  you 
think.  Do  you  know  what  is  the  fate  re- 
ferved  for  you  ?  Fire  and  flame  await  you, 
to  torment  you  to  all  eternity.  Do  you  un¬ 
derhand  your  own  religion  ?”  I  immediately 
undertook  to  explain  to  him  all  its  excellence. 
After  having  lihened  to  me  for  fome  time, 
he  retired,  faying,  “  that  he  preferred  a  bowl 
of  buttermilk  to  all  the  abfurdities  I  had  been 
uttering.”  Alas  !  there  are  no  torments  that 
this  fanatical  prieh  did  not  make  me  undergo, 
to  oblige  me  to  embrace  his  religion. 

Mehieurs  Devoife  and  Baudré,  who  had 
heard  this  converfation,  (which  I  have  much 
abridged)  exp  re  fifed  to  me  the  fatisfadlion  they 
felt  at  it.  They  flattered  themfelves  it  would 
in  fome  degree  foften  the  rigour  of  their  fitua¬ 
tion.  The  hour  of  milking  the  camels  being 
come,  I  was  called  to  receive  my  portion,  and 
that  of  my  companions.  On  feeing  that 
they  were  larger  than  ufual,  I  thought  that 
my  morality  had  indeed  operated  ;  but  on 
tailing  it,  we  perceived  that  the  augmenta¬ 
tion  was  nothing  but  rain  water,  of  which 
the  dofe  was  every  day  fo  much  increafed, 
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that  we  had  foon  nothing;  but  water  a  little 
whitened  with  milk,  which  weakened  us  to 
an  incredible  degree,  and  reduced  us  to  the 
hard  neceflity  of  feeking  our  food  with  the 
cattle.  The  wild  plants  that  they  trod  under 
foot,  and  raw  fnails,  were  from  that  time  al- 
moft  our  only  aliment  till  the  moment  of  our 
deliverance.  It  behoved  us  however  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  new  fatigues.  I  was  charged  to  yoke 
the  camels  to  the  plough,  to  till  the  ground, 
and  to  fow  the  feed  ;  and  my  matter,  not  con¬ 
tented  with  employing  mein  his  ownfervice, 
hired  me  out  to  other  Arabs  for  a  portion  of 
milk.  I  fhould  infallibly  have  fallen  a  vidtim. 
to  fatigue,  if,  from  time  to  time,  I  had  not 
purloined  a  few  handfuls  of  barley  ;  and  it  is 
to  this  theft,  very  juttifiable,  I  think,  that  I 
owe  my  prefervation. 

“  You  fee,”  faid  I  to  my  matter,  “  with 
what  fubmifiion  I  do  every  kind  of  work. 
I  make  faggots,  I  churn  butter,  I  tend  the 
flocks,  I  pull  up  roots,  I  prepare  camel’s 
hair  for  your  wife  to  fpin,  I  till  the  earth,  I 
do  every  thing  in  a  word  that  you  require  of 
me;  I  ferve  you  after  having  enriched  you, 
and  you  do  not  deign  to  give  me  a  few  rags 

to 
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to  cover  me!” — Other  Arabs  more  compaf- 
fionate  than  he,  and  ever  jealous  of  his  pof- 
fefiing  my  jewels,  which  they  confidered  as 
inelfimable,  one  day  made  him  the  fame  re¬ 
proach,  which  induced  him  to  fend  for  me, 
and  to  afk  ifat  Mogador,  which  they  call  Soi- 
ra ,  “  a  good  ranfom  would  be  given  for  each 
of  us?”  “  I  told  him  he  fhould  be  fatisfied.” 

“  In  that  cafe,”  replied  he,  “  you  may 
alk  a  Jewifh  merchant  who  is  to  call  here 
to-morrow  to  give  you  l'ome  paper,  and  I  per¬ 
mit  you  to  write  to  thofe  from  whom  you 
expedt  affiflance.  The  Hebrew  merchant* 
called,  and  I  wrote  a  letter  which  I  addreffed 
to  the  conful  at  Soira,  or  if  there  fhould  not 
be  one  there,  to  the  perfon  who  might  repre- 
fent  him.  I  begged  him  to  commiferate  our 
ills,  and  to  afford  us  the  fpeedieft  remedy.  I 
pointed  out  the  heft  and  fafefl  means  of  fend¬ 
ing  in  quell:  of  us,  and  the  only  one  that 
could  procure  us  a  fpeedy  deliverance. f  This 

*  The  Jews  born  in  the  defert  live  nearly  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  Arabs  ;  but  thofe  who  inhabit  the  towns  are 
more  rigid  cbfervcrs  of  the  law  of  Mofes. 

f  If  ever  the  French  government,  or  any  other,  re¬ 
ceive  information  of  the  lofs  of  a  veflfel  in  thefe  latitudes, 

it 


COAST  OF  AFRICA. 


399 

letter  once  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
Ifraelite,  I  thought  myielf  already  free  :  Alas  1 
how  did  my  hopes  deceive  me  ! 

A  Moorilh  girl,  whofe  flocks  often  fed 
in  company  with  mine,  convinced  me  of  my 
error,  by  making  me  acquainted  with  the 
real  character  of  Sidy  Mahammet.  “  If  he  had 
dared,”  faid  fhe,  “  he  would  not  have  treated 
you  better  than  your  companions  :  perhaps 
he  would  even  have  taken  you  afide  to  mur¬ 
der  you,  fo  little  is  he  averfe  to  the  commif- 
fion  of  crimes  ;  but  he  fears  you  almofl:  as 
much  as  he  does  his  two  brothers,  who 
have  taken  a  ftrong  liking  to  you.  If  he  has 
promifed  to  give  you  your  liberty,  ’tisonly  to 
amufe  you  ;  he  will  never  dare  remove  from 
hence,  for  fear  Moulem  Adaram  fliould  have 
him  taken,  feized,  and  rob  him  of  all  you 
gave  him  ;  nay,  perhaps  of  his  life. 


it  would  be  advifeable  for  its  agents,  either  at  Mogador,  or 
Tangier,  to  addrefs  themfelves  to  a  Jew  of  the  name  of 
Aaron,  who  refides  at  Gouadnum.  This  Jew  fends  his 
emiffaries  to  the  different  parts  of  Africa,  to  reclaim  the 
crews  of  thipwrecked  veffels.  This  advice,  diftated  by  hu¬ 
manity,  is  the  beft  that  can  be  followed. 


This 
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This  Moulem  Adaram  *  was  foil  to  the 
emperor.  Having  heard  a  vague  account  of 
the  effedts  I  had  brought  with  me,  he  ima¬ 
gined  that  I  was  a  very  rich  Chriftian,  and 
came  in  confequence  more  than  a  hundred 
leagues  to  purchafe  me.  I  was  fortunate 
enough  however  never  to  belong  to  this  cruel 
prince,  who  had  revolted  againft  his  father. 

My  converfation  with  the  Moorifh  girl 
made  me  defpair  of  ever  feeing  my  country 
again.  This  wrung  my  heart  ;  I  fell  into 
the  deepeft  defpondency  ;  and  from  that  day 
I  experienced  nothing  but  new  fubjedts  of 
chagrin. 

1  no  longer  met  in  the  fields  with  my  fel¬ 
lows  in  misfortune.  I  regretted  particularly 
the  company  of  the  Captain  ;  1  was  accuftom- 
ed  to  it,  and  I  found  a  kind  of  confolation  in 
talking  with  him  of  our  fufferings,  and  of  our 

*  Meffieurs  Soret,  (one  of  my  clerks)  Pinjon,  Surgeon 
of  the  fhip  Les  deux  Amis,  Briffieure,  and  Jean,  failors,  iuf- 
fered  the  mold  cruel  treatment  from  this  barbarous  prince. 
Sometimes  they  were  beat  with  flicks,  and  fometimes  their 
flefn  was  mangled  with  daggers.  Burning  brands  and  red 
hot  irons  were  more  than  once  employed  to  torment  them. 
Monfieur  Soret,  whofe  fears  will  atteft  the  truth  of  what 
1  advance,  is  kill  to  be  found  at  Nantz. 
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hopes  of  foon  returning  to  our  native  coun¬ 
try.  O  ne  evening,  when  the  coolnefs  of  the 
.weather  had  invited  my  camels  to  ftray  fur* 
ther  than  ufual,  I  was  obliged  to  follow  them 
to  a  neighbouring  hamlet.  Heaven  !  what  a 
horrible  fpeflacle.met  my  eyes  !  the  wretched 
Captain,  fcarcely  to  be  known  but  by  the 
colour  of  his  body,  was  ftretched  out  upon 
the  land.  He  had  in  his  mouth  one  of  his 
hands,  which  his  extreme  weaknels  had 
doubtlefs  prevented  him  from  gnawing.  Hun¬ 
ger  had  lo  disfigured  him,  that  his  corpfe 
was  frightful  to  behold  ;  all  his  features  were 
abfolutely  obliterated. 

A  few  days  after  the  fécond  Captain,  un¬ 
able  any  longer  to  fupport  his  exceflive  weak- 
nefs,  fell  fenlelefs  under  a  gum  tree,  where 
he  lay  expofed  to  the  attacks  of  an  enormous 
ferpent.  The  famifhed  ravens,  hovering 
over  their  prey,  frightened  away  the  venom¬ 
ous  animal  with  the  noife  of  their  cries,  and 
darting  on  the  body  of  the  defencelefs  victim, 
immediately  began  their  voracious  repaid. 
Four  of  the  lavages,  dill  more  cruel  than 
thefe  ferocious  birds  of  prey,  witneffed  this 
horrid  l'cene  with  indifference,  and  without 

making 
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making  the  leaft  effort  to  afford  afliftance  to 
the  unhappy  fufferer.  I  ran  towards  the 
fpot,  encouraged  by  the  hope  that  my  endea¬ 
vours  to  fave  him  might  Hot  prove  altogether 
ineffectual,  when  I  was  flopped  by  thefe  bar¬ 
barians,  who  infulted  me  by  faying,  “  That 
Chriftian  is  about  to  be  burnt  in  the  flames.’* 
Ï  turned  from  this  place  of  horror,  without 
knowing  whither  I  went,  and  infenfibly  fol¬ 
lowed  my  camels  and  Iheep,  whom  it  would 
have  been  impoffible  for  me  to  conduct  to  the 
fold.  My  agitation  was  extreme  ;  involun¬ 
tary  tears  flowed  apace,  and  the  moll:  alarm¬ 
ing  apprehenfions  awakened  the  keenefl  fenfc 
of  forrow  in  my  breafl.  On  my  arrival  at 
the  tent,  I  was  infenfible  to  every  thing 
around  me,  imagination  ffill  prefenting  to 
my  view  the  devouring  animals  bearing  away 
the  mangled  flefh  of  my  unfortunate  com¬ 
panion.  My  mailer,  flruck  with  the  wild- 
nefs  of  my  afpeCl,  eagerly  enquired  the 
caufe.  “  Go,”  replied  I,  “  a  little  dillance 
from  hence,  go  and  contemplate  what  thy 
cruelty,  aided  by  that  of  thy  wife,  has  been 
the  means  of  producing.  Thou  hall  fuffered 
my  affociate  in  mifery  to  expire,'  by  inhu- 
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manly  refuling  him  the  fmall  quantity  of 
milk  necellary  for  fubfilfence,  becaufe  hia 
emaciated  condition  and  ill  ftate  of  health 
rendered  him  incapable  of  w  orking  any  lon¬ 
ger.  Reduced  to  this  fituation,  it  was  your 
duty,  it  Was  your  interelf,  to  cherilh  him, 
and  adminifler  to  his  affliction  fuch  comfort 
as  you  had  power  to  bellow.”  When  I  had 
done  fpeaking  to  my  mailer,  I  endeavoured 
to  conceal  my  tears,  which,  had  they  been 
oblerved,  would  only  have  excited  the  laugh¬ 
ter  of  thefe  monlters,  who  infultingly  de- 
fired  me  to  go  and  feek  for  the  blood-llained 
girdle  of  the  wretched  vi&im  of  their  barba¬ 
rity.  Fired  with  indignation  at  fo  deteflable 
a  propofition,  my  heart  lickened  ;  and  the 
fern  which  the  urgent  calls  of  hunger  had 
forced  me  to  eat,  occafioned  the  moll  painful 
vomitings,  followed  by  an  almolt  univerfal 
lalîitude.  I  had  however  llrength  enough  to 
retire  behind  a  bufh,  where  I  found  another 
of  my  unfortunate  countrymen.  He  aiked 
me  the  caufe  ot  my  unealinefs,  and  whether 
I  had  l'een  Baudré  ?  “  He  is  at  no  great  dit- 
tance,”  anfwered  I  ;  for  I  could  not,  neither 
was  I  willing  to  tell  him  any  thing  further  ; 

but 
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but  the  filter  of  our  matter,  who  brought  hirrS 
his  milk,  faid,  “  Do  you  know  that  at  this 
rtioment  the  ravens  are  devouring  the  entrails 
of  Baudré  ?  A  fimilar  fate  awaits  you,  for  you 
are  fcarcely  good  for  any  thing  elfe.”  Not- 
withftanding  my  extreme  weaknefs,  I  could 
willingly  have  replied  to  this  tygrefs,  but  was 
rettrained  by  the  fear  of  {fill  more  agitating 
the  feelings  of  my  comrade.  Had  my  cou¬ 
rage  allowed  me  to  difclofe  poor  Baudré’s  fate 
on  firft  obferving  him,  I  might  perhaps  have 
foftened  the  recital  of  his  melancholy  catas¬ 
trophe  ;  but  it  was  now  too  late,  and  I  could 
only  accord  with  the  overflowings  of  his  Sym¬ 
pathetic  tenderneSs,  by  mingling  my  tears 
with  thcSe  which  fell  from  him. 

My  health,  which  had  hitherto  miracu- 
loufly  SuStained  me  under  the  Severed;  pref- 
Sures  of  difficulty  and  difeafe,  now  yielded 
to  their  painful  inflictions,  and  every  day  an¬ 
nounced  frefh  Symptoms  of  its  rapid  decline. 
Already,  like  the  poifonous  reptiles  of  this 
inhofpitable  climate,  I  had  twice  caft  my 
fkin  ;  but  the  pungency  of  my  grief  was  in- 
creafed  by  the  third  change,  finding  my  body 
covered,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  exprefSton, 
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with  a  kind  of  fcurf  or  fcale,  refembling  the 
natural  coating  of  the  Arabs.  My  feet,  mi- 
ferably  wounded  by  thorns,  afforded  but  a 
tottering  fupport  to  my  exhauffed  body  ;  and 
the  wanton  cruelty  of  their  favage  diverfion, 
in  frequently  fettuig  dogs  to  purfue  me,  from 
whole  jaws  I  could  never  extricate  myfelf 
before  I  had  felt  the  feverity  of  their  fangs, 
all  contributed  to  my  incapacity  of  longer 
tending  the  camels.  But,  to  compleat  my 
misfortune,  towards  the  end  of  February  and 
beginning  of  March,  the  excefflve  heats  had 
dried  qp  the  water  we  found  in  the  canton, 
and  not  a  drop  of  rain  had  fallen  to  nourifh 
the  ground  which  1  had  tilled  and  fown.  As 
pafturage  for  our  cattle  could  no  longer  be 
found,  they  were  on  the  point  of  per. filing, 
when  the  two  tribes  of  the  Labdeffeba  and 
Ouadelims,  after  having  held  feparate  delibe¬ 
rations,  refolved  to  go  in  fearch  of  lands  oc¬ 
cupied  by  a  more  induffrious  peGple  than 
themfelyes. 

The  Ouadelims  carried  their  ravages  as  far 

O 

as  Gouadnum,  three  hundred  leagues  diftant 
from  the  place  of  our  encampment.  Several 
hordes  of  the  Labdeffeba,  of  a.  lefs  roving  dif- 

pofition, 
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pofition,  ffaid  behind  ;  and  as  their  numbers 
were  inconfiderable,  they  found  fubfiftence 
for  their  flocks  in  the  neighbouring  cantons. 
They  killed  and  eat  feveral  fheep,  and  conti¬ 
nued  living  in  this  manner  till  the  end  of 
the  following  month,  the  period  deftined  for 
our  departure  from  the  deferts,  where  the 
mod:  frightful  mifery  menaced  the  diftreifed 
inhabitants. 

Such  was  the  fad  fituation  of  things,  when 
by  chance  we  met  an  Arab,  who  had  a  Chrif 
tian  Have  in  his  fuite,  whom  1  recollected  to 
have  been  the  baker  belonging  to  our  velfel. 
The  Arab  offered  to  fell  him  to  my  mafter  at 
a  very  low  price  ;  and  the  latter,  who  con¬ 
cerned  himfelf  very  little  as  to  the  means  of 
our  fupport,  readily  offered  a  camel  fa r  this 
new  Have.  The  bargain  being  concluded,  he 
was  charged  with  the  work  of  my  ufual  em¬ 
ployment.  The  interval  of  leifure  I  derived 
from  this  relief,  contributed  in  fame  meafure 
to  the  recovery  of  my  ftrength.  The  un¬ 
happy  baker  will  dearly  purchafe  his  fubfift- 
ence  ;  but  I  will  not  anticipate  the  impending 
mifery  of  his  condition. 

After  having  eaten  up  all  the  fnails  which 
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were  found  in  our  circuit,  we  lived  upon  the 
carcafes  of  Iheep  who  either  died  of  hunger 
or  difeafe.  But  thefe  casualties  not  adequately 
fupplying  our  necettities,  we  came  to  the  re- 
folution  of  Imothering  feveral  young  kids  in 
the  night  time,  knowing  that  our  matters 
would  rejedt  their  carcafes,  as  their  law  does 
not  permit  them  to  eat  the  flefh  of  any  ani¬ 
mal  that  has  not  expired  under  the  knife. 

By  our  frequent  recourfe  to  this  artful  ex¬ 
pedient,  death  became  common  among  our 
flocks,  and  it  w  as  obferved  that  thofe  kids 
which  appeared  the  mod  healthy  in  the  even¬ 
ing  when  they  were  aflembled,  were  gene¬ 
rally  found  dead  on  the  following  morn¬ 
ing.  This  circumttance  awakening  the  fuf- 
picion  of  our  matters,  we  were  at  length  dif- 
covered  in  the  commiflion  of  the  fadt.  We 
however  efcaped  punifhment,  though  not 
without  great  abul'e,  and  the  intimidating 
menaces  of  death,  fhould  we  be  again  found 
guilty  of  limiiar  offences.  It  was  therefore 
neceflary  for  us  to  concert  new  means  for 
our  fupport.  Thanks  to  my  good  conftitu- 
tion,  I  loon  recovered  ftrength  enough  to 
enable  me  to  make  faggots,  which  1  had  not 
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the  leaft  difficulty  in  difpofing  of,  it  being 
the  cuftom  of  this  country  not  to  extinguifh 
the  fire  during  the  night,  and  the  women, 
to  whom  the  care  of  the  family  is  configned, 
being  too  idle  to  cut  wood  for  themfelves. 
By  this  little  traffic  my  own  mifery,  as  well 
as  that  of  poor  M.  Devoife,  who  was  then 
very  ill,  were  confiderably  alleviated. 

One  morning,  when  I  was  preparing  to 
purfue  my  daily  occupation,  my  unfortunate 
friend,  in  a  hollow  and  enfeebled  voice,  ad- 
dreffed  me  thus  : — “  The  flattering  illufion 
can  no  more  fuftain  :  till  now  the  enlivening 
hope  of  again  feeing  my  native  country, 
gleamed  a  ray  of  comfort  to  my  mind  amidft 
the  horrors  of  flavery,  the  pain  of  hunger, 
and  the  affiiflion' of  difeafe.  But,  alas!  in 
vain  ;  exhaufted  Nature  forewarns  me  of  a 
more  awful  change  ;  and  this  evening,  my 
friend,  (for  well  you  deierve  that  name)  fhall 
you  find  me  within  the  icy  arms  of  Death. 
Fly,  my  dear  BrifTon,  fly  this  hateful  abode  ; 
let  the  vigour  of  your  mind  be  exerted  to  fa¬ 
cilitate  the  means  of  your  efcape,  and  regain 
the  liberty  you  have  loft.  You  may  yet  be 
the  happy  polfeffor  of  an  enviable  ftate,  and 

your 
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your  prefent  fufferings  but  heighten  the  feli¬ 
city  of  future  enjoyment  ;  and  in  that  laft 
moment  when  I  relign  my  ioul  to  Heaven’s 
protection,  fhall  my  prayers  be  offered  for 
your  fafe  return  to  the  embraces  of  your  dil- 
confolate  family.  Adieu,  my  friend;  the 
tears  you  labour  to  fupprefs  are  additional 
proofs  of  your  attachment.  Write  to  my 
brother  ;  tell  him  that  with  my  laft  breath 
1  mentioned  his  name,  and  died,  as  we  had 
lived,  in  the  true  principles  of  Chriflianity. 
Farewell — my  end  is  nearer  than  I  thought 
• — I  die.” — And,  to  my  unfpeakable  for  row, 
at  that  inftant  he  refigned  his  breath,  and 
terminated  his  fufferings. 

Some  children  witneffing  the  caufe  of  mv 
diftrefs,  eagerly  reported  it  throughout  the 
hamlet.  My  mailer’s  filler  came  to  the 
place,  but  quickly  retired,  laughing  heartily, 
and  obferving  with  the  moft  perfect  indiffe¬ 
rence,  that  his  portion  of  milk  would  be 
faved.  Several  neighbours,  who  I  thought 
were  moved  to  companion  by  my  groans, 
wifhed  me  to  leave  the  body  of  the  deceafed. 
They  offered  me  milk,  but  at  the  fame  time 
unfeelingly  derided  my  grief.  “  Wherefore,” 

faid 
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faid  I,  44  do  you  condemn  thefe  tributary 
tears  to  the  memory  of  my  departed  friend  ? 
How  often  have  I  ieen  you,  in  circumftances 
Jefs  affecting  than  mine,  roll  yourlelves  in  the 
duff,  and  your  eyes  bathed  in  tears,  yield  to 
all  the  pungency  of  bitter  grief  and  unavail¬ 
ing  for  row  ?  Do  you  imagine  we  are  lefs 
gifted  with  the  tender  feelings  of  humanity  ? 
Undeceive  yourfelves  ;  in  trouble  we  are  all 
friends  and  brethren.”  Here  I  ceafcd  fpeak- 
Sng,  it  being  impoffble  for  me  to  continue 
longer  in  the  prefence  of  thefe  beings,  who 
differed  only  in  fhape  from  the  lavage  tyrants 
of  the  wood,  and  were  infinitely  more  to  be 
dreaded. 

Although  I  had  only  enjoyed  the  acquaint¬ 
ance  of  M,  Devoife  fince  our  departure  from 
France,  the  gentlenefs  of  his  difpofition,  the 
evennefs  of  his  temper,  and  perhaps  ftill  more 
the  fimilarity  of  our  fituation,  had  linked  us 
fo  clofely  in  the  bonds  of  friendfhip,  that  I 
moff  feelingly  deplored  his  lofs.  I  now  re¬ 
joined  my  only  furviving  companion  in  the 
fields,  with  whom  I  went  to  tend  the  flocks, 
a  talk  which  from  the  fcarcity  of  paflurage 
became  more  troublefome  every  day. 


On 
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On  our  return,  we  were  ordered  to  dig  a 
very  deep  grave,  to  hide,  as  the  Arabs  termed 
it,  the  remains  of  this  Chridian  from  the 
fight  of  their  children.  We  performed  this 
lad  fad  duty  with  much  forrow  and  diffi¬ 
culty  ;  for  being  too  weak  to  carry  the  body, 
we  were  obliged  to  drag  it  by  the  feet  near 
three-quarters  of  a  league  ;  and  fome  part  of 
the  earth  I  had  thrown  up  round  the  grave 
having  given  way,  I  fell  in  firft,  and  thought 
I  ffiould  have  expired  under  the  weight  of 
my  lifelefs  comrade. 

A  few  days  after  this  melancholy  event,  we 
quitted  the  fituation  we  then  occupied,  and 
travelled  in  fearch  of  a  more  fertile  fpot.  We 
encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  different 
tribes,  where  I  met  with  one  of  our  failors, 
named  Denoux,  a  {lave  as  well  as  myfelf.  I 
alked  him  what  were  become  of  his  compa¬ 
nions  ?  “  Six  of  them,’*  anfwered  he,  “  who 
were  carried  away  foon  after  our  ffiipwreck 
by  the  fon  of  the  Emperor,  are  gone  back  to 
France.  M.  Taffaro,  head  l'urgeon,  died  ia 
confequence  of  fome  blows  he  received  cm 
the  head.  The  Sieur  Raboin,  fécond  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  died  alfo  in  the  mod  excruciating 
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atomes  ;  and  the  reft  have  changed  their  re¬ 
ligion,  as  the  only  alternative  they  had  to 
preferve  themfelves  from  perifhins  through 
want.  For  mylelf,  Sir,  as  1  daily  experience 
the  moft  cruel  treatment,  like  the  two  firft 
gentlemen,  I  muft  foon  fall  a  vidtim  to  the 
brutality  of  my  mafter.”  “  Alas  !  unfortu¬ 
nate  youth,”  replied  I,  “  do  not  indulge 
thefe  melancholy  forebodings.  If  it  is  indeed 
true  that  fix  of  your  companions  have  re¬ 
gained  their  native  country,  our  fituation  will 
foon  be  made  known  to  the  Minifter,  from 
whofe  humanity  we  have  every  reafon  to 
hope  the  moft  vigorous  exertions  will  be  made 
in  our  favour  ;  and  I  already  begin  to  flatter 
myfelf  our  bufferings  will  not  be  of  long  du¬ 
ration.” 

Indeed  I  have  fince  learnt,  that  on  the  firft 
intelligence  of  our  lhipwreck,  the  Marfhall 
de  Caftries  ilTued  the  moft  prefling  orders  in 
our  behalf  ;  but  the  Vice- Con  lui,  M.  Mure, 
to  whom  thele  orders  were  addrefled,  inftead 
of  fulfilling  the  benevolent  inftruclions  of  his 
patron,  only  paid  his  court  to  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco  and  his  officers,  on  whom  he  la- 
vifhed  many  confiderable  prefeiits,  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  Court  of  France. 
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Had  not  the  feelings  of  this  agent  been 
blunted  by  the  length  of  his  refidence,  and 
affociation  with  the  barbarians  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  he  might  eafily  have  releafed  us  from 
our  captivity,  either  by  difpatching  an  Arab 
toGouadnum,  or  employing  a  Jew  merchant, 
who  for  the  fum  of  ioo  piaftres  (500  livres) 
would  have  travelled  throughout  the  Defert, 
and  confequently  for  a  much  lefs  fum  would 
have  vifited  thofe  places  bordering  on  Mo¬ 
rocco.  As  foon  as  his  appointment  to  bring 
the  Chridian  flaves  from  Mogador  fhould 
have  been  known,  the  Arabs  would  have  re- 
forted  rhither  from  all  parts,  knowing  that 
the  ranfom  of  their  (laves  could  be  here  laid 
out  to  advantage  in  the  purchafe  of  barley 
and  wheat,  which  is  to  be  found  in  great 
abundance  at  St.  Croix  de  Barbarie.  The 
negligence  of  the  Vice-Conful,  however, 
prolonged  our  misfortunes  ;  for  the  Arabs 
were  very  unwilling  to  undertake  fo  long  and 
perilous  a  journey,  while  any  doubt  remained 
of  obtaining  the  objedt  of  their  purfuit. 

The  Sieur  Mure  contented  himfelf  with 
affuring  the  Minider,  that  he  had  ciufed  the 
mold  diligent  iearch  to  be  made,  and  that  the 
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utmoft  exertion  fhould  be  ufed  to  obtain  our 
liberty.  His  conduct  on  this  occahon  is  fo 
truly  reprehenfible,  that,  without  confider- 
ing  myfelf  as  a  detractor,  but  feeling  as  a 
Frenchman,  a  man  of  honour,  and  a  friend  to 
humanity,  I  hold  it  my  duty  to  expofe  him 
to  his  fuperiors. 

Turning  with  difguft  from  a  conduct  fo 
marked  by  its  turpitude,  with  what  different 
fenfations  do  I  record  the  names  of  MefT. 
Deprat  and  Cabanes,  merchants  at  Mogador* 
on  whofe  chara&ers  eulogy  itfelf  would  fall 
far  fhort  of  defert  !  and  to  whofe  humanity 
and  patriotifm  France  is  indebted  for  the  re* 
demption  of  the  greateft  part  of  her  captive 
fons.  The  very  extenfive  trade  thefe  gentle» 
men  carry  on  with  the  inland  countries  has 
gained  them  efteem  in  the  different  cities  as 
well  as  in  the  capital.  Had  their  ideas  been 
adopted,  what  mifery  and  want  would  therç 
not  have  been  prevented  !  With  them  I  am 
inclined  to  believe,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  thf 
Conful-General  to  intereft  himfelf  in  the  re* 
covery  of  his  unfortunate  countrymen  who 
may  be  fhipwrecked  on  this  coaft. 

But  to  return  to  my  narration.  The  con* 

verfation 
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Verfation  I  had  had  with  the  Tailor  funk  deep 
in  my  mind  ;  nor  could  I  conceive,  that  with 
the  means  to  put  a  period  to  our  fufferings. 
We  Ihould  be  To  totally  abandoned  by  thole 
who  ought  to  protedt  us.  Loft  in  contem¬ 
plation  on  this  fubjedl,  I  arofe  from  behind  a 
bulh,  and  was  aftonifhed  to  fee  my  mailer's 
camels  returning  without  their  keeper.  It 
Was  already  late,  and  as  1  faw  nothing  of  my 
poor  comrade,  when  1  was  called  to  receive 
my  portion  of  milk,  I  alked  what  was  become 
of  him  ?  They  replied  coldly,  and  drove  me 
away.  The  fullen  countenances  of  my  mailer 
ând  his  wife  awakened  all  my  fears  for  the 
fafety  of  the  poor  baker,  and  I  impatiently 
Waited  the  return  of  day  to  inform  myfelf  of 
his  fate.  In  the  morning;  a  young  herdfman 
acquainted  me,  that  Sidy  Mahammet  having 
for  fome  time  pad:  fufpedled  the  baker  to  be 
guilty  of  fucking  milk  from  the  camels,  had 
watched,  and  detedting  him  in  the  fad!,  im¬ 
mediately  feized  him  by  the  throat,  and 
llrangled  him.  “  Be  very  careful,”  added 
the  youth,  “  for  if  a  Chridian  only  touches 
the  paps  of  our  cattle,  they  are  deemed  impure, 
and  the  proprietor,  or  any  other  Arab,  is  at 
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liberty  to  punifti  the  offender  with  death.  I 
apprize  you  of  this  that  you  may  not  commit 
a  fimilar  crime.” 

Being  unwilling  to  believe  the  exiftence  of 
fuch  cruelty  even  among  thefe  monfters,  I 
ran  to  the  tent,  and  alked  for  an  explanation 
of  what  the  youth  had  juft  imparted  to  tne. 
A  general  filence  confirmed  the  truth,  and 
filled  me  with  rage  and  indignation.  The 
brother-in-law  of  my  mailer,  the  only  perlon 
who  011  this  occafion  expreffed  even  a  fenti- 
ment  of  compaffion,  addreffed  Sidy  Maham- 
met  in  thefe  terms  : 

“  Why  would  you  not  fell  me  thefe  flaves 
when  I  propofed  to  purchafe  them  from  you  ? 
What  plealure  or  advantage  have  you  derived 
from  thofe  you  have  already  fo  miferably  de- 
ftroyed  ?  And  why  treat  fo  cruelly  the  only 
one  now  left  ?  You  argue  that  he  merits  re- 
fpedl,  for  you  fiifpect  him  to  be  the  King. 
Methinks  the  riches  you  have  obtained  from 
him  fhould  induce  you  to  treat  him  with  gen~ 
tlcnefs  and  refpedh” 

The  latter  reproach  awakened  the  jealoufy 
of  all  prefent,  who  unanimoufly  undertook 
my  defence.  Sidy  Seliem  was  the  foie  per¬ 
son 
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fon  who  fpoke  through  benevolence,  the 
reft  not  chufins;  to  deliver  their  fentiments 
after  him,  in  compliment  to  his  age  and  his 
riches.  This  was  the  lame  Sidy  Sellem  of 
the  tribe  of  L,a  Roufty,  who  had  behaved  fo 
kindly  to  us  after  our  fhipwreck,  and  pre¬ 
dicted  that  I  fhould  one  day  repent  the  re¬ 
jection  of  a  propofal  he  had  made  to  purchafe 
me. 

I  was  now  the  only  have  in  the  hamlet, 
nor  had  I  any  perfon  to  whom  I  could  dif- 
clofe  my  griefs  ;  my  fituation  daily  became 
more  deplorable,  not  with  ftanding  I  refolved 
to  bear  it  with  fortitude.  “  I  will  meet  dan¬ 
gers  with  hrmnefs,”  faid  I  ;  “  until  now  I 
have  lurmounted  the  greateft  fatigues,  my 
health  is  yet  ftrong  enough  to  encounter  fi  efti 
ones,  I  will  therefore  fuppoit  them  with 
courage  ;  perhaps  Providence  may  now  ceafe 
to  opprefs  me.” 

This  refolution,  and  the  behaviour  I 
adopted  towards  thofe  who  would  have  hu¬ 
miliated  me,  gained  me  a  fort  of  confidera- 
tion  among  the  favage.s,  fo  that  they  permit¬ 
ted  me  at  times  to  remain  in  the  hack  part  of 
their  tents,  and  often  to  drink  out  of  their 
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veffels.  My  mailer  no  longer  employed  m£ 
to  keep  his  camels  ;  it  is  true  he  ceafed  to 
fpeak  of  liberty  ;  but  if  he  had,  his  perfidy 
was  fo  well  known  to  me,  that  I  could  have 
no  confidence  or  reliance  on  him. 

I  found  it  neceffary  to  continue  making  up 
faggots,  in  order  to  procure  myfelf  a  fubfid- 
ence,  but  third  frequently  threw  me  into 
the  moil  inconceivable  agonies  ;  nor  is  it  pof- 
dble  to  form  an  idea  of  the  extremities  to 
which  it  can  reduce  mankind,  without  having 
fird  fudained  it. 

The  Arabs  themfelves  were  driven  to  the 
greated  didrefs,  ieveral  dying  from  hunger 
and  third:  ;  nor  did  the  prefent  feafon  promife 
any  fuccour,  being  the  fourth  in  which  the 
drought  had  dedroyed  the  harved.  This  ca¬ 
lamity  fo  embittered  the  minds  of  the  diffe¬ 
rent  tribes,  that  they  were  at  perpetual  va¬ 
riance,  dealing  each  other’s  cattle,  in  order  to 
dry  the  flefn  ;  milk  was  very  fcarce,  and  wa¬ 
ter  more  fo,  as  it  is  rarely  to  be  found  in  the 
defert,  except  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fea,  where 
it  is  black,  fait,  corrupt  and  noifome,  which 
difagreeable  drink,  and  the  want  of  padurage, 
caufes  the  Arab  ever  to  keep  at  a  didance 
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from  the  coaft.  Though  in  want  of  every 
kind  of  provihon,  yet  no  one  dared  to  feek  it 
at  a  diftance.  In  this  calamitous  fituation,  I 
was  a  melancholy  witnefs  of  the  ftraits  to 
which  neceffity  can  reduce  the  human  race  : 
the  camels  that  were  killed  fupplied  water 
to  thofe  Arabs  who  had  not  the  means  of 
procuring  milk,  they  preferving  with  the  ut- 
mofr  care  the  liquid  they  found  in  the  fto- 
mach  of  the  flaughtered  animal,  preffing  it 
from  the  dung.  The  water  they  thus  pre-* 
ferved  was  of  a  greenifh  colour,  and  in  which 
they  frequently  drefled  their  meat  ;  that 
drawn  from  the  ftomach  of  the  goats  had  a 
talbe  of  fennel  and  a  l  weet  fmell,  nor  did  the 
broth  made  therewith  tafte  difagreeable  ;  but 
that  procured  from  the  camel  was  much  lef3 
pleating  to  the  appetite.  What  appeared 
really  aftoni  filing  to  me  was,  that  thofe  beafts, 
who  drink  but  two  or  three  times  in  the 
year  and  live  on  very  dry  food,  contain  a 
prodigious  quantity  of  water  in  the  ftomach, 
particularly  the  camel. 

Providence  had  not  yet  abandoned  me,  and 
ftill  preferved  a  life  which  I  wifiaed  to  ter¬ 
minate,  by  expofing  myfelf  to  the  dangers  of 

war  ; 


420 


VOYAGES  TO  THE 


war;  exigence  was  painful,  and  wifhing  to 
fhorten  its  period,  I  alked  leave  of  my  matter 
to  repair  to  the  fpot  where  his  flocks  were 
feeding,  that  joining  with  the  inhabitants,  I 
might  aflift  in  defending  them  from  pillage. 
My  offer  was  accepted  ;  he  gave  me  the  ca¬ 
mel  on  which  he  rode  and  a  piftol,  being  the 
only  one  he  poffefied,  praying  Heaven  for  the 
fafety  of  his  beaft  and  the  l'uccefs  of  his  party. 
I  departed,  accompanied  by  a  relation  of  my 
matter’s,  and  arrived  with  my  conductor  into 
the  midtt  of  the  warriors,  who  appeared  to 
me  in  the  greateft  diforder.  I  knew  not 
whether  they  were  flying,  or  were  encoun¬ 
tered  hand  to  hand,  as  I  could  diftinguiffi  no¬ 
thing  but  a  confuted  heap  of  men  enveloped 
in  a  cloud  of  duff,  nor  could  I  conceive  how 
they  recognized  friends  from  foes;  My  ca¬ 
mel,  who  doubtlefs  was  not  accuffomed  to 
fuch  expeditions,  marched  flowly  towards  the 
enemies  fire.  My  conductor  was  foon  fepa- 
rated  from  me,  and  I  taw  him  aimoft  inftantly 
drop,  from  a  ihot  which  pierced  his  brain. 
My  camel  being  feared,  plunged  with  the 
greateft  violence,  and  at  length  threw  me  at 
a  diftance  from  him*  on  an  hillock  of  fand  ; 
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an  Arab  immediately  attacked  me,  fired,  but 
miffed  me,  when  fuddenly  receiving  a  wound 
himfelf,  he  fell  at  my  feet.  A  fécond  in- 
flantly  took  his  place,  advancing  towards  me 
with  his.  poignard,  ready  to  pierce  my  heart, 
when  by  a  miracle,  as  he  railed  his  arm  to 
ftrike  the  blow,  his  weapon  entangled  in  his 
turban,  which  floated  loofe  on  his  fhoulders  : 
I  profited  by  this  accident,  finking  him  with 
the  butt  end  of  my  piflol,  fo  that  he  fell 
fenfelefs  before  me.  This  was  the  only  ufe 
I  could  make  of  my  weapon,  having  no  am¬ 
munition  but  what  it  contained,  and  already 
twice  miffing  fire,  Thefe  accidents  are  very 
common,  as  the  arms  and  powder  are  equally 
bad,  a  cirçumflaiice  which  caufes  the  Arabs 
battles  to  be  loon  decided,  the  greatefl  injury 
they  do  being  the  tearing  each  other’s  faces 
with  their  nails,  and  fome  wounds  given 
with  their  poignards.  The  camels,  accuf- 
tomed  to  thefe  combats,  mingle  in  the  con- 
fulion,  lowing,  biting,  and  difperfing  the  ene¬ 
mies  more  lpeedify  than  even  armed  men 
could  effefl. 

The  battle  ended,  feveral  of  our  Arabs 
came  to  me,  laying,  I  was  good,  good  ;  they 
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being  perfuaded  that  I  had  killed  three  men, 
when  in  reality  I  had  only  wounded  one  ; 
however  I  left  them  in  their  error,  taking 
care  to  unload  my  piftol  to  favour  the  deceit. 

“  Since  Fate  continues  to  fpare  me,”  faid 
I,  “  what  fhould  I  fear  to  attempt  !”  I  then 
formed  the  projeft  to  efcape,  firtt  taking 
from  my  matter  all  the  jewels  I  had  before 
given  him.  With  thefe  I  purpofed  to  go 
over  to  another  tribe,  reafoning  with  myfelf 
in  this  manner — Any  Arab  who  I  may  chance 
to  meet,  will  be  glad  to  accompany  me  to 
Morocco  for  the  reward  I  can  offer.  This 
project  appeared  to  me  excellently  devifed, 
though  I  neither  knew  the  road  nor  the  dan- 
gers  I  might  have  to  encounter.  I  therefore 
battened  to  put  it  in  execution,  concealing 
the  whole  of  the  property  in  a  hole  till  the 
next  day,  when  I  intended  to  endeavour  to 
procure  myfelf  fome  covering  to  defend  me 
from  the  cold. 

Sidi  Mahammet  was  not  long  before  he 
difcovered  the  lofs  of  his  treafure  ;  he  ran 
immediately  to  the  thicket  where  I  was,  em¬ 
ploying  prayers,  threats,  and  careffes,  to  ob¬ 
tain  rettitution  of  his  wealth,  and  yet  more 
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particularly  to  entreat  me  not  to  divulge  his 
polTefling  it  to  any  perfon.  “  I  fwear  to 
thee  by  Mahomet,”  faid  he,  “  and  by  every 
thing  I  refpedt  mod,  that  I  will  have  thee 
immediately  conduced  to  Mogador,  and  alfo 
to  give  thee  liberty  the  firft  opportunity.  Re¬ 
turn  me,  I  pri’thee,  what  thou  before  gaveft 
me;  fliould  my  wife,  who  is  ready  to  be  de¬ 
livered,  hear  of  my  misfortune,  it  would  af- 
fedl  her  too  deeply,  fhe  would  lofe  her  infant, 
nay,  perhaps  her  life  ;  think  what  evils  this 
action  of  thine  may  caufe.” 

The  rhetoric  of  Sid i  Mahammet  would 
have  been  of  little  effedt,  had  1  not  reflected, 
that  during  the  night,  if  I  attempted  to 
efcape,  it  was  very  poflible  that  I  might  fall 
into  the  hands  of  fome  wretch  too  poor  to  un¬ 
dertake  fo  long  a  journey,  and  who  willing 
to  poffefs  my  property,  might  difpofe  of  me 
with  his  dagger.  Thele  ideas  determined  me 
to  relinquifh  it,  and  I  pretended  to  be  affedted 
by  his  entreaties,  though  I  refolved  to  keep 
the  afcendance  his  fears  gave  me  over  him  ; 

I  therefore  informed  him,  that  if  he  did  not 
keep  his  word,  1  would  a  fécond  time  deprive 
him  of  all  which  I  now  returned.  He  re¬ 
newed 


VOYAGES  TO  THE 


4H 

newed  his  oaths,  promifing  to  give  me  in  fu¬ 
ture,  evening  and  morning,  a  portion  of  milk. 
He  kept  his  word,  but  was  careful  of  quit¬ 
ting  me,  fearful  that  his  neighbours,  or  par¬ 
ticularly  his  relations,  with  whom  I  fre¬ 
quently  was,  fhould  be  informed  of  what  I 
had  atchieved,  and  that  he  fhould  9.  fécond 
time  be  deprived  of  his  dear  cafket,  and  never 
more  be  able  to  regain  it. 

I  now  began  to  believe  he  fincerely  wifhed 
to  be  rid  of  me,  and  Heaven  furnifhed  the 
means  1  had  io  long  wifhed  for.  Chance 
conducted  me  to  the  fpot  which  I  had  fo 
often  -watered  with  my  tears.  Sid i  Mou- 
hammet,  Sherif  of  the  tribe  of  Trargea, 
faw  me,  a  fired  who  I  was,  and  was  foon  in¬ 
formed,  as  well  dfo  cf  what  1  had  told  them 
I  poffelfed  at  Senegal,  in  powder,  guns,  &c. 
The  Sherif  mftantly  called,  and  alked  me 
what  fituation  1  filed  at  the  lile  St.  Louis? 
which  quelfion  being  anlwered,  he  obferved 
me  nearly,  exclaiming,  “  Art  thou  Briffon?” 
“  Alas  !  it  is  too  true  I  am  that  unfair unate.” 
He  expreffed  much  aftonifhment,  adding  to 
the  Arab-,  “  Do  you  not  know  this  Chrif- 
tian  ?  All  at  Senegal  appertains  to  him:” 

This 
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This  man,  who  had  feen  me  g’ve  orders  for 
the  delivery  of  goods  out  of  the  King’s  ma¬ 
gazine,  having  imagined  they  belonged  to 
myfelf.  The  brother-in-law  of  my  mafter, 
encouraged  by  this  information,  immediately 
purchafed  me,  giving  five  camels  for  his  bar¬ 
gain.  I  was  ignorant  of  this  agreement, 
when  one  day  I  was  ftruck  with:  aftonifh  ment 
and  joy.  On  returning  with  my  mafter  from 
watering  the  camels,  his  wife  commanded  me 
to  carry  into  a  neighbouring  tent  a  leathern 
bucket  which  had  been  lent  her.  Sidi  Sel- 
lem,  of  whom  I  have  before  frequently  fpo- 
ken,  was  there  ;  he  called  to  me,  faying,  I 
muft  prepare  to  depart  with  him  on  the  mor¬ 
row  for  Mogador.  I  had  been  fo  often  flat¬ 
tered  with  this  hope,  and  my  expectation  fo 
frequently  difappointed,  that  I  could  not 
perfuade  myfelf  he  lpoke  truth.  Several 
Arabs  who  were  prefent,  allured  me  it  was 
reallv  intended,  and  the  old  man  proteftin» 
it  ftill  more  firmly,  1  threw  myfelf  at  his  feet, 
weeping,  fobbing,  and  alternately  laughing, 
unmindful  of  every  confideration  but  the  joy 
1  felt  at  the  information  I  had  received  They 
muft  know  the  worth  of  liberty  who  can  feel, 
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or  form  any  adequate  idea  of  the  pleafure  I 
experienced  when  I  learnt  my  chains  were  to 
be  broken. 

My  former  patron  called  to  inform  me, 
that  I  no  longer  appertained  to  him,  “I  keep 
my  promife,”  faid  he,  “  thou  wilt  again  fee 
thy  native  country.”  At  this  moment  I  for¬ 
got  all  my  former  refentment  in  the  rapture 
of  the  prefent  expectation  ;  a  pleafure  which 
was  doubled,  when  they  informed  me  I 
fhould  have  a  travelling  companion,  whom 
they  added  was  but  a  fhort  distance  from  us. 
Judge  my  furprize,  when  I  found  in  this 
companion  the  unfortunate  baker.  1  afked 
him  by  what  miracle  he  was  ri fen  from  the 
dead  ?  “  Alas  !”  replied  he,  “  it  is  a  miracle 
that  I  am  not  really  fo  ;  Sidi  Mahammed  one 
day  found  me  milking  the  fhe-camel  ;  he  ran 
inftantiy  upon  me,  griping  me  fo  hard  by  thç 
throat,  and  giving  me  fuch  fevere  blows,  that 
I  fell  fenfelefs  at  his  feet.  I  was  much  afto- 
nifhed,  on  my  recovery,  to  find  myfelf  alone, 
with  my  throat  bathed  in  blood  ;  even  now 
the  marks  of  his  nails  fall  remain.  I  drag¬ 
ged  myfelf  as  well  as  1  could  into  the  aper¬ 
ture  of  a  rock,  from  whence  I  heard  echo  fe- 
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veral  times  repeat  the  voice  of  my  barbarous 
matter,  who  had  returned  to  feek  me,  and 
now  called  me  loudly  ;  doubtlefs  curiofity  of 
what  could  have  become  of  me  was  a  ttrong 
motive,  as  he  mutt  neceffarily  imagine  he  left 
me  expiring.  I  determined  not  to  anfwer, 
being  refolved  either  to  die  of  hunger,  or 
gain  the  fea-coaft,  hoping  there  to  difcover 
fome  veflel.  In  effe£t  I  reached  it  in  ten 
days,  having,  during  that  time  no  nourish¬ 
ment  but  fnails,  nor  any  drink  but  my  own 
urine.  The  fight  of  a  fmall  fiShing  veflel, 
which  lay  at  an  anchor  near  land,  redoubled 
my  Arength,  and  I  ran  hattily  towards  the 
fhore,  hoping  by  my  fignals  to  engage  the 
captain  to  fend  his  boat  to  my  relief  ;  but  I 
had  hardly  advanced  a  few  tteps  between  the 
rocks  which  furround  the  coatt,  when  I  was 
fuddenly  feized  by  two  young  Arabs  who 
dragged  me  to  fome  diftance  from  the  Shore. 
The  dittrefs  I  felt  at  finding  myfelf  in  their 

*  The  Arabs  who  inhabit  the  coafl  live  entirely  on  their 
fifhery  ;  and  though  they  are  extremely  poor,  are  much 
kfs  ferocious  than  thofe  who  live  in  the  interior  parts, 
which  laft  mentioned  hold  the  former  in  the  utmoft  con¬ 
tempt. 
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power,  the  grief  I  fuftained  from  failing  in 
my  enterprize,  added  to  the  extreme  hunger 
I  experienced,  had  doubtlefs  overcome  me, 
had  they  not  immediately  afforded  me  fome 
fuccour.  From  that  day  they  became  my 
matters,  and  employed  me  to  keep  their  goats, 
they  having  no  other  flocks,  nor  any  other 
means  of  exiffence  except  fifhing  ;  yet  are 
much  more  gentle  and  laborious  than  the 
Arabs  who  live  in  the  interior  parts,  About 
fifteen  days  ago,  they  informed  me  they  were 
coing:  to  conduit  me  to  the  Sultan,  and  as 
they  have  brought  me  hither,  Ï  fuppofe  this 
is  the  rendezvous  agreed  oil  with  your  maf- 
ter,  when  they  informed  him  they  had  taken 
me. 

“  I  often  wifhed,”  continued  he,  “  that 
you  had  been  with  me,  as  you  would  cer¬ 
tainly  have  been  lefs  unhappy,  for  I  had  no 
reafon  of  complaint  agaiiift  thefe  people.  I 
have  frequently  heard  them  fpeak  of  you,  for 
your  name  appears  well  known  to  them*, 

*  The  jewels  I  had  given  to  Sidi  Mahammet  had  fo 
greatly  railed  nay  reputation  among  thefe  hordes,  that  the 
travelling  Arabs  who  pa  fled  through  that  part  of  the  country 
ufcd  to  afk.  my  companions  in  diflrefs  which  of  us  was 
Briflbn. 
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Now  we  are  re-united,  what  is  next  to  be 
done  with  us  ?  Is  it  true  that  we  are  to  be 
conduced  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  ?” 

Having  heard  the  information  of  the  baker, 
I  replied,  that  we  in  effedt  were  going  to  de¬ 
part  for  Morocco,  that  we  had  a  long  journey 
to  undertake.  “  We  lhall  have  much  to 
fuffer,”  laid  I,  “  if  we  are  obliged  to  follow 
the  camels  ;  neither  can  I  tell  how  we  muft 
fubfift,  as  there  will  not  be  any  female  ani¬ 
mals  to  afford  us  milk.  I  much  fear  we  (hall 
be  obliged  to  beg  from  hamlet  to  hamlet, 
which  will  greatly  prolong  our  journey.” 
The  next  day  the  inhabitants  of  the  tiibe  of 
Trargea  alfembled  round  SidiSellem,  making 
a  long  prayer;  after  which  they  brought  us 
a  large  pot  of  broth,  compofed  of  the  farinous 
part  of  fome  wild  grain,  of  which  I  believe  I 
have  before  l'poken  ;  they  joined  to  this  pro- 
vilion  a  large  quantity  of  milk,  and  number- 
lefs  wifhes  for  a  prolperous  journey. 

Sidi  Mahammet  bid  me  adieu  mo  ft  affec¬ 
tionately.  “  Farewel,  Brilfon,”  laid  he, 
“  thou  art  about  to  undertake  a  I0112:  and 
wearifome  journey  ;  thou  wilt  then  be  fen- 
fible  1  had  reafon  to  dread  expofing  mylelf  to 
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it.  I  fincerely  with  thou  mayft  arrive  ill 
fafety,  and  that  thy  next  voyage  may  be  hap¬ 
pier  than  the  laid.  Adieu,  do  not  forget  to 
lend  my  wife  fome  fcarlet  cloth  ;  thou  mayft 
give  it  to  Sidi  Sellem.  Once  more  adieu,  my 
friend  Briffoti.”  The  tears  that  accompanied 
thefe  laid  words  might  have  impofed  on  me* 
had  I  not  well  known  what  a  hypocrite  I  had 
to  deal  with  ;  notwithfhnding,  the  pleafure 
I  felt  in  the  idea  of  quitting  him  made  me  ex- 
prefs  a  fentiment  of  gratitude.  I  even  pro- 
mifed  to  fend  what  he  alked  for.  He  adilded 
me  to  get  on  a  large  camel,  which  the  baker 
and  myfelf  were  allowed  to  travel  on,  but 
which  we  were  neceffitated  to  quit  fome  few 
days  after  ;  nor  were  we  alone  in  this  mis¬ 
fortune,  for  from  want  of  pafdurage,  thefe 
animals  were  unable  to  proceed  with  any 
luggage.  In  this  country  they  are  not  equal 
to  much  fatigue  ;  befides,  the  want  of  faddles 
would  have  prevented  our  making  ufe  of  thofe 
beafts  for  any  length  of  time.  We  were 
therefore  obliged  to  walk  during  the  remain* 
der  of  our  journey.  What  agonies  did  I  fuf- 
tain  from  the  fand  getting  into  the  wounds  in 
my  feet,  the  pain  of  which  was  momentarily 
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augmented  by  thorns  ;  frequently  did  I  fall 
without  the  hope  of  ever  more  being  able  to 
rife  ;  to  add  to  our  fatigue,  we  were  often 
obliged  to  wander  from  the  direct  road  to 
colled!  our  camels,  who  from  weannefs  lin¬ 
gered  behind  ;  at  other  times  we  were  obliged 

O’  o 

to  encreafe  our  fpeed  far  beyond  our  ftrength, 
in  order  to  avoid  hordes  whom  we  thought 
dangerous. 

One  day,  alas  !  the  remembrance  of  that 
melancholy  day  will  ever  remain  engraven  on 
my  memory,  we  reached  a  valley,  which  the 
rain  lately  fallen  had  covered  with  verdure. 
In  this  place  my  matter  determined  to  ttop, 
that  his  almoft  famifhed  beafts  might  graze  ; 
himfelf  attending  a  high  mountain  which 
bounded  the  valley,  and  from  whence  he 
could  fee  the  beatts  feed  that  he  was  taking 
to  the  city  for  fale.  I  followed,  and  at  length 
patted  him,  firmly  believing  it  was  the  road 
we  were  to  purfue.  What  confirmed  me  in 
this  opinion  was,  that  the  old  man  let  me 
continue  my  walk  without  oppofition,  and 
that  I  alfo  dittovered  a  beaten  path  before 
me.  When  I  arrived  at  the  fummit,  1  went 
a  little  afide  from  the  path  to  clean  mv  long 
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beard,  which,  notwithftanding  my  utmoÆ: 
care,  was  full  of  vermin.  I  had  paffed  near 
an  hour  in  the  thicket,  when  finding-  none  of 
our  travellers  approach,  I  returned  to  the  top 
of  the  mountain.  But,  good  Heaven  !  what 
was  my  furprize,  when  I  difcovered  no  one, 
nor  knew  what  road  they  had  taken,  or  what 
path  to  purfue  ;  for  as  a  number  of  hordes 
had  encamped  on  this  fpot  for  the  purpofe  of 
feeding  their  cattle,  an  infinity  of  paths  led 
to  it.  Thus  fituated  I  could  devife  no  means 
but  calling  loudly  on  Sidi  Sellem  ;  at  length 
I  difcovered  at  a  diftance  four  or  five  Arabs, 
who  advanced  towards  me.  I  haftened  to 
meet  them,  firmly  believing  them  to  be  my 
own  people,  but  foon  recognized  my  error, 
for  oue  of  the  mod  powerful  of  thefe  barba¬ 
rians,  accompanied  by  a  great  dog,  feized  me, 
the  Arab  inflantly  knocking  me  down  by  a 
blow  which  he  ftruck  me  on  the  head  with 
the  flat  of  his  fabre,  and  the  others  immedi¬ 
ately  joining  him,  dragged  me  into  a  defile 
of  the  rock,  which  led  to  their  afylum. 

Behold  my  hopes  of  liberty  for  ever  extin- 
guifhed  in  the  expectation  of  a  more  cruel 
llavery  than  I  had  yet  experienced  !  I  was 
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loft  in  thefe  melancholy  reflections,  when 
the  barbarians  gained  a  Hope,  which  led  to  a 
cavity,  where  doubtlefs  they  intended  con¬ 
cealing  me,  but  coming  to  a  hidden  open¬ 
ing,  I  di (covered  in  a  valley  below  the  moun¬ 
tain,  our  flock  and  little  caravan,  which  con¬ 
tained  about  twenty  perlons  ;  defp'air  gave 
me  ftrength,  and  making  a  fudden  effort,  I 
cleaned  from  thefe  wretches,  running  preci¬ 
pitately'  towards  my  old  man,  Sidi  Sellem,  for 
refuge,  while  the  vagabonds,  alarmed  at  our 
fuperior  number,  took  to  flight. 

1  Was  leverely  reprimanded  by  my  mafter, 
who  delired  that  in  future  1  would  be  careful 
not  to  quit  them  ;  on  my  part,  I  complained 
that  he  had  not  informed  me  that  the  path 
which  he  faw  me  take,  was  not  that  himfelf 
intended  to  purfue  ;  and  that  alio  he  had  con¬ 
tinued  his  journey,  without  calling  or  caufing 
me  to  be  fought  after.  He  replied,  that  he 
intended  to  have  taken  the  fame  path,  but  had 
been  obliged  to  defeend  into  the  valley,  to 
colled:  the  camels,  who  having  been  lo  long 
dcorived  of  herbage,  had  ftraved  from  each 
other  in  grazing.  “  I  had  juft  gathered  them 
together,”  continued  he,  “  and  was  purluing 

the 
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path  to  join  thee,  when  the  found  of  thy 
Voice  gave  me  notice  of  your  danger,  and  of 
that  I  ran  myfelf  ;  but  I  could  not  expofe  my 
camels,  or  hazard  my  life  to  deliver  thee* 
We  have  no  time  to  lofe  ;  let  us  haften  from 
this  fpot,  where  I  am  in  as  much  peril  as 
thyfelf.” 

During  the  fpace  of  the  fix  following 
hours,  we  redoubled  our  fpeed,  taking  alfo  a 
contrary  road,  that  we  might  deceive  our  ene¬ 
mies  fhould  they  purfue  us  ;  neither  had  we 
any  food  until  the  evening  of  the  fécond  day, 
being  forty-eight  hours  without  any  nourifh- 
ment  but  fome  handfuls  of  wild  endive,  which 
I  gathered  in  the  fatal  valley. 

At  day-break  we  continued  our  journey, 
crofting  fome  mountains  which  led  us  to  a 
plain  covered  with  calcined  ftones,  greatly  re- 
femblinç  the  coal  that  has  been  burnt  in  our 
forges  ;  thefe  ftones  in  fome  places  were 
overfpread  with  a  whitifh  earth,  on  which  lay 
the  trunks  of  large  trees,  apparently  torn  up 
by  the  roots,  and  entirely  ftripped  of  their 
bark,  the  branches  being  brittle  as  glafs,  and 
twifted  like  cordage.  The  wood  was  of  a 
yellow  colour,  refembling  the  liquorice,  and 
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the  interior  part  of  the  trunks  full  of  a  coarfe 
harfh  powder,  all  appearing  to  announce  that 
fome  extraordinary  revolution  of  nature  had 
reduced  them  to  that  date.  I  was  curious  to 
difcover  whether  the  wood  had  not  a  tade 
of  fulphur,  but  to  my  furprize,  the  wood, 
the  floues,  and  even  the  dud  which  was  in- 
clofed  in  the  trunks  of  the  trees,  were  all 
equally  devoid  of  fade  or  fmell. 

On  proceeding,  we  arrived  at  fome  moun¬ 
tains  of  fuch  prodigious  height,  that  they  ap¬ 
peared  piled  on  each  other,  and  which,  in 
fome  places  being  torn  afunder,  formed  tre¬ 
mendous  precipices;  others  overhanging  their 
bafe,  feemed  fufpended  in  air,  and  appeared  to 
threaten  the  traveller  with  annihilation. — • 
Some,  from  concudions  in  nature,  had  been 
dathed  violently  together,  leaving  immenfe 
apertures.  The  furrounding  vallies  were  all'o 
environed  bv  rocks,  whofe  craggy  mafles  were 
no  lets  tremendous.  In  fhort,  as  far  as  the 
eye  could  reach,  it  was  a  long  chain  of  moun¬ 
tains,  from  whofe  enormous  height  huge 
fragments  were  continually  detaching  them- 
felves,  and  which  daflnng  from  point  to  point, 
were  reduced  to  pieces  before  they  reached 
the  bottom. 
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On  the  other  fide  were  two  fprings,  thd 
one  of  which  was  black,  muddy,  and  of  a 
fulphureous  fmell  ;  the  other,  feparated  from 
the  fir  ft  by  a  fand-bank  of  the  width  of  fif¬ 
teen  feet,  was  clear  as  cryftal.  The  tafte  of 
both  waters  was  tolerably  pleafant,  and  the 
bottom  of  the  fprings  being  covered  with  dif¬ 
ferent  coloured  pebbles,  appeared  very  agree¬ 
able  to  the  fight. 

In  this  fpot  I  obferved  a  fingularity,  which 
I  fubmit  to  my  informed  Readers.  In  a  val¬ 
ley  that  appeared  to  me  very  narrow,  from 
the  clofenefs  of  the  mountains  that  fur- 
rounded  it,  I  difcovered  through  fome  ca¬ 
verns,  formed  from  the  fall  of  prodigious 
pieces  of  rock  that  crofied  each  other,  an 
immenfe  flat,  which  aftonifhed  me  by  the 
varieties  it  contained.  The  earth  appeared 
damp,  and  furrowed  as  though  brooks  had 
formerly  ran  in  thofe  channels  ;  the  edges 
of  the  furrows  were  covered  with  a  thick 
coat  of  nitrous  ificles,  and  even  the  furround¬ 
ing  rocks  overfpread  with  the  fame,  giving 
them  the  appearance  of  cafcades  ;  large  red 
roots  and  branches  full  of  leaves  refembling 
the  laurel,  filled  up  the  crevices  of  the  rock. 

Advancing 


COAST  OF  AFRICA. 


437 


Advancing  yet  farther  towards  the  weft,  I 
difcovered  large  heaps  of  ftones  as  white  as 
alabafter,  apparently  piled  on  each  other,  and 
through  which  appeared  the  tops  of  palm- 
trees,  but  whofe  trunks  were  entirely  buried 
therein,  the  ftones  bearing  a  refemblance  to 
thofe  on  the  fea-fhore.  The  dates,  which 
are  fcattered  among  the  ftones,  plainly  fhew, 
both  by  their  colour  and  appearance,  their 
antiquity,  and  are  entirely  deprived  of  their 
bark.  I  broke  one  of  them  with  my  nails, 
in  order  to  tafte  it,  and  found  it  at  once  bit¬ 
ter  and  fait,  but  without  fmell  ;  thofe  that 
were  already  broken,  fell  to  pieces  on  at¬ 
tempting  to  touch  them,  and  the  filaments 
that  remained  under  the  rind  were  covered 
with  a  fait  powder  as  biilliant  as  cryftal.  The 
roots  that  hung  among  the  rocks  were  of  a 
glutinous  quality,  and  the  rinds  came  off  on 
the  flighted  touch.  I  gathered  feveraj 
branches  of  wild  laurel,  from  whence  iflued 
a  white  liquid  ;  a  drop  falling  on  my  hand 
gave  me  great  pain,  took  off  the  ikin,  and 
left  a  black  fpot,  a  circumftance  that  pre¬ 
vented  my  tafting  it.  In  a  word,  the  peb¬ 
bles,  the  beds  of  nitre,  the  overthrown  palms, 

and 
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and  others  buried  up  to  the  top,  the  flat  co* 
vered  with  a  fine  fait,  the  appearance  of  the 
earth,  the  fhattered  and  craggy  mountains,  all 
announce,  if  I  may  venture  my  opinion,  that 
formerly  the  foam  of  the  fea  reached  this 
fpot.  I  afked  Sidi  Sellem  if  we  were  far  dif- 
tant  from  it,  or  if  he  had  ever  before  ex¬ 
plored  this  place  ?  He  replied,  that  moft  pro¬ 
bably  we  were  the  firfl  men  who  had  done 
fo,  that  he  imagined  we  were  not  far  diffant 
from  the  fea,  which  he  wifhed  much  to 
reach,  as  the  coaft  would  diredl  him  eaftward 
to  a  hol  d  of  Arabs,  where  he  had  friends  who 
had  travelled  to  Mecca  with  him.  “  Make 
thyfelf  eafy,”  faid  he,  “  the  fun  is  my 
guide,  and  will  direfl  me  truly  ;  thou  mayfl 
therefore  follow  the  camels  with  fafety.”  His 
affurances  gave  me  hope,  and  infpired 
courage  to  fuftain  my  fatigues,  though  I  en¬ 
dured  the  mod:  excruciating  pain  from  the  fa- 
line  duft  penetrating  into  the  wounds  in  my 
feet.  But  judge  my  pleafure  and  aflonifh- 
ment,  when  after  two  days  journey  1  found 
myfelf  on  the  fea  fhore,  and  could  contem¬ 
plate  the  foaming  waves  beneath  me.  To¬ 
wards  the  eaft,  where  I  then  was,  the  fea  is 
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limited  by  immenfe  rocks  ;  on  confidering 
which,  1  relinquifhed  the  opinion  that  ever 
the  billows  had  rifen  to  fuch  a  prodigious 
height.  “  Thefe  rocks,”  faid  I,  “  mull 
have  retrained  them,”  I  was  loll  in  con¬ 
jecture  ;  but  as  1  limply  mean  to  write  a.nar- 
rative  of  fads,  philofophical  dilTertations 
would  be  foreign  to  the  fubjed, 

After  a  few  days  journey,  as  we  advanced 
toward  Morocco,  we  croffed  fome  mountains 
no  lefs  elevated  than  the  firlt  ;  thefe  were 
covered  with  pebbles  of  different  colours,  as 
red,  yellow,  blue,  and  green.  I  likewife  dif- 
covered,  at  a  great  diffance,  prodigious  fo- 
relts,  a  fight  I  had  been  a  ftranger  to  during 
the  thirteen  months  I  was  in  the  defert.  I 
was  altonilhed  to  fee  the  trees  adhering  to 
the  rocks,  and  appearing  lufpended  from 
them  ;  the  goats  alfo  purl'uing  each  other, 
leaped  the  fteepeft  precipices,  and  efcaped 
with  inconceivable  fwiftnefs  when  they  dif- 
covered  any  perlon  approach  ;  as  foon  as  one 
takes  to  flight  all  the  reft  inflantly  follow. 

I  remarked  among  feveral  other  trees,  that 
one  alone,  which  bears  a  leaf  like  our  parfley, 
had  fuftered  from  the  thunder. 
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We  were  three  days  and  four  nights  pafi? 
fing  thele  for  efts,  during  which  time  we  met 
no  alarm  from  the  wild  beafts  who  refort  in 
the  deferts  of  Africa  ;  doubtlefs  their  haunts 
are  in  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  the  eaft  ;  but 
if  fo,  where  can  they  find  water  ? 

The  farther  we  advanced  the  more  my 
miferies  decreafed,  as  we  frequently  met  with 
fields  of  barley  fit  to  be  cut,  among  which  I 
could  fit  and  eat  with  a  pleafure  difficult  to 
exprefs.  Water  was  no  longer  fo  fcarce,  and 
we  alfo  often  met  with  hamlets  where  we 
were  well  received  ;  even  in  fome  of  thefe 
which  might  have  been  dangerous  to  other 
travellers,  Sidi  Seliem  was  relpecled,  becaule 
he  had  been  to  Mecca.  Notwithftanding,  the 
Arabs  of  the  tribe  of  Telkoennes  are  held  in 
the  greateft  confideration  for  holpitalitv. 

After  having  received  him  with  the  cufto- 
mary  honours  due  to  a  ftranger,  at  their  ufual 
hour  they  brought  him  barley,  Hour,  and  milk. 
What  he  left  appertained  to  me  ;  and  which, 
retiring  to  a  diftance,  I  fhared  with  my  new 
companion,  the  baker  ;  for  in  travelling,  a 
Chriftian  (more  particularly  than  at  another 
time)  rauft  neither  eat,  drink,  nor  fleep  near 
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his  matter.  One  evening  after  fupper  I  dug 
a  hollow  in  the  land,  to  lay  me  down  in 
fhelter  from  the  cold,  wrapping  the  cloth  I 
wore  about  my  body  on  my  head,  to  defend 
my  eyes  from  the  land.  1  had  hardly  at¬ 
tempted  to  fall  afleep  when  I  heard  the  report 
of  two  guns  very  near  me,  and  found  mylelf 
inttantly  feize  1  I  (ore  the  cove  ng  off  my 
head  ;  it  was  on  fire,  doubtlefs  from  the  wad¬ 
ding  of  the  gun.  One  of  thole  who  held  me 
alked  if  I  was  wounded.  <£  No,’’  returned  I, 
“  but  what  have  I  don  a  to  be  thus  treated  ?” 
“  Sir,”  replied  he,  “  f  llow  us  My 

matter,  who  had  awoke  at  the  report  of  the 
guns,  ran  to  the  place  where  he  heard  my 
voice,  complaining  of  their  behaviour  to  his 
flave,  and  their  want  of  hofpi  a  ity  to  a  per- 
fon  like  himlelf.  The  Arab  mountaineer, 
replied  with  great  arrogance,  he  was  igno¬ 
rant  that  I  appertained  to  him  ;  that  as  he 
watched  his  flocks,  feeing  a  man  concealed  in. 


*  I  mud  here  obferve,  that  the  language  irj  the  defert 
differs  greatly  from  that  fpoken  in  the  capital.  Sidi  Sellem, 
who  was  an  informed  man,  was  obliged  to  ufe  many  repe¬ 
titions,  to  enable  the  Effendi  to  underftand  him,  when  he 
A^ueftioned  him  in  the  prefence  of  the  Emperor. 
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the  fand,  he  took  him  for  one  of  thofe  nightly 
thieves  who  fteal  their  young  goats.  Sidi 
Sellem  feigned  to  believe  him,  praifed  his 
zeal,  and  refcued  me  from  his  hands.  As 
foon  as  he  thought  all  ftill  in  the  hamlet,  he 
haftened  to  depart  from  a  fpot,  which  might 
have  proved  as  dangerous  to  himfelf  as  to 
pne. 

Thefe  Arabs  of  the  tribe  of  Telkoennes 
are  the  world  fituated  of  any  I  have  feen  in 
the  deferts,  living  in  the  mid  ft  of  mountains 
of  fand  which  have  been  formed  by  the  wind. 
They  may  be  truly  faid  to  wifh  to  deprive 
themfelves  even  of  the  light  of  day,  fo  diffi¬ 
cult  is  it  to  penetrate  into  their  retreats,  or 
to  explore  the  way  from  them.  The  neigh¬ 
bouring  plains  are  infefted  with  enormous 
ferpents.  I  was  once  witnefs  of  the  alarm 
thefe  reptiles  give  the  camels,  they  haftening 
from  them  with  the  utmoft  fpeed  and  fear, 
cauling  myfelf  and  the  baker  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  to  colled!  them  again. 

At  length  we  approached  the  famous  city 
of  Gouadnum,  of  which  I  had  fo  often  heard 
fpoken  ;  it  was  through  the  points  of  rock 
that  1  Uncovered  at  a  diftance  a  city  built  on 
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an  elevation,  and  whofe  environs  announced 
a  formidable  fortification  ;  but  on  a  nearer 
view,  I  found  the  walls  made  of  earth,  and 
broken  in  feveral  places  ;  fome  inhabitants 
fhewed  themfelves  at  the  little  w  indows  on 
the  houfe-tops,  and  W'ere  doubtlefs  meditat¬ 
ing  whether  they  could  do  us  any  injury. 
The  chief  of  the  town,  informed  that  Sidi 
Sellem  was  at  the  head  of  our  little  caravan, 
came  to  meet  us,  followed  by  four  negro 
(laves,  who  carried  an  umbrella  made  of 
palm  leaves,  which  he  prefented  to  him. — 
*i  Is  that  Gouadnum  which  I  lee  before  me  r” 
faid  I.  “  No,”  replied  he,  “  it  is  fort  La- 
bat  ;  the  city  is  farther  on  ;  thou  mayfl  di- 
ftinguilh  it  at  a  diftance.”  In  effect  w'e 
j-eached  it  in  about  two  hours. 

This  city  is  the  refuge  of  all  the  rebellious 
Arabs  of  the  different  tribes,  and  is  divided 
into  two  parts,  the  lower  being  governed  by 
Sidi  Adella,  and  the  higher,  which  is  not 
unlike  fort  Labat,  by  another  commander. 
The  houfes  are  all  conftrudfed  alike,  bein<r 
four  large  walls  furrounding  a  prodigious 
Ipace  of  ground,  thofe  of  the  fame  party 
living  together;  thefe  walls  are  very  high. 

have 
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have  but  one  entrance,  nor  any  light  but  what 
comes  from  the  roof,  which  is  left  uncovered. 
The  door,  which  ferves  for  the  whole  circum¬ 
ference  is  guarded  by  large  dogs  ;  every  inha¬ 
bitant  alfo  of  the  dwelling  keeps  one  for  his 
own  lecurity  ;  for  without  that  caution, 
though  inclofed  in  their  own  habitation,  they 
would  be  pillaged  by  all  their  inmates,  who 
might  be  bolder,  or  more  dextrous  than 
themfelves. 

I  know  not  how  to  reconcile  this  general 
miftruft  with  the  conhderable  traffic  which  is 
carried  on  in  this  city.  I  law  two  markets 
which  were  nothing  inferior  to  the  fairs  in 
the  French  provinces,  and  though  they  cir¬ 
culate  fpecie,  the  exchange  T  merchandize 
is  their  principal  object.  I  law  here  very  good 
woollen  cloths,  and  particularly  fume  of  a 
mixture  of  crimion  and  white,  which  they 
ufe  as  cloathing.  The  dealers  who  purchafe 
to  fell  again  in  the  interior  parts,  give  camels 
in  exchange,  their  ordinary  prod:  being  about 
four  hundred  for  one,  and  yet  their  gains  on 
this  article  is  much  lets  than  on  wheat,  dates, 
]  lories,  fheep,  oxen,  a  lies,  gunpowder,  to¬ 
bacco,  combs,  looking-c  lakes,  and  many 

other 
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ether  fmall  articles,  which  are  difficult  to 
procure  in  the  interior  parts,  the  coniump- 
tion  beins:  in  the  little  towns,  where  there 
are  days  fixed  for  the  fide  of  them. 

What  is  mod  furprizing  is,  that  fcarceany 
but  Jews  trade  ;  they  are  notwithdanding 
expofed  to  the  mod  outrageous  adronts.  An 
Arab  will  finatch  the  bread  *  from  the  hand 
of  a  Jew,  enter  his  hut,  and  infid  on  his 
giving  him  a  handful  of  tobacco,  frequently- 
accompanying  the  demand  with  a  blow,  and 
always  with  infolence,  which  the  poor  jew 
buffers  with  patience  ;  it  is  true  he  recom- 
penfes  himlelf  by  his  Ikill  in  difpofing  of  his 
merchandize,  and  the  art  with  which  he  de¬ 
ceives  the  Arabs,  who  are  in  general  very 
ignorant. 

The  two  chiefs  who  command  at  Gouad- 
num  have  no  luperiority,  except  they  exceed 
each  other  in  point  of  property. 

*  It  was  at  Gouadnum  I  fird  faw  bread  in  thcfe  coun¬ 
tries.  Whether  brick  and  flone  are  fcarce,  or  that  they  are 
unacquainted  with  the  conftru&ion  of  ovens,  I  know  not, 
they  heat  imall  flones,  on  which  they  bake  their  pafte.  The 
bread  thus  made  is  tolerably  good  ,  that  which  the  Conful 
was  fupplied  with  by  order  of  the  Emperor,  appeared  dif¬ 
ferently  baked,  though  I  know  not  in  what  manner,  and 
Was  more  agreeable  to  the  tafle. 
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In  this  city  I  met  with  a  Moor  who  hap^ 
pined  to  be  on  the  Tea  coatt  when  we  were 
wrecked.  To  this  man  I  owe  much  grati¬ 
tude,  as  he  treated  me  with  great  kindnefs, 
his  lifter- in-law,  Paphye,  particularly,  taking 
the  mott  lively  intereft  in  my  misfortunes, 
and  who,  during  the  eight  days  I  ftaid  at 
Gouadnum,  employed  me  in  grinding  barley. 
She  took  care  that  I  fhould  be  well  fed,  and 
treated  me  With  great  attention,  even  afking 
me  to  remain  with  her  :  but  nothing  could 
equal  the  generous  affittance  I  received  from 
the  Jew  Aaron  and  his  wives,  notwithftaild- 
ing  the  ingratitude  he  had  before  experienced 
from  feveral  Chriftian  ttaves. 

I  left  Gouadnum  after  a  ftay  of  eight  days* 
and  on  my  way  to  Regaden  was  perpetually 
meeting  with  hamlets  and  cattles,  for  the  mott 
part  built  on  very  high  mountains,  and  which 
at  a  diftance  might  have  been  taken  for 
very  elegant  dwellings,  but  on  a  nearer  view 
bore  a  very  different  appearance.  We  were 
no  longer  fo  well  fed,  and  the  nearer  we  ap^ 
proached  the  city,  the  lefs  hofpitality  we  met 
with. 

We  had  already  been  fixty-fix  days  on  our 

journey  ; 


Coast  of  Africa. 


447 


journey  ‘  my  drength  was  exhauded,  my 
feet  fwelled  almoft  to  fuppurâtion  and  I 
mull:  infallibly  have  funk  under  my  calami¬ 
ties,  had  not  my  mafter  been  perpetually  re¬ 
animating  my  courage  by  faying,  “  Look, 
look,  there’s  the  fea,  feed:  thou  the  fhips, 
bear  up,  we  fhall  foon  reach  them.”  This 
hope  fudained  me  ;  and  at  the  very  moment 
when  fatigue  had  almoft  exhauded  expecta¬ 
tion,  I  again  beheld  the  element  which  had 
caufed  me  fo  many  misfortunes,  and  that 
once  more  mud  be  the  arbiter  of  my  fate* 
Sidi  Sellem  doubtlefs  wilhed  to  enjoy  my 
furprize,  for  in  quitting  a  labyrinth  of  juniper 
budies,  we  came  fuddenly  on  a  hill  of  find, 
from  whence  it  opened  at  once  on  the  view. 
Oh,  you  who  read  this  narrative,  too  true  in 
its  misfortunes,  never  can  you  form  an  idea  of 
the  plcafure  I  experienced  when  I  faw  the 
French  dag  unfurled,  as  well  as  thofe  of  other 
naiions  appertaining  to  the  veffels  lying  at 
anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Mogador,  which  I  yet 
pnly  knew  by  the  name  of  Soira.  “  Well, 


*  A  thorn  of  the  gum-tree  had  pierced  in  y  foot,  nor* 
could  I  extrait  it  until  it  was  rotten. 
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Britton,  raid  my  matter,  “  art  thou  fatisfied  ? 
Dott  thou  fee  the  vettfels  ?  French  ones  1 
think  are  not  wanting.  I  promifed  to  con- 
dud:  thee  to  the  Conful  ;  thou  fndeft  I  keep 
my  word  :  but  why  dott  thou  not  fpeak  ?” 
Alas,  what  could  I  lay  ?  tears  of  joy  inter¬ 
cepted  the  pafage  of  words,  nor  was  it  pof- 
ttble  for  me  to  articulate  a  Angle  found.  I 
gazed  on  the  lea,  on  the  flying  colours,  on 
the  fhips,  on  the  city,  and  almoft  thought 
them  all  illufion.  The  unhappy  baker,  no 
lefs  exhaufted  mylelf,  fhared  the  fame  rap¬ 
ture,  while  our  grateful,  though  fpeechlefs 
tears,  bathed  the  hands  of  the  generous  old 
man,  who  had  afforded  us  fuch  an  agreeable 
furprize. 

At  length  we  arrived  at  the  city  ;  but  I 
was  not  free  from  inquietude,  as  I  had  heard 
before  I  quitted  France,  that  the  Emperor 
had  very  ill  treated  M.  de  Chenier  on  his  em- 
bafiy,  and  that  he  had  been  necettitated  to 
complain  to  -his  own  Court.  I  knew  not 
whether  he  had  been  redrefled,  and  if  a  fretti 
Conful  fupplied  his  place;  at  all  events  I 
had  caufe  for  fear.  My  fufpicions  loon  va- 
nilhed  on  entering  the  city,  and  meeting  two 

Europeans, 
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Europeans,  “  Whoever  ye  are,”  faid  T,  “  be*» 
hold  my  diftrefs,  and  deign  to  fpeak  comfort, 
tome;  re-affure  me,  inform  where  I  am. 
What  is  your  country  ?  What  month  is  it  ? 
and  what  day  of  the  week  ?”  I  addreffed 
thefe  queftions  to  two  traders,  who  after  con- 
fidering  me  attentively,  went  and  informed 
Meffrs.  Duprat  and  Cabanes  of  my  fituation. 
Thefe  gentlemen,  who  made  it  their  fludy 
to  relieve  thofe  whom  misfortune  had  thrown 
into  this  country,  came  immediately  to  feek 
me,  and  without  Teeming  fhocked  at  my  re¬ 
volting  appearance,  embraced  me,  Ihedding 
tears  of  joy  to  have  it  in  their  power  to  aflift 
an  unfortunate  fufferer.  “  Your  borrows  are 
over,”  faid  they,  “  come  with  us,  we  will 
endeavour  to  make  you  forget  them.”  They 
took  me  with  them  immediately,  engaging 
my  mafler  to  follow  us,  defiring  him  to  be 
perfectly  eafy  on  account  of  any  agrément  I 
might  have  contrafted  with  him.  I  likewife 
entreated  them  to  permit  me  to  conduct  Sidi 
Sellem  and  his  foil  with  us  ;  they  confented, 
defiring  me  to  ufe  their  dwelling  as  my  own, 
treating  me  with  the  greatefl  care,  attention, 
and  friendfhip,  and  cloathing  me  entirely  in 

their 
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their  own  habiliments,  until  they  had  Tome 
made  for  me. 

Soon  after  I  was  vifited  by  all  the  Euro-- 
peans  at  Mogador,  congratulating  me  on  the 
change  in  my  fituation,  and  alfo  on  my  arri¬ 
val  in  the  city  on  the  mott  fortunate  time  it 
could  have  happened,  being  the  entrance  of 
the  new  conful,  who  brought  confiderable 
prefents  from  France  for  the  Emperor.  I  was 
prefented  the  fame  day  to  the  Governor,  who 
informed  us  of  the  order  to  repair  to  Morocco, 
the  Emperor  having  declared,  that  hence¬ 
forward  he  would  fee  all  the  flaves,  and  that 
they  fhould  receive  from  himfelf  the  tidings 
of  liberty. 

In  eight  days  we  departed,  accompanied 
with  the  efcort  which  guarded  the  trcafure  ; 
that  is,  my  matter,  myfelf,  and  the  baker, 
whom  Sidi  Mahammed  had  given  in  charge 
to  his  brother,  but  referving  to  himfelf  what¬ 
ever  ranfom  he  fhould  gain  for  him.  We 
were  furnifhed  with  mules,  a  tent,  provi- 
fions,  and  proper  attendants,  and  after  four 
days  journey  arrived  at  Morocco. 

The  firft  thing  I  dittinguifhed  was  the 
tower  of  one  of  the  mofques,  and  which  is 
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difcernible  at  a  great  diffance.  I  expecled  to 
find  in  the  dwelling  of  the  Emperor  tome  re¬ 
mains  of  grandeur  and  antiquity,  but  was 
greatly  miftaken,  the  habitation  of  the  King 
of  Fez  and  Mequinez  poflTefling  neither.  The 
walls  which  inclofe  the  palace  are  of  earth, 
and  at  the  corners  fo  damaged,  that  it  has 
more  the  appearance  of  the  circumference  of 
an  old  burial-place  than  the  dwelling  of  a 
Monarch.  The  houfes  in  the  vicinity  are 
conftrufled  in  the  fame  File  of  thofe  at 
Gouadnum,  though  more  dirty  and  lefsairy. 

The  guard  who  had  the  care  of  me  pre- 
fented  me  to  the  Coniul  and  Vice-conful  ; 
they  offered  me  a  table  and  habitation  until  I 
could  return  to  -  France.  A  fécond  guard 
came  to  inform  me,  that  the  Emperor  knew 
of  my  arrival,  and  had  commanded  me  to  be 
brought  inftantly  before  him.  I  immediately 
obeyed,  following  the  guard  who  took  me 
through  feveral  fpacious  courts,  with  high 
walls  and  fand  floors,  almoft  infufferable  from 
the  fun  lying  on  them  the  whole  day. 

We  arrived  at  laft  into  one  where  the 
King’s  guard  were  aflembled  ;  thofe  employed 
about  his  perfon  are  armed  with  guns  ;  their 
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cloathing  confiffs  of  different  coloured  tunics, 
and  cloaks  with  hoods  not  unlike  a  friar’s. 
On  their  heads  they  wear  a  fmall  red  cap,  or¬ 
namented  on  the  top  with  a  blue  taffel.  Their 
feet  are  almoft  naked,  going  but  half  into 
their  flippers,  which  obliges  them  to  trail  as 
they  walk.  They  fling  their  guns  acrofs 
them,  and  wear  a  girdle,  to  which  they  at¬ 
tach  their  pouches.  Thofe  who  appeared  to 
me  not  in  the  fervice  had  no  weapon  but  a 
white  flick. 

The  horfemen  are  dreffed  the  fame,  except 
that  they  wear  half  boots  without  feet,  and 
fpurs  of  the  enormous  length  of  nine  or  ten 
inches,  which  have  much  the  appearance  of 
large  iron  {pikes.  Their  horfes  have  almofl 
always  their  flanks  cut  to  the  quick,  as  they 
take  particular  pleafure  in  fpurring  them. 
Such  is  a  faithful  portrait  of  the  troops  of  the 
Kins:  of  Morocco. 

O 

As  I  waited  for  an  audience,  I  faw  a  cap¬ 
tain  review  his  company  ;  he  was  feated  on 
the  ground  with  his  elbows  on  his  knees, 
which  were  bent  upwards,  and  his  chin  fup- 
ported  with  his  hands.  The  foldiers  ad¬ 
vanced  two  by  two,  and  received  his  orders, 
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proftrating  themfelves  before  him,  after  which 
they  retired. 

Five  or  fix  of  thofe  who  were  only  armed 
with  white  flicks,  feized  me  by  the  collar,  as 
though J  had  been  a  thief,  and  opening  a  large 
folding-door,  like  thole  of  our  barns,  they 
pufhed  me  rudely  forward  into  an  inner  court, 
where  I  in  vain  fought  for  fomething  that 
might  announce  the  grandeur  of  Majefty. 
After  advancing  fifteen  or  twenty  paces  to¬ 
wards  a  kind  of  wheelbarrow,  fuch  as  we  fee 
in  the  ftreets  of  Paris,  they  commanded  me, 
pufhing  me  roughly  at  the  fame  time,  to 
proftrate  myfelf  before  this  lame  barrow, 
which  contained  the  Emperor,  who  fupport- 
ing  one  foot  on  his  knee,  was  amufing  him- 
felf  in  playing  with  his  toes.  He  looked  at 
me  during  fome  minutes,  then  alked  me, 
whether  I  was  not  one  of  thofe  ChriPian 
(laves  whofe  veffel  had  been  wrecked  on  his 
coaft  about  a  year  before,  and  what  bufinefs 
called  me  to  Senegal  ?  “  You  were  wrecked 
through  your  mifconduft,”  laid  he.  “Why  did 
you  not  keep  fea-room  ?  Art  thou  rich  ?”  con¬ 
tinued  he.  “  Art  thou  married  ?”  He  hardly 
gave  me  time  to  anfwer  thefe  queftions,  be¬ 
fore 
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fore  he  called  for  ink  and  paper,  and  taking  a 
fmall  reed,  which  he  ufed  as  a  pen,  he  traced 
the  four  winds,  (hewing  me  that  Paris  was 
in  the  north.  He  then  wrote  figures  up  to 
twelve  ?  “  Doh  thou  underhand  that  ?”  laid 
he.  After  this  he  afked  me  feveral  other 
queftions,  doubtlefs  to  fhew  his  under- 
handing. 

“  Tell  me,”  faid  he,  c<  did  the  moun¬ 
taineers  *  treat  thee  well  or  ill  ?  Did  thev  de- 

j 

prive  thee  of  thy  effects  ?”  I  replied  to  this 
quehion  by  laying,  that  the  nearer  I  ap¬ 
proached  the  capital  the  more  polifhed  I  had 
found  the  manners  of  the  people.  “  I  do  not 
command,”  replied  he,  “  all  the  dihricts 
thou  hah  pahed,  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly, 
my  commands  cannot  reach  lo  far. — With 

whom  didh  thou  come  to  the  city  ?” - 

“  With  Sidi  Sellem  de  la  Rouhye.” — “  I 
know  him  ;  let  him  be  brought  inhantly  be¬ 
fore  me.” — My  maher  was  immediately  in¬ 
troduced  with  the  fame  ceremonies  as  1  had 
been  myfelf.  The  Emperor  alked  him  if  he 

*  The  inhabitants  of  the  citeis  call  the  Arabs  of  the  De- 
ferts  Mountaineers. 
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had  paid  a  large  purchafe  for  me,  and  what 
were  his  intentions  in  coming  to  Morocco. 
He  immediately  replied,  that  his  fir  ft  incen¬ 
tive  in  travelling  through  immenfe  countries 
was  to  proftrate  at  the  feet  of  his  Sovereign 
the  moft  humble  of  his  flaves*.  “  Doft 
thou  know,”  faid  the  Emperor,  “  if  there 
are  more  flaves  among  the  Ouadelims  and 
Labdefteba  ?”  Sidi  replied  humbly,  “  Yes, 
mafter,  there  are  fome,  whom  I  can  eafily 
aftemble,  if  thou  command  it.” — The  Em¬ 
peror  continued  this  converfation  no  farther, 
but  ordered  the  guards  to  take  charge  of  my- 
fielf  and  the  baker  until  further  orders,  and  to 
give  us  food  from  the  royal  kitchen.  The 
guard  exprefled  great  lurpizc  to  me  that  his 
Majefty  had  deigned  to  converfe  fo  long  with 
a  Have. 

The  next  day  the  Confiai  alked  the  guard 
to  permit  me  to  be  with  him,  faying,  that 

*  It  is  certain  that  if  Sidi  Scllem  had  not  wiflied  to  pay 
his  duty  to  the  Emperor,  (it  was  fifty  years  fince  he  had 
been  at  Morocco)  and  alfo  been  obliged  by  his  perfonal  inte- 
refl  to  travel  to  the  city,  that  I  had  never  more  returned  to 
my  country,  being  too  far  in  the  interior  part  ever  to  have 
left  it. 
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fhould  the  Emperor  alk  for  me,  they  could 
fetch  me  immediately.  I  now  went  to  my 
new  dwelling,  which  was  a  kind  of  cave  that 
had  before  been  inhabited  by  theSpanifh  Am- 
baflador,  the  Emperor,  willing  to  ufe  equal 
attention  to  the  French  Conful,  having  or¬ 
dered  him  the  fame  lodging.  This  palace, 
which  is  one  of  the  fined  the  King  has  at  his 
difpoial,  is  nothing  more  than  a  long  cave 
budt  in  the  earth,  the  roof  being  fupported 
by  two  rows  of  pillars,  and  the  entrance  to 
it  a  gradual  dope  ;  nor  is  there  any  air  but 
what  enters  through  the  little  openings  in  the 
roof.  The  Emperor  keeps  his  tents  and  war¬ 
like  dores  in  it,  nor  is  there  any  thing  elfe 
to  be  feen  there,  except  bats,  rats,  and  fpi- 
ders.  This  dwelling  is  in  one  of  the  King’s 
mod  delightful  gardens,  being  decorated  with 
olive,  quince,  pomegranate,  and  apple-trees  t 
yet  the  high  walls  which  furround  it  might 
eafily  furnidi  the  idea  to  thofe  that  walk  in 
it  that  they  were  date  prifoners.  Though 
the  Emperor  provides  the  Ambafladors  with 
a  dwelling,  he  fupplies  them  with  no  furni¬ 
ture  whatever,  but  gives  orders  for  them  to 
be  daily  ferved  with  a  certain  quantity  of 
beef,  mutton,  poultry,  bread,  and  water, 
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The  palace  of  his  Majefty  confifts  of  fix 
vaft  courts,  furrounded  with  walls.  The  ex¬ 
terior  of  the  feraglio  relembles  a  barn,  and  the 
mofque  is  built  in  the  fame  tafie  ;  I  know 
not  whether  the  interior  is  beautiful,  but 
there  is  nothing  on  the  outfide  to  pleale  the 
fight.  The  town  is  feparated  from  the  pa¬ 
lace  by  heaps  of  mud,  offal,  and  bones  of 
flaughtered  beafis,  piled  on  each  other,  and 
which  may  be  faid  to  form  the  circumference 
of  the  city.  Thefe  pyramids  of  filth  reach 
even  into  the  interior  parts  of  the  town,  in 
many  places  being  fo  much  higher  than  the 
fioufes,  that  they  exclude  the  light  of  day; 
the  fun  Aiming  on  thefe  mountains  of  nafti- 
nefs,  encreafes  the  putrefadlion,  and  renders 
the  fight  doubly  loathfome.  The  houfes  are 
fo  ill  conftrufted,  that  they  bear  more  refem- 
blance  to  pig-ffies  than  human  dwellings  ; 
neither  are  the  ffreets  airy,  being  very  nar¬ 
row,  and  in  many  places  covered  with  ftraw. 

One  day  that  the  Ambaffador  from  New- 
England,  the  Conful,  and  mylelf,  were  on 
horfeback,  wifhing  to  take  an  airing,  we  were 
obliged  to  relinquiffi  our  intention,  and  return 
home  as  fpeedily  as  pofiible  ;  the  people  fur- 
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rounded  us,  and  prevented  our  advancing, 
although  we  were  protedled  by  the  Empe¬ 
ror’s  guard,  and  without  which  we  haddoubt- 
lefs  fallen  a  facrifice  to  their  brutality  ;  nor 
did  even  their  prefence  reftrain  them  fuffi- 
ciently,  for  I  received  a  violent  blow  on  the 
head  with  a  ftone.  Such  are  the  inhabitants 
of  Morocco. 

The  difpofitions  of  the  people  in  the  city 
are  but  little  different  from  thofe  in  the  der 
fert  ;  they  are  rather  more  polifhed,  and 
much  fairer  ;  accuftomed  to  meet  with  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  they  exprefs  lefs  aftonifhment  at 
their  manners,  though  they  treat  them  with 
the  utmoff  infolence.  I  have  feen  feveral 
come  in  to  M.  Duprat’s,  and  alfo  at  the  Con- 
ful’s,  fit  down  without  being  invited,  and 
call  for  fomething  to  eat  and  drink,  even 
afking  for  what  food  was  mofl:  agreeable  to 
their  appetite.  A  porter,  who  had  no  trouble 
but  thrice  opening  the  gates  of  the  Emperor’s 
court  to  the  Con  lui,  came  with  the  greatelf 
effrontery,  and  demanded  a  gratification.  The 
Conful  save  him  fome  lilver,  with  which 
not  being  fatisfied,  he  continued  to  hold  out 
his  hand,  faying,  s/7,  which  lignifies,  it  is 
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not  fufficient,  give  more.  This  was  per¬ 
formed  with  the  utmoft  arrogance,  and  was 
rather  a  command  than  a  requeft.  The  Se¬ 
cretaries  and  writers  conduct  themfelves  in 
the  fame  manner,  laying  all  under  contribu¬ 
tion  that  tranfadl  any  bufinefs  with  them. 
The  principal  officers  of  the  crown  are  yet 
more  greedy  of  prefents,  particularly  of  piaf- 
tres,  which  are  worth  five  livres,  ten  fols. 
Their  mailer  always  takes  care  to  alk  what 
profit  they  have  made  of  fuch  an  affair  or  bu¬ 
finefs,  giving  them  diftinguilhed  employ¬ 
ments,  or  fending  them  on  embaffies,  until 
they  have  amalfed  a  confiderable  fortune  ;  he 
then  accufes  them  of  evil  praftices,  deprives 
them  of  their  whole  polfeffions,  and  leaves 
them  to  finiffi  their  days  in  chains.  His  own 
children  are  not  exempt  from  his  barbarity, 
and  Moulem  Adaram,  of  whom  I  have  before 
fpoken,  is  now  a  wanderer  in  the  defert, 
among  a  fet  of  the  vileft  barbarians,  viflim  of 
the  avarice  of  his  father.  I  know  not  whe¬ 
ther  this  young  prince  ever  Ihewed  any  good 
qualities  ;  in  the  deferts  his  aflions  are  cruel, 
and  feem  to  promife,  that  Ihould  he  ever 
afcend  the  throne,  he  would  prove  a  worth- 
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lefs  tyrant.  Moulem  Azry,  his  brother,  ap^ 
pears  deligned  for  the  Emperor’s  fucceffor, 
nor  is  he  a  better  character*. 

I  cannot  here  avoid  obferving,  that  it  is 
very  extraordinary  that  a  prince,  fo  little  to 
be  feared  as  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  fhould 
extort  Ambalfadors  from  the  Powers  of  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  nor  is  there  a  Sovereign  who  dares  fend 
his  reprefentative  without  loading  him  with 
confiderable  preients  ;  or  where  is  the  Envoy 
that  would  dare  to  appear  before  him  empty 
handed.  When  M.  de  Chenier,  who  was 
fent  from  the  Court  of  France,  remitted  his 
difpatches  to  the  Emperor,  he  not  finding 
them  to  his  liking,  ordered  them  to  be  wrap¬ 
ped  in  a  dirty  handkerchief,  and  hung  round 
the  neck  of  the  Conful,  who  was  thus  ex¬ 
po  fed  to  the  infults  of  this  cruel  nation.  Sure 
it  is  ftrange,  that  the  Ambalfadors  have  not 
the  zeal  and  courage  to  reprefent  to  their  re- 
fpedtive  Sovereigns,  that  the  King  of  Morocco, 
Mefquinez,  and  Fez,  is  only  great  from  the 

*  This  was  written  before  my  return  from  Senegal  ; 
and  it  mull  be  obferved,  that  fince  that  time  the  fon  has 
wade  war  againft  his  father. 

fuccours 


COAST  OF  AFRICA. 


M-<0 

fuccours  with  which  they  fupply  him. — ■ 
TV/enty  years  ago  this  Prince  was  without 
means  of  making,  or  procuring  metal  for 
cannons  ;  he  had  no  wood  for  building,  no 
canvas,  cordage,  nails,  implements,  or  work¬ 
men.  It  is  France  and  the  other  maritime 
powers  that  have  furnifhed  them,  or  the 
Emperor  would  ftill  poffefs  none.  It  is  Hol¬ 
land,  Spain,  England,  and  France,  that  have 
fupplied  him  with  large  brafs  cannons,  fuch 
as  24,  36,  and  48  pounders.  England,  par¬ 
ticularly,  furpafled  other  nations,  felling  him 
the  large  brafs  guns  which  they  had  taken  at 
fea. 

The  fort  of  Mogador,  which  is  the  neareft 
Morocco,  is  advantageoufly  built,  and  its  bat¬ 
teries  well  placed  ;  there  are  cannon  at  each 
embrafure,  but  the  mouths  of  the  guns,  for 
want  of  carriages,  being  obliged  to  reft  on 
the  embrafures,  renders  them  only  fit  for 
fhew,  there  being  no  workmen  capable  of 
mounting,  or  making  carriages  for  them. 
Every  aftiftance  of  this  kind  being  wanting  to 
theEmperor,let  his  little  frigates,  which  areal- 
moft  unfit  for  fervice,  be  watched  out  of  har¬ 
bour,  (twomuft  be  excepted,  the  Vice-Conful 
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Mure  having  put  it  in  his  head  to  afk  to  have 
them  repaired)  nothing  would  be  more  eafy 
than  to  prevent  their  re-entrance,  and  to  (hut 
up  his  ports  of  Mogador,  Rabat,  and  Salee  ? 
What  would  become  of  his  commerce,  and 
particularly  his  marine,  were  the  Chriftian 
princes  to  ceale  to  fupport  him  againft  the 
common  interefls  of  humanity  ?  If  England 
and  Spain  would  unite,  Tangier,  his  bed  fort, 
might  be  reduced  fo  compleatly,  as  no  longer 
to  afford  a  refuge  for  corfairs,  whofe  veffels, 
foon  unfit  for  fervice,  muff  renounce  their 
piracies. 

If  the  Confiais  of  the  different  countries 
have  never  made  thefe  obfervations,  or  if  they 
have  never  pointed  out  the  means  of  reducing 
the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  the  reafon  is,  that 
they  are  at  the  head  of  the  commerce  of  their 
refpe£tive  countries.  The  Confiai  from  Spain 
en  erodes  almofi:  the  whole  corn  trade,  the 
veffels  being  configned  to  him.  The  French 
Envoy  is  the  only  one  who  does  not  traffic  ; 
and  what  I  am  well  affured  is,  that  the  dif¬ 
ferent  reprefentatives,  far  from  remitting  to 
their  refpeftive  governments  the  means  of 
diminiffiing  the  power  of  the  Emperor,  never 
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ceafe  to  add  to  his  ftren°;th  and  means  of  de- 

O 

fence,  by  inftigating  him  to  increafe  his  de¬ 
mands.  Do  we  not  fupply  thefe  pirates  with 
the  power  of  injuring  our  commerce  ?  It  is 
true  their  fituation  renders  them  dangerous, 
but  if  we  deprive  them  of  all  but  fituation, 
it  will  be  of  little  ufe  to  them.  Let  any  im¬ 
partial  perfon  vifit  the  country,  let  them  fpeak 
with  the  fame  fincerity  which  I  do,  and  the 
world  muft  at  length  be  convinced,  that  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco  is  the  lead:  to  be  feared 
of  any  prince,  if  we  refufe  him  fupplies. 

At  length  the  happy  moment  arrived  when 
my  flavery  was  to  ceafe.  One  day  the  King 
on  quitting  the  mofque  ordered  the  Conful 
to  attend,  with  the  Chriftian  flaves,  in  the 
Mechoir ,  (the  place  of  public  audience.) 
“  Conful,”  faid  he  to  M.  Durochein,  “  I 
hope  thou  wilt  not  refemble  thy  predeceffor, 
whofe  pride  mod:  Angularly  difpleafed  me. 
Seed;  thou  this  voung  man  (fhewing  the 
Vice-Con ful)  he  is  mild  and  complaifant,  and 
has  ever  fought  to  pleafe  me.  Study  to 
imitate  him,  I  command  thee  ;  thou  may  tt 
write  to  thy  matter  that  I  am  fatisded  with 
the  fervices  he  has  rendered  me.  Adieu, 
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thou  may  ft  retire  with  the  {laves,  whole  li* 
berty  I  give  thee  *.  Embark  them  from 
which  of  my  ports  is  moil;  convenient.  Adieu, 
I  fhall  order  proper  officers  from  my  court  to 
accompany  thee  to  the  refidence  appointed  the 
Conful.” 

It  is  at  this  audience  that  the  Emperor 
takes  account  of  affairs  refpedling  the  police. 
He  appeared  mounted  on  a  beautiful  horfe, 
caparifoned  in  fcarlet  and  blue  cloth,  with  his 
crupper  ornamented  with  nobs  of  gold  ;  by 
the  fide  of  the  Sovereign  walked  an  equerry, 
who  carried  an  umbrella  to  defend  his  Ma- 
jefty  from  the  fun.  The  guard  follows  on 
foot  in  the  greateff  filence,  all  announcing 
fear,  a  glance  from  the  King  fpreading  uni- 
verfal  confternation  ;  for  giving  command, 
he  fees  fall  without  the  leaft  emotion  the 
head  of  one  or  more  of  his  fubjedts  ;  nor  is 
the  laffc  word  of  the  condemnation  hardly  ar¬ 
ticulated  before  the  unhappy  viclim  is  lifelefs 
on  the  ground.  Yet  the  rich,  if  they  chufe 

*  We  were  feven  in  number,  myfelf,  the  baker,  and 
five  others,  who  belonged  to  the  fh  1  p  The  Two  Friends , 
which  had  been  wrecked  fome  time  previous  to  us. 


to 


COAST  OF  AFRICA.  46$ 

to  buy  his  favour,  may  live  in  fafety,  and 
commit  every  crime  with  impunity. 

What  will  be  thought  of  a  prince,  who 
from  having  it  fuggefled  to  him,  that  doubt  - 
lefs  I  was  a  Chriftian  of  higher  rank  than  the 
reft,  becaufe  I  was  better  cloathed,  and  the 
Conful  paid  me  particular  attention,  that 
could  forget  his  promifes,  and  fend  to  Moga- 
dor  to  flop  and  bring  me  back  to  Morocco. 
Happily  the  winds  had  wafted  me  far  from 
this  detefted  country  when  the  courier  ar¬ 
rived  with  thefe  orders  to  the  Governor. 

Thus  I  can  truly  affirm,  that  misfortune 
purfued  me  to  the  laft  moment  of  my  flay. 
I  ffiould  doubtlefs  have  funk  under  my  cala¬ 
mities  as  well  as  my  unfortunate  companions, 
but  for  a  moft  unfhaken  conflancy,  and  un¬ 
bounded  reliance  on  Providence.  I  ffiould 
not  forget  to  add,  that  before  my  departure 
Sidi  Sellem  retired,  very  well  fatisfied  with 
the  Conful’s  generolity. 
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I  DID  not  wifli  to  interrupt  my  narrative 
with  an  account  of  the  religion,  manners, 
and  cuftoms  of  thefe  people,  who  being  little 
known,  may  be  interefting,  and  which  fatal 
experience  enables  me  to  paint  ;  I  therefore 
give  it  at  the  end  of  my  llavery  ;  and  the 
reader  may  be  allured,  that  I  lhall  be  as  true 
in  the  defeription  I  am  about  giving  as  I  have 
been  in  my  own  adventures. 

The  Arabs  of  the  defert  follow  the  reli¬ 
gion  of  Mahomet  ;  but  they  have  entirely 
disfigured  it  by  their  fuperftition  and  grolfnefs 
of  manners.  They  lead  a  wandering  vaga¬ 
bond  life  ainidft  the  burning  fands  of  Africa  ; 
fome  of  them  perpetually  travelling  up  and 
down  the  coalf,  without  fixing  in  any  parti¬ 
cular  fpot.  They  are  diftributed  in  larger  or 
fmaller  tribes,  and  each  tribe  divided  into 
hordes  that  encamp  in  diftridts  moll  conve¬ 
nient  for  pafturage,  by  which  means  an  en¬ 
tire  tribe  is  never  to  be  met  with,  being  all 
intermingled  with  the  hamlets  of  the  Oua- 
delims,  Labdeffeba,  la  Rouflÿe,  Lathidierim, 
Chelus,  Ducanois,  Ouadelis,  &c.  The  two 
firft  are  the  mod:  formidable,  carrying  their 
depredations  to  the  gates  of  Morocco.  It  is 
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not  without  reafon  that  the  Emperor  fears 
them,  as  they  confift  of  ftrong  and  vigorous 
men.  They  have  in  general  Ihort  curling 
hair,  the  beard  long,  a  ferocious  look,  large 
hanging  ears,  and  nails  fo  long,  that  they 
have  the  appearance  of  claws,  and  which 
they  ufe  particularly  in  the  rencontres  they 
are  perpetually  having  with  their  neighbours. 
The  Ouadelims,  who  are  the  mod:  haughty, 
arrogant,  and  given  to  plunder,  of  any  tribe, 
carry  terror  wherever  they  come,  yet  they 
are  cowardly,  as  are  all  Arabs,  without  they 
have  an  evident  fuperiority. 

Thefe  people  live  in  families  under  tents, 
covered  with  a  coarfe  cloth  of  camels  hair  ; 
the  women  fpin,  and  weave  it  on  frames  fo 
very  fmall,  that  they  work  feated  on  the 
ground.  Their  furniture  confifts  of  two  lea¬ 
ther  lacks,  which  ferve  to  hold  fome  rags  and 
old  iron  ;  three  or  four  goat  Ikins  (if  they 
can  procure  as  many)  in  which  they  keep 
their  water  and  milk,  fome  wooden  utenfils, 
pack-faddles  for  their  camels,  two  large 
ftones  to  grind  their  barley,  a  fmall  one  to 
drive  down  the  pegs  of  their  tents,  a  mat  of 
willow,  which  ferves  for  a  bed,  a  coarfe  kind 
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of  carpet  to  cover  them,  and  a  Email  boilef. 
Such  is  the  furniture  that  didinguifhes  the 
tents  of  the  rich  from  the  poor. 

Their  cattle,  which  are  their  greateft 
wealth,  conlid  of  two  or  three  horfes,  fe- 
veral  camels,  fome  fheep,  and  goats.  The 
poorer  podels  only  fheep  and  goats. 

The  fird  of  their  duties,  and  what  theyob- 
ferve  mod:  fcrupuloudy,  is  prayer,  and  of 
which  there  are  many  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day,  the  fird  beginning  before  fun-rife.  The 
I^alhe,  remarkable  for  his  long  beard,  and  a 
loofe  garment  of  crimfon  and  white,  which 
in  fome  meafure  thews  a  body  that  appears 
emaciated  by  abdinence,  but  is  in  reality  only 
the  effedt  of  exceflive  idlenefs,  holding  a  kind 
of  enormous  large  chaplet  in  his  hand,  raifes 
his  voice  in  a  lamentable  and  melancholy 
tone,  which  a  dranger  might  take  for  pious 
contrition,  but  which  is  nothing  more  than 
confummate  hypocrify  ;  for,  armed  with  a 
poignard,  he  can  leek  the  fpot  where  his  per¬ 
fidious  hand  may  drike  with  fecurity  through 
the  heart  of  his  neighbour,  friend,  or  brother. 

The  people,  informed  by  his  lamentable 
noife,  of  the  hour  of  prayer,  come  and  range 
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themfelves  around  him,  to  hear  the  praifes  of 
the  Prophet  ;  all  haftening  with  the  utmoft 
refpedt  ;  before  the  beginning  of  the  prayer, 
they  flip  off  a  little  petticoat,  which  they 
wear  faftened  to  their  girdle,  and  envelope 
themfelves  in  that  and  «'heir  other  garments. 
The  Talbe  then  floops  to  the  ground,  and 
throwing;  afide  the  earth  his  feet  had  touched, 
takes  up  fome  that  has  not  been  trodden,  and 
(in  fcarcity  of  water)  rubs  his  face,  hands,  and 
arms  up  to  the  elbows,  to  cleanfe  himfelf 
from  impurities,  the  people  imitating  all  his 
actions. 

The  prayer  finilhed,  they  remain  fome 
time  feated  on  the  ground,  drawing  different 
figures  in  the  hand,  and  by  a  variety  of  mo¬ 
tions  appearing  to  indicate  that  they  are 
anointing  their  heads  with  holy  umflion. 
The  favages,  during  the  prayer,  fliew  as 
much  exterior  piety  and  relpedl  as  we  have 
in  our  churches  ;  yet  I  do  not  believe  it  pof- 
flble  for  religion  to  be  more  trifled  with  when 
once  the  ceremony  is  over.  The  women, 
who  only  afliit  at  the  morning;  and  evening; 
prayer  (which  is  at  ten  at  night)  place  them¬ 
felves  at  the  entrance  of  their  tents,  turning 
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themfelves  towards  the  riling  fun.  The  du- 
ties  of  religion  concluded,  the  next  care  is 
jmlking  the  camels  ;  they  kick  them  till  they 
rife  from  the  ground,  and  then  remove  a 
kind  of  fwathe  made  of  tow,  with  which 
they  bind  up  their  dugs  ;  the  young  one  in- 
ftantly  runs,  preparing  to  fuck,  hut  the  maf- 
ter  and  keeper  no  iooner  fee  the  milk  ready 
to  flow,  but  they  fnatch  the  young  one  from 
the  mother,  and  each  prefling  Ins  headagainft: 
the  fide  of  the  animal,  milking  at  the  lame 
time,  they  procure  in  damp  feafons  about  five 
pints  ;  the  keeper  taking  a  draught  out  of 
each  portion,  as  he  carries  it  to  empty  in  a 
trough  that  ftands  by  the  fide  of  his  miftrefs, 
but  he  is  only  allowed  the  milk  of  the  laft: 
camel  he  draws  for  his  whole  fupport. 

The  produce  thus  collefted,  the  miftrefs 
puts  her  lhare  afide,  always  taking  care  it  is 
not  the  fmalleft  ;  file  then  ferves  her  hufband 
and  children,  fecuring  what  remains  in  a 

7  O 

goat  Ikin,  which  ftie  hangs  in  the  fun  before 
ftie  converts  it  into  butter.  Two  or  three 
hours  after,  the  young  girls  bring  in  the 
fheep  and  goats  ;  the  mother,  who  is  always 
prefent,  mingles  the  milk  of  thefe  laft  with 

that 
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that  of  the  camels  ;  and  when  fhe  thinks  the 
fun  has  fufficiently  heated  it,  they  blow  out  a 
goat-lkin,  in  which  they  (hake  it,  in  order  to 
ieparate  the  butter,  the  whey  ferving  for  drink. 
This  butter  is  inclofed  in  fmall  ikins,  from 
whence  it  acquires  a  ftrong  lmell,  which  ren¬ 
ders  it  more  agreeable  to  thefe  lavages.  The 
women  alio  uie  it  to  greaie  their  hair,  nor 
would  they'  think  themlelves  compleat  with¬ 
out  this  pomatum,  carrying  their  coquetry 
beyond  what  could  be  eafily  imagined  ;  their 
hair  being  decorated  with  their  utmoft  art, 
leaving  fome  treffes  to  flow  loofe  on  the  bo- 
lom,  and  to  which  they  attach  Ihells,  old 
keys,  padlocks,  the  brais  rings  of  umbrellas 
and  breeches  buttons,  which  were  taken  from 
the  failors,  or,  in  fhort,  any  thing  elle  they 
can  procure.  The  hair  thus  decorated,  they 
bind  up  their  heads  with  a  grealy  rag,  which 
covers  half  the  nofe,  and  ties  under  the  chin. 
To  give  lu  Are  to  their  eyes,  they  mark 
them  round  with  a  large  copper  needle,  firll 
rubbing  it  on  a  kind  of  blue  ilone.  For  the 
adjuftment  of  their  drapery,  the  whole  art 
confifls  in  folding  it  Ikilfully,  lo  as  to  make 
the  pleats  remain,  for  the  drefs  has  neither 
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feam,  firings,  nor  pins,  to  keep  it  in  fhape, 
A  Moorifii  woman,  to  be  efieemed  beautiful, 
mufi  have  long  teeth,  that  jut  out  beyond 
her  lips,  the  flefh  of  her  arm,  from  the  fhoul- 
der  to  the  elbow,  loofe  and  flabby  ;  the  thighs 
and  body  prodigioufly  fat,  the  walk  heavy, 
and  to  compleat  all,  mufi  wear  on  the  arms 
and  legs  bracelets  not  unlike  the  collar  of  our 
Danifh  dogs.  Their  whole  wardrobe  confifts 
in  the  drefs  Î  have  before  defcribed  ;  and 
when  we  conhder  natural  infirmities,  and 
that  they  are  delivered  in  this  fame  drapery, 
and  receive  on  it  the  filth  of  their  children, 
and  that  they  alfo  ufe  it  to  blow  their  nofe, 
it  is  impofiible  for  imagination  to  form  a  more 
difgufiing  and  revolting  idea  than  the  appear¬ 
ance  and  lmell  of  a  Moorifh  woman.  Who 
could  believe  that  thefe  hideous  creatures  are 
given  to  jealoufy  and  lcandal  ?  It  is  notwith- 
fianding  the  truth.  If  they  go  to  borrow  any¬ 
thing  of  a  neighbour,  and  find  the  hufband  at 
home,  they  immediately  cover  their  face,  and 
make  the  demand  at  the  entrance  of  the  tent, 
with  an  air  of  timidity  and  fear  ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  fhould  the  female  neighbour  be  alone, 
they  enter,  and  begin  to  fcandalize  all  the  fe¬ 
males 
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males  whofe  ch  efs  they  think  fuperiorto  their 
own  ;  a  third  frequently  joins  them  ;  and 
thus  lupported,  they  will  pafs  half  a  day  vil- 
lifying  their  neighbours,  for  the  mod;  part  fe- 
parating  without  remembering  what  they 
came  to  borrow.  Lazinefs  and  gluttony  are 
their  favourite  paffions,  expofing  themfelves 
to  numberlels  affronts  to  procure  a  little  goat 
or  camel’s  flefh,  when  they  know  any  is  dref- 
fed  in  the  neighbouring  tents  ;  but  their  fa¬ 
vourite  food  is  liver. 

The  faults  of  the  men  are  equal  ;  they  will 
pafs  the  whole  day  extended  on  a  mat,  deep¬ 
ing,  Imoaking,  or  caufing  the  vermin,  which 
almod  devours  them,  to  be  picked  off.  They 
generally  employ  the  women  in  this  bufinefj, 
but  have  no  fcruple  to  perform  it  for  each 
other  ;  nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  the 
whole  country  is  infeded  with  them,  as  they 
never  take  the  trouble  to  dedroy,  but  throw 
them  on  the  ground.  Notwithdanding  my 
utmod  care,  my  beard  was  always  fwaimed, 
which  I  can  truly  aver  was  not  among  the 
lead  of  the  evils  I  had  to  differ  during  my 
captivity. 

The  men  fometimes  affemble  to  talk  over 

their 
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their  warlike  exploits.  Every  one  relates  the 
number  of  enemies  he  has  vanquished  ;  and 
frequently,  on  home  falfe  and  ridiculous  after- 
tion,  they  give  each  other  the  lie,  the  dilpute 
becomes  warm,  and  ufually  terminates  by 
blows  given  with  their  poignards.  They 
cannot  differ  on  the  mold  trivial  Subject  with¬ 
out  their  eyes  Sparkling  with  fury  ;  rage  is 
exprefted  in  every  ge ft ure,  nor  do  they  even 
tranfafl  their  domeftic  bulinefs  without  the 
utmoft  noife  and  difcord. 

Deceit  and  perfidy  are  alfo  two  innate  vices 
among  the  Arabs  ;  they  never  quit  their  tents 
unarmed,  never  give  any  written  obligation, 
as  the  giver  would  be  lure  to  poignard  the  ac¬ 
ceptor,  to  prevent  him  ever  demanding  it. 
They  wear  round  their  necks  a  little  purfe, 
which  contains  what  they  have  mold  valu¬ 
able  :  and  though  in  general  thev  have  no- 
thing  in  their  tents  Secured  by  a  lock,  yet  I 
have  Seen  Some  few,  who  poifefted  Small 
trunks,  which,  though  mold  probably  did  not 
contain  the  value  of  half  a  crown,  yet  were 
the  object  of  univerlal  envy,  excepting  nei¬ 
ther  brother,  father,  or  foil  of  thofe  who  pof- 
fefted  thçm. 
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Mv  matter's  brother  was  the  mott  envious 

J 

of  the  whole  horde  of  the  little  wealth  I  had 
given  him  ;  he  even  one  day  propofed  to  me, 
as  a  very  trifling  matter,  to  murder  him  dur¬ 
ing  the  night,  offering  me  his  poignard,  and 
promiling  as  a  recompence  to  conduit  me  to 
Morocco.  However  difeontented  with  my 
fate,  the  propofal  dilpleafed  me,  and  I  de¬ 
clined  it  with  horror,  yet  a  few  days  after, 
the  offer  was  renewed  with  many  preffing 
inftances  by  an  uncle  of  Sidi  Mahammed’s, 
who  appeared  the  mott  attached  to  him  of  any 
of  his  relations.  More  than  once  I  have  feen 
this  fame  man,  ttealing  cautioufly  into  the 
tent  when  all  w’ere  afleep  to  tteal  fome  old 
pieces  of  iron,  or  a  girth,  yet  this  man  was 
one  of  the  mott  confidered  in  the  hamlet,  his 
opinion  being  afked  on  all  difputes,  and  his 
judgment  a  law  to  the  poor,  for  the  rich  ac¬ 
knowledge  no  rettraint. 

The  young  men  are  early  inttruiled  to  ufe 
the  poignard,  to  tear  out  the  entrails  of  their 
adverlaries  with  their  nails,  and  to  give  to 
falfehood  the  appearance  of  truth.  To  thefe 
dittinguifhed  talents,  thofe  that  can  add  read¬ 
ing  and  writing  become  the  matt  dangerous 
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of  monders,  as  thefe  qualities  give  them  dif- 
tiugniftvd  pre-eminence.  It  may  truly  be 
fa  id  that  they  are  familiarized  to  crimes  from 
their  infancy,  and  commit  the  viled  actions 
with  pleafure. 

By  the  cudom  of  the  country,  every  tra¬ 
velling  Arab,  of  whatever  tribe,  let  him  be 
known  or  unknown,  muff  be  treated  with 
holpitality;  or,  if  there  are  feveral,  the  inha¬ 
bitants  mud:  contribute  jointly  for  their  re¬ 
ception.  Without  didindlion  they  all  go  out 
to  meet  them,  congratulating  them  on  their 
arrival,  helping  them  off  their  camels,  and 
carrying  their  baggage  behind  the  thickets 
which  is  to  fhelter  them  during  the  night; 
for  it  is  an  edablifhed  cudom  that  no  dranger 
fhould  be  admitted  to  deep  in  their  tents. 
This  ceremony  over,  they  feat  themfelves 
round  the  new  comer,  aiking  the  news  of 
the  country  from  whence  he  came  ;  if  fuch, 
or  fuch  a  people  have  left  the  fpot  on  which 
they  were  encamped  ;  what  hordes  he  has 
met  on  his  journey  ;  where  he  faw  the  bed 
padurage,  &c.  When  he  has  anfwered  to 
thefe  quedions,  they  next  a  Ik  to  what  tribe 
he  belongs,  and  ladly  they  enquire  after  his 
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health,  having  exhaufted  all  other  queftions. 
If  the  ftranger  is  quite  unknown  in  the  can¬ 
ton,  the  richeft  Arab  muft  entertain  him, 
if  more  than  one,  the  expence  muft  be  jointly 
made.  They  give  to  each  a  large  porringer 
of  milk,  alfo  fome  barley  flower  boiled  in 
milk,  or  in  water  if  they  can  procure  any. 
If  the  vifitor  can  read,  they  confer  on  him 
the  honour  of  reading  prayers,  in  which  cafe 
the  Talbe  of  the  hamlet  places  himfelfby  his 
fide  as  mafter  of  the  ceremonies.  Such  is  the 
reception  of  an  unknown  ;  but  fhould  he 
chance  to  be  rich,  or  have  friends  in  the  horde, 
they  haften  to  kill  a  goat  or  a  fat  lheep  to  re¬ 
gale  him.  The  wife  prepares  the  feaft,  and 
before  fhe  drefles  the  meat,  feparates  the  fat 
which  is  ferved  up  raw.  As  foon  as  the 
victuals  is  prepared,  fhe  puts  by  a  part  for 
her  hufband,  and  likewife  fome  for  the 
neighbours  with  whom  fhe  is  in  friendfhip, 
for  failing  in  this  duty  would  be  an  irrepara¬ 
ble  crime.  She  then  places  with  great  care 
on  a  ftraw  mat  the  part  defigned  for  the  tra¬ 
veller,  fetting  it  on  the  head  of  a  chriftian  or 
negroe  Have,  who  following  his  mafter,  takes 
it  to  the  gueft,  who  however  is  never  regaled 
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till  ten  at  night,  although  he  fhould  have 
arrived  early  in  the  morning,  the  cuftom  be¬ 
ing  never  to  ierve  any  thing  but  at  night,  by 
the  light  of  the  moon,  or  fire,  which  they 
kindle  in  all  feafons.  The  traveller  does  not 
fail  to  prefs  his  entertainer  to  do  him  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  eating  with  him,  but  which  he  re- 
fufes  as  much  as  poffible,  as  this  refufal  fhews 
particular  refpeft  to  the  vifitor.  The  next 
morning  the  traveller  continues  his  journey 
without  taking  leave  of  any  one.  This  man¬ 
ner  of  entertaining  each  other  would  doubt- 
lefs  be  very  praife-worthy,  but  how  many 
ftratagems  do  they  ufe  to  avoid  it  ?  When 
they  difcover  an  unknown  traveller,  they 
haften  to  a  place  at  fome  diftance  from  their 
tents,  a  faddle,  a  mat,  a  gun,  and  a  little  bag 
or  packagee,  which  announces  to  the  (fran¬ 
ger  that  a  traveller  is  already  arrived  ;  but 
thefe  precautions  feldom  anfwer,  for  the  un¬ 
welcome  gueft  will  often  take  up  his  lodging 
next  to  the  baggage  which  is  placed  to  de¬ 
ceive  him.  The  mafter  then  declares  that 
they  appertain  to  an  Arab  of  a  neighbouring 
hamlet,  but  even  this  will  not  make  the  tra¬ 
veller  move,  if  he  choofes  to  remain,  they 

have 
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have  then  but  one  revenge,  which  is  to  give 
him  a  final!  quantity  of  fupper.  He  then 
watches  on  all  fides,  and  if  he  diicovers  any 
fire,  runs  with  great  hafte  in  the  hope  of 
finding  boiled  meat  and  broth  ;  taking  care 
to  conceal  himfelf  behind  the  tent,  to  lilten 
whether  they  are  at  fupper,  for  were  they 
aware  of  his  approach,  they  would  foon  re¬ 
move  the  three  hones  that  fupport  the  pot  ; 
but  by  thus  furprizing  them  fuddenly,  he  is 
fure  offuccefs,  fincethey  cannot  avoid  afking 
him  to  eat.  It  frequently  happens  that  while 
he  is  fatisfying  his  gluttony,  the  others  are 
healing  his  effects  which  are  in  the  thickets, 
but  it  is  no  more  than  he  would  do  himfelf  by 
them,  if  occafion  lerved. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  give  a  proper  idea 
of  the  pride  and  ignorance  of  thel'e  people; 
they  have  not  only  the  prelumption  to  think 
themfelves  the  firh  in  the  world,  but  alio  to 
fuppofe  the  fun  rifes  only  for  them.  Some 
among  them  have  laid  to  me,  “  Contemplate 
that  luminary,  it  is  unknown  in  thy  country  ; 
in  the  nights  ye  arc  not  illuminated  by  the  fame 
light  which  numbers  our  days,  and  directs 
our  faffs  ;  thofe  children  who  inhabit  the  fky 
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inform  us  of  the  hour  of  prayer.*  Ye  have 
no  trees,  no  camels,  fheep,  fand,  goats,  nor 
dogs.  Are  your  women  made  like  ours  ? 
Ho  w  long  waft  thou  in  thy  mother’s  womb  ?” 
“  As  long,”  replied  I,  “  as  thou  waff  ill 
thine.”  “  In  truth,”  replied  a  fécond  count- 
ing  my  fingers  and  toes,  “  he  is  made  like 
us,  he  is  only  different  in  colour  and  language, 
it  is  aftonifhing.”  “  Do  you  fow  barley  in 
your  houfes  ?”f  “  No,”  replied  I,  “  we  fow 
it  nearly  in  the  fame  leafon  which  you  do.” 
“How,”  exclaimed  a  number  of  them?” 
“  What,  do  you  inhabit  the  earth,  we  thought 
you  were  born,  and  lived  on  the  fea.”  Such 
were  the  queftxons  I  had  to  refolve,  when 
they  honoured  me  v/ith  their  converfation. 

War  among  them  is  nothing  more  than 
depredation,  being  commenced  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  ftealing  cattle,  and  ravaging  the  fields 
of  corn,  that  by  thus  depriving  their  neigh¬ 
bours  of  their  property,  they  may  be  them- 
felves  enabled  to  lead  a  life  of  idlenefs. 

One  day  that  the  cattle  of  the  whole  ham- 

*  They  call  the  ftars  the  children  of  the  moon, 
f  A  name  they  give  our  fliips, 
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let  were  feeding  on  a  plain,  a  keeper  ran 
almoft  breathlefs  to  inform  the  horde,  that  a 
company  of  the  Ouadelis  appeared  on  the  top 
of  the  hill,  and  doubtlefs  came  with  inten¬ 
tion  to  {teal  the  cattle.  The  timbrel  was  in- 
ftantly  founded,*  all  haftened  to  prepare  their 
arms,  and  advance  towards  the  enemy,  thofe 
on  horleback  were  loft  in  a  cloud  of  duft,  nor 
were  the  camels,  who  cover  at  once  a  great 
deal  of  ground,  lefs  active,  for  preiïed  forward 
by  the  diffonant  cries  of  their  riders,  they 
rufhed  into  the  confuiion,  biting  with  the  ut- 
moft  violence  all  they  came  near,  and  doing 
as  much,  or  more  execution,  than  the  muf- 
ketry. 

They  never  attack  each  other  in  order  of 
battle  ;  fo  many  men,  fo  many  diltindt  com¬ 
bats  ;  and  he  who  difmounts  his  adverfarv, 
and  can  get  pofteflion  of  his  arms,  camel,  or 
horfe,  inftantly  retires  with  the  fruit  of  his 
victory. 

Others  who  think  themfelves  more  power- 

*  This  large  timbrel  is  kept  in  the  tent  of  one  of  the 
principal  Arabs,  and  is  ufed  on  feveral  occafions;  fome- 
iiincs  to  call  them  together  to  arms,  fomctimes  that  an  Arab 
k  milling  in  the  delert,  or  thatthe  camels  are  (frayed. 
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ful  than  their  adverfary,  clofe  with  him  at 
once,  giving  and  receiving  repeated  ftrokes 
with  the  poignard,  or  tearing  out  each  other’s 
entrails  with  their  dreadful  nails.  By  thefe 
means,  thofe  who  poffefs  what  is  to  them 
confiderable  wealth,  a  large  Bock  of  cattle, 
are  in  one  day  often  reduced  to  the  greatett 
dittrefs,  being  deprived  of  all,  by  thofe  who 
a  few  hours  before,  were  matters  of  no  pro¬ 
perty  whatever.  The  weakeft  tribes  being 
the  moft  expofed,  they  are  careful  to  live  at 
a  diftance,  particularly  frorfi  the  Ouadelims 
and  the  Labdeffeba.  Sometime  before  I  quit¬ 
ted  the  country,  1  heard  thofe  laft  had  begun 
their  depredations  on  the  quarter  of  Arguem, 
(which  they  call  Agadin)  and  carried  them 
even  to  the  çates  of  Morocco. 

In  general  they  only  low  barley,  or  fome- 
times  wheat,  when  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
rain.  But  after  a  three  years  drought,  their 
fields  producing  nothing,  they  unite  and 
carry  the  horrors  of  war  and  defolation  into 
countries  more  fortunate  than  their  own  ; 
ravittiing  with  brutal  violence  from  their  fel¬ 
lows,  the  fruits  of  their  labour  and  induttry. 
Thus  does  plentiful  harvetts  pafs  from  the 
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true  proprietors,  into  the  hands  of  ferocious 
men,  who  prefer  the  dangers  of  combat,  to 
exerting  a  little  indu  ft  ry  to  procure  them- 
felves  a  fubfiftence. 

The  battle  terminated,  each  party  prepare 
graves,  and  the  Talbes,  informed  of  what  has 
paffed,  haftcn  to  the  field,  tinged  with  the 
blood  of  their  brethren,  to  perform  the  duties 
of  their  function.  It  conlifts  in  articulating 
fome  plaintive  .founds  over  a  few  handfuls  of 
land  which  they  hold  in  a  lhell,  and  fprinkle 
on  the  unhappy  wretches,  who  lay  in  the 
agonies  of  death  ;  from  time  to  time  prelf- 
ing  their  thumbs  on  their  foreheads  as  though 
they  were  applying  conlecrated  oil,  and  lafily 
throwing  on  them  a  kind  of  a  fcarf  and  a  chap¬ 
let.  As  loon  as  they  are  quite  dead,  they 
lav  them  in  the  grave  already  prepared,  plac¬ 
ing  them  on  their  left  fide,  with  the  face 
turned  towards  the  riling  fun,  as  though  to 
contemplate  the  tomb  of  their  Prophet  ;  the 
graves  are  furrounded  by  large  Hones  heaped 
on  each  other,  which  ferve  for  momuments 
to  thefe  plunderers.  They  diftinguifh  the 
age  of  their  warriors  by  the  quantity  of  ground 
they  inclofe  for  their  burial.  The  women 

with 
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with  an  air  of  didraflion  come  and  throw 
themfelves  on  the  ground,  their  geftures,  gri¬ 
maces,  and  fobbing,  preienting  a  moft  ridi¬ 
culous  fcene  to  the  Spectator.  A  travelling 
Arab  never  paffes  one  of  thefe  burial  places, 
without  laying  down  his  flick,  making  a  fhort 
prayer,  and  raifing  Email  pyramids  of  ftone, 
to  mark  the  intercédions  he  made  for  the  re- 
pofe  of  the  deceafed. 

The  funeral  ceremony  over,  cries  of  def¬ 
lation  are  heard  throughout  the  horde,  all 
mingling  their  tears  with  the  relations  of  the 
defunct,  whole  tent  is  placed  on  another  fpot, 
all  his  effects  expofed  to  the  air,  and  the  fat¬ 
ted:  °;oat  killed  to  confole  the  relations  and 
friends.  The  fealt  concluded,  they  forget  all 
animofity,  and  I  have  frequently  feen  them 
the  day  after  a  battle  vifiting  each  other,  the 
conqueror  boafling  to  the  enemy  he  van¬ 
quished,  of  the  addrefs  which  he  ufed,  in  lkil- 
fully  feizing  the  moment  to  wound  him. 
What  I  thought  very  extraordinary  was,  that 
to  cure  the  deeped  wounds,  they  ufed  no¬ 
thing  but  earth,  and  that  taken  indifcrimi- 
nately  from  any  fpot,  equally  appearing  to 
aft  fuccefsfully  ;  they  have  another  expedient 
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to  remove  pains,  but  not  fo  efficacious,  apply¬ 
ing  red  hot  iron  to  the  part  affedted.  Thefe 
people  are  fubjeft  to  few  maladies  ;  I  have 
feen  feveral  old  people  of  both  fcxes  very 

healthy. 

Sore  eves  and  cholics  are  the  mold  com- 

J 

mon  complaints;  children  particularly  are  fub- 
jecSt  to  them,  though  naturally  of  ftrong  con¬ 
futations,  their  eyes  being  fometimes  lo  af- 
fefted,  that  it  is  difficult  in  the  morning  for 
them  to  feparate  the  lids.  As  for  the  cholic, 
I  attribute  it  to  the  verdigreafe  that  impreg¬ 
nated  all  they  eat  and  drink,  and  which  not 
producing  more  rapid  and  fatal  effects,  is 
doubtlels  owing  to  the  quantities  of  milk 
thev  drink.  The  boilers  tbev  have  in  con- 

J  - 

fiant  ufe  being  of  untinned  copper,  and  from 
the  fcarcity  of  water  never  wafhed,  occalions 
them  always  to  be  corroded  with  verdigreafe, 
and  that  they  do  not  even  remove  when  they 
rub  them  with  land.  During  the  time  I  was 
with  them,  and  employed  to  clean  the  vef- 
fels,  I  endeavoured  to  cleanfe  them  entirely 
from  it,  but  they  peremptorily  forbad  me, 
faving  I  ffiould  wear  them  out.  It  is  impof- 
fffile  but  the  food  that  remains  in  thefe  vef* 
fels  muft  be  prejudicial  to  health. 
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Some  feafons  the  fields  of  thefe  barbarians 
are  covered  with  a  plentiful  harved,  but  in¬ 
dead  of  waiting  until  it  is  ripe,  they  gather 
and  dry  it  on  hot  cinders,  without  confider- 
ing  that  by  thofe  means  they  deprive  them- 
ielves  of  an  abundance  necedary  for  the  fup- 
port  of  their  families,  and  their  beads  of  draw 
for  nouridiment,  in  default  of  which  thev  are 
reduced  to  browfe  on  dried  branches,  and 
that  even  themfdves  are  fometimes  neceffi- 
tated  to  ludain  life,  by  eating  the  leather  of 
the  fiddles  and  hridles  of  their  camels.  The 
little  care  they  take  to  prepare  the  earth,  and 
to  fow  their  grain,  makes  their  frequent  dif- 
trefs  lels  to  be  wondered  at  ;  they  fird  place 
the  grain  between  a  hillock  of  dones  and  a 
thicket,  that  the  dried  feed  may  imbibe  the 
moidure  of  the  foil,  on  which  the  water 
leaves  a  dime  very  proper  to  pufh  the  fird 
vegetation.  Thofe  employed  to  fow,  deleft 
the  damped  places,  fcattering  indiferiminately 
the  leed,  over  which  they  drive  a  kind  of 
plough  drawn  by  one  camel,  confequently 
making  very  fmail  furrows.  If  heaven  fé¬ 
conds  this  labour  by  fending  rain,  each  feizes 
his  fhare,  and  flies  into  the  interior  parts  of 
the  mountains  to  enjoy  it. 
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In  palling  fome  more  fertile  cantons,  I  favv 
fheaves  of  grain,  whole  ripe  and  full  eara 
might  have  tempted  the  moll  opulent  to 
have  tailed  ;  fome  heaped  on  each  other  were 
abandoned  to  the  injuries  of  the  weather,  the 
proprietor  doubtlefs  being  unable  to  regain 
the  mountains,  it  being  the  feafon  when 
abundant  rains  falling  in  torrents  from  the 
heights,  inundated  the  vallies.  “  Is  it  polli- 
ble,”  laid  I,  “  that  there  are  men  in  the 
world  in  a  fituation  to  fet  fo  little  flore  by 
the  gifts  of  Providence  ;  how  happy  Ihould  I 
think  myfelf  to  have  fuch  nourifhment  at  my 
dilpcfalr”  1  took  fome  handfuls  of  this  bar¬ 
ley,  and  rubbing  it  between  my  hands  to  le- 
parate  it  from  the  hulks,  eat  it  with  incredible 
plealure,  almoll  thinking  mylelf  tranlported 
to  the  time,  when  the  manna  dropped  from 
heaven  for  the  relief  of  the  people  in  the  de- 
fert. 

There  is  no  underfhnding  or  intelligence 
among  the  Arabs  with  whom  I  dwelt,  being 
entirely  devoid  of  induRry,  or  without  incli¬ 
nation  to  be  inlfrudfed  ;  there  were  among 
them  but  two  workmen,  and  whom  they  re¬ 
garded  with  a  kind  of  veneration,  doubtlefs 
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aftonilhed  to  fee  them,  though  rudely,  imitate 
the  works  of  other  nations,  for  they  are  in¬ 
capable  of  invention.  The  firft  of  thefe  was 
a  fort  of  Cartwright,  and  the  fécond  on  about 
the  fame  equality  for  a  fmith,  and  in  thefe 
two  did  the  whole  fcience  of  this  part  of  the 
country  unite  ;  the  knowledge  of  the  firft 
confifted  in  making  wooden  porringers,  fome 
few  little  domeftic  utenfils,  and  a  rude  kind  of 
plough,  but  he  was  far  from  giving  this  im¬ 
plement  of  «  hufbandry  a  form  to  render  it 
eafily  manageable  to  the  labourer.  The  other 
art  confifted  in  beating  out  iron,  though  the 
aitift  was  perfectly  unacquainted  with  the  qua¬ 
lities  of  that  metal,  for  after  heating  it  lève¬ 
rai  times,  till  he  had  rendered  it  nearly  ufe- 
lefs,  he  frequently  abandoned  it,  unable  to  luc- 
ceed  in  forming  what  he  wifhed.  He  was 
not  more  fuccefsful  in  working  other  metals, 
though  he  attempted  it  with  the  greateft 
confidence  ;  my  mailer  one  day  brought  him 
a  chain  of  gold  which  I  had  given  him,  de¬ 
firing  him  to  form  it  into  rings  for  his  daugh¬ 
ter.  The  ignorant  Arab,  after  examining  it 
with  great  felf-fufficiency,  declared  it  was 
not  gold,  comparing  it  with  one  of  bafe  metal 
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which  had  been  taken  from  a  bailor  belonging 
to  our  fh ip,  and  which  he  affirmed  was  pure 
gold  ;  to  ftrengthen  his  affertion,  he  made 
him  oblerve  that  mine  was  of  a  different  co¬ 
lour,  and  a  lofter  metal,  and  his  of  a  d<  ep 
yellow.  After  many  oblervations  and  differ- 
tations,  as  ridiculous  as  ill-founded,  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  melt  it,  for  which  purpofe  he  hol¬ 
lowed  a  large  coal,  in  which  he  inclofed  it, 
and  after  much  blowing,  fucceeded  in  form¬ 
ing  it  into  rings  about  the  fize  of  the  circle  of 
our  fnuff- boxes.  His  Ikill  was  generally  ad¬ 
mired,  and  for  his  recompence  he  obtained  a 
porringer  of  churned  milk. 

How  much  pains  have  I  taken  to  teach 
them  how  to  grind  their  barley,  and  winnow 
it  with  greater  eafe,  and  more  equally  to  ba¬ 
lance  the  loads  on  their  camels,  fo  that  thev 
might  carry  with  greater  facility,  and  their 
burthens  not  be  continually  fubjebt  to  falling 
and  breaking  to  pieces.  I  alfo  wifhed  to  in- 
ftrucl  them  how  to  prepare  the  ground  before 
they  lowed  their  corn,  and  to  get  in  their 
harvefl  with  more  care  ;  but  the  advice  was 
fuperfluous  ;  they  were  more  headftrong  than 
their  camels,  and  that  is  not  faying  a  little  ; 

for 
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for  I  iuffered  much  from  them  dur  ins;  the 
thirteen  months  I  was  their  keeper.  What¬ 
ever  proofs  they  may  have  of  their  own  want 
of  capacity  in  all  their  undertakings,  yet  it  is 
not  poiiible  to  conquer  their  prejudices,  or 
correct  their  ill  habits. 

The  fmith  was  fifteen  days  working  on 
the  pan  of  a  fufee,  and  which,  when  finifhed, 
was  fo  badly  let  in,  that  I  could  not  help  ob- 
ferving,  whoever  firflufed  it  mull:  run  a  very 
great  hazard.  The  Arabs  who  were  prefent 
would  have  obliged  me  to  make  the  trial,  but 
I  exculed  myfelf.  The  pride  of  the  fmith 
taking  the  alarm,  he  determined  to  affay  it 
himfelf,  and  had  his  jaw  and  part  of  his  hand 
taken  off.  1  am  convinced  that  the  want  of 
ikill  in  the  workmen  occafions  more  wounds 
than  they  receive  in  battle. 

They  queftioned  us  feveral  times  whether 
there  were  any  armourers  amongft  us,  and 
fufpebled  me  after  the  obfervation  I  had  made 
concerning  the  gun.  Their  arms  are  in  the 
worft  flate  that  can  poffibly  be  imagined,  be- 
in"-  in  general  what  they  procure  from  the 
Arabs  of  the  tribe  of  Trargea  in  exchange  for 

camels. 
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camels.  Other  hordes  have  obtained  tht  m 
from  veflels  wrecked  on  their  coad  ;  many  of 
them  are  alio  brought  from  Morocco.  Thefe 
lad  are  the  dronged,  but  fo  cumberlome,  that 
they  prefer  thofe  from  Europe,  particularly  if 
double- barrelled  ;  nor  is  there  an  Arab  but 
what  would  willingly  give  a  Chridian  flare 
for  one  of  thole  guns.  When  they  are  out  of 
repair,  they  make  ufe  of  the  old  iron  they 
have  obtained  from  wrecks  to  mend  them.  I 
was  aflonifhed  to  fee  with  what  hade  they 
Aaved  the  barrels  of  brandy  to  get  off  the 
hoops,  nor  could  I  luppofe  they  defigned 
them  for  fuch  a  ufe.  If  this  metal  and  guns 
are  to  them  of  fuch  vaiue,  it  may  eafdy  be 
imagined  that  flint,  ball,  lead,  and  powder, 
are  not  lefs  fo.  They  know  very  well  how  to 
didin guilh  good  powder  from  bad  ;  a  great 
deal  is  fabricated  in  the  little  town  of  Gouad- 
num,  but  it  is  very  coarle  and  weak,  being 
frequently  almod  ulelefs,  fouling  the  guns, 
which  in  default  of  oil  they  rub  with  butter. 

Except  crimes,  which  they  always  endea¬ 
vour  to  commit  in  the  night,  thefe  people 
make  no  myderv  in  their  actions.  If  one  in¬ 
tends  to  undertake  a  long  journey,  he  informs 

the 


VOYAGES  TO  THE 


the  whole  hamlet,  who  aflemble  to  give  him 
advice,  every  one  offering  his  opinion,  even 
children  of  fourteen  years  old,  and  who  gene¬ 
rally  (peak  with  as  much  confidence  as  old  men. 
Theie  conferences,  which  are  either  to  ap¬ 
prove  or  condemn  the  ftep  meant  to  be  taken, 
are  fometimes  prolonged  for  a  month  toge¬ 
ther.  They  are  fometimes  occafioned  by 
their  changing  their  encampment,  or  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  camels  being  taken  to  the  coafd 
to  procure  water.  This  laid  bufinefs  is  always 
the  ionyeft  in  fettling;,  as  the  families  re- 
maining  at  home  mud  he  deprived  of  milk 
during  the  journey.  It  is  true  in  that  cafe, 
thofe  whofe  camels  arc  abfent  are  furnifhed 
by  thofe  at  home,  but  for  which  they  after¬ 
wards  expect  a  recompence.  Nothing  can 
equal  their  joy  on  the  return  of  the  cattle,  who 
come  back  loaded  with  {kin  bags  full  of  water, 
from  which  it  contracts  a  very  difagreeable 
fmcll  and  faite,  but  that  notwithstanding, 
from  its  fcarcity,  is  drank  with  great  pleafure. 

It  is  ufually  fuppofed  in  Europe  that  a  dog 
would  run  mad  lhould  he  be  deprived  of  wa¬ 
ter  ;  yet  in  the  burning  deferts  they  have  no 
drink  whatever,  and  generally  iubfift  on  ex¬ 
crements. 
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crements.  The  camels  are  fometimes  four 
months  without  a  drop  of  water,  and  the 
fheep  and  goats  drink  yet  lefs  ;  in  fhort,  was 
it  not  for  their  horfes,  I  am  apt  to  think  the 
Arabs  would  mod;  probably  never  be  at  the 
pains  of  fetching  water,  but  wait  until  it  was 
the  will  of  Heaven  to  fend  it.  The  rains, 
which  ufually  fall  about  the  month  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  fpread  univerfal  joy  and  public  rejoicing; 
nor  is  it  poffible  to  form  an  idea  of  the  general 
fatisfadlion,  without  having  experienced  the 
deprivation  of  that  element. 

A  hufband  cannot  put  away  his  wife  with¬ 
out  obtaining  the  coulent  of  the  mod  ancient 
men  of  the  hamlet,  a  permidion  they  never 
refufe,  as  women  are  treated  with  the  mod 
Sovereign  contempt.  They  never  take  the 
name  of  their  hufbands,  but  are  always  called 
by  that  given  at  their  birth  ;  nor  do  even  the 
children  bear  their  parents’  name.  In  almod 
all  the  hamlets  I  have  fecn,  there  are  but  four 
or  five  different  names,  being;  generally  didin- 
guilhed  by  their  tribe,  and  any  furname  they 
adopt. 

When  an  Arab  fets  out  on  a  long  journey, 
his  wife  having  bid  him  farewel,  follows  him 
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fome  twenty  paces  from  his  tent,  throwing 
after  him  the  ftone  which  they  ufe  to  drive 
the  picquecs  of  their  tents,  and  which  (he 
buries  in  the  fand  where  it  falls  until  his  re¬ 
turn.  This  is  the  Moorifh  women’s  method 
of  wifhing  a  fpeedy  and  fuccefsful  journey. 

Though  thefe  women  are  very  indecent, 
both  in  their  difcourfe  and  gestures,  they  are 
notwithftanding  very  faithful  to  their  huf- 
bands.  1  could  never  reconcile  the  tender- 
nefs  they  have  for  their  children  with  the 
barbarity  with  which  they  correct  them,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  girls,  who  feem  indifferent  to 
both  father  and  mother  ;  yet  on  them  they 
delight  to  difplay  their  opulence,  ornamenting 
their  ears,  arms,  and  legs,  with  rings  of  gold 
and  filver.  They  ufe  fo  much  alloy  in  their 
filver,  that  it  is  little  more  than  white  copper. 
The  poorer  Arabs  ufe  the  laft  mentioned  me¬ 
tal  entirely. 

Nothing  can  exceed  their  joy  when  they 
are  parents  to  a  fon  ;  it  may  eafily  be  lup- 
pofed  the  mother  has  no  midwife  to  affiff, 
but  is  ufually  alone  at  the  moment  of  delivery, 
laid  on  the  ground,  under  an  indifferent  tent, 
infufficient  to  fhelter  her  from  the  injuries  of 
the  weather. 
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A  woman  who  is  delivered  of  a  foil,  to  tcf- 
tify  her  jov,  blackens  her  face  for  forty  days  ; 
on  the  birth  of  a  daughter,  flic  Imears  but 
half  of  it,  and  that  only  for  twenty  days. 
Could  the  infants  didin  s;uifh  the  hideous 
countenances  of  their  mothers,  they  would 
lurely  never  cling  to  their  breafls,  for  nothing 
can  equal  their  di  1  guiding  appearance. 

I  could  not  help  fhuddering  to  fee  the 
cruelty  with  which  thefe  women  treated  their 
children,  even  while  at  the  bread:,  getting 
them  to  deep,  bv  giving  them  blows  on  the 
back  with  their  fills,  and  to  prevent  their  cry¬ 
ing,  pinching  and  pulling  up  their  fkin  with 
their  fingers.  I  have  fieen  thefe  inhuman 
mothers  depart,  even  on  the  day  of  their  de¬ 
livery,  to  encamp  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen 
or  twenty  leagues  ;  they  are  feated  in  a  kind 
of  cradle,  which  is  placed  on  the  top  of  the 
load  of  the  camel.  On  thefe  occafions  they 
always  try  to  outrival  each  other  ;  for  which 
purpofe  they  decorate  the  camel  with  flrips 
of  fcarlet  cloth  and  white  rag-s,  ornamenting: 
the  four  flicks  which  fupport  the  covering 
of  the  cradle  with  pieces  of  whitened  or  gilt 
copper. 
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It  is  ufually  the  women  who  take  up  the 
picquets  of  the  tents  when  their  hufbands 
choole  to  change  fituation  ;  it  is  alfo  them 
who  load  the  camels  under  the  infpe&ion  of 
their  matters  ;  and  when  the  hufband  gets  oil 
horfeback,  it  is  the  wife  who  prefents  the 
ttirrup  ;  during  which  attendance,  fhould  fhe 
fall  and  hurt  herlelf,  it  is  very  immaterial* 
provided  fhe  is  ready  on  his  return  to  attend 
him  with  a  porringer  of  churned  milk. 

1  was  difgufted  to  fee  one  of  thofe  Arabs, 
who,  not  fufficiently  rich  to  keep  a  horfe, 
was  neceffitated  to  feat  himfelf  on  the  load  of 
his  camel,  which  being  overthrown,  he  re¬ 
clined  himfelf  under  a  thicket,  leaving  to  his 
women  the  care  of  picking  up  and  replacing 
the  loading.  Nothing-  can  be  more  arrogant 
than  an  Arab  with  his  wife,  nothing  more 
humble  than  thofe  women  in  the  prefence 
of  their  hufbands  ;  they  are  not  even  admitted 
to  eat  with  them,  but  fcrve  them  with  the 
■utmott  deference,  and  are  called  after  they 
have  done  to  take  the  remainder. 

An  Arab  cannot  without  rudenefs  enter  into 
the  tent  of  one  of  his  neighbours  upon  any 
occafion,  but  mutt  call  him  out,  the  wife  co¬ 
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vering  her  face  with  a  veil,  as  fhe  alio  does 
when  before  any  ftranger.  A  hufband  would 
fail  in  Moorilh  politenefs  who  fhould  throw 
himfelf  on  the  mat  of  his  wife,  for  that  fa¬ 
vour  is  only  permitted  him  when  herfelf  alfo 
occupies  it.  They  are  generally  kind  to  their 
women  when  with  child  ;  and  there  are  few 
matches  but  what  produce  five  or  fix  chil¬ 
dren,  rvtifequently  as  plurality  of  wives  is  al¬ 
lowed,  it  may  ealily  be  fuppofed  how  popu¬ 
lous  they  are.  There  is  not  however  any 
jealoufy  among  thofe  women,  who  frequently 
live  under  the  fame  tent  witnefling;  the  ten- 
dernefs  their  hufbands  exprefs  for  their  rivals. 

The  fent  deligned  for  a  new  contracted 
couple  is  ornamented  with  a  white  flag,  and 
the  intended  bridegroom  has  his  forehead  de¬ 
corated  with  a  binder  of  the  fame  colour;  for 
let  it  be  his  fir  ft  or  fifth  marriage,  or  of  what¬ 
ever  age,  he  is  equally  ornamented  with  the 
fymbol  of  celibacy  ;  the  day  of  the  ceremony 
the  hufband  kills  a  camel  to  regale  his  friends. 
The  women  and  children  without  diftinction 
afiemble  about  the  timbrel  player,  w'ho,  heated 
on  the  ground,  ftrikes  the  infiniment  with 
pile  hand,  and  with  the  other  forms  a  kind  of 
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fpeaking  trumpet,  joining  the  moft  diflonant 
howlings  to  the  iound  of  the  inftrument  ; 
the  clamour  is  alfo  augmented  by  the  clink¬ 
ing  of  an  iron  chain,  which  he  wears  round 
his  arm  while  he  plays  ;  a  fingle  female 
dances  to  this  mufic,  but  that  without  moving; 
her  feet  from  the  place  on  which  fhe  ftands, 
her  arms,  head,  and  eyes,  alone  following  the 
found  ;  her  body  being  in  perpetual  motion, 
and  her  hands  fpread  before  her,  forming  di¬ 
vers.  geftures,  each  more  indecent  than  the 
other.  All  the  fpeflators  beat  time  with 
their  hands,  turning  their  faces  and  necks, 
and  making  a  thoufand  grimaces,  to  all  which 
the  dancer  replies  in  the  fame  ftile  with  afto- 
nifhing  precifion  ;  at  length  fhe  concludes  by 
leaning  herlelf  negligently  on  the  mufcian, 
the  found  of  the  inftrument  becomes  fofter, 
the  eyes  of  the  adlrefs  are  half  clofed,  her 
hand  is  prefted  on  her  bofom  ;  in  fhort,  every 
a&ion  appears  to  exprefs  the  moft  violent 
paftion  ;  yet  the  moment  after,  the  woman 
who  has  afled  this  curious  fcene  joins  her 
companions  with  an  air  of  indifference  it  is 
impoflible  to  defcribe.  The  young  people 
fometimes  form  a  ring,  inclofing  a  perfon  in 
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the  middle,  who  hands  on  one  leg,  and  with 
the  other  defends  himfelf  from  his  compa¬ 
nions,  who  all  endeavour  to  hit  him  ;  the 
drd  rhat  ftrikes  takes  his  place.  This  is  their 
only  game  in  which  there  is  the  leaf!  dexte¬ 
rity.  The  day  after  the  wedding  the  friends 
of  the  bride  procure  water,  and  walh  her 
from  the  waid  to  the  feet.  They  then  comb 
and  decorate  her  hair,  redden  her  nails,  and 
drels  her  in  new  cloaths,  if  Hie  is  rich  enough 
to  buy  them  ;  if  not  fhe  borrows  fome  till 
the  rejoicing  is  over. 

I  always  regarded  as  fabulous  what  I  had 
heard  refpedting  the  breads  of  the  Moorifh 
women,  but  now  acknowledge  mv  error  ;  for 
not  to  cite  manv  examples,  1  faw  one  woman 
particularly  who  was  difpleafed  with  her  child, 
throw  her  bread  with  fuch  force  again  ft  him, 
that  he  fell  on  the  ground. 

As  foon  as  a  boy  can  walk,  his  mother 
treats  him  with  as  much  refpedt  as  his  fa¬ 
ther  ;  that  is  to  fay,  die  prepares  his  meat, 
and  eats  after  him.  The  Talbe,  who  teaches 
them  to  read  and  write,  inftrudts  them  with 
a  loud  voice,  and  the  children  ftudying  in 
the  fame  manner,  caufes  a  mod  didbnsnt 
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noife.  The  examples  given  them  are  written 
on  little  flips  of  polifhed  wood,  and  which 
when  learned  are  effaced,  and  others  fubfti- 
tuted  ;  a  fmall  twig  anfwers  the  pur  pole  of  a 
pen  ;  their  figures  have  a  great  refemblance 
to  ours. 

After  the  defcription  I  have  given  of  thefe 
barbarians,  it  may  eafily  be  imagined  how 
much  I  wifhed  to  be  reftored  to  my  country. 
We  complain  on  quitting  the  places  to  which 
we  are  accuftomed  ;  we  weep  on  parting  with 
our  friends  ;  we  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  di- 
ffreffed  for  the  fmalleft  trifles,  as  the  want  of 
a  handkerchief,  or  the  growth  of  a  beard  of" 
two  days  ;  yet  I  have  been  a  flave,  naked, 
devoured  with  vermin,  wounded  in  every  part 
of  my  body,  and  without  refting  place  but 
the  damp  or  burning  fands,  for  fourteen 
months.  Oh,  Supreme  Power  !  it  is  thou 
that  fuflained  me  in  the  hour  of  trial  ;  to  thee 
I  called  in  my  calamities — -from  thee  I  expedfc 
my  recompence  J 


THE  END. 
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